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Introduction


			My graduate degrees are in anthropology (majoring in American Indian archaeology) from Indiana University. I have been a professional archaeologist in Indiana for over 50 years, have taught at Indiana University, was the Curator of Collections at the Glenn A. Black Laboratory of Archaeology at Indiana University, and was the principal archaeologist for the Indiana Department of Transportation for more than 30 years. My academic interests are archaeology and history, and I am a published author of research papers.


			I moved to Martinsville over 40 years ago and became interested in local history. One result of my research was the writing of a major article about John Wooden which was published by the Indiana Historical Society in 2012. That article includes a great amount of new information pertaining to Wooden that had not been published before (Tomak, Stuttgen, and Tomak 2012). Subsequently, another article of mine about Wooden was published by the Indiana High School Basketball Historical Society (Tomak 2015). In addition, I coauthored a book about Morgan County history as illustrated by postcards (Stuttgen and Tomak 2007) and coauthored another such book devoted to Martinsville (Stuttgen and Tomak 2008).


			This book results from my long-term research interests and from more recent events and circumstances. It focuses on selected Martinsville High School basketball teams, former Martinsville high schools, former high school gymnasiums, and people who meet particular criteria. It is written as a series of narratives accompanied by pictures. In pursuing research for this book, decisions had to be made regarding what and who to include in it, and various considerations were involved in the selection, limitation, and treatment of the contents. There were practical considerations, and choices needed to be made.


			In order to have a featured narrative in this book, a person must have been inducted into an Indiana sports hall of fame at least at the state level (for example, the Indiana Football Hall of Fame) and also must have had sufficiently close ties to Martinsville. Although it is usually easy enough to determine whether or not a person is closely enough associated with Martinsville, sometimes it can be a difficult decision.


			This book is based upon many kinds of sources of information. When possible, I obtained information from people about their career, and I talked with individuals to obtain information about the careers of others and/or about other things that pertained to my research. Very importantly, however, I also made a concentrated effort to use a wide variety of official and other appropriate records and sources in my research and to base my narratives upon multiple sources of information, with accuracy being a constant goal. It is necessary not only to find information but also to try to determine whether or not the information is accurate.


			When conducting research, it sometimes happens that what is found in the records differs from what has been said or written about something or someone. This is the case, for example, with some of the stories about John Wooden, whose early life I have researched for several years. Records research shows that there is a noticeable amount of false and misleading information about Wooden that is commonly believed to be true. In this book, I have made a great effort to provide accurate information based upon a multitude of official and other appropriate records and sources which are used as a principal means to provide verification for what I write. Examples of the kinds of records and sources used for this book are: various sports records and documents, information obtained from sports organizations and entities, school yearbooks, school records, other school documents, newspaper archives, books, articles, other publications, unpublished records and documents, real estate records, church records, vital statistics records, census data, other government records, family history and genealogical records, and pictures and various other graphics.


			I began investigating some of what is in this book, including my major research on John Wooden, approximately ten years ago. My previous research also includes subjects that are related to my John Wooden research and includes other topics that I studied as subjects of interest in their own right. It is sometimes the case that research turns out to be useful in unanticipated ways, and my previous research proved to be quite useful to my involvement with a Glenn M. Curtis Memorial Gymnasium project.


			The Glenn M. Curtis Memorial Gymnasium is on the campus of the John R. Wooden Middle School on south Main Street in Martinsville, Indiana. Eric Bowlen, Principal of that school, undertook a project at the Glenn Curtis Gymnasium to commemorate the gymnasium, some Martinsville basketball teams, Glenn Curtis, and John Wooden. As the project advanced, additional ideas were considered, and it was decided to include two former high schools, additional basketball teams, and people sufficiently associated with Martinsville who are in an Indiana state sports hall of fame.


			The Glenn Curtis Gymnasium project includes scanning pictures and having them printed onto strips of vinyl which fit together to form a continuous panel or “wrap” which was placed on a wall in the gymnasium. The wrap is approximately 140 feet long and about 10 feet high. Some form of text is to be associated with the wrap. My involvement with the project included finding the pictures for the wrap and being a source of accurate historical information. My past and present research, which forms the basis of this book, might also be used for the gymnasium project.
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