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It was Lisa’s ninth birthday, and the sun shone brightly through
her bedroom window. Today would be a day full of laughter, games,
and celebration.
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Downstairs, her mother, Mrs. Smith, was busy hanging colorful
streamers and balloons. Outside in the backyard, a big jumping
castle stood on the grass. Lisa could hardly wait. Soon, friends
began arriving.
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There was Mia with her sparkly
shoes, Carlos in his superhero T-shirt, and of course, Liam—Lisa’s
best friend
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His parents, Mr. and Mrs. Thomson, had gone to a conference in
another town, so Liam would stay with Lisa’s family for the
weekend. The backyard was alive with excitement.
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The children bounced up and down in the jumping castle,
squealing with delight. They played tag, chased each other, and
even tried balancing on one foot inside the bouncy walls.
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