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“It is intuitional astrology which must eventually supersede what is today called astrology, thus bringing about a return to the knowledge of that ancient science which related the constellations and our solar system, drew attention to the nature of the zodiac and informed humanity as to the basic interrelations which govern and control the phenomenal and subjective worlds.”

 ALICE A. BAILEY, ‘ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY’


INTRODUCTION

The twelve ruling planets are descriptive of human consciousness. In the man who sees sufficiently to look elsewhere than the material world for his expression and inspiration, their retrogressions are equated with spiritual opportunity. Planets become ‘sacred’ when they go into retrograde motion, providing the individual is sufficiently developed to respond to these retrograding qualities; certainly some of humanity is unable to put them to any significant use.

The retrograde glyph (X) is the doctor’s sign for a prescription, but it is also the spiritual signpost or omen of the approaching Path. The omen can only be read and appreciated by those who have eyes (spiritual insight) to see it. Such people are ready for the Path or have already taken to it.

It is possible to give catchwords and phrases to retrograde planets, and these can be very much simplified for the purpose of cursory interpretations of charts. Spiritual awareness, however, requires that we provide backup for the general, overall meanings of them. This takes the form of detailed references to 144 horoscopes, covering Neptune retrograde through all the Signs and Houses. These interpretations are in most instances carefully parsed to show that meanings are not arbitrary but very specific, and precisely correspondent to the aspect being interpreted.

This volume on Neptune retrograde necessarily carries only some of the material on this vast subject. The whole work could be supplemented by additional notes which would help to explain some of the conclusions reached and the way in which some of the aspects have been handled. Throughout this work we have included some examples of these supplementary notes for the guidance of the advanced student, and hope they can both be helpful and indicative of the way in which the trends of Neptune retrograde are advancing. Perhaps students of this new subject will add to these notes in due course.

First we should make a brief study of the qualities of the Sign of Cancer and its ruling planet Neptune when it is not retrograde and, therefore, not elevated into its sacred stance.

Aspect:- • } 11th 

Permutation:-

    }       • 11th
string of pearls

This interpretation is evident enough, but it may also be seen as the name of a song featured by Glen Miller. The song is not actually a string of pearls but reflects Neptune retrograde; in other words, a string of pearls that is not a string of pearls (“is but isn’t” is a key phrase for retrogrades).

      }        •R 11th 
‘String of Pearls’

Taking the interpretation a step further, we could regard them as a string of pearly wisdom, which has a highly esoteric connotation and is therefore ‘sacred’.

   •R 11th   q  
Pearls of Wisdom

This implies a capacity to produce pearls of wisdom, or of appreciating them. Neptune’s retrograding energies have this kind of spiritualising effect on the aspirant and other features in the horoscope become elevated if this wisdom is applied to all matters. But this influence of Neptune retrograde would not be of value in the chart of the person lacking adequate awareness.

What about a chart in which there are no retrograding planets? This can occur even in a most evolved person and the overall effect is to reduce the number of options available to the individual. His options are confined to planets in direct motion and the variety of spiritual opportunity is somewhat limited. Such individuals have to work hard to introduce opportunities in their lives to express the qualities of a retrograding planet, or rely on transiting and progressed planets turning retrograde. For example, Uranus direct can frequently lodge a person in the cul-de-sac of life where there is no easy re-entry into the streams of self- expression and creativity: he is caught up and held back from participating in the general rush of life’s possibilities (but with Uranus retrograde “he gets going”). Similarly, Neptune, not retrograde, may provide irretrievable collapse, and yawning vacuums in consciousness and activity.

Neptune surrenders (as a sign of weakness), gives in and quits, but Neptune retrograde surrenders as a sign of strength. It is pliant but not weak. To illustrate, an individual gives in to the wishes of his supporters who want him to be leader. This is a noble sentiment (retrograde) and is not surrender at all. Thus, as regards the expression of the ‘sacred’ qualities of a retrograding Neptune, this type of surrender is drawing on the individual’s capacity to discriminate (Heart Chakra, ruled by the planet Neptune), to surrender self-interest for the interest of the community. The sentiment is not available to the savage. Here, one might consider the energies at play when Julius Caesar was offered the crown of imperial throne of Rome, with pros and cons to be considered. The energies of those pros and cons would constitute the spiritual dilemma of the retrograding action.

Another example is Neptune retrograde in Pisces:-

He gives in to a need for martyrdom.

Perhaps a martyr is needed desperately in order to magnify the importance of an event and so the individual surrenders to the general need. In this respect Neptune retrograde is dramatised beautifully in T. S. Eliot’s play ‘Murder In The Cathedral’.

Cancer in the First House refuses by shaking the head; but Cancer easily agrees to things so Cancer in the First House is thus a nodding of the head both in agreement and in going to sleep. In other words, the will (ruled by Aries, First House) is not asserted when Cancer is placed there. But the spiritual expression of this is displayed by Neptune retrograde in Aries:-

A leader surrendering to the democratic majority, though he could have overridden it.

Another good example of Neptune retrograde:-

Prospero (in ‘The Tempest’) surrenders his powers.

Out of all the characters in his many plays, Shakespeare’s Prospero is the most evolved spiritually. The spiritual significance of the retrograde is that he is surrendering as a Master, i.e., he is returning his earthly powers as he withdraws into subjectivity.

Cancer is the Sign of humility. Therefore, Neptune in Sagittarius is a small horse or an ass. The ass, on which our Lord rode, is the Christian symbol of humility and is thereby a symbol indicating the retrograding action of Neptune. Therefore, Neptune retrograde in Sagittarius suggests the quality of humility which is nobly represented in the imagery of the Master Jesus who rode an ass. One of the qualities of the retrograde action is that it can automatically be used to represent a higher symbol:-

“let me be the ass (q 9th) that carries the Christ-like quality of humility.”

Neptune retrograde versus Neptune
Catchphrases:-

 • ¯           Sleeps with his wife or shares a bed with. . .

q ¯ 10    A ‘sleeping’ partner in a business; a degree of spiritual trust is involved; ‘sleep’ is only symbolic, not a literal matter.

q ¯ 6      ‘Bed fellow’, in the sense of working with someone.

Neptune retrograde in Libra is represented wherever packaging and partnerships are involved, including the give and take of marriage relationships.

• ¯            Unpacks luggage.

q               Where the luggage is ‘unpacked’ for air travel, i.e., eliminating heavy, unnecessary objects before going aboard a plane, getting the luggage down to the required weight.

This, to illustrate, is a modern example which brings into action the ability to discriminate, to determine what is necessary and what is not.
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• ¥            A virus or bacterial infection.

q ¥         Being infected in order to become immune.

• ›             Unsweetened.

q ›          Edulcorate, e.g., the bitter taste of defeat was sweetened by the realisation of his immortality.

• (‘)         To die.

q ‘ 8      Refuses to die.

•                 To sink.

q × 4     Goes down with his flags flying.

•                 Unable to provide for.

q              Provides for despite having nothing.

• (‘)         Down in the dumps.

q              Exhilarated.

• ×           Stormy weather.

q ×        Stormy weather that isn’t, e.g., psychological warfare.

•                Low class (lit.)

q             High class (fig.)

•                Failure.

q MC      Enduring success.

• 2nd         Worthless.

q 2nd      Priceless.

•                Surrenders.

q              “He who fights and runs away, 
Lives to fight another day” 
(as the ‘desert rats’ discovered in World War II in North Africa).

Cancer rules cowardice but Neptune retrograde is the cowardice that the spiritual person is accused of when he accepts ridicule and retreat because of his courage to stand by his principles, for example, the capacity to fight for lost causes. Neptune retrograde gives the courage to withstand ridicule, a courage that is far greater than that required in battle.

•                  Ends.

q                Endures.

Neptune retrograde can act as the sentence connectors “nevertheless”, “in spite of”, “however”, and “yet”, which also suggest its enduring nature.

•                  Old, aged.

q               Growing in graces with age (giving up lusts and gaining wisdom).

• s             Fallacious attitudes.

q s          Adopts attitudes against fallacies.

•                  Lacks.

q                Necessitates.

Sons of Necessity:

No catchword typifies Neptune retrograde more than necessitates and there are no better exemplars of it than the Sons of Necessity.

The Sign of Cancer, more than any other, emphasises the glory and the tragedy of Mankind. It is embedded (ruled by Cancer) in the laws of the universe that human souls must progress inexorably towards their perfection. This is Man’s glory. To achieve this Man must undergo a process of very necessary experiential growth through incarnation in a gross physical body. This body and its minor lives will itself evolve as the consciousness of the human soul itself grows. We call this evolution.

It is absolutely necessary for souls to pass through human vehicles. Many were unwilling to undertake so degrading an experience; many still are. The rapid rise in the population of Earth will ensure that even the unwilling will be drawn into incarnation.

Cancer rules the babyhood of humanity, both as the individual baby and as the collective childhood of Mankind.

We reject the idea of a new soul created for every newly-born babe. We believe that every human being is the bearer, or vehicle, of an Ego coeval with every other Ego because all Egos are of the same essence and belong to the primeval emanation from one universal infinite.*

* ‘The Key to Theosophy’, H.P. Blavatsky.

Plato calls the latter the Logos. We may refer to it elsewhere as ‘sparks of the Divine Flame’, ‘souls seeking rebirth’, etc.

The air is full of them (souls); those which are nearest the earth, descending to be tied to mortal bodies . . . return to other bodies, being desirous to live in them.**

** ‘De Somnis, I, 22’, Philo Judaeas.

In the Zohar, the soul is made to plea her freedom before God:-

“Lord of the Universe! I am happy in this world, and do not wish to go into another world, where I shall be a bond-maid, and be exposed to all kinds of pollutions.” *

* ‘Zohar II’.

The doctrine of fatal necessity, the everlasting immutable law, is asserted in the answer of the Deity:-

“Against thy will thou becomest an embryo, and against thy will thou art born. . .” All souls have thrown themselves into an abyss at their very existence, and have anticipated the time when they are to descend once more on Earth. ***

*** See ‘The Jewel in the Lotus’ by the author for an illustrated explanation of the Fall and the image below.
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Cancer rules ‘falls’ — no less here than elsewhere — and imbues with that Fall into Matter the factor of necessity. We are Sons of Necessity. We have to accept bodies on the Earth. At first these were very gross indeed, and Cancer still rules not only this babyhood of Mankind but the primitive tribes that are still accepting into their ranks the youngest (least incarnated) of these cosmic beings called souls. Their inexperience leads to many gaps in their human prowess, incapacities, failures, flaws, vacuums, etc., so characteristic of the Cancerian nature, its old ruler the Moon and even its esoteric ruler Neptune. But because the whole incarnating process is, in itself, part of the divine intent, there emerges, in the closing stages of the incarnating mechanism, newly won qualities which are sacred, uplifting, angelic, superhuman, spiritual, divine. . . It is these that emerge with Neptune as it turns retrograde.

For those entering the Path, the last stages (ruled by Cancer) of the incarnating process, the passage of energies from lower chakras into the heart and head centres is being accomplished.* New organs of more spiritual perception are being evolved and the ‘disciple’ becomes receptive to the spiritualising energies of Neptune when the planet is retrograde.

* See ‘The Third Eye', by the author, pp. 53-64, 74-80.

It is through an understanding (ruled by Neptune retrograde) of these esoteric implications that we discover that the main catchword for Neptune retrograde is necessitates. Neptune needs help but may never receive it, whereas Neptune retrograde necessitates the help that is given i.e., “it behoved me to help where necessary”.

We gain our first primitive experiences of the pull of Neptune retrograde within our own family life (ruled by the Sun in Cancer):-

. . . the call of the baby when his diapers are soaked.

. . .the cry of the child to be breast-fed.

. . .the clawing of the infant at his mother’s apron.

These are the common needs of Neptune** as the ruler of Cancer but when the planet is retrograde we ourselves are learning to play out further the role of a Son of Necessity by complying with the child’s request. Later, as we grow to adulthood and personality integration the calls of humanity impinge on our consciences collectively and we respond. It is Neptune in retrograde motion that urges, necessitates in us, our responses to these calls with increasing spiritual expertise.

Little Elephant May, 1991.

** See ‘Neptune’ in ‘Esoteric Astrology Vol. 1', by the author, pp. 306-311.


NEPTUNE RETROGRADE IN ARIES THROUGH THE HOUSES

 

NEPTUNE RETROGRADE IN ARIES IN THE FIRST HOUSE
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KEY PHRASES:


	
Cutting the Gordian knot.
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