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It was my duty to sort my master, Damien Rathschild's mail each morning. The magical infusion he gave me heightened my intuition into a sharp gut instinct. It was useful for this task. He received death threats all the time. Some letter writers were content with written vitriol. Other writers inlaid hexes and potions in their letters to him. Such letters felt grimy and slimy in my hand. I threw them into a trash bin unopened before they got incinerated.

Yet there were nuances to these missives. An enchantress may attach perfumed glamour to her notes. I had to keep track of those who were currently in my master's favor. He wanted only the charms of those he preferred to reach him.

Then there were the weekly additions of his trade's guild Bulletin and the Warlock Weekly. The Bulletin’s worth was self-evident. The Warlock Weekly got denounced as the worst rag in the Trade and was a guilty pleasure to its readers. Its name was an issue since no magic practitioner ever wanted to be considered a “warlock” in the old days. It used to be the worst thing you could call a magician. Some old timers still considered it an insult. They kept off its pages, so no one knew they were practitioners. The young redefined the term 'warlock' to mean someone who was top of the line in the Trade. They wanted everyone to know of their skills. The only thing the young and old agreed on about the term is that a true warlock doesn't follow the rules.

Warlock Weekly was available on every well-stocked newsstand in Beldon. This was a challenge to the traditional practice of keeping the Trade underground. The fad of Spiritualism among Quality had made magicians respectable. Regular people assumed magicians were entertainers. They credited a magician's tricks to sleight of hand instead of magic.

“No one admitted they practiced magic in public when I started out. Now we have magazines advertising our services,” Damien told me.

The fact he was often rated among the top five within their top 10 list made him view the magazine with amusement.

They both printed a list ranking all known magic practitioners once a year. There was also a list of the top ten printed in both papers once a week. The lists should've meshed but didn't. Warlock Weekly only cared for the firepower displayed in duels. The Bulletin showed how much influence a practitioner had in the guild. I was a minion and used to being dead last on the annual definitive lists.

I wouldn't have been on the list at all if Damien didn't register me for aptitude tests, to make sure I performed my duties up to par. My intuition helped me grade the potency of spell ingredients and spelled objects. He revealed my author's voice trick, so he could have me certified as a notary republic. I used it to decode secret codes and anonymous notes. He needed to show he performed due diligence when he issued a challenge to rivals who provoked him. A third party still needed to verify my reports. Yet, my certification meant Damien could legally act on his suspicions.
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