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        “The invisible and nonexistent look much alike.”

        Delos B. McKown

      

        

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

    

  


  
    
      Author owns complete rights to this material and may be contacted in regards to distribution.

      This book or any portion thereof may not be reproduced or used in any manner whatsoever without the express written permission of the author except for brief quotations in a book review in which the author is noted.

      
        
        First Printing, 2019

        ISBN-13: 9781099222207

      

      

      

      
        
        ORDERING INFORMATION:

        Quantity Sales: Special discounts are available on quantity purchases by corporations, associations, and others via

        www.danielstombaugh.com

      

        

      
        Book Cover Design: Bobby Barnhill

        Editing: Lakeview Publications

        Publisher: Lakeview Publications

        Formatting: Craig A. Price Jr.

      

      

      [image: Vellum flower icon] Created with Vellum

    

  


  
    
      
        
        “Something—exactly like a finger and thumb it felt—nipped my nose.”

      

      

      

      
        
        ― H.G. Wells, The Invisible Man
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            Dedication

          

        

      

    

    
      This book is dedicated to Charlotte Mann. It was Charlotte who taught me how to hear the voice of God in my life. It was through her patience, love, and wisdom I was finally able to learn how to see the “Footprints” in the snow banks of my life left by the God I had thought to have been invisible.  Charlotte was the torch who helped illuminate my mind to just how big the room indeed is. I am forever in her debt.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Introduction

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        “To fall in love with God is the greatest romance; to seek Him the greatest adventure; to find Him, the greatest human achievement.”

        Augustine of Hippo

      

        

      

      The Invisible Man. WOW! What a concept. I remember, as a kid, watching the 1933 film based upon the story "The Invisible Man" by H.G.Wells and becoming captivated by the events of the main character Griffin. If you are not familiar with the story, here is a very brief overview.

      A mysterious man arrives at the local inn of an English village during a snowstorm. The stranger wears a long-sleeved, thick coat and gloves; his face is hidden entirely by bandages and demands to be left alone. Shortly after his arrival, a mysterious burglary occurs in the village. Throughout the events of the story, Griffin recounts how he invented chemicals capable of rendering bodies invisible, and, on impulse, performed the procedure on himself. He soon discovers that being invisible is a terror to the one who is and dies trying to become powerful enough to reverse the curse of invisibility. While on his "reign of terror" he can be tracked by footprints in the snow, shadows and other means. It is through these means he is hunted down and killed by the law.

      It was an intriguing story, and I bring it up because too many, God is "The Invisible Man." He would seem by many to be on a power trip only interested in forcing His agenda on the world through His "Unseen Hand" in our lives.
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      The cartoon makes me chuckle because often to us, God seems to be this "Invisible Man" who is waiting for the opportunity to allow pain in our lives.

      You have heard the questions before, and you may have even asked them yourself: "If God truly loves me, then why would he just allow __ (FILL IN THE BLANK) _ to happen to me?"

      Let's be honest for a minute here. If God really did so love the world, then why does He seem to be invisible when people are dying of cancer, starvation, torture, and disease? Why does He allow hate-filled people to come to power and inflict suffering on others? Why does He seem so invisible when the day to day struggles knock the wind out of us and demand we carry on as if nothing ever happened?

      
        
        WHY DOES GOD SEEM TO BE INVISIBLE?

      

      

      This book is intended to present perspectives that reveal God’s “Footprint in the snow” if you will.  When you can learn to spot the footprint, then the “invisible” becomes the most amazing comfort you will ever experience. Honestly, He says it best when He says nothing at all.

      
        
        ~ Daniel
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        “There is an invisible hand at work in the making of beautiful lives.”

        Bryant McGill
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            Chapter One

          

          THE PUNCH FROM NOWHERE
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        “There are moments when troubles enter our lives and we can do nothing to avoid them. But they are there for a reason. Only when we have overcome them will we understand why they were there.”

        Paulo Coelho

      

        

      

      I was reading the book of Job recently, and as always whenever I read the account of Job, I found myself being drawn into the story I was reading.

      The book of Job has this incredibly magnetic draw with its readers. It draws us into its depths in an attractive and hypnotic emotional trance. It holds power over us because the heart of another human being is presented with rare honesty and realism that we wish we were courageous enough to give or receive. Job was real with everyone who knew him and as we read his story, he, in turn, is real with us. It is the realism of the exposed human heart that grips us and forces us to take in all this man goes through no matter how painful it is for us to read.

      Hurt.

      It is massive emotional pain and severe trauma to the soul.

      It is like car wreck video footage we see. We wince as the accident happens but no matter how destructive the wreck, we cannot turn our eyes away.

      I admire Job because he is so much of what I feel I could never be. This man went through an unbelievable series of disasters and was able to display his feelings and emotions, through every phase of his suffering, with such a sheer rawness. He presents his perspectives to the world with vulnerability and openness that blows me away every time I read it.

      This man lost everything he held dear, within a matter of hours, and yet still clung tightly to a mindset of constant love being given from a seemingly invisible God that would keep him standing on his feet as his world fell apart around him.

      
        
        “And there was a day when his sons and his daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house: And there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were plowing, and the asses feeding beside them: And the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away; yea, they have slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.

        While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, the fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, and consumed them, and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.

      
        While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The Chaldeans made out three bands, and fell upon the camels, and have carried them away, yea, and slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, Thy sons and thy daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house: And, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.”

        Job 1:13-19

      

        

      

      Three events back to back take from Job everything he had spent his life building. Any one of these events would be enough to stop most people in life and of those stopped; very few would find a way to recover in a healthy and productive way. Job gets hit with three devastating life-changing events and, he is hit by all three within the space of a ten-minute conversation.

      The real bedrock of Job’s understanding throughout his trial was revealed, not after receiving the devastating news, but instead, it was shown after he was handed a crippling question.

      Life has a way of doing that to us, doesn’t it? Handing us the crippling questions which in turn draw from within us the answers we did not know we possessed.

      A writer named Flannery O'Connor once said, “We write to discover what we know.” And this quote seems to package Job’s passionate response to life’s crippling questions.

      Life prompts us with questions that go straight to the depth of our soul, and it is in the very bottom of our soul where we find the answers we need.

      In chapter one of Job’s story we see everything he held dear allowed to be taken from Him and in chapter two, his health is removed from the list of “blessings” Job would be able to count. Job lies naked and destitute. His one source of human strength, his wife, comes to him and asks him a question I believe anyone of us would ask Job.

      We like to pretend we have all of the “spiritual” answers to any circumstance we might face permanently locked in our minds and are confident we would respond to the same trials another faces with the strong resilience that a total faith on God provides. We tell ourselves how we would respond from the outside of a circumstance looking in however we are not in Job’s place. It is easy to say what we would or would not do in a given situation when we stand outside of the fire, but I believe we would at least think this question if not ask.

      
        
        
        “Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? Curse God, and die.”

        Job 2:9

      

        

      

      You have to listen to the question but what she is asking and stating says what we think in our “Job moments.”

      “If God really loves me, then why did He allow ___________?”  (Fill in the blank)

      “If this is the best God can treat you, after all, you have done for Him Job, then just give up and die.”

      Before we are too harsh to judge Mrs. Job’s advice to him, remember these were her children taken, and it was her financial security that crumbled along with her husband’s health.

      Job’s wife spoke out of her pain and hurt, and we would do well to remember people talk out of where they are. When God moves you to intercede in someone’s life, don’t take their painful responses to you personally because they are revealing to you just how much they need you. God knows what He is doing.

      Job goes on to speak with his friends who all say the same thing.

      
        
        “This is happening because of something that you have done.”

        

      

      Look at something Job says to his friends when they get on his case for speaking out of his pain.

      
        
        
        “Do ye imagine to reprove words, and the speeches of one that is desperate, which are as wind?”

        Job 6:26

      

        

      

      WOW! Job’s response is so clear to the questions and opinions being handed to him by those who are the closest to him.

      
        
        “Are you going to condemn me because I impulsively cried out of my desperation?”

        

      

      Through all of the emotional struggles that follow each conversation Job had, I kept going back to the question and statement his wife made. Because this question is one I believe each of us will ask or have asked at one point in our lives. What we do with this question will determine what we do when God appears to have disappeared in our life.

      
        
        
        “Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die.”

        Job 2:9

      

        

      

      
        
        “If this is the best that God can treat you, after all, you have done for Him Job, then just give up and die.”

        

      

      Job goes on to curse his birth, question his life and even think about his death but he never tries to end things.

      My question is why? What kept him kicking? What did he know that allowed him to look his circumstances in the eye and keep breathing? Did Job know something that could help us in our “Job Moments” and if so, what did he know?

      The answer blew me away!!! I have read this story so many times and, yet somehow I missed what I am going to lift out here. Look what I found!!!

      
        
        
        “Behold now, I have ordered my cause; I know that I shall be justified. Who is he that will plead with me? for now, if I hold my tongue, I shall give up the ghost.”

        Job 13:18-19

      

        

      

      Did you see that?

      
        
        “This is my case, I KNOW that I am righteous. Who can argue with me over this? If you could prove me wrong, I would stop defending myself and die.”

        

      

      Job did not give up because Job never faltered in his understanding of where he stood with God.

      There is a law of sowing and reaping. There are painful consequences to wrong actions, but there are also GOD ALLOWED circumstances that shake our world to its foundation. There is a difference between the two. Job had done nothing wrong, and he knew it. He also knew God loved him in spite of the circumstantial evidence that seemed to say otherwise.

      I am not sure who this chapter is for but if you are having a “Job moment” and God appears to have disappeared in your life please let me speak into your spirit for just a moment.

      
        
        YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD IS NOT DETERMINED BY YOUR FEELINGS; RATHER IT IS SETTLED ON FACT.

      

      

      You and I can say the same thing Job said when it comes to God allowed circumstances in our lives. Read this passage and read it slowly. Take in every word as you read.

      
        
        
        “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.”

        Romans 5:1-5

      

        

      

      If you are His child, you are at peace with Him. Why does God allow things to devastate our comfort zone and our plans? We may never know all of the reasons behind His allowed circumstances and certainly not at the time we go through it, but we do know He is aware of us and His allowed circumstances are not His punishment. He made peace with you on the cross, and you signed God’s peace treaty when you accepted Him, by faith, as your savior.

      What kept Job kicking is what can keep us kicking. It is the firm understanding that God’s ways are higher than our ways and that His thoughts are higher than our thoughts. It is an understanding that it is God’s purpose, not His fairness that dictates the circumstances in our life.

      God has never been about being fair. God has always been about purpose. It is God’s purpose, not His fairness that dictates the circumstances of our lives. God has always been about purpose.

      
        
        
        And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.”

        Ephesians 2:1-10

      

        

      

      I am drawn to Job’s story because in this story I find a strength displayed which can only come from knowing who I am IN God and who I am TO God.

      
        
        
        “Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:”

        Philippians 1:6

      

        

      

      Not every unfortunate event in your life is chastening or the devious and disruptive work of Satan. Sometimes the “Job moments” are merely God’s sovereign purpose at work. It is going to be okay, and He is not mad at you. He loves you and is at perfect peace with you. Stand in His love today and know that even when God appears to have disappeared, He is right there with you.
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