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This is the fourth book in a series that deals with illicit drug trafficking through the Caribbean Basin to the North Atlantic. The fourth installment deals specifically with Transnational Organized Crime (TOC) and drug trafficking in the apex transshipment points, not apex production points, in the second decade of the 21st century that encompass the Caribbean island chain, Venezuela, Guyana and French Guiana. The apex transshipment points dealt with are as follows: the Dominican Republic (DR), Suriname, French Guiana, Martinique and Guadeloupe. The chapter on the DR presents the two TOC business models in operation in the DR, their methodologies of drug trafficking and their power relations with the DR State which constitute the premier transshipment point of the Caribbean island chain. In the power relations between TOC and the DR State it is painfully obvious that the DR State continues to be endemically corrupt and is now captured by TOC. The chapter on Suriname deals with the operational presence of TOC and its business models in Suriname, which has constituted Suriname as the premier transshipment point to Europe in the Caribbean/CARICOM region. This apex transshipment position to Europe is the result of the operational presence of the Mexican Transnational Trafficking Organizations (MTTOs) in Suriname. Suriname is also a logistical hub for TOC distributing cocaine for transshipment to Brazil, French Guiana, Guyana, Aruba, Curacao and islands of the Caribbean island chain as Jamaica, The Bahamas, Sint Maarten and Trinidad and Tobago. In its power relations with the Suriname State TOC has easily captured a weak, underdeveloped, under-invested, corrupt State, which from its entry into Suriname was incapable of averting the threat posed by TOC operationalized in Suriname. The chapter on Venezuela deals with the changes made to the Venezuelan model of drug trafficking in the second decade of the 21st century by the hegemony of the MTTOs and the strangulation of the economy by US sanctions from 2015 to 2020 which is part of an ongoing strategy of regime change in Venezuela that commenced with the election of Hugo Chavez Frias as President in 1998. The assault on a weak, endemically corrupt, underdeveloped and under-invested State that Chavez inherited in 1998 by the North Atlantic agenda of regime change enabled and emboldened TOC in Venezuela to move for State capture, in fact to make the State and its institutions its servile lapdogs. The purveyors of the discourse of the War on Drugs were then complicit in handing State power to TOC in Venezuela to effect regime change, for these were the North Atlantic’s drug traffickers. TOC in Venezuela, specifically the Colombian paramilitary groups, then revealed their political colors, with the noted exception of the MTTOs who saw the risks involved in becoming political actors with its impact on the hegemony they exercise over Venezuelan drug trafficking in the period under study.  The coming of the usurper heightened the contradiction within TOC between the Colombian paramilitary groups that openly support the usurper as Los Rastrojos and the MTTOs pursuing an apolitical path. This divide in TOC resulted in an intensification of the hegemony of the MTTOs over drug trafficking in Venezuela as TOC groups that were once working partners with ruling politicians, agents of the State and oligarchs overnight became political enemies, purveyors of regime change alienated from the agents of Maduroismo exercising power over the agencies of the State. A political gamble taken by Colombian TOC that worked to the benefit of the MTTOs. This is not a presentation on the Venezuelan drug trafficking terrain in the second decade of the 21st century that is constituted by the discourse of North Atlantic regime change or the discourse of Maduroismo. This is a presentation rooted in an analysis of power relations fully cognizant of the fact that the North Atlantic War on Drugs is a phony war used to mask social control and white supremacist colonial imperial geopolitical domination. In both the discourses of regime change and Maduroismo, the discourse of the War on Drugs drives social control and the power relations that arise from the quest for geopolitical hegemony seen in Madurosimo’s discourse of being compliant with the North Atlantic’s War on Drugs in its quest for affirmation from the North h Atlantic. Maduroismo is then begging for a deal with the North Atlantic, as it strangles the Bolivarian Revolution to establish its fitness to be the North Atlantic’s neo-colonial lackey in charge of Venezuela. This is potently illustrated by the application and policing of the North Atlantic’s discourse of prohibition in a Venezuela on the brink of economic devastation brought about by the application of North Atlantic white supremacist, colonial imperialist sanctions. It is then a war of words and imagery that is rooted in hypocrisy and bare, naked lies. Finally, the French overseas departments of French Guiana, Martinique and Guadeloupe are dealt with as apex transshipment points to the metropole, where you extend the borders of the metropole to the Caribbean and the northern rim of South America, into the heart of the most valuable drug transshipment basin in the world. In a bid to maintain the legacy of French white supremacist colonial domination in the western hemisphere, you extend your border into this basin and when faced with a concerted threat from TOC to weak, under-invested and underdeveloped colonial State security apparatuses the manner in which the French State responds proves that the War on Drugs is a phony war and that you simply have priorities other than responding effectively to the threat. The various business models of TOC in these French overseas departments speak to the level of drug trafficking into these territories and transshipment to France, which confirms that the MTTOs have specifically targeted these French overseas departments, and the response of the French State has been weak, ineffective, tardy and informed by colonial delusion. The response of a metropolitan State to this threat over time confirms that there is no War on Drugs to prosecute, only an instrument of power to wield in the social order and geopolitically. A phony war.

The methodology utilized presents seizures from daily news sources from each country which allow analysis of the organization of TOC and the trafficking methodology utilized in each country studied. This presents an operational terrain of TOC which enables the identification of the TOC groups involved through the business models in operation and the ability to measure the effectiveness of the State response to these TOC groups operating in these countries. The two dominant business models are presented and discussed, which highlight all the reasons for the hegemony of the MTTOs over the illicit trades of the Caribbean Basin, South, Central, North America and Europe in the second decade of the 21st century. This work then deals with the power relations between TOC in the second decade of the 21st century and the State in the apex transshipment points listed in this work, with specific emphasis on the MTTOs. What is abundantly clear is that the discourse of prohibition of the War on Drugs has created demand for illicit drugs which turns TOC into transnational generators of wealth that flows into the world capitalist system for washing and investing towards the creation of clean, licit stores of wealth and in the pursuit of this ‘GAME’ Third World States become targets of TOC in order to maximize profits and ensure sustainable wealth generation. These states then fall prey to both TOC and the North Atlantic’s War on Drugs for they are in fact joined at the brain, inseparable Siamese twins. There can’t be one without the other, prohibition begets TOC which further victimize the victims of white supremacist imperial capitalist colonial and neo-colonial domination exercising one of its instruments of power, the War on Drugs. The Wretched of the Earth!
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Chapter One

The Dominican Republic
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The Dominican Republic (DR) is the premier transshipment point for the trafficking of illicit drugs to Europe and the USA in the Caribbean Basin whilst being a negligible producer of these illicit drugs, unlike Colombia and Venezuela. The terrain of the operationalisation of the illicit trades in DR is then strategically necessary to understanding the hegemonic business model of the illicit trades in the second decade of the 21st century. This chapter will present an analysis of the terrain of operationalisation of the business model of the illicit trades and its power relations with the social order of the DR for the period 2013-2020 through the classification of news reports for the period under specific headings thereby creating an order of classification, a typology of activities and methodologies that constitute an illicit, hegemonic business model and the nature of its power relations with the licit social order. The order of classification comprises the following: Transnational Organised Crime in the DR, Trafficking Methodologies of the DR, Human Smuggling DR, Judicial Corruption DR, State Corruption DR, Small Arms Trade DR, the Sex Trade DR and Haiti and the DR.

Transnational Organised Crime DR (DR TOC)

2013

The dramatic increase in the volume of illicit product entering and being transshipped from the DR to Puerto Rico, the mainland USA and Europe noted in 2012 from the increased volume of interdiction was part of a wider strategy of a new hegemonic business model that had now displaced the business model of the illicit trades of the DR, rooted in the business model of the Valle Norte Cartel of Colombia. 2013 would reveal the full expanse of this new business model of the DR and its impact on the social order of the DR. The tsunami of illicit product continued whilst the trafficking methodology employed evolved, the capos of the Eastern provinces of the DR, created by the eclipsed Colombian Valle Norte model, were displaced with the help of the USA, the local drug markets became a prime investment zone to ensure the expansion of demand, Transnational Organised Crime (TOC) groups operationalised in the DR increased their power over the trade, whilst affiliates as Albanian and Serbian TOC groups entered the market and made their presence felt, and human smuggling into and from the DR became globalized moving clients from as far as Asia into the Caribbean Basin for illicit entry into the USA and Canada. From 2013 the hegemony of the business model of the Mexican Transnational Trafficking Organizations (MTTOs) indicated potently that it was now hegemonic in the illicit trades of the DR and the revolutionary change in the illicit markets of the DR was now palpable and legion.

The DR 1 Daily News of 15 march 2013 reported that the TV personality Angie Agramonte was arrested in December 2012 with USD 300,000 in her vehicle and Raymundo Antonio Pena Martinez was arrested in Haiti, as both of them were part of a TOC group comprising Colombians, Venezuelans and Dominicans that  exported on a monthly basis approximately USD 2.5-12 million in cash to Venezuela, Colombia and Panama for washing into clean, licit money. Pena Martinez is reported as the front man, the man of straw for the Colombian brothers Huber Oswaldo Buitrago Ruiz and Angel Maria Buitrago Vacca, players in the old Colombian model now being dismantled. The Valle Norte business model sold its product on wholesale markets to anyone with the money to buy, which meant that the wholesalers of product did not seek to dominate trafficking to consumer markets and wholesale and retail drug markets in these high consumption markets. The capos in the DR were then trafficking and disposing of their product in the USA and Europe, moving back the cash raised from drug sales to the DR, where it has to be exported to laundries located out of the DR, with a smaller part laundered in the DR. The trafficking of product and dirty money is then the complete game and the DR is inundated by both illicit product and dirty money, which distorts the nature of investment in the DR. The DR 1 Daily News of 11 April 2013 reported that two Dominicans and a Cuban were arrested and USD 417,998 seized in the DR with USD 2.5 million seized in the US for money laundering, via a money exchange bureau. Both Dominicans had drug trafficking convictions and one was deported from the USA, all three being disposable straw men for the drug trafficking Capos and their organised crime groups in their quest to wash the loads of cash generated by product sales. The DR 1 Daily News of April 2013 reported that USD 3,332,645 of dirty money was seized from a trafficking group which operated at the Casa de Campo complex at La Romana, DR with seven people arrested including an officer of the DNI who was charged with the operational logistics of the TOC group. The USD 3.3 million was transported via a yacht from Puerto Rico then transferred on the high sea to a Dominican catamaran which then docked at the marina of the Casa de Campo, La Romana. Another instance of the inherently flawed business model rooted in the Valle Norte model, which lacked the dynamic of the business model of the MTTOs, being incapable of generating the dynamic of the MTTOs given its scale of operations and its lack of policed organizational discipline. The DR 1 Daily News of 22 April 2013 reported that in the past five months the DNCD working closely with the US DEA and other agencies seized more than 3,000 kilos of illicit drugs but only the functionaries, the straw men of the TOC groups were arrested, whilst the Capos remain untouched. The seizure of more than 5,000 kilos for the year was dominated by four operations against TOC groups, one in Punta Cana, one at Saona Island and two at the Multimodal Caucedo Port in Boca Chica, which illustrates the evolution of the trafficking methodology of TOC groups in the DR by 2013 as one of two ports for containerized cargo, Caucedo, was now a major trafficking point. The DR 1 Daily News of 1 May 2013 reported that the DNCD working with the US DEA seized 39 packets of cocaine and arrested three persons, including a Canadian citizen, all members of a TOC group that imported cocaine at Punta Cana and Bavaro in the DR which was then smuggled into Puerto Rico. The Canadian citizen, Arkadi Pollakevich, was arrested on a Canadian registered boat transporting the cocaine to Puerto Rico. The DR 1 Daily News of 22 September 2013 reported on the posting of bail by the Buitrago brothers after being granted bail by a judge in the sum of RD$ 3 million each, which indicated the ability of the TOC group headed by the brothers to influenced the judicial process to be granted bail rather than being placed in preventative detention and to then easily post the bail sum. A potent indication of the impunity enjoyed by drug Capos in the DR. The DR 1 Daily News of 25 September 2013 reported that the Buitrago brothers, having been granted bail which they posted and were about to be released from the Palace of Justice in Santo Domingo, were then arrested on new charges of using forged identities to enter the DR and jailed at the Najayo prison. The lawyer for Oswaldo Buitrago Ruiz stated that the National District judge Jose Alejandro Vargas granted bail to the brothers on the evening of 23 September 2013 but the brothers were unable to post bail as they were moved to a different jail without the means to post bail and leave the jail. State officials intent on placing Capos before the criminal justice system of the DR are faced with the depth and expanse of the impunity afforded the Capos by the DR State. The DR 1 Daily News of 25 October 2013 reported that the Capo Antonio del Rosario Puente (Tono Lena), extradited from the DR to Puerto Rico on charges of trafficking drugs from the DR to Puerto Rico, had arrived at a plea deal with the US Department of Justice which was accepted by the Puerto Rican Judiciary. Under this plea deal Tono Lena pleaded guilty and earned just a six year prison sentence in return for becoming an informer to the US Federal government. All charges against Tono Lena laid by the DR were subsequently dropped to facilitate his extradition to Puerto  Rico, which means that with his release from US prison and his return to the DR all his seized assets will have to be returned to him, as was the case with those Capos previously extradited to the US who also turned informers. It was estimated in the report that some RD$100 million in assets of Tono Lena were seized by the State of DR with his arrest in the DR, which have to be returned on his return to the DR. The DR 1 Daily News of 30 October 2013 reported that six Bulgarians involved in bank card skimming via attacks on ATMs in the DR were arrested in the Marbel and Los Caroles housing complex in Bavaro. Those arrested were reported as having stolen more than USD 200,000 from locals and tourists in Punta Cana, Sosua, Puerto Plata, Veron and Bavaro. An indication of the operation of Eastern European transnational organised crime in the DR, which subsequently expanded their operations throughout the Caribbean island chain. The DR 1 Daily News of 5 November 2013 reported that the DEA had indicated that Puerto Rico and the DR were now trafficking routes of choice to the US in which the volume of product moved is steadily increasing, seen in the rising level of interdiction in 2012 and 2013. In 2012 87 tons of cocaine were seized in the Caribbean, almost double the seizures of 2011 and in the first six months of 2013 44 tons were seized. It is estimated that some 6% of the cocaine that enters the US was transshipped through the DR. The DR 1 Daily News of 5 November 2013 reported on the level of foreign investment in the DR geared to acquiring existing DR businesses owned by ethnic Dominicans. There were 70 overseas companies with investments of more than US$20 billion. This drive to acquire companies owned by Dominicans as Induveca, Helados Bon, Cerveceria Nacional Dominicana, Brugal and Tricom is dominated by investors from Brazil, Mexico and Colombia. Clearly the proceeds of the illicit trades in the second decade of the 21st century is now distorting the nature of ownership of enterprises in the economy of the DR as illicit funds washed and cleansed are now recirculated to purchase licit businesses to carry the imperative to wash one stage deeper. The DR 1 Daily News of 6 November 2013 reported on the seizure of shipments of cocaine in containers sent to Spain from the DR for a transnational crime group to retrieve and monetize in Spain. Two shipments of cocaine in shipping containers from the DR, including one with 1 ton of cocaine mixed in with cotton, were part of 1,160 kilos of cocaine consigned to this TOC group dismantled in Spain, interdicted by the Civil Guard of Spain in one month. This report illustrates the volume of cocaine leaving the DR via containerized cargo for Europe consigned to TOC groups in Europe which presents the organic link between the DR and European TOC groups, hence the need for their operational presence in the DR. There must then be a working alliance between the MTTOs and European TOC groups, especially the Ndrangheta, which needs to be understood as it impacts the new hegemonic order constituted by the MTTOs over the illicit trades of the DR. For 2013 the concern is with cash transport operations and seizures of trafficked illicit drugs as the only Capos in play were the Buitrago brothers of Colombia. Quirino Ernesto Paulino Castillo and Tono Lena are in US jails, whilst other Capos created by the old order of the Valle Norte Cartel model continue to operate in space that is being constricted by the MTTOs and the informers who are giving them up in exchange for slap on the wrists jail time in the US. In 2014 and thereafter the extinction event will approach that of a perfect storm.

2014

The DR 1 Daily News of 27 January 2014 reported that on his release from US prison and with his return to the DR Paulino Castillo will have his assets seized by the DR State returned to him, as in his deal with the US Department of Justice he was fined US$ 14.5 million leaving the rest of his fortune estimated at RD$1 billion in 2004 at his arrest free from seizure from the US. Since all charges against Paulino Castillo placed by the DR were dropped to facilitate his extradition to the US, Paulino Castillo in his deal making was left with a notable fortune by the US government as reward for him being an informer. The DR 1 Daily News of 7 February 2014 reported that on 23 January 2014 Paulino Castillo was released from the Metropolitan Correctional Center of Brooklyn, New York, USA. Paulino Castillo made a plea deal, served nine years in prison, sung for his supper as an informer and in return his family was moved to the USA as residents and he earned his residency status, even though a convicted criminal. Paulino Castillo has dirt on many prominent persons in the DR social order, especially the political elite. It must be noted that members of the Paulino Castillo organization extradited to the USA also made deals where they informed and were all given sweetheart deals by the US government.

The DR 1 Daily News of 13 March 2014 reported that on 10 March 2014 ten persons charged with being members of a TOC group including the owner of CaribAir Airlines were all granted bail by the Judiciary of the DR. The DR 1 Daily News of 24 April 2014 reported the seizure of a go-fast boat off the coast of Barahona in international waters loaded with 600 kilos of cocaine. The Colombian Andres Berros/Rene Rueda Martinez (el Capi) who served three years in prison for his part in the Paya drug case was arrested on board the go-fast vessel along with a Dominican national and were both transported to Florida. A two man operation designed to maximize the product load carried on a run to the DR under the command of a seasoned Colombian trafficker in the DR, a member of a TOC group in the DR, that received supply from Los Urabenos of Colombia, noted for the drug violence of the Paya incident in August 2008. In 2014 Los Urabenos continues to supply shipments of cocaine to a TOC group in Peru composed of Mexicans, Ecuadorians and Colombians who then stash the drugs in shipping containers that are emptied of its loads at the multi-modal shipping port of Caucedo and the Haina Oriental port in the DR. There is then a multiplicity of trafficking methods utilized by this TOC group to move cocaine supplied by Los Urabenos to the DR.

The Ndrangheta in the DR

The DR 1 Daily News of 28 April 2014 reported that Nicola Pignatelli a fugitive from justice in Italy, convicted in absentia and sentenced to 15 years in jail for drug trafficking, was arrested at Juan Dollo, DR on 27 April 2014. Pignatelli was leader of a Ndrangheta crime family which connected him to Roberto Pannunzi recently arrested in Colombia. Pannunzi was the dominant broker for the supply of cocaine to Italian TOC groups, especially the Ndrangheta. The Valle Norte Cartel business model resulted in the evolution of cocaine brokers who matched supply to demand and the delivery of supply to the end user. Pannunzi was then the hegemonic broker based in Colombia and Pignatelli was placed in the DR to oversee the transshipping operations through the DR to Europe and the USA. Pignatelli’s presence in the DR palpably illustrates the strategic importance of the DR to the drug trafficking operations of the Ndrangheta under the old business order premised on brokers that matched Colombian supply to Ndrangheta clan demand with these brokers based in the Caribbean basin. This business model was subsequently dismantled when a superior business model was formed with a partnership between the Ndrangheta clans and the MTTOs. The new order is now premised on a business partnership between the Ndrangheta and the MTTOs, which dismantled the broker system, which means that shipments now are monitored by affiliates of the MTTOs in the DR without the need for exposure of Ndrangheta members to the DR. The broker system was essentially inefficient, subject to penetration by law enforcement, undisciplined and riddled with informers and placed the TOC group under the thumb of the broker. More importantly it could not deliver the volume of cocaine necessary on a sustainable basis to flood European drug markets with a tsunami of cocaine, thereby expanding cocaine demand in Europe and deepening drug markets. The Ndrangheta in alliance with the MTTOs have now achieved this strategic intent denied them under the old model.

The DR 1 Daily News of 27 October 2014 reported on an armed assault by a drug militia on the Najayo prison in an attempt to free a drug capo or to kill a capo incarcerated there on 24 October 2014. Winston Rizik Rodriguez incarcerated at Najayo in concert with the fugitives from justice Jesus Pascual Cabrera Ruiz and Pascual Cordero Martinez were the probable intellectual authors of the attack on the prison, for entirely different reasons. A drug militia armed with M 16 automatic rifles took two guards hostage and opened fire on the prison from outside its walls. The prison guards in response to the attack of the militia engaged with the militia and opened fire on the inmates to preempt a breakout. Four inmates were reported killed and six injured, whilst the deputy director of the prison was killed in the attack. The DR 1 Daily News of 5 September 2014 reported that Winston Rizik Rodriguez (El Gallero) turned himself in to authorities on 4 September 2014 on charges of drug trafficking, money laundering and weapons possession. In a press conference Ruiz made before turning himself in to the authorities he stated that he is innocent as charged as he is just an innocent businessman marked for death by Pascual Cabrera Ruiz and Julio Caesar Cabrera Ruiz. With the extradition of Tono Lena to Puerto Rico a war for hegemony over the old order of the eastern DR trafficking region of the DR had broken out between the three Capos of the old order, for they exerted no hegemony over the new order and were all marked for extinction. This war was then the futile thrashing about of a dead order as rigor mortis set in. Was the attack on Najayo prison an attempted jail break by Winston Rizik or an attack to kill Rizik on the inside of the prison, through the use of the external attack as a distraction? In either case the attack failed. Winston Rizik Rodriguez escaped from a US prison whilst serving a sentence for drug  trafficking, in 1995 he was arrested in the DR and spent five years in remand until the Supreme Court of Justice ruled that his extradition request to the USA had expired which earned him his release from jail. Rizik is then the product of the national security apparatus and the Judiciary of the DR. The DR 1 Daily News of 20 November 2014 reported that on 19 November 2014 Ernesto Bienvenido Guevara Diaz (Maconi) returned to the DR after his release from US prison. Maconi was charged as an affiliate of Paulino Castillo, made a deal with the US Justice Department by turning informer and got a slap on his wrists prison sentence. Maconi can with his return claim all his seized assets from the DR State as the same process was followed as with Paulino Castillo and Tono Lena. The DR 1 Daily News of 24 November 2014 reported on the list of drug traffickers from the DR extradited to the USA who turned informers and in exchange had sweet heart sentences in prison and no forfeiture orders issued to seize all of the assets of these individuals frozen by the DR State. They are then upon their return to the DR billionaires in RD$ as the US government literally washed their illicit assets clean via the deal made with these individuals for information. This business model of the DR Capos posed the gravest threat to the business model of the MTTOs in its unrelenting quest for self-survival before organizational sustainability, which demanded its extinction event now accomplished in 2020. The list of those extradited from the DR to the USA, made their sweet heart deals with US Justice and returned to the DR to enjoy the wealth they generated from the illicit trades is as follows: Arismendy Almonte Pena (joselito.com), the Bourdier brothers, Ramon Elias Tavarez Lebren who has a court ruling that his assets worth more than RD$200 million be returned to him, Quirino Ernesto Paulino Castillo and associates, Bienvenido Ernesto Guevara Diaz, five of the eight extradited and convicted in the Jose Figueroa Agosto case and Carlos Valdez Beltre (Carlos Atripu). The news report stated that by the end of 2015 Tono Lena and Yubel Enrique Mendez Mendez (Oreganito) will be released and have the right to claim their seized assets in the DR. Oreganito’s illicit fortune has been assessed by the Attorney General’s office as between RD $5 billion to RD$ 10 billion. This reality describes the Game in the DR that is the US War on Drugs, where illicit drug traffickers are extradited to the USA to supply information to the US deep state on state agents of the DR State, DR politicians, members of the national security apparatus and the judiciary which ensures US hegemony over the DR is sustainable, and the DR remains a pliant, servile client State in the Caribbean island chain in close proximity to Cuba, Haiti and Puerto Rico. The US War on Drugs in the DR has then ensured the sustainability of the business model of the illicit trades of the DR over decades from the Medellin and Cali Cartels to the MTTOs today. This US  power relation with the Capos created by the Valle Norte business model demanded the hegemony of a new business model that insisted on discipline, silence and the hegemony of the organization over the individual premised on the extinction of the organizational model of the Capo. This is the model of the MTTOs that is hegemonic today. The DR 1 Daily News of 25 November 2014 reported that the DNI denied entry to the DR of an Italian, Lucas Finocchiaro, on the suspicion that he is a drug dealer, who arrived in the DR on a flight from Panama. Finocchiaro was banned from entering the DR since May 2010 but made several entries into the DR, in spite of this ban on his entry, with the compliance of immigration officers. A compliant State that sells impunity enables the new model of the operation of Italian TOC groups formed as a result of their partnership with the MTTOs. No longer dependent on brokers and traffickers present in the Caribbean basin, emissaries, inspectors now travel through the region auditing the range of illicit operations in which they hold investments in, monitoring the performance of, dispensing discipline and auditing the command and control mechanism of the affiliates of the MTTOs and their partners to ensure the integrity of the business model. These affiliates are drawn from transnational Caribbean Basin gangland groups and TOC groups from Europe as Albanians, Bulgarians and Serbians.

2015

The DR 1 Daily News of 9 January 2015 reported that four Bulgarians were arrested in Sosua, Puerto Plata province and charged with attacks on ATMs for the purpose of bank card scamming. The Dicat indicated that they are suspected of being involved in bank card scams over a six month period in the provinces of Puerta Plata and Punta Cana. Bulgarian organised crime is then operationally present in the DR in the second decade of the 21st century. The DR 1 Daily News of 24 February 2015 reported the arrest of Asolin Perez, the King of Marijuana, in the area of Santo Domingo East. Perez was reported as Capo of a TOC group comprising Dominicans and Haitians involved with the trafficking of marijuana across the border with Haiti where it was stored at Jimani, DR and then transported to drug markets in the barrios of Capotillo, Guachupita and Sabana Perdido of Santo Domingo. This flow of marijuana from Haiti to the DR also involves Jamaican grown ganja exported to Haiti, utilizing Haitian labour in Jamaican ganja plantations, all under the control of the Jamaican TOC group Shower, an affiliate of the MTTOs. The DR 1 Daily News of 18 March 2015 reported that nine carry on bags filled with cocaine were seized and two members of the military arrested in possession of the nine bags at the Las Americas International Airport on the 17 March 2015. The nine bags arrived on a private plane from Caracas, Venezuela at 8:50 AM on the 17 March 2015 where it was enveloped in a shroud of impunity granted by members of the military and civilian employees of the national security apparatus at the airport. A total of 10 persons were arrested: the two pilots, four Venezuelan passengers and four members of the Dominican military, including three members of CESAC posted at the airport. Members of the state security apparatus at the airport then compromised a TOC group involved in illicit drug trafficking utilizing their power granted under law to enjoy impunity. It doesn’t get better than this! The DR 1 Daily News of 13 May 2015 reported on the activities of Martha Cecilia Madrid, a drug money launderer operating in the DR who is personally connected to Dario Antonio Usuga (Otoniel) of the Usuga Clan of Colombia. Madrid purchases property and luxury goods with drug proceeds as part of the washing process in the DR, then diversified her operations by making huge contributions to a born again Christian church as religious and humanitarian donations, which were then funneled into purchases of high end property and luxury goods. The use of this religious front as a dirty money laundry then expanded to Colombia. This is a common alliance throughout Caribbean Basin illicit trades where religious fronts are used to facilitate drug trafficking, human smuggling and money laundering on a transnational scale, forming TOC groups with religious credentials traveling around the world for the sake of proselytization. The DR 1 Daily News of 3 June 2015 reported the arrest of seven members of a TOC group during a drug deal in the parking lot of a restaurant in the city center of Santo Domingo. This TOC group was involved in trafficking illicit drugs from the DR to the USA and Canada and comprised Colombians and Dominicans with a Belgian and a Serb arrested in the process of deal making. The arrest of the Serb indicates the operational presence of Serbian transnational organised crime in the DR seeking in this case to move product into Canada, the USA and Europe and where the Serbs are operationally present, you seek out the Mafija overlords. The DR 1 Daily News of 7 July 2015 reported on the number and nationality of foreign criminals, fugitives from justice arrested in the DR. For 2015 so far 57 foreign fugitives from justice were arrested in the DR from Cuba, Mexico, Russia, Slovenia and the Czech Republic among others. These dominant nationalities arrested so far for 2015 indicate that the DR is considered a safe destination for TOC on the run from justice, which indicates that there exists structures to facilitate escape trips to the DR and the facilitation of life on the run in the DR as cedulas with false identities, safe houses etc. sold as packages to clients. The dominant TOC groups of the world are then all operationally present in the DR. The DR 1 Daily News of 22 July 2015 reported that two Dominicans with a history of drug trafficking activity in the DR were arrested in Jimani on the border with Haiti by the DNCD with 50 packages of illicit drugs, US$11,315 in cash, 6,605 Haitian gourdes and several cell phones and they were driving a Toyota Land Cruiser with Haitian plates. The two Dominicans apparently were transporting illicit drugs through Jimani into the DR, indicating the supply pipeline between Haiti and the DR given the fact that Haiti is a wide open landing and transshipment zone for TOC groups in the Caribbean island chain.

Air Cocaine Affair

The DR 1 Daily News of 17 August 2015 reported on the trial of those charged with the seizure of some 600 kilos of cocaine in March 2013 on a Dassault Falcon 50 executive jet destined for St Tropez, France departing from Punta Cana International Airport, DR. On 14 August 2015 the two French pilots of the jet, Jean Pascal Fauret and Bruno Odos, were sentenced by a DR court to twenty years each in jail. In the course of the trial it was stated by the prosecution that two previous loads of cocaine via the same jet with the same crew and passenger flew from the DR to France and the seized shipment in March 2013 was the third scheduled shipment. The other crew member arrested in March 2013 was Alain Castany and the passenger was Nicolas Pisapia. Four Dominicans charged with complicity in the trafficking enterprise were sentenced to between 5-10 years in jail. This is a potent indicator of the expanse of globalized drug trafficking in the DR as impunity enabled two previous shipments in 2012 with the same aircraft and crew with no alarm bells going off and the impunity enjoyed by drug traffickers in France which indicates the complicity of agents of the French State. The DR 1 Daily News of 28 October 2015 reported that the two French pilots found guilty and sentenced to 20 years each in prison were upon appeal allowed to leave prison for house arrest in the DR, which they used to subsequently flee DR justice. The DR authorities only were informed that they had fled the jurisdiction of the DR when Pascal Jean Laurel held a press conference in Paris, France on 27 October 2015. In fact operational details of the flight from justice of the two French fugitives were only forth coming from the fugitives and those involved in their escape to France, apparently the impunity enjoyed by the pilots and their fugitive escape operation enabled a departure of ghosts from the DR. This is further potent proof of the power of TOC groups in the DR. The DR 1 Daily report states that the cargo of cocaine seized was over 700 kilos not the 600 kilos originally reported. The other two Frenchmen found guilty of drug trafficking were reported as being still in the DR awaiting the outcome of their appeals against their sentences. The two pilots of the aircraft are then intimately linked to the leadership of the TOC group responsible for the multiple cases of trafficking they were involved in, which merited an operation to ensure they were released from prison pending their appeals then transported to France where they indicated publicly that they were fugitives from DR justice. The DR 1 Daily News of 29 October 2015 reported that the French government does not wish to extradite both French fugitives to the DR indicated the reason for fleeing to France and then revealing their presence in France. It was reported that speaking via radio Christopher Naudin revealed that he was the coordinator of the flight from DR justice to France which had a budget of approximately Euro 100,000. It was also mentioned that both pilots fled without their French passports which raises the question of the identity documents used on their journey to France. The DR 1 Daily News of 5 November 2015 reported that the two pilots fled the DR on 18 October 2015 and for three days before the 18 October 2015 the two pilots stayed at a Punta Cana resort where they met with a European Parliament Deputy of the National Front, Aymeric Chauprade, who paid their bills with his credit card before he departed the DR two days after the 18 October 2015 . The Deputy subsequently stated in an interview in France that he was present in the DR and was an active participant in the illicit operation. It was revealed in the DR that with their release from prison the two French pilots roamed from beach to beach, hotel to hotel in flagrant breach of the terms of their release, unsupervised and unmonitored, given the severity of their crime awarded impunity to effect their flight from justice. Naudin subsequently revealed that he was present on the sailboat that picked up the fugitives off the coast of Punta Cana, DR and took them to Martinique where they boarded a flight to France. The identity of a third French citizen involved in the flight from justice was revealed, namely Pierre Malinowski parliamentary assistant to Jean Marie Le Pen. The DR 1 Daily News of 13 November 2015 reported that the two fugitive French pilots during the period after their release from prison and their flight from justice amassed property as cars, pick-ups, cell phones, credit cards issued by Dominican banks, watches and identity cards from the UASD and UAPA University amongst other items. Further proof of the access to wealth enjoyed by both pilots parked in the DR as a result of their illicit activities and their organic connection to DR TOC which enabled the acquisition of bank cards and new identities. Did they have DR cedulas with false identities?

The DR 1 Daily News of 19 August 2015 reported that Ramon Antonio del Rosario Puente (Tono Lena) was deported to the DR aboard an ICE aircraft on 18 August 2015 after serving more than three years in prison in Puerto Rico for drug trafficking. Tono Lena was arrested in Maiquetia airport in May 2010 on his way to Colombia utilizing a false identity. Tono Lena was said to be the go to man of the Puerto Rican Capo Jose Figueroa Agosto (Junior Capsula) of the TOC group that trafficked product from the DR to Puerto Rico seen in his stationing in the DR to run those shipments to Puerto Rico. For informing to the US government Tono Lena spent some three years in jail and returned to the DR to reclaim his illicit fortune. The DR1 Daily News of 16 November 2015 reported that 52 kilos of cocaine and 2 kilos of heroin were seized on board a luxury yacht, the Kingdom, at the Campo Marina and six persons arrested. As a result a vacation villa in Casa de Campo owned by the Naranjo Company was searched as the said company also owns The Kingdom. Francisco Flores de Freitas a nephew of Cilia Flores, wife of President Maduro of Venezuela is a shareholder of the Naranjo company. Francisco de Freitas Flores and his brother Efrain Campo Flores were arrested in Haiti and deported to the USA.

2016

The DR 1 Daily News of 26 May 2016 reported on the operation in Argentina of a drug sales organization comprising Dominicans and Argentinians moving cocaine from Buenos Aires for sale in Rio Grande, Tierra del Fuego. Four Dominicans and two Argentinians were arrested and some four kilos of cocaine, 15 grams of marijuana and US$ 6,870 in cash were seized. The scale and volume of drug trafficking the DR has now spawned TOCDR groups across the world, in this case in Argentina. The DR 1 Daily News of 9 May 2016 reported that on 6 May 2016  the Casa Blanca nightclub on the Santiago-Licey road, Santiago was raided and RD$ 11 million and US$ 800,000 in cash were seized and the three Venezuelan owners of the club, Juan Fernandez, Grismeida Acarilla Merejo and Jolvert Jose Ramirez, were placed in preventative custody in jail. With the raid 40 Venezuelan and five Colombian female sex workers were found at the club, recruited and brought into the DR for commercial sex work. The volume of cash seized in the raid indicates that the club was a front for washing dirty money derived from the illicit trades. The DR 1 Daily News of 30 May and 7 June 2016 reported that a Bulgarian, Miroslav Dimitrov, was arrested by Dicrim and charged for cloning credit and debit cards and stealing from the bank accounts of persons RD$ 280,900 via ATMs on Sarasota and Luperan avenues, Santo Domingo belonging to Banco Dominicano de Progreso. The DR 1 Daily News of 6 June 2016 reported the election of two Congressional deputies who were charged with asset laundering and drug trafficking and were tried on those charges. These two persons are Sergio Moya de la Cruz for the National District and Franklin Romero for the province of Duarte (San Francisco de Macoris). In July 1998 the DNCD charged Moya de la Cruz along with 14 other individuals with laundering US$ 300 million. In March 2000 Moya de la Cruz obtained a discharge on the grounds of insufficient evidence from the Second Penal Chamber of the DR, presided over by judge IIsis Munoz. Franklin Romero was arrested in Panama when boarding a cruise ship in 2011, transported to and tried in the USA for drug trafficking and found guilty by judge Lawrence McKenna in the Southern District Court of New York. In March 2016 the DR prosecutor stated that 10-20 candidates in the general election had links to money laundering or drug trafficking. It is apparent that TOC groups that utilize the antiquated Valle Norte Cartel business model are intent on replicating the model of drug trafficking of the Mexican State in the DR where through the intertwining of the illicit trades with the State structure and its agents the illicit trades will become a State enterprise, which is a drastic move from the relationship where impunity is purchased. The replication of the Mexican model in the DR will present grave threats to the sustainability of the business model of the MTTOs, their partners and affiliates in the DR given the endemic social violence generated by this model operationalized. The MTTOs’ model calls for the absorption of key functionaries of the national security apparatus as full fledged trafficking affiliates of the MTTOs, thereby operationally reducing the effectiveness of the national security apparatus in its engagement with its illicit trades, to the point where the War on Drugs becomes a game of charades, but crucially minus the violence of Mexico. In this model political power is then effectively defined and circumscribed by the national security apparatus that has been captured by the MTTOs, its partners and affiliates. The DR 1 Daily News of 15 June 2016 reported on a seizure of cocaine and cash and the arrest of six individuals that illustrate the scale of drug trafficking in the DR in 2016. In Los Cacicazgos of the National District and Sans Souci in Santo Domingo East 748 kilos of cocaine and one million US$ were seized and six persons arrested. The quantum of cocaine and cash indicate that this is a TOC group transshipping illicit drugs from the DR whilst importing the proceeds of the sale into the DR for the laundries to wash the loads clean, both locally and externally. In 2016 the DR is then awash in illicit drugs and dirty money which is the basis of the economic clout the traffickers wield in the economy of the DR. The constant flow of US$ and Euros mean that they are powerful players in the parallel foreign exchange market of the DR as they impact the exchange rate of the RD$ to the US$ and the Euro via the availability/unavailability of these currencies on the parallel market in relation to the level of demand on the foreign exchange markets of the DR. The DR 1 Daily News of 27 June 2016 reported on the trial of the Buitrago brothers of Colombia where the judgment was delivered on 24 June 2016 with both brothers found guilty and sentenced to 10 years in prison each. The brothers on the charges of drug trafficking, asset laundering, forgery, illegal possession of firearms and double identity pleaded guilty and made a plea deal with the prosecutors. The brothers were fined 22 minimum wages each (a specific DR measure where you are fined one or a number of minimum wage for one year) and RD$ 500 million in assets were seized and they have already served three years of their sentence awaiting trial. They are awaiting trial on the charge of running a cocaine lab at their property in San Cristobal province. The Buitrago brothers were not the average, run of the mill TOC group in the DR as they were importing coca paste into the DR turning it into cocaine hydrochloride, which was then exported. They had implemented the MTTOs business model where you import coca paste, which is not a priority product for interdiction as the technology is geared to finding powdered cocaine, hence diminished risk which is turned into cocaine. This model is already established in Europe. The next stage in this model calls for coca plant and poppy plant cultivation in locations other than Colombia, Peru and Bolivia, as seen in Honduras. The question arises if they were in fact the overlords of this operation to manufacture powdered cocaine in the DR. The DR 1 Daily News of 29 June 2016 reported that the Director of DICAT stated that there were large groups of foreigners operating in the DR involved in stealing identities, cloning bank cards and raiding bank accounts via ATM machines. These groups target the areas where the tourist plants of the DR are located, thereby deliberately seeking to plunder the bank accounts of visitors to the DR of their foreign exchange. These areas of high intensity activity are: Bavaro, Puerto Plata, Veron and Cabarete and the criminal groups are dominated by Bulgarians, Venezuelans, Colombians and Chileans. The DR 1 Daily News of 6 July 2016 reported that the Spanish Civil Guard dismantled a TOC group involved in trafficking cocaine from Spain to various locales in Europe and Israel via a labour force of swallowers, who were predominantly of Dominican origin. The swallowers with between 250 grams to 500 grams swallowed and stuck in orifices would fly from the Spanish airports of Madrid, Barcelona and Malaga to London, Basle, Geneva, Nantes, Stuttgart and Tel Aviv. Each swallower at the time of their arrest had already clocked twenty runs each with the proceeds of the drug sales exported to the DR which indicates that the DR was the source of the drugs. This TOC group preyed on down and out couples in Spain, especially those from the DR as they are vulnerable to threats against their families in the DR. The quantum of cocaine swallowed for trafficking runs and the discovery of cutting material to stamp down the purity of the cocaine sold indicate that this was a small time operation by a TOC group spawned by the Valle Norte Cartel business model. MTTOs’ product is noted for their hallmark of high purity at competitive prices, and stamped down cocaine will not be trafficked in such small amounts for sale on a drug market as MTTO product retailed in Europe must never fall below 50% purity on the streets and ideally should be 60% pure. More bang for the Euro. The DR 1 Daily News of 11 July 2016 reported on the number of money mules arrested in the US for transporting US$ in cash from the DR and others transporting US$ cash to other destinations from the DR. Two Dominican women, who are naturalized citizens of the US, were arrested at the Miami International Airport with US$ 2,467,000 in cash in their luggage, both having departed for Miami from the Puerto Plata International Airport, DR. The arrest of the two Dominican-American women at Miami is the fifth case of Dominicans arrested in Miami, New York and Boston muling millions of US$ in cash from the DR to the USA. Money is also being muled to Panama, Colombia and Europe from the DR. This is yet another instance that indicates the impunity enjoyed by TOC groups at the international airports of the DR, as the security systems of these airports are completely compromised. The volume of cash interdicted attests to the volume and value of the illicit trades that are in operation in the DR in 2016 and the cost of mules ranging from US$ 15,000 to US$ 18,000 per trip speaks to the volume of cash to be moved on a daily basis and the subsequent demand for mules. Why move dirty money into the USA when the proceeds of drug sales in the USA are exported from the USA for washing? The volume of US$ being moved into the USA speaks to the position of power specific transnational gangland groups, founded in the USA comprising Diasporic groups from the Caribbean in the USA, now enjoy in the illicit trades of the DR. Los Trinitarios is at the apex of this gangland pyramid, now being challenged by Puerto Rican TOC gangland as Asociacion Neta and then there is Zoe Pound rooted in the Haitian Diaspora. The DR 1 Daily News of 27 July 2016 reported the arrest of two men on a motorcycle in Pedernales province DR who were trafficking more than 15 pounds of marijuana smuggled from Haiti. Haiti in 2016 remains the go to source of ganja for the DR but is Haiti growing this ganja or is it sourced from the Caribbean, or both? What is known is the involvement of Jamaican TOC group Shower in the ganja trade between Haiti and Jamaica, the presence of Jamaican nationals in the drug trade of Haiti and their presence in the DR is then necessary for business purposes. The DR 1 Daily News of 12 October 2016 reported that on 10 October 2016 a woman booked to fly to Panama was arrested and US$ 236,216 in cash was seized at the Las Americas International Airport concealed in the false bottom of a suitcase. So far for 2016 more than US$ 2 million in cash was seized from money mules. The DR1 Daily News of 19 October 2016 reported that on the 18 October 2016 the US Ambassador to the DR stated that the DR was becoming the largest transit country for drugs exported from South America to the USA and Europe, in spite of the joint effort of the USA and the DR in their War on Drugs. The Ambassador stated that the volume of drugs transiting the DR is steadily increasing and the DR is now home to a number of TOC groups trafficking drugs to the USA. In 2016 the DR was now the dominant transit country of the Caribbean Basin according to the US discourse of the War on Drugs, but on the ground its apex position for trafficking to the USA and Europe was never in doubt, never challenged, not even by Venezuela. The DR 1 Daily News of 3 November 2016 reported that seven Dominicans were involved in the seizure of 1,780 kilos of cocaine in Puerto Rico, at that the time the largest seizure ever in Puerto Rico. Of the seven Dominican men arrested, four were arrested in Puerto Rico and three in the DR, and six of the seven arrested were indicted by a Puerto Rican grand jury for drug trafficking between the DR and Puerto Rico. They then belong to a TOC group that traffics drugs from the DR to Puerto Rico based in the DR.

Italian Organised Crime

The DR 1 Daily News of 14 November 2016 reported that on 10 November 2016 two Italian fugitives from Italian justice were arrested in the DR, Giovanni Ponticello (45 years old) was arrested in Calle Altagracia in La Romana on an Italian warrant for robbery and Nazzareno Di Stefano (66 years old) was arrested in Guerta, Santo Domingo East on an Italian warrant for illegal association and drug trafficking, or being a member of a TOC group involved with drug trafficking.

The DR 1 Daily News of 2 December 2016 reported on the dismantling of a TOC group that imported cocaine from Colombia to the DR, which was then trafficked to Puerto Rico and then to mainland USA in cans of food and moved dirty money derived from drug sales to laundries for washing. Bianca Bautista Martinez (La Dona) was the Capo of essentially a crime family as her two sons Rafael Pena Bautista (El Gordo) and Manuel Pena Bautista (Ponchy) were part of the leadership of a TOC group, mirroring the Colombian trafficking model established under the Medellin Federation which failed as a business model to drive transshipment to foreign jurisdictions, especially the USA and Europe. To replicate this model under the Valle Norte Cartel business model is a recipe for disaster given the organic indiscipline that was endemic to the daily operation of this business model. On 22 August 2016 this TOC group was raided with 357 packages of drugs seized and six persons arrested, including the two sons of La Dona, with La Dona on the run until arrested at Villa Verde residential complex in Bavaro. Two Venezuelans were also arrested in the raid on this TOC group. The DR 1 Daily News of 26 December 2016 reported that the US DEA arrested on the 6 December 2016 on drug trafficking charges Dominican-American aviation businessman Jose Miguel Patin of SAP Group. This is the second drug trafficking charge against Patin. A Dominican pilot and employee of SAP was arrested also and charged with drug trafficking. SAP is based at the La Isabela International Airport, DR and offers chartered services, ambulance services and private flights to Miami, Puerto Rico, Cuba and other Caribbean destinations. Patin’s arrest and charge follows that of the sentence to prison of Rafael Rosado owner of CaribAir for drug trafficking in 2012. Another indication of the extent to which licit businesses in the DR are fronts for drug trafficking and money laundering, indicating that the DR oligarchy, as that of Haiti, is penetrated by and subservient to drug trafficking interests as those members of the oligarchy who are not involved in the illicit trades diminish each day. In addition, blood ties are expanding via the bond of marriage where operatives marry into oligarchic families. The DR 1 Daily News of 26 December 2016 reported that a Portuguesa and a Bulgarian citizen were arrested whilst in the process of raiding bank accounts with cloned credit and debit cards.

2017

The Ndrangheta and the DR

The DR 1 Daily News of 11 January 2017 reported on the dismantling of a TOC group by the Italian authorities in association with the Spanish National Police involved in trafficking cocaine from South America via the DR to Italy. The Ndrangheta family Marabito-Bruzanni-Palamara is involved in this TOC group with operations in Colombia, Peru, the DR, Spain and Italy where cocaine was trafficked to Italy and other parts of Europe. The use of the DR as the transshipment point means that the Marabito-Bruzanni-Palamara family of the Ndrangheta is operationally present in the DR.

The DR 1 Daily News of 1 March 2017 reported that there are an estimated 71 persons in the DR, 33 Dominicans and 38 foreigners, who are believed to be hiding in the DR and are fugitives from US justice. Of the 71 persons some are jail breakers, others wanted for kidnapping and murder for hire, drug trafficking, fraud, tax avoidance, rape, acts of sabotage and terrorism and other charges. The nationalities of the fugitive foreigners include Americans, Canadians, French, Spanish, Italian, Cubans who are US citizens, Venezuelans and Colombians. These fugitives from justice in the DR are thought to possess multiple passports with multiple identities. In 2016 the DR deported more than 90 foreigners who were fugitives from justice from their country of origin or those guilty of crimes in the DR. The DR is then the preferred haven for fugitives from justice in the Caribbean island chain, which speaks to the level of impunity wielded by TOC groups in the DR which has spawned the business of criminals on the run tourism in the DR. The DR 1 Daily News of 5 May 2017 reported the deportation of 4,787 non-nationals of the DR from 12 countries for being illegally in the DR in April 2017. The 12 countries of origin are: Germany, Cuba, Guyana, Haiti, India, Italy, Lithuania, Mexico, Puerto Rico, Russia, Serbia and Venezuela as reported by a DOM press release. The volume of deportations in a single month is instructive as to the diverse reasons for entering the DR illicitly, one being for the purpose of being smuggled to Puerto Rico. The DR 1 Daily News of 9 May 2017 reported the arrest of the Italian businessman Armando Cascati whilst seeking to depart the DR at the Puerto Plata International Airport by the DGM. Cascati has investments in Sosua and Montecristi of over US$ 50 million and resides in the DR. The DR 1 Daily News of 26 June 2017 reported that the bodies of two Dutch citizens Rachid Benbouker and Cuma Ceviz were found buried in a sugar-cane field in El Seibo. Witnesses reported hearing a volley of shots followed by the noise of a small plane that landed in the sugar-cane field and the next day three SUVs and an excavator entered the area. The two bodies were found in a common grave some three to five metres deep and it is supposed that they were murdered on 19 June 2017. The DR 1 Daily News of 3 July 2017 reported that a real estate broker leased a villa to the two murdered Dutchmen who stayed in the villa together with two men from Curacao. The men from Curacao have now disappeared and the real estate broker is charged with the murder of the two Dutch men. What is now likely is that the two Dutch men came to the DR to take possession of a shipment of drugs which they paid for and was to be delivered at the cane field in El Seibo with the two men from Curacao being part of the  TOC crime group that would traffic the product to Europe. At the cane field the DR crime group, with or without the complicity of the two men from Curacao, killed the two Dutch men and seized the product for themselves. The two Dutch men came seeking product in the DR without the protection which being an operative of a front line TOC group affords, they came as hustlers in search of a big payday and were easily ripped off and silenced. The DR 1 Daily News of 27 June 2017 reported that a Venezuelan was arrested on 25 June 2017 attempting to smuggle US$100,000 out of the DR as an air passenger. The DR 1 Daily News of 9 August 2017 reported that the Passports Agency of the DR stated that from 2015 to the present in 2017 635,798 passports were renewed with some 13% of this figure or 81,439 passports were replacements for lost and damaged DR  passports. The Director of the Agency considers this figure of lost or damaged passports unusually high and the Department suspects that there is a criminal enterprise selling DR identities/passports to members of TOC groups operating in the DR so desirous of having DR identity documents.

The Escape of Quirinito

The DR 1 Daily News of 28 September 2017 reported on the case of Pedro Alejandro Castillo Panlagua (Quirinito) nephew of Quirino Ernesto Paulino Castillo. Quirinito was sentenced in 2010 to a 30 year sentence in prison for the murder of the Spaniard Adolfo Justo Cervantes Arellano (Waikiki). In 2013 the sentence was reduced to 20 years. In 2017 Quirinito applied to the Courts for permission to leave the prison for house arrest sponsored by his wife Jennifer Stephanie Dominguez as his guarantor. The ground of Quirinito’s application to the Courts was the medical evidence presented that he was now terminally ill with cancer of the mouth. Quirinito’s lawyers supplied a statement from the National Institute of Forensic Sciences that he was a victim of terminal cancer of the mouth and a similar statement from oncologist Cesar Augusto Nunez Rojas. The transfer document issued stated that Quirinito will be transferred from the prison to house arrest in San Francisco de Macoris on humanitarian grounds for Quirinito to be close to his parents during his final days. A death certificate for Quirinito was issued stating that he died on 5 July 2017 of a heart attack and complications arising from cancer at a house in Residencial Betty Marie in Paseo de los Rios, San Francisco de Macoris, but the grave of Quirinito remains undisclosed. The Office of the Attorney General and the National Judiciary Council have indicated that investigations are underway into the “death” of Quirinito. The DR 1 Daily News of 4 October 2017 reported that the investigation into the death of Quirinito concluded that he is in fact alive, having fled the DR. Quirinito was moved from prison to house arrest on 26 May 2017 by judge Aleida Jimenez Acosta and a death certificate was issued for his death on 5 July 2017. The forensic doctor that certified Quirinito’s death on 5 July 2017 was suspended from duty. Quirinito’s father insisted that his son was alive as he never viewed his corpse nor attended his funeral. Quirinito married Jennifer Dominguez on 22 February 2016 at the Civil Registry of the First Circumscription of the National District whilst imprisoned at Najayo prison in San Cristobal having been giving permission by the presiding judge over his sentence in prison Willys de Jesus Nunez. Quirinito’s wife is also his lawyer and was unable to disclose the location of his grave when questioned by agents of the State. Quirinito’s plan to flee DR justice was only possible because agents of the DR State sold services to Quirinito granting him impunity, and central to this successful escape was the judicial system of the DR. The endemically corrupt social order of the DR sold impunity to an imprisoned member of a TOC group allowing him to be released from prison on a file of false testimonies from credible sources and then to slip out of the jurisdiction of the DR State as a ninja under cover of death, confirmed by the credible State agency and its employee. Quirinito’s escape proves beyond the shadow of a doubt that the DR State is captured by TOC groups. Quirinito learnt well from the Lord of the Skies.
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