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INTRODUCTION History, Foundational Myths, and Telling Our Authentic Stories Whole

Concord, Massachusetts, is a highly privileged yet in many ways typical New England town. To tell the stories of Concord is to tell stories of the emergence of the United States of America. For hundreds of years, these stories have been incomplete myths, lionizing English settler colonialism.

So let us now, here in Stories of Concord, tell these stories whole.

Stories of Concord is a two-volume endeavor. In volume 1 and here now in volume 2, it seeks to separate myth from history from authentic story.

Come along and hear Concord’s stories, even today, from an entirely new perspective.



The Impossible Task of Telling Every Story from Every Perspective

What happened in history doesn’t change, but the stories of that history change from generation to generation. For years, Concord’s White Anglo-Saxon Puritan foundation was celebrated while the deplorable effects of that foundation were ignored. We’ve celebrated Concord’s militia without grappling with their genocidal impact on Indigenous people. We’ve honored the April 19, 1775, battle at the North Bridge without discussing its roots in economic oppression and violence.

Stories that span beyond Concord’s six square miles have also been overlooked even as Concord has taken its place on the world stage. Events in London, Jamaica, and Washington, DC, matter to Concord’s history but are often not integrated into the larger narrative. The rise of industrial capitalism provides a richer context for how Concord stories mirror those of America.

In Stories of Concord, I seek to weave these forgotten threads into the historical fabric of our town and our country. The past is still with us, helping to shape our aspirations and current realities. Even the recent past holds insights for Concord’s future.

To be clear: I am telling stories rather than history.

Here in this second volume, I have synthesized these stories from both primary and secondary sources from 1775 to 1975. I have drawn inferences toward intentions and attitudes where possible.

And of course, Concord’s history from 1975 to 2025 is our shared history. As I explore these last fifty years, I include my own perspectives.

A book such as this could not have been written even five years ago. This book became possible when digitalization yielded a vast treasure trove of out-of-print books, self-published papers and documents, and handwritten records in searchable databases over the internet. My personal library of annotated books relating to Concord’s history now exceeds one hundred well-worn volumes. (For more details, please see the acknowledgments.)

This is how the story evolves. Each generation or two has new puzzle pieces that allow them to assemble a fuller, more inclusive tale. And now I, an early-twenty-first-century storyteller, wish to integrate these puzzle pieces, both new and old, in order to fully share a story of this amazing place. This is a story of particular people in a particular place at a particular time. Yet that is life—always experienced by particular people in a particular place and time.

Stories of Concord follows the linear stream of time, from the last ice age to the present day. This stream consists of obstacles and less linear currents, however, that follow families, events, issues, and insights. Stories will, on occasion, move forward, back, and side to side, even as the larger flow makes steady progress through time.

In Stories of Concord, Massachusetts: Volume I, we followed the stories of Indigenous Musketaquid as it eventually became Provincial Concord and emerged as an important part of the British Empire.

Now, here in Stories of Concord, Massachusetts: Volume II, chapter 1 uncovers the roots and causes of the American Revolution, with a focus on Concord. These are stories of divided family loyalties, spies, heroic feats, and deceits. It explores the emergence of the unique Yankee capitalist culture that came to dominance in Concord.

Chapter 2 describes the emergence of transcendentalist Concord, a reaction to new metaphysical ideas from Asia, Germany, and England as well as to America’s growing industrialization. This was a time of lyceums, debating societies, pleasure reading, and a gradual expansion of human rights.

Chapter 3 describes the rise of abolitionism, the introduction of non-WASP immigrant culture, and Concord’s role in the American Civil War. This was a time of greater religious and ethnic diversity but also growing White supremacy.

Chapter 4 describes modern Concord, with its growing acceptance of immigrants, industrialization, and continuing economic inequality.

The final chapter, “My Concord,” weaves Concord’s contemporary history with my own reflections from my forty years of living here.

To make these stories more personal across the two volumes, we’ll follow the stories of individual people and families across multiple generations. These are the amazingly diverse and interconnected stories of individuals who helped to create Concord. Stories of shared humanity, told on a local scale but with universal significance. Stories of beliefs and disbeliefs, of love and hate, of wealth and poverty, of power and oppression, of births and rebirths, of diseases and death from generation to generation. These are pursuit-of-happiness stories, which often include pursuits of love, health, wealth, transcendence, and community. We all live such stories.

I invite you to this journey across time and space to learn about the many different people who lived in this small New England town over the last two hundred and fifty years. These are real people, like you and me, facing changing circumstances, no better or worse than we are—yet they struggled, muddled through, and thought grandly about their life’s meaning.

I hope you’ll enjoy these stories of living and becoming a community.





Major Participants

On the following pages, you will find a helpful listing of the major participants you will meet throughout the book. Some might say there are more “characters” here than in a Russian novel.

Do note that the names are not alphabetical. Rather, they are listed in roughly chronological order, according to when each individual’s story appears in the flow of the book. But as I stated in the introduction, please keep in mind that this linear story sometimes unfolds in nonlinear ways.

Reverend Ezra Ripley (1749–1841), eighth First Parish minister; married Reverend Bliss’s widow, Phebe; had three children of their own, raising them in an old manse served by enslaved people

Caesar Robbins (1745–1822), enslaved to Lieutenant Humphrey Barrett; married to Phyllis Ingraham, an enslaved woman; earned their freedom fighting in the Revolutionary War; had two free children

Thomas Dugan (1747–1827), self-emancipated from his Virginia enslaver, Solomon Ward; married Jennie Parker of Acton, who was born in Africa; raised three boys: one became a farmer, one fought in the American Civil War, and one died homeless and bereft

Doctor Samuel Prescott (1751–1777), unmarried member of the Sons of Liberty; alerted Concord early on April 19, 1775, then alerted other town militias; died in a British prison later in the war

Jack Garrison (1768–1860), self-emancipated from slavery; fled to Concord and worked on Henry David Thoreau’s widowed grandmother’s farm; wed Caesar Robbins’s daughter Susan in 1810

Mary Moody Emerson (1774–1863), Ralph Waldo Emerson’s maiden aunt who is often regarded as a predecessor idealist prior to the development of American transcendentalism


Samuel Hoar (1778–1856), Harvard graduate; married Sarah, daughter of Founding Father Roger Sherman; famous lawyer, politician, and capitalist; over the course of his career moved from defending slavery and property values to becoming a strong abolitionist

Reverend Barzallai Frost (1778–1841), First Parish’s ninth minister; distinguished pastor but feeble preacher; roundly castigated in Emerson’s 1838 “Divinity School Address”

Susan Robbins Garrison (1780–1841), founder of the First African Baptist Church in Boston; charter member of the Concord Female Anti-Slavery Society; first Black member of Concord’s Trinitarian Congregational Church; activist as well as educator

Sarah Sherman Hoar (1783–1866), was ten when her famous father, Roger Sherman, died; as a teenager opened an illegal school to teach Black children to read and write; likely the main force, along with her children, in moving her husband, Samuel, to deplore human enslavement

John Keyes (1787–1844), Dartmouth graduate; married Ann Shepherd; held nearly every office available in Concord as a Freemason and democratic politician

Sarah Bradford Ripley (1793–1867), educator who taught classics, philosophy, Latin, Greek, modern languages, botany, astronomy, and chemistry; transcendentalist; one of the most learned women of the nineteenth century, preparing many men for Harvard

Doctor Josiah Bartlett (1796–1878), Concord’s leading nineteenth-century doctor, temperance advocate; provided aid to the poor; member of the Social Circle; raised nine children with his wife, Martha; was elected president of the Massachusetts Medical Society in 1862

Peter Hutchinson (1799–1882), free Black farmer, builder, and pig slaughterer; was liked and respected throughout Concord; married Nancy Dager and had six children


Bronson Alcott (1799–1888), transcendentalist philosopher, conversationalist, and self-taught educator; married Abigail (Abba) May and raised three daughters

John Brown (1800–1859), prophetic, fiery, and violent abolitionist; was funded by transcendentalists and other Concordians to attack Harpers Ferry to help initiate the American Civil War

Mary Merrick Brooks (1801–1868), daughter of an enslaving plantation owner; cofounded the Concord Female Anti-Slavery Society; fought tirelessly for freedom for all Americans

Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803–1882), ordained Unitarian minister; lecturer and author; often called the Sage of Concord as the center of American transcendentalism

Lidian Jackson Emerson (1802–1892), Waldo’s second wife and mother of their children; an intellectual in her own right; fervent Christian abolitionist who led Waldo toward abolitionism

Elizabeth Peabody (1804–1894), transcendentalist educator, linguist, publisher, and bookseller; led a women’s intellectual discussion group with Margaret Fuller

Mary Peabody (1806–1887), taught French, German, and Latin to boys and girls; wrote books on grammar, geography, and botany; married Horace Mann and helped with his work

Charles Emerson (1808–1836), brilliant intellectual and legal mind; younger brother to Ralph Waldo Emerson; engaged to Elizabeth Hoar but died of tuberculosis at age twenty-eight

Sophia Peabody (1809–1871), landscape artist and sculptor; married Nathaniel Hawthorne and honeymooned at the Old Manse in Concord; later moved to Concord


Margaret Fuller (1810–1850), writer, adventurer, foreign correspondent, and passionate revolutionary; Emerson’s editor and most intimate dialogue partner after 1840

Sam Staples (1813–1895), bartender; Emerson’s next-door neighbor; Thoreau’s friend; a founder of Concord’s First Universalist Society; as sheriff, put Thoreau in jail

Elizabeth Sherman Hoar (1814–1878), transcendentalist; classmate of Thoreau; engaged to Charles Emerson before his death; called by Waldo a very wise person

Ebenezer Rockwood Hoar (1816–1895), graduate of Harvard and Harvard Law; respected politician, judge, and Unitarian lay leader; married Caroline Brooks, his childhood sweetheart

Henry David Thoreau (1817–1862), Emerson protégé who embraced transcendentalism as a way of embodying life itself; naturalist, author, surveyor, and abolitionist; died young

George Washington Dugan (1819–1863), son of Thomas and Jennie Dugan, who had been born enslaved and then emancipated; died fighting with the Massachusetts 54th Volunteer Infantry, an all-Black regiment, in the Civil War

John Shepard Keyes (1821–1910), son of John and Ann; lawyer and county sheriff; US marshal responsible for protecting President Lincoln; member of the Social Circle

Reverend Doctor Grindall Reynolds (1822–1894), Harvard graduate; married Lucy Dodge; served as tenth minister of First Parish and then secretary (CEO) of the American Unitarian Association

Harriet Tubman (1822–1913), born enslaved but escaped to freedom; liberator with the Underground Railroad; raised funds in Concord


Ellen Garrison (1823–1892), free Black educator and activist; born in the Robbins House; attended integrated Concord public schools; member of Trinitarian Congregational Church

George Frisbie Hoar (1826–1904), abolitionist and Republican; studied under Sarah Ripley for both his Harvard and Harvard Law degrees; served Massachusetts for twenty-seven years in the US Senate

Franklin Sanborn (1831–1917), transcendentalist journalist, teacher, historian, reformer, and abolitionist; personal life was often tragic, but he left a legacy of social improvement

Louisa May Alcott (1832–1888), daughter of Bronson and Abba; author of Little Women and other children’s books

Ellen Emerson (1839–1909), beloved daughter of Lidian and Waldo; named after Waldo’s first wife; a major force in late-nineteenth-century social justice and immigrant assimilation in Concord

Abigail May Alcott Nieriker (1840–1879), famous artist; married to Ernest Nieriker; died shortly after childbirth, leaving sister Louisa May Alcott to raise their daughter Lousia (known as Lulu)

Edith Emerson Forbes (1841–1929), daughter of Waldo and Lidian; married Colonel William Hathaway Forbes; had five children; became a great philanthropist with her husband

Edward Waldo Emerson (1844–1930), youngest son of Waldo and Lidian; married Annie Shepard Keyes; physician, author, lecturer, and superintendent of Concord public schools

Harriet Mulford Stone Lothrop (1844–1924), Concord author of multiple children’s books

Daniel Chester French (1850–1931), Concord’s most famous sculptor


William Brewster (1851–1919), founder of the Massachusetts Audubon Society

Judge Prescott Keyes (1858–1943), lawyer and financier; son of John Shepard Keyes; married Alice, the daughter of Grindall Reynolds, and became the leading Concord couple of their generation

Thomas Whitney Surette (1862–1941), Concord’s most famous music teacher; married Ada Miles

Doctor Theodore Chamberlin (1868–1939), Concord’s first infectious-disease doctor

Allen French (1870–1946), twentieth-century Concord historian and children’s book author

Elizabeth Wentworth Roberts (1871–1927), painter and founder of the Concord Art Association

Anne Bixby Chamberlin (1874–1967), educator who founded Concord Academy in the twentieth century

Sam Hoar (1887–1952), Rockwood Hoar’s grandson; founded Boston law firm Goodwin, Procter and Hoar; donated land that became Great Meadows National Wildlife Refuge

Ruth Wheeler (1890–1973), ninth-generation Concordian by marriage and local historian

Katherine Davis (1892–1980), prolific composer and beloved music teacher

Roger Fenn (1895–1988), teacher at Middlesex School and founder of the Fenn School

Amy Verrill (1896–1983), built Concord’s most successful dairy business with her husband, Floyd


Terence McHugh (1897–1987), working-class Irish Catholic laborer from a large immigrant family that prospered in the twentieth century

Anna Manion (1908–2001), Irish Catholic human rights activist; founder of the Community Chest; president of the League of Women Voters; first woman elected to Concord’s Select Board

Reverend Doctor Dana Greeley (1908–1986), First Parish’s seventeenth minister; global activist for peace and justice

Eric Parkman Smith (1909–2007), tenth-generation Concordian and railroad executive

Prescott Smith (1915–1996), tenth-generation descendant of Reverend Peter Bulkeley

Marian Wheeler (1917–2017), tenth-generation Concordian; married Rusty Wheeler; active contributor to Concord’s history and the Women’s Parish Association at First Parish

Annabelle Shepherd (1919–2018), member of Concord’s Select Board, Finance Committee, Board of Assessors, and the Hugh Cargill Trust Committee; first female chair of the Concord Free Public Library

George King (1920–2010), married Betty Evans and raised a large family in Concord

Gene Brown (1926–2017), dean of science at MIT; married Shirley Lewis

Joe Wheeler (1926–2020), eleventh-generation Concordian; worked for the US Agency for International Development and the Peace Corps; served as chair of the Development Assistance Committee within the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development

Philippe Villers (1935–present), technology entrepreneur; global philanthropist, along with wife, Kate


Doris Kearns Goodwin (1943–present), nationally recognized author of American history

Reverend Gary Smith (1947–present), First Parish’s eighteenth minister and a national ministerial leader with the Unitarian Universalist Association

Bill Seaver (1947–present), computer executive and social activist with wife, Sherry

Chet Atkins (1948–present), born in Geneva, Switzerland; graduate of Concord-Carlisle High School and Antioch College; represented Concord in the US Congress from 1985 to 1993

Reverend Kim Crawford Harvie (1957–present), grew up at First Parish during Reverend Greeley’s ministry; serves at Boston’s Arlington Street Church as one of Unitarian Universalism’s first openly lesbian senior ministers

Reverend Jenny Rankin (1958–present), First Parish’s nineteenth minister and lifelong Unitarian Universalist

Reverend Howard Dana (1969–present), First Parish’s twentieth minister and first openly gay senior minister

Samantha Power (1970–present), served as administrator of the US Agency for International Development and lives with her husband in Concord








CHAPTER 1 Revolutionary Concord


[image: A monochrome oil painting depicts a dense, shadowy forest with a winding, sunlit path leading into the distance on the right, and a dark, Revolutionary Concord.]




A Shot Heard Round the World

From Puritan pioneers escaping religious persecution, to frontier English settlers at the northwestern edge of the British Empire, to merchants and capitalists building the financial and commercial center of Middlesex County, Concord continued to evolve. Now as the British Parliament expanded its authority, particularly by imposing new taxes and restraints on trade, Concord came into its own.

This is the story of the shot heard round the world. This is the story of Revolutionary Concord.





Secret Orders, Messengers, and Spies

On April 2, 1775, two rebel ships arrived in Marblehead Harbor bearing a secret message. Thanks to their sympathizing friends in Parliament, rebel spies had copies of secret orders on their way from London to Governor General Thomas Gage. These orders called for Gage and his imperial troops to arrest the rebel leaders—especially John Hancock and Sam Adams—and to march on Concord to confiscate the weapons gathered and stored there.

Hancock immediately fled with his fiancée, Dorothy Quincy, and his elderly aunt to the safety of his cousin Reverend Jonas Clarke’s house in Lexington. Sam Adams joined him there three days later, while Whig leader John Adams moved his family from Boston to their remote country farm in Braintree.1

Governor General Gage was aware that these well-known rebels were fleeing Boston, but he was unsure why, seeing as he had not yet received his orders from London. The rebels’ actions only added to General Gage’s growing concerns.

He knew the rebel militias outnumbered his troops. He had only six thousand troops in Boston—and many of them were young and untested in battle—while he estimated up to thirty thousand battle-hardened rebels in the surrounding countryside. For this reason, General Gage had written to William Legge, Lord Dartmouth, in London, requesting that they send twenty thousand more troops. More troops would allow Gage to move broadly against the now-well-armed rebels.

On April 5, Gage finally received the orders the rebel spies had intercepted. He mobilized his troops for an overnight march on Lexington and Concord.

The Sons of Liberty had built a communication network centered around the Masonic lodges so that they might quickly alert the rebels to any British troop movements. On April 8, Doctor Joseph Warren—grand master of the North American Masons and the most senior rebel leader still residing in Boston—sent Paul Revere to warn the rebel leaders in Lexington and Concord. The Concord militia needed to transfer the weapons to new hiding places in the darkness of the night.

But the rebels were not the only ones with spies and messengers. General Gage soon heard Warren was sending messages through Revere.

On April 11, the Provincial Congress, chaired by Hancock, was held at Concord’s Wright Tavern and meetinghouse. The delegates agreed to recess, return to their homes, and await the outbreak of war. They also agreed to not shoot first but to bring a strong response to any violence offered.

On April 14, the HMS Nautilus arrived in Boston Harbor with Lord Dartmouth’s response to General Gage’s request: Gage would receive no more troops, but he was to arrest the Provincial Congress delegates and disarm the local militias in the towns surrounding Boston. This was to be carried out in utmost secrecy.

Now General Gage knew the numbers would remain against him. His only hope was to act fast and divide, intimidate, and disarm the rebel factions across the countryside. Gage sent out mounted patrols to disrupt Revere’s communication network, prepared boats to transfer his troops across the Charles River, and locked the gates of Boston each night to thwart spies and night riders.

On April 15, Gage received new information about Concord’s hidden weapons. They’d been dispersed to various places around Concord village. Many of them were stowed on Colonel James Barrett’s farm just across the river, a mile beyond the North Bridge.2

It was time to end this rebellion.





Serving the British Empire

General Gage and his American-born wife, Margaret, had been sent to Boston in 1774 so he could replace an unpopular military governor and enforce the so-called Intolerable Acts. From the start, Gage had recognized this was a near-impossible task.

Now Gage planned a secret attack on the Concord militia and military stores hidden across the countryside. He set the date for April 19, 1775—the eighty-sixth anniversary of the Concord militia’s overthrow of royal governor Edmund Andros.

But Gage didn’t realize that the rebels had received a copy of his orders from London, that his own wife sympathized with the rebels and likely was a spy, that the Provincial Congress delegates had recessed to their homes, and that the Sons of Liberty were prepared to alarm the countryside as necessary. His mission was doomed from the very start.

At noon on April 18, 1775, General Gage gave Lieutenant Colonel Francis Smith and Major John Pitcairn a map to the hidden weapons along with their orders:


You will march with the corps of Grenadiers and light infantry, put under your command, with the utmost expedition and secrecy to Concord, where you will seize and destroy all the artillery, ammunition, provisions, tents, small arms, and all military stores whatever. But you will take care that the soldiers do not plunder the inhabitants or hurt private property.3



Around sunset, Gage sent mounted patrols to block rebel communications. But it was too little too late, as historian Robert Gross explains:


By the time the seven to eight hundred Regulars did gather on Boston Common at 10 pm on April 18, the expedition was doomed to failure. For on the previous day the Committee of Safety had ordered the dispersal of the stores at Concord into the surrounding towns. As the Redcoats prepared to march, men and women in Concord were working through the night to remove the arms and ammunition by ox team to new hiding places in Acton, Stow, and Harvard, and in the woods and outskirts of their own town.4



This was a battle General Gage could not win, especially without more troops. It was clear that Parliament was unwilling to commit the proper resources. General Gage needed to isolate and discipline this wayward colony. Parliament feared that loss of political control over American colonies could mark the end of its North American settler colonialism for the British Empire.





The Revolution Begins

That same evening of April 18, just before Boston locked down, Doctor Warren sent Billy Dawes on horseback on the southern route to Lexington to warn Hancock and Sam Adams and to alert the towns along the route. Then Revere crossed the river to Charlestown in a small boat to alert all the towns on the northern route to Lexington.

A little before midnight, both Revere and Dawes arrived at Reverend Clarke’s house, where Hancock and Adams were staying. The messengers confirmed the rumors that English mounted patrols were being seen in the countryside.

Hancock immediately sent Solomon Brown to warn Concord, but Brown was captured by one of the English patrols. One of Concord’s young Sons of Liberty, Doctor Samuel Prescott, son of Abel Prescott, was in Lexington that evening, courting Lydia Mulliken. He agreed to carry the message to Concord with Revere and Dawes.

The three riders set out together, but Revere and Dawes were eventually captured by a British patrol. By that time, however, they had already warned much of the countryside east of Concord. This likely included Captain William Smith of Lincoln, the dashing young leader of the Lincoln minutemen and Abigail Adams’s brother. By now, the rebels controlled the countryside.

Doctor Samuel Prescott avoided capture, escaping over a stone wall and making his way through the woods. He rode on to Concord center to alert Amos Melvin, who was on guard at the townhouse that night. The First Parish bell began to ring out, calling forth Concord’s minutemen, as Samuel rode on to alert Acton and Stow and as his brother Abel, who was also a doctor, rode south to alert Sudbury and Framingham. Meanwhile, Hancock and Adams headed north and spent the next day in Woburn. After years of growing tension, the bells of freedom began to ring forth.





April 19, 1775

Lexington would be the first site of conflict. The Lexington militia was under strict orders to present a show of force but to not fire unless fired upon. These militiamen weren’t accustomed to taking such a defensive stance, however, after more than a century of fighting with and against the Indigenous people of this land. They were far more comfortable with a more evasive, offensive, individualistic, chaotic, and direct style of combat.

When Major Pitcairn and his Regulars arrived at 2:00 a.m., they discovered about 130 rebels under the command of Captain John Parker. As one of Rogers’s Rangers in the French and Indian Wars, Captain Parker was a master of the Indigenous ways of fighting in the wild.

The Regulars were surprised to see so few rebels had turned out to confront them. They’d expected a much larger force of five hundred to a thousand men.5 Major Pitcairn ordered the rebels to disperse. Pitcairn feared there would be far more rebels gathering by dawn.

Amid the chaos, a shot suddenly rang out—one not ordered by either side. It may have come from one of the inexperienced Regulars. Regardless of where the shot came from, the Regulars began firing in unison, killing eight Lexington men.

Rebel blood had been spilled and rebel lives taken. The Regulars realized they needed to make their way to Concord in haste—before more militiamen arrived. This proved to be a fateful decision. They were marching unprepared into the eye of the gathering storm.

Concord would emerge that April 19 as a citadel of American freedom. After serving for 140 years as the western frontier of the English—now British—Empire, Concord was now independently minded and militarily strong, a heavily armed encampment of about thirteen hundred citizens. The community prided itself upon its military past and independence.

Before dawn, Concord turned out two hundred trained militiamen ready and waiting for the British troops to arrive. In defiance of the world’s strongest military, the rebels erected a Liberty Pole with a rebel flag on the ridge above the meetinghouse.


In the many hours they waited that early morning, Concord’s men began to get stiff and chilled. The tavern keeper opened Wright Tavern to offer warm grog and food.

When it became clear that the British troops far outnumbered the Concord militia and that the full outbreak of war could be imminent, Colonel James Barrett pulled his forces back across the North Bridge to Punkatasset Hill. There they would await reinforcements from the surrounding towns until the rebels could be more certain of victory.

And when it became clear to Major Pitcairn that the entire countryside had been alarmed, he marched six light infantry companies, to Concord in double time to secure the North and South Bridges. His intent was to cut off rebel militias arriving from surrounding towns before the Regulars could establish control.

As the main body of British troops arrived in Concord, they first cut down the seditious Liberty Pole. Then, with General Gage’s map in hand, they proceeded to search for the hidden munitions.

With the minutemen now visible on the hill above the North Bridge, Lieutenant Colonel Smith gave orders to his infantry units: two companies were to guard the South Bridge, two companies were to search the center of town, and other companies were to cross the North Bridge to search Colonel Barrett’s farm and provide a bulwark for the gathering rebel troops.

By midmorning, the rebel militia on Punkatasset Hill had swelled to four hundred armed men. Word was passed among the gathering militiamen that larger militias were on their way.

Major Pitcairn led the search for the hidden munitions. While they were unable to find most of the munitions they sought, they did eventually locate and destroy three twenty-four-pound cannons (two of which were nicknamed Hancock and Adams) buried behind Samuel Jones’s tavern, five hundred pounds of musket balls, two half-filled barrels of small shot, and sixty barrels of flour. It was only a very small portion of what they’d hoped to find and confiscate, but it helped to validate Concord’s central role in the rebellion.

By this time, the searching soldiers were getting cold and stiff, so Major Pitcairn requisitioned the Wright Tavern as the British military field headquarters and offered grog to the troops. Hence, when the fighting broke out later in the day, many of the soldiers on both sides were somewhat groggy.


Despite finding only some of the secreted munitions, Major Pitcairn had his men build a fire in the middle of the town to destroy the gun carriages and the wagons used to transport them. He wanted to send a strong message about the futility of opposing the king’s army, the best-trained European imperial army in the world.

And a strong message it was—a misinterpreted one, however. To the militiamen on Punkatasset Hill, who now outnumbered the Regulars, it appeared that the British were burning Concord to the ground.

It is important to state once again that the Provincial Congress had declared that while Americans had the right to defend their homes from tyrannical force, they should not be the aggressors. The Americans were to fire upon the British Army only if they were fired upon.

But as the growing numbers of trained rebel militia approached the less experienced British troops at the North Bridge, a shot rang out in fear. As Ralph Waldo Emerson later declared, that shot was heard round the world. Rebels could stand up against imperial armies.

Why was this particular confrontation on April 19, 1775, so pivotal? After all, it wasn’t the first shot the hated British Army had fired in this growing conflict. It wasn’t the first blood they’d spilled. They’d killed rioters in the Boston Massacre, and they’d killed Lexington militiamen standing at attention earlier that very day.

So why did this shot go down in history?

Because now the Mass Bay militia fought back. As we’ll see in the coming pages, this shot, this spilling of blood, united the colonists as never before—and they far outnumbered the British troops.

The American Revolution had begun. Deaths on both sides would soon mount rapidly. And in many ways, Concord’s destiny as a military force would once again be fulfilled.





The Long March Back to Boston

The British infantry quickly fell back to Concord center. They then formed up around noon to begin the twenty-mile march back to Boston. They’d been unprepared for such violent resistance.

Major Pitcairn was wounded in this initial skirmish. Lemuel Shattuck, Concord’s first historian, writes that “at Wright’s Tavern, Pitcairn called for a glass of brandy, and stirring it with his bloody finger, remarked, ‘He hoped he should stir the damned Yankee blood so before night.’”6

However, Major Pitcairn had to have realized that momentum had shifted. The Yankee militia now outnumbered the British soldiers. A fierce fight unfolded the rest of that afternoon.

The British troops marched in formation as far as Meriam’s Corner, on the eastern edge of Concord, where militias from Concord, Carlisle, Lincoln, and Acton were lying in wait behind trees and stone walls. A militia company from as far away as Reading soon brought fresh resources to the battle. Then the Sudbury militia greatly increased the severity of the assault. By midafternoon, 1,800 colonial militiamen were firing upon 790 British Regulars.

General Gage sent 1,100 more British troops under Brigadier General Hugh Percy to provide reinforcements. Around two o’clock, the reinforcements arrived in Lexington, and Brigadier General Percy set up his perimeter to fend off the hostile rebels chasing the fleeing British troops.

As the now-reinforced British army made its way back through Menotomy (Arlington), additional militias from Medford, Malden, Danvers, and Beverly joined in the battle. And as the tired and depleted British troops approached Charlestown, militias from Roxbury, Brookline, Needham, and Dedham began firing on them as well.

From the very beginning, each side had its distinctive fighting style. When fighting Indigenous style in the woods and behind stone walls, the Americans of course had the advantage. When the two armies fought European style, facing each other in formation on a field of battle, the British soldiers had a distinct advantage.


However, the limitations of weaponry turned out to be another advantage for the Americans. The muskets used by both sides were not yet rifled and therefore not terribly accurate. This meant that a British soldier shooting at an American in the woods was more likely to hit a tree or stone wall rather than his target. Likewise, an American shooting at a British soldier in formation was also likely to miss his intended target—but in this case, he might hit the soldier to the right or the left. Thus, the Americans used less ammunition to kill more British soldiers.

By the time the British staggered back to Boston on that fateful April 19, they had suffered 73 killed, 172 wounded, and 26 missing. The rebels had suffered 49 dead, 36 wounded, and 5 missing.7

It was a completely unexpected outcome.





Onward to War!

On April 22, the Provincial Congress again met at the Wright Tavern. They voted to raise a colonial army of up to thirty thousand men to begin a siege of Boston to drive the British Army from New England. Doctor Joseph Warren, grandmaster of the Freemasons, was chosen president pro tempore, as John Hancock and Sam Adams had gone to Philadelphia to inform the Continental Congress about what had happened in Lexington and Concord.

This first American army would gather and be housed on Harvard’s campus in Cambridge, just outside fortified Boston. Harvard needed to temporarily relocate, and Concord was an obvious choice. This led to Concord and Harvard intermingling once again, as historian Harlow Giles Unger explains:


The college was removed to Concord and commenced its operations on the first of October 1775. President Langdon lived at Dr. Minott’s; Professor Sewall lived at James Jones’s; Professor Wigglesworth at the Bates place . . . Professor Winthrop at Darrias Meriam’s . . . and other officers in different parts of town. Twelve of the students boarded in the house now owned by Joseph Barrett, Esq., and others in many different places. The recitations were at the courthouse and meetinghouse.8



This cohabitation of town and gown would make Concord even more of a Harvard community for decades to come.





Siege of Boston

The Siege of Boston lasted ten months, three weeks, and six days. The American troops entrenched sixteen hundred men on Breed’s Hill and Bunker Hill above Boston.

While this siege unfolded, Concord sent cash, grain, meat, and wood to help sustain the poor of Boston unable to flee the city. The Provincial Congress assigned twenty-one displaced poor families—totaling eighty-two people—to Concord. In addition, Concord provided wood, hay, blankets, coats, shirts, and britches for the Continental army. The tax rate in this thirteen-hundred-person town was doubled to support the revolution.

Nearly two months later, on June 17, British warships pounded the Continental army’s fortifications but did limited damage, given the Americans’ entrenched positions. Then Major Pitcairn led a 2,400-man attack force that finally captured both hills. However, the British suffered over a thousand casualties in this effort, the most they’d ever lost in a single day of fighting. The British had killed over 100 patriots, taken 30 prisoners, and wounded 267 more, but the invincibility of the British Army was shattered.9

Notably, Major Pitcairn died commanding a force of 300 British marines as part of General Gage’s 2,400-man frontal attack force attempting to take Bunker Hill. The headstrong Pitcairn was shot four times, the last a fatal shot to the head, while leading the king’s army on a fool’s errand. His underestimation of the fortitude and training of the rebel forces cost him his life and contributed to Britain’s loss of its North American colonies.

In November, the patriots captured the cannons of Fort Ticonderoga and brought them over frozen rivers to fortify Dorchester Heights. With the Americans having such superior firing power overlooking Boston Harbor, and with the British having no appetite to repeat the disaster of Bunker Hill, the siege was over. The British troops and over one thousand American loyalists evacuated Boston on March 17, 1776.

After the disaster in Lexington and Concord and the pyrrhic victory at Bunker Hill, General Gage was relieved of his command. He returned to his aristocratic life in London, where he and Margaret raised their surviving children. He enjoyed the best of English society until his death in 1787.

The ongoing war would now shift away from New England, where revolutionary independence became the dominant force among the colonists. Within the mid-Atlantic colonies of New York and New Jersey, loyalist support for the British Army was quite strong. And in the southern colonies, the British had provisional support, depending upon the defense of slavery.

It had never been a foregone conclusion that all thirteen colonies would join the Revolution. The Continental Congress had to make compromises concerning taxes, tariffs, slavery, and states’ rights in order to hold this shaky alliance together.





Concord Serves in the War

The burden of the war fell differently upon Concord’s various social classes, especially when it came to military service far from home

On January 1, 1775, Concord enlisted 100 minutemen to prepare for war. During the remainder of that year, Concord sent 74 men to join the new American army in Cambridge.

In March 1776, 145 Concord men would each serve ten days on Dorchester Heights, helping to drive the British out of Boston. During the remainder of that year, 176 Concord men would serve in the American army in Boston, New York, Ticonderoga, White Plains, and Rhode Island. Their terms varied from three to twelve months. It was following the Ticonderoga campaign that William Emerson, Concord’s rebel minister, died of infectious disease.

In 1777, 55 Concord men were drafted for three-year enlistments, with another 119 serving for three to six months. In 1778, 33 Concord men were drafted for three-year enlistments, with 106 men serving between six weeks and nine months. In 1779, another 50 Concord men served, but these were generally limited to service of a few months in Massachusetts or Rhode Island. It was difficult, perhaps impossible, for married men and farmers to be away from their families and their farms for more than a few months out of the year.

In 1780, another 35 Concord men were enlisted for three years, while 29 served for six to nine months each. In 1781, 17 men served four-to-five-month terms. And Concord had its final draft for the Continental army in March 1782,10 seven weary years into the war.

Of all these Concord men who served, the burden fell most heavily upon the poor. Concord’s wealthy could pay others to fight in their place. And men who provided the primary support for their families—such as farmers, merchants, and professionals—often received only three-to-nine-month commissions. But battle-hardened troops were key to winning the war.

For the most part, the three-year enlistments were filled by poor young men and day laborers. The poorest families couldn’t pay for substitutes. They had no choice but to send their sons to fight in distant places, often under horrible conditions. The only compensation was paper currency of questionable value even if the rebels won—an outcome that remained highly uncertain.

Concord’s rich and well-connected prospered from the war as its poor suffered. As we will explore in coming stories, this would eventually lead to the poor people’s revolt called Shays’s Rebellion in 1786.





The Prescott Patriots

The fifth generation of American Prescotts—the eight sons and daughters of Doctor Abel Prescott and Abigail Brigham of Concord—were among Concord’s boldest patriots.

John, the eldest, was a minuteman and a farmer who lived to age seventy-eight. The next oldest, Benjamin, served as a surgeon during the revolution, then settled in Concord. He lived to age eighty-five.

Abigail married Concord’s Ephraim Minot, had three children, and lived to age seventy-seven. Dorcas Prescott married Ephraim’s cousin Samuel Minot, who commanded a company in the revolution and fought General Burgoyne at Saratoga. Upon retiring from military service, Samuel became a deacon of the church.

The three youngest—Dorothy, Jonathan, and Lucy—were teenagers at the time of the revolution. They would go on to be distinguished citizens of Concord.11

Not all the Prescott patriots survived the war, however. Twenty-six-year-old Abel Jr. was shot by a British patrol as he returned from alerting the Framingham militia in the early hours of April 19. He died the following August. His twenty-four-year-old brother Samuel survived April 19 but was captured later in the war. He died in prison in Nova Scotia.

The next generation of Prescotts were also patriots and distinguished citizens. Three of Doctor Benjamin Prescott’s children would do quite well. Rebecca married Roger Sherman of Connecticut in 1762. Roger would sign the Declaration of Independence and participate in the Constitutional Convention. Later, he would serve in the US House of Representatives and then Senate.

James married Millicent Estabrook Barrett and lived to the remarkable age of ninety-four. His younger sister Mary married Peter Barrett, son of Colonel James and Rebecca Barrett. Mary and Peter had eight children, and they lived all their life in Concord.


Doctor Jonathan Prescott’s oldest daughter, Mary, married John Hosmer of Concord. Thus, they united two more Concord families across five or six generations.

And their cousin George Prescott commanded a militia company in the revolution, serving with great merit. Upon military retirement, he was made a deacon of the church. He married a Barrett, and they lived in the eastern part of town, where Bulkeley, Willard, Hoar, Prescott, and Barrett cousins often made up a good portion of the school’s student body.

Over time, the Prescotts and Concord’s other leading families had become interconnected—not unlike how the Indigenous families had been interconnected, before the English settlers displaced them.





Bulkeleys in the Revolution

While newer families of wealthy professionals continued to be drawn to Concord, many of the older families—the Bulkeleys, Willards, Hoars, and Prescotts—continued to dominate Concord’s elite. Increasingly, though, they made their fortunes far from Concord.

When war broke out in the spring of 1775, Reverend Gershom Bulkeley’s great-grandson Charles Bulkeley was on a smuggling voyage to the West Indies. Captured by the British navy, the ship’s cargo was impounded, but Charles was released to go home to New London, Connecticut.

Several months later, he became a midshipman in the newly formed American navy. During the course of the war, he advanced to the rank of lieutenant before being captured by the British navy again. This time, he was confined to prison in England. In The Bulkeley Family, historian F. W. Chapman describes what happened next: “He at length made his escape, by secretly digging, with great labor and perseverance, a trench underground, leading beyond the outer wall, and succeeded in getting to France, from whence, after some delay, he returned to America. On reaching home, without waiting to repose or recruit, he took command of a privateer and hurried back to sea.”12

Charles’s cousin Eleazer Bulkeley was also a seaman, though he had a less dramatic experience during the war. Chapman captures Eleazer’s own words: “At the commencement of the year 1776 the Defense, an armed vessel, was fitted out at New Haven by the state of Connecticut. A goodly number of men, and boys too, enlisted from Fairfield, I among the latter, after receiving (reluctantly) my father’s permission.”13 Eleazor was actively involved in a number of battles at sea. Thirteen months later, he retired with a full military pension.

Daniel Bulkeley, a member of the seventh generation of Bulkeleys in America, was twenty-four years old when the war broke out. Once again, Chapman recounts the story: “He served in the Revolutionary War as a messenger, at one time for General Washington, was in several engagements; was slightly wounded in a skirmish on Long Island; was with the army when they crossed to New Jersey through the fog on that memorable occasion mentioned by history.”14

While the composition of Concord’s elite had changed over time, it remained true that the descendants of these elites continued to enjoy incredible life opportunities and privileges that less-favored citizens could not even dream about. At best, Concord might be described in this period as a democratic oligarchy based upon a hierarchy of wealth and class across the generations.





Willards in the Revolution

For over 150 years, Willard men from every generation fought Concord’s battles. Some sacrificed. Some prospered. Some died. But when their country called, at least one Willard in every generation replied yes. This was the Willard heritage—and part of Concord’s military-industrial heritage as well.

Major Simon Willard’s great-grandson Major Willard Moore died at the Battle of Bunker Hill. Family historian Joseph Willard explains: “He was early in the field, and took a prominent post of danger. . . . He was wounded and fell in the second charge of the enemy upon the lines. He received another wound through the body as his men were carrying him from the field which proved fatal.”15

However, not all Willards sided with the rebel Americans in this war. Doctor Nahum Willard, born at the Lancaster homestead in 1722, was vocally supportive of king and country during the revolution—even though he’d served as a surgeon in the French and Indian Wars and had provided housing and friendship to the young law student John Adams in 1755. Because of his loyalist stance, the Sons of Liberty spied upon and hounded Nahum throughout the war.

His cousin Abijah Willard, who had developed a reputation as a military genius during the French and Indian Wars, chose not to fight against his neighbors nor against his parents and/or adopted country. He initially resisted enlisting with either side. When the British Army evacuated Boston, he accepted an appointment as a commissary in the British Royal Navy. At the end of the war, he was given a crown grant in New Brunswick, Canada, as his large estate in Massachusetts had been confiscated.16





America Is a New Nation

John Adams would later state that the American Revolution was triggered by the combination of Britain threatening the slave trade, closing the American frontier prematurely, imposing substantial new taxes, and threatening Americans’ liberties. Many people in each of the colonies might have grudgingly accepted any of these actions had they been taken separately. But taken as a group, these actions became intolerable.

And so on July 4, 1776, the United States of America emerged as a confederacy of states with diverse cultures and expectations.

The new country’s founding documents were full of negotiated trade-offs and contradictions. Thus, while the Declaration of Independence focused upon American liberties, slavery was written into the US Constitution, taxes on American incomes would be prohibited for another hundred years, and manifest destiny would come to dominate America’s sense of self. Such contradictions were not inevitable, but in retrospect, they were the primary cultural manifestation of how America came to be the country it has been and is.

Having thrown off its oppressive mother country, this new confederacy of American colonies would meet to take up the subject of statehood and democracy in the eastern part of this newly captured continent. The new government was formed between the radical populist Sons of Liberty such as Sam Adams and John Hancock and the more law-and-order Federalists such as John Adams and James Bowdoin.

This new American notion of freedom was more aspirational than real. Capitalism, slavery, and economic inequality were compromises at the core of the American Constitution.





Concord’s Wartime Economy

By 1777, the high cost of warfare, the economic impact of so many Concord men away fighting, and the shortage of British manufactured goods led Concord into an inflationary spiral. The currency in which troops were paid for their service quickly declined in value.

A Massachusetts state convention met in Concord on July 14, 1779, to establish fair prices that could be enforced in all commercial transactions. The effort was unsuccessful, however, as Shattuck describes: “It was indeed a fruitless attempt to enforce a system of uniform prices of merchandise while the currency was depreciating in value. . . . The value of money was regulated monthly. By January 1, 1777, $100 in silver was worth $105 currency; in 1778 $328; in 1779 $742; in 1780 $2934; and in February 1781 $7500.”17 This was annual inflation of 212 percent in 1778, 126 percent in 1779, 295 percent in 1780, and 156 percent in 1781.

To fund the war, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts printed vast quantities of money in the form of bills of credit, which would come due when the war was over. Unger details how this effort, too, fell short: “Congress authorized the printing and distribution of two million pounds sterling in bills of credit—which, however necessary, had virtually no value at home or abroad. Each of the colonies was also printing its own, equally worthless certificates. To prevent the Revolution from stalling, Hancock and other men of great wealth in Congress made huge loans from their own personal sterling reserves to purchase essential supplies.”18

Largely following the lead of financiers such as Hancock and Cushing, Concord’s merchant class exchanged their cash reserves for Massachusetts bills of credit at face value, with expectations that they would receive their money back at face value upon victory. Many realized they would go bankrupt, however, if the war was lost or if their loans were never fully repaid.

Those with self-sufficient farms, businesses, or large property holdings faced an economic depression, making it difficult or impossible to recover their debts. Meanwhile, those with property and financial assets but little debt prospered. And at the bottom, the day laborers and wage workers who supported farmers, businessmen, and landholders suffered unemployment, poverty, and even starvation.

Leading up to the Revolutionary War, Concord had been as economically egalitarian as it ever had been. But war changes things. Economic turbulence often helps the rich and powerful become more so, and working-class people tend to suffer the most.

There are always fortunes to be made and lost in wartime. Tax and tariff radicals may have started the war, but it was America’s financial elite who most benefited in the end.

This same story played out across the colonies, including in Concord. Over generations, industrialization and capitalism would lift Concord’s economy to heights that were previously inconceivable, but it would be at the cost of rising economic injustice and bigotry.





War and Its Aftermath

By 1778, both sides had had enough killing and economic destruction. As Unger writes, steps were taken toward peace: “A parliamentary peace commission was on its way to Philadelphia with powers to negotiate with Congress and suspend all acts passed since 1763. Parliament had completely reversed itself. As an inducement to the colonies to remain part of Britain, it had repealed the Tea Act and the Coercive Acts and pledged never again to impose any taxes on the American colonies.”19

However, it was too little too late. The talks broke down regarding Parliament’s future ability to make laws governing American independence. The two sides were also unable to reach a fair settlement of the millions of dollars of debts incurred by both sides in the conflict. Who owed who what?

And so the war carried on for another five years.

This brought unexpected consequences, even for the most fervent patriots. Doctor Benjamin Church was convicted of being a double agent.He was banished to the West Indies where he died in 1778. Paul Revere was convicted of embezzling funds that had been intended to repair the fortifications at Castle Island in Boston Harbor. He spent the last part of the war under house arrest.20

In March 1780, the Massachusetts constitutional convention approved a state constitution drafted by John Adams that would soon result in the end of slavery in Massachusetts. Later that year, John Hancock would be elected governor in a landslide.21 Unger paints the picture: “His magnificently dressed Corps of Cadets, swords drawn, rode smartly, fifty in front and fifty behind, to the State House, where the General Court dissolved itself and a new constitutionally determined legislature took its place.”22 Governor Hancock brought pomp and ceremony to the young republic.

The rebels had thrown off the hated acts of Parliament. But unlike other revolutions, this revolution didn’t give free rein to the radicals—those who had actually fought for freedom. Rather, the colonial elite stepped up to manage the new commonwealth that emerged following the revolution.

What freedom meant, and the extent to which an adult was allowed or encouraged to participate in it, largely depended upon one’s social location.





Protests Begin

When the Revolutionary War finally ended in 1783, the Massachusetts economy was in tatters. The currency that had enjoyed the full faith and backing of the British government was now in free fall. English merchants refused to extend credit, requiring payment in gold or silver instead. And both the newly forming federal government and the reorganizing Massachusetts government were deeply in debt yet had limited authority to increase taxes.

Inflation was running rampant, destroying the fortunes of any and all people living on limited means or fixed incomes, as Unger illustrates:


Congress had printed $241 million in continental dollars, and the states had collectively printed nearly $210 million in thirteen different types of state currencies, whose values ranged from about one-third face value in-state to next to nothing out of state. The value of continentals, which Congress hoped would serve as universally acceptable currency, fell to a hundredth of their face value. A paper dollar bought only a penny’s worth of goods. . . . Sam Adams complained . . . that he had spent $2,000 in continentals to buy a $20 suit of clothes.23



The combination of high inflation, high property taxes, falling property values, declines in farm production, and the depression of the value of paper currency drove many farmers into bankruptcy. As these patriotic war veterans became destitute, already-wealthy land speculators added to their own fortunes, as Unger explains:


Some sold their lands at whatever price they could get; others simply gathered up whatever possessions and livestock they could and fled before the sheriff appeared to haul them off to jail for the nonpayment of debts. Land speculators—many of them sitting in the legislature in Boston raising taxes—snapped up lands at bargain prices and made fortunes reselling them to gullible immigrants who expected the barren farms to yield a bounty of riches.24



At a meeting with other commoners, a farmer identified only as Plough Jogger gave a personal account of this inequality:


I have been greatly abused, have been obligated to do more than my part in the war, been loaded with class rates, town rates, province rates, Continental rates, and all rates . . . been pulled and hauled by sheriffs, constables, and collectors, and had my cattle sold for less than they were worth. . . . The great men are going to get all we have, and I think it is time for us to rise and put a stop to it, and have no more courts, nor sheriffs, nor [tax] collectors, nor lawyers.25



These frustrations were leading to something much bigger: a redefinition of the American dream that would eventually extend voting rights and civic participation to most American adult citizens, regardless of gender, race, ethnicity, immigration status, or property ownership. The road to such freedom would be long and hard, as the compromises of 1776 would again and again lead to reinterpretations of what it meant to be “the land of the free and home of the brave.”

Fortunately, despite its limited gains and frequent setbacks, the United States of America generally came closer to its founding ideals than most governments on earth. And that is part of Concord’s ethos.





Polarized Viewpoints

Opinions were greatly divided about how to resolve the economic woes and the financial inequalities the revolution had created. It could easily have led to a civil war.

The younger, more radical Sons of Liberty—which included Paul Revere and Billy Dawes—sided with the poor rural veterans, who had made up such a large part of the Continental Army. In contrast, the hard-pressed merchants, wealthy landowners, and educated elite sided with the Federalists, who believed that if this new government were to survive, it needed to be on firm financial footing, where debts and obligations of both state and federal governments were honored in full.

Even the government was divided. Governor Hancock, who had been popularly elected, refused to use the state militia to enforce tax delinquencies. He proposed allowing the veterans to settle all debts public and private with the federal government’s greenbacks, even though the currency had deflated seventyfold. But the state legislature, dominated by Boston merchants, refused to consider such a proposal.

So in early 1785, Governor Hancock resigned in disgust and was replaced by James Bowdoin, a Federalist. Bowdoin was only too happy to enforce collection of taxes and land confiscations where necessary, and he stepped up court cases to collect taxes. The legislature also added additional property taxes to finance the government as well as to pay down some of the state’s war debts.

These additional tax levies were particularly burdensome. Even the Federalist John Adams said they were more than the people could bear.26





Shays’s Rebellion

As part of the Massachusetts militia, Daniel Shays had fought meritoriously at Concord and the Battle of Bunker Hill. And as part of the Continental Army, he fought at Saratoga, where he was wounded in action and forced to leave the fight.

As early as 1780, Shays had begun organizing war veterans to demonstrate for debt relief. These veterans had been paid in greatly deflated continental currency or perhaps hadn’t been paid at all.
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