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Prologue
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This story was originally planned to be part of the second book of; The Secrets of Zen Castle series, titled Legends, Treason, and Truths. While writing the book we discovered that this story needs to stand on its own as a short story.  

In the second book, Princess Lilli, and her friends find an old trunk full of ancient manuscripts. This story is one of those manuscripts written by Ima Fonne'. The fate and identity of the true author is part of the mystery that Princess Lilli uncovers while trying to solve another family secret. We hope you enjoy this short story.

Nita Marie Clark
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Manuscript #1

A Spell To Divide A Kingdom
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By Ima Fonne'
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Chapter One

The Very Beginning!


[image: ]




Young Princess Kaylyn tried to ignore them, but she could not help hearing the whispers of the servants as they went about their duties. “Poor lonely little princess” was the one that hurt the most. 

Yes, she was lonely and sad, but now she was also scared and angry. The Land Of Zen had been peaceful for centuries. In part because of the fierce reputation of the O'Toole dragons that protected the kingdom. But now that was about to end.  

The kingdom was about to go to war. To make her even angrier it was not from outsiders but by her own family. How could they! How could they let this issue destroy everything? 

The princess could not remember back to the first time she had heard the story of the birth of her identical twin brothers, Prince Avery and Prince Alistair. So much alike in looks, no one could tell them apart.  

That problem was solved by tattooing the first two letters of their names on their wrists. However, no one could remember which baby was the firstborn, thus who was the rightful heir to the throne.  

In the beginning, it was just a topic of conversation, then it turned to disagreement with the king's age and health a matter of concern. The question was tearing the kingdom apart. 

Prince Alistair's advisers were doing nothing to reduce the arguments, in fact, they were doing everything possible to increase it.  

Prince Alistair was living in the castle on the west side of the kingdom, in the valley that the O'Toole Dragons called home.  

Rumors had been swirling for weeks about Alistair's plan to use the O'Toole Dragons to declare war if he was denied his right to rule the kingdom.

The unhappy princess sat staring out her window with tears streaming down her face. Her brothers did not get along, however, they both loved their little sister and she loved both of them. 



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Chapter Two

The Young Princess's Plan
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King Cornelius had chosen to shut his youngest daughter out of his life, after the death of her mother. With her much older half-sisters married and living in adjacent kingdoms, her twin brothers were her only family. 

Princess Kaylyn was heartbroken, how could they ruin the family and the beautiful and peaceful Land Of Zen? How could they divide the kingdom this way?

The princess ran those words back over in her mind. Wait, what did she say? Was that the answer? YES! 

The princess was filled with joy. She was oblivious to the stares of the servants as she danced around the room happier than she had been in a long time. She had to talk to the king!

In a flash, the princess was out of the door and halfway down the hall when she came to a sudden stop. 

What was she thinking? One did not just go see the king, she had to be granted an audience.

Much to the princess's surprise, her request was granted. 

The princess wavered between nervousness and excitement as she worked on the details of her plan to save the kingdom.
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