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This book is written for the purpose of explanation and understanding. Its aim is to examine the history, ideology, and role of Hamas within the broader context of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. It does not seek to promote, endorse, or justify the actions, policies, or positions of Hamas, Israel, or any other state or group. The content is intended solely to provide readers with insight into who Hamas is, how it emerged, and how it operates.

Any analysis presented should be read as an effort to clarify complex historical and political realities, not as an expression of support or opposition. Readers are encouraged to approach the material critically and thoughtfully, recognizing that the subject matter is deeply contested and sensitive.
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For more than seventy years, Israel has projected itself as a small nation under siege, a democratic outpost in a hostile region. Yet beneath this carefully cultivated narrative lies a different reality: one of occupation, dispossession, and systematic aggression against the Palestinian people. Hamas, the central subject of this book, was not born in a vacuum. It was forged in the crucible of oppression, emerging as a response to decades of Israeli colonization, military assaults, and the daily humiliation Palestinians face under occupation. To understand Hamas is not to condone every tactic it has employed, but to acknowledge the context from which it arose: a people denied their land, their sovereignty, and their dignity.

Israel’s actions have consistently undermined peace. Every ceasefire violated, every blockade tightened, every assassination carried out against Palestinian leaders demonstrates that Israel has never been committed to genuine coexistence. Instead, it has relied on overwhelming military power to impose its will, branding all resistance as terrorism while refusing to confront the terrorism inherent in occupation itself. The world has been conditioned to view Hamas as the sole aggressor, but what of the bombs dropped on Gaza’s crowded neighborhoods? What of the starving children behind barbed wires, cut off from medicine, clean water, and electricity? These are not acts of defense; they are tools of collective punishment designed to break a people’s spirit.

This book seeks to strip away the distortions and propaganda that dominate international discourse. By tracing Hamas’s origins, ideology, and evolution, it becomes clear that Israel itself has shaped and sharpened the movement through its policies. When Hamas gained political legitimacy through elections in 2006, Israel and its allies chose to isolate and besiege Gaza rather than recognize Palestinian democratic will. When Palestinian leaders called for negotiations, Israel responded with settlements and walls. Each war on Gaza, each missile strike, has only deepened Palestinian resistance and made reconciliation more distant.

Hamas, for all its flaws, represents a voice that cannot be silenced by airstrikes or assassinations. Its survival is a testament to the failure of Israel’s strategy of brute force. If Israel truly sought peace, it would end the occupation, lift the siege, and engage with the political reality of Palestinian representation. Instead, it has pursued a path of endless war, ensuring that violence becomes cyclical and unending.

The chapters that follow examine Hamas in detail: its birth under occupation, its role in resistance, its battles with Israel, and its place within the wider Arab and Islamic world. But at every turn, the shadow of Israel looms—an occupying power that has chosen domination over diplomacy, and militarism over justice. This book is not just about Hamas; it is about the injustice that created it, and the state that continues to inflame the conflict rather than resolve it.
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The story of Hamas cannot be told without first acknowledging the deeper wound of Palestine: the violent dispossession of its people and the decades-long occupation by Israel. To reduce Hamas merely to a militant group is to erase the history that birthed it, a history marked by colonization, expulsion, and a relentless campaign to erase Palestinian identity. Hamas emerged as a direct consequence of Israel’s actions, an expression of resistance to a reality in which Palestinians were stripped of their homeland and forced to live under siege, exile, and military rule.

The foundations of Hamas lie in the catastrophe of 1948, when more than 700,000 Palestinians were driven from their towns and villages in what became known as the Nakba—the catastrophe. Entire communities were erased, their homes demolished, their lands confiscated, and their existence rewritten by Israel as if they had never lived there. For Palestinians, this was not a historic tragedy consigned to the past, but a living trauma that defined every generation afterward. Refugees crowded into camps, denied the right to return, watching as their homeland was repopulated by those who claimed ownership through conquest. Resistance was not an option but a necessity for survival.

Through the years that followed, Israel entrenched its domination. In 1967, with the occupation of the West Bank, Gaza, and East Jerusalem, Palestinians found themselves under an even harsher reality. Gaza in particular became a prison-like strip of land where poverty, overcrowding, and Israeli control fostered a desperate environment. Mosques became not only places of worship but spaces of community resilience, where the teachings of Islam intertwined with the lived experience of resistance. It was in this atmosphere that the seeds of Hamas were planted.

Israel’s heavy-handed tactics fueled this development. The use of collective punishment—home demolitions, mass arrests, curfews, land confiscations—was meant to crush Palestinian will but instead strengthened it. For every family displaced, for every child killed, anger hardened into defiance. Hamas’s foundations were laid not in abstract ideology alone, but in the daily suffering of people who lived under a system that denied them even the most basic human dignity. When Palestinians saw their olive trees uprooted, their wells seized, their neighborhoods invaded by settlers under the protection of the Israeli military, they understood resistance as a sacred duty.

The rise of Hamas during the late 1980s, amid the First Intifada, was therefore no accident. It was the natural evolution of a people who had been pushed to the edge, determined to reclaim what had been taken from them. Unlike the sterile diplomacy that had yielded Palestinians little more than broken promises, Hamas embodied an alternative: defiance against a power that spoke only the language of force. Israel’s portrayal of Hamas as terrorists obscures the truth that it was Israel’s occupation and aggression that forged them.

To speak of the foundations of Hamas is, in truth, to speak of Israel’s responsibility in creating the conditions for its rise. Resistance movements do not emerge in a vacuum; they are born from oppression. Israel’s policies of dispossession and domination gave Palestinians little choice but to resist in any form available to them. Hamas became one such form, not merely as a political movement or a military faction, but as a symbol of enduring defiance against an occupier that sought to erase an entire people.

The roots of Hamas, then, are the roots of occupation itself. Without Israel’s actions—its wars of conquest, its settlements, its sieges—Hamas would not exist. To understand Hamas is to confront the reality that Israel created it, and continues to nourish its existence through policies that deny Palestinians justice, freedom, and peace. So long as occupation persists, so too will resistance, and in that resistance lies the very foundation of Hamas.








  
  5

  
  
  The Birth of Hamas: Religion and Revolution in Gaza

  
  




The birth of Hamas in Gaza cannot be separated from the decades of injustice inflicted upon the Palestinian people. While the movement formally emerged in December 1987, during the eruption of the First Intifada, its roots stretched far deeper into the fabric of Palestinian society—woven through mosques, schools, refugee camps, and the collective memory of loss under Israeli occupation. Israel portrays Hamas as a sudden, irrational eruption of extremism, but this narrative deliberately obscures the reality: Hamas was born because Israel left the people of Gaza with no other path but resistance, clothed in the language of faith and driven by the hunger for liberation.

Gaza itself was the crucible of this revolution. A narrow strip of land suffocated by poverty, barbed wire, and checkpoints, Gaza became a laboratory of despair under Israeli control. After the 1967 war, when Israel occupied the Gaza Strip, it imposed an iron grip over its inhabitants. Families were herded into overcrowded camps, living under constant surveillance and military intimidation. Daily humiliations—Israeli soldiers storming homes at night, farmers denied access to their land, students blocked from universities—created an atmosphere where resentment fermented into organized resistance. Religion, far from being merely spiritual, became a unifying force that preserved dignity in the face of dehumanization.

The Muslim Brotherhood, long active in Gaza through its charitable and educational work, laid much of the groundwork for what would become Hamas. Its mosques provided more than prayer; they became community centers, schools of thought, and sanctuaries for the dispossessed. While Israel and its allies sought to fragment Palestinian society through occupation and manipulation, the Brotherhood fostered unity, solidarity, and a moral framework that could withstand external domination. Over time, their influence hardened into a political consciousness that saw resistance not just as a right, but as a divine obligation.

Israel’s own policies directly contributed to this transformation. In the 1970s and 1980s, it cynically tolerated and even encouraged the growth of Islamist networks as a counterweight to the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) and secular nationalist forces. Believing that religion would dilute nationalist resistance, Israeli officials allowed Brotherhood-linked charities and mosques to flourish. This short-sighted gamble ignored the fundamental truth that faith, when bound to a people’s struggle, can become a far more powerful weapon than any rifle. By the time Hamas was officially founded, Israel had inadvertently nourished the very force it would later call its greatest enemy.

The First Intifada marked the final spark. In December 1987, after an Israeli truck killed four Palestinian laborers in Gaza, the streets erupted in fury. Stones were hurled at tanks, protests swept through towns and camps, and the call for freedom spread like wildfire. Out of this uprising came Hamas, forged by Sheikh Ahmed Yassin and other leaders who understood that the time for charity alone was over; Gaza needed a movement that could combine social service, religious conviction, and armed resistance. Hamas declared itself not only a defender of Palestine but the guardian of Islamic identity against a Zionist state that sought to erase both land and faith.

The birth of Hamas was therefore not an act of extremism but an act of survival. Palestinians had endured occupation for decades with no justice. The so-called peace process had yielded only deeper colonization, as Israel expanded settlements on stolen land while maintaining its chokehold on Gaza. International institutions proved useless, unable or unwilling to hold Israel accountable for its violations of international law. For Palestinians, the choice was stark: submission to endless oppression, or organized resistance. Hamas embodied the latter, wrapping the fight for national liberation in the language of Islam, giving people both a political voice and spiritual armor.

Israel immediately branded Hamas as terrorists, a label readily echoed by Western governments and media outlets. Yet this ignored the reality that Israel itself relied on terror to maintain its occupation. What is more terrorizing than bombing refugee camps, demolishing family homes, starving entire populations behind blockades, and shooting down protesters demanding freedom? Israel’s military might was normalized, its violence sanitized as “security,” while Palestinian resistance was criminalized. The birth of Hamas challenged this hypocrisy, asserting that Palestinians had the same right to resist foreign domination that any other occupied people would claim.

The movement’s identity was shaped by this tension between faith and revolution. In Gaza’s mosques, sermons reminded worshippers that resistance was a sacred duty, rooted in Quranic injunctions to stand against tyranny. At the same time, its leaders organized cells to strike at Israeli soldiers and collaborators, proving that piety and militancy were not contradictory but complementary. Hamas’s covenant, released in 1988, reflected this fusion: it articulated the liberation of Palestine as both a national and religious obligation, declaring that no compromise could be made with an occupier that had stolen the land and desecrated the rights of its people.

Israel’s response was predictable: crackdowns, mass arrests, and assassinations. Leaders like Sheikh Yassin were imprisoned, tortured, and later released only to be targeted again. Yet each attempt to crush Hamas only deepened its support. The more Israel imposed collective punishment on Gaza, the more ordinary Palestinians saw Hamas as their shield. Where the Palestinian Authority appeared weak or compromised, Hamas appeared resolute. Where international diplomacy failed, Hamas offered the promise of dignity through resistance.

Hamas’s rise in Gaza was therefore inseparable from the failures of Israel’s strategy. Instead of breaking the will of Palestinians, Israel’s occupation gave birth to a movement that married religion with revolution. The Quran became as much a weapon as the Kalashnikov, and faith served as the lifeblood of resistance. For a people denied freedom, Hamas provided an alternative vision: one where liberation was not negotiated away at foreign tables but fought for in the streets of Gaza and the alleys of the refugee camps.

The revolution that birthed Hamas was not simply military. It was also social and cultural. Through its charities, schools, and medical services, Hamas filled the void left by the occupation and the failures of international aid. While Israel tightened its grip, Hamas gave bread to the hungry, shelter to the homeless, and education to children. This social infrastructure ensured that Hamas was not merely a militia but a movement embedded in the very fabric of Gaza’s society. Resistance was not confined to the battlefield; it lived in every mosque, every classroom, every family that refused to be broken.

By the close of the 1980s, Hamas had established itself as more than an armed faction. It was the embodiment of Gaza’s defiance, a movement that grew directly out of Israel’s oppression and the people’s refusal to surrender. To dismiss its birth as fanaticism is to ignore the reality of its origins: a people denied their homeland, a community bound by faith, and a nation rising from the ashes of occupation. Hamas was not a creation of ideology alone but of history itself—an inevitable revolution against a state that sought to dominate by force and erase by decree.

In truth, the birth of Hamas was the birth of a mirror held up to Israel. In every way that Israel tried to silence Palestinians, Hamas emerged to shout louder. In every attempt to erase identity, Hamas reasserted it through faith and struggle. The revolution in Gaza was not an accident of history; it was the predictable outcome of injustice too long endured. Israel’s occupation planted the seeds, but it was the resilience of Palestinians that allowed Hamas to grow into the force it became.

As the decades that followed would show, Hamas was not a fleeting phenomenon. It was the child of occupation, born in Gaza but speaking for Palestinians everywhere who longed for justice. Israel may have believed it could crush such a movement with tanks and warplanes, but what it truly created was an enduring symbol of resistance, rooted in religion and nourished by revolution. The birth of Hamas was the birth of a defiant voice that refused to be silenced, a voice forged in Gaza’s suffering and destined to echo across generations.
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The First Intifada was the furnace in which Hamas rose from an emerging organization into a formidable force of resistance. The eruption of the uprising in December 1987 was not a sudden outburst of violence, as Israel and its allies often claimed, but the inevitable breaking point of a people who had endured four decades of dispossession and twenty years of military occupation. For Palestinians, daily life under Israeli rule meant checkpoints, land theft, economic strangulation, and a suffocating presence of soldiers who treated Gaza and the West Bank as conquered territories. The stones hurled by children against tanks and the chants echoing in the streets were not acts of irrational rage; they were the raw expression of a nation rising against the machinery of occupation. It was within this context that Hamas seized its moment, transforming itself into the voice and vanguard of resistance.

Israel had always underestimated Gaza. To the occupier, it was a backwater of poverty, overcrowding, and despair, a territory that could be controlled with enough soldiers and enough collective punishment. But Gaza’s very despair made it fertile ground for revolution. Families crammed into refugee camps carried the memory of lost homes from 1948 and 1967, passing down stories of villages razed and orchards stolen. For them, the occupation was not a distant policy—it was a daily torment. When the Intifada erupted, it was as if decades of pent-up rage and grief had finally burst through the cracks of oppression. Hamas, born only months earlier, immediately stepped into this tidal wave of resistance, giving it structure, purpose, and religious legitimacy.

From its earliest days in the uprising, Hamas distinguished itself from other Palestinian factions by fusing Islam with revolution. Where secular nationalist groups like Fatah relied on slogans of Arab unity or political negotiations, Hamas grounded its struggle in faith. It preached that liberation was not simply a matter of politics but a sacred duty, a jihad against tyranny and occupation. This framing gave the movement a moral authority that resonated deeply with ordinary Palestinians, who had long sought solace in their mosques and faith while enduring the brutality of Israeli rule. Hamas became more than an armed faction—it was a symbol of divine justice in the face of colonial injustice.

Israel’s attempts to crush the uprising only poured fuel on the fire. Soldiers broke the bones of children in the streets, demolished homes, and imposed curfews that left families hungry and terrified. Gaza was sealed off, its economy strangled, its people collectively punished for daring to demand freedom. Yet every act of Israeli repression only strengthened Hamas’s narrative: that Israel was not interested in peace, only domination, and that resistance was the only language the occupier understood. Palestinians watching their neighbors suffer did not see Israel as a democracy defending itself; they saw it as a colonial power willing to destroy a generation to maintain control. In this environment, Hamas’s defiance looked not reckless but righteous.

The Intifada also revealed the bankruptcy of Israel’s so-called peace process. Even as the uprising raged, Israeli leaders clung to their settlement expansion, seizing more Palestinian land while speaking of negotiations to the outside world. The duplicity was clear to anyone living under occupation: the hand that claimed to offer peace was the same hand that wielded the bulldozer and the rifle. This hypocrisy drove many Palestinians, especially the youth, into the arms of Hamas, which rejected compromise with an occupier that had shown nothing but deceit. Hamas promised dignity where diplomacy had delivered betrayal.

Hamas’s rise during the Intifada was not limited to armed struggle. The movement expanded its social networks, building schools, clinics, and charities that served the Palestinian poor where international aid and the Palestinian Authority failed. By providing food, medicine, and education, Hamas demonstrated that resistance was not just about fighting Israel militarily but about sustaining Palestinian life under siege. Israel, for all its military might, could not compete with this grassroots power. The occupier could bomb buildings and arrest leaders, but it could not erase the fact that Hamas was feeding the hungry and sheltering the displaced. In the eyes of many Palestinians, Hamas was not simply a militia but a protector and provider.

The seeds of political power were planted here. By intertwining resistance with social service, Hamas built a base of loyalty that no amount of Israeli repression could uproot. Every time Israel assassinated a leader, a new one rose from the ranks, buoyed by the support of a people who had come to see Hamas as their shield. This resilience marked Hamas as fundamentally different from other groups that fractured under Israeli pressure. Hamas was forged in the crucible of Gaza’s suffering, and that suffering gave it a depth of legitimacy that bombs and prisons could not destroy.

Internationally, Israel worked tirelessly to frame the Intifada as terrorism, painting Hamas as a group of fanatics bent on destruction. Western governments largely parroted this line, refusing to acknowledge the underlying reality of occupation. Yet images of children with stones confronting armored vehicles pierced through the propaganda, revealing the imbalance of power to the world. Hamas’s emergence as a key player in the Intifada underscored a simple truth: Palestinians would no longer accept silence and submission. The world might dismiss their resistance as extremism, but for those living under the boot of occupation, it was survival.

Israel’s repression during the Intifada also laid the groundwork for Hamas’s eventual political ascent. By refusing to address Palestinian grievances and relying instead on brute force, Israel discredited the notion that peace could be achieved through negotiation alone. When the Oslo Accords arrived in the 1990s, Hamas’s skepticism was vindicated: Israel continued to expand settlements, continued to blockade Gaza, continued to imprison thousands of Palestinians. The seeds of Hamas’s power, sown during the Intifada, sprouted in this betrayal. Palestinians who had once hoped for peace through diplomacy now turned more decisively toward those who had never trusted Israel’s false promises in the first place.

The First Intifada thus became the proving ground for Hamas. It was here that the movement cemented its identity as the uncompromising voice of resistance, gaining not only fighters but a political and social base that extended into every corner of Gaza and beyond. It was here that Palestinians saw the duplicity of Israel laid bare, as the occupier spoke of peace while wielding the tools of war. And it was here that the seeds of Hamas’s power were planted, nourished by faith, watered by sacrifice, and hardened by the violence of an enemy determined to crush them.

In truth, Hamas’s rise during the Intifada was not a story of extremism but of inevitability. When a people are caged, starved, humiliated, and denied their rights, resistance is not radical—it is natural. Israel, through its own brutality, ensured that Hamas would rise as a force that could not be ignored. The seeds planted in the soil of Gaza during those years would grow into a movement that redefined the Palestinian struggle, a movement that Israel itself had helped create by leaving Palestinians no path but resistance. Hamas rising was the story of a people who refused to kneel, and of a revolution that turned stones into symbols of power













