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The one permanent emotion of the inferior man is fear – fear of the unknown, the complex, the inexplicable. What he wants above everything else is safety.

– H. L. Mencken
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Twenty-six-year-old Becky Tibbs is a bonafide medium. She lives alone in the family home she inherited several years ago. Having only work and a few close friends to occupy her time, Becky had been quite lonely until Princess came to live with her. The adorable Persian ghost kitten was a Christmas Eve gift.

Becky estimated that the kitten was about six months old, but she had no way of knowing for sure. Her fur was long, white, and fluffy with golden tips. She appeared to have been lightly dipped in the costly metal. Becky simply adored her new pet and kept the nickname her previous owner had given the kitten, Prissy.

Becky cooed softly as she gently stroked Prissy's arched back. "You're so precious, yes you are. No wonder your owner named you Princess. Did you know that Prissy is short for Princess? Well, it is. You've been granted an honorary princess status. Yes, you have." Prissy responded with deep throat-rumbling vibrations at Becky's sing-song words and gentle touch.

Becky scratched behind Prissy's ears and the kitten purred with pleasure. The inside of her ears and nose had a distinctive pink tint that was emphasized by the pink ribbon she wore around her neck. The sweet kitty was playful and loved to cuddle with Becky anytime she was at home.

Unfortunately, because of Becky's work schedule and extracurricular activities, that wasn't as often as either of them would've liked.

As most pets will do, Prissy got into things when Becky was away at the antique store she owned in the River Arts District. Although it's never wise to leave any pet alone while its owners are away, sometimes it can't be helped.

Prissy had many toys to keep herself entertained. There were squeaky toys, rubber mice that rolled inside little balls that jangled, flashing lights, and scratching posts. However, the young ghost kitten was determined to make her own fun.

Prissy loved to tease the toilet paper off its roller and string it all over the house. It was almost as if she wanted to see how much she could unwind before it broke or tangled around an immoveable object.

She also loved to jump on counters and cabinet tops. It was as if she played cat-and-mouse with the many candles and bric-á-brac that lined almost every surface.

Those small keepsakes often ended up on the floor. Sometimes broken and sometimes still intact.

Prissy's favorite place was the garden window in Becky's kitchen. It overlooked the backyard and Prissy managed to find a sunny spot to nap between the rows of potted African Violets Becky kept there.

Becky's home was not 'pet-proof' for sure.

Becky didn't really mind that the kitten did these things; she only wanted to make sure that Prissy was safe and happy. She'd thought about taking Prissy to work with her on occasion but so far she had not done that yet. She knew that Jacob, the helper ghost, and his two best friends, Lois and Myrtle, would keep the kitten safe and entertained at her store if she was called away on ghost-duty.

Becky stayed swamped with her duties of helping ghosts and keeping the antique store running. There was always a crisis of some sort that required her expertise.

More often than not, she had to close the store early to help those in need. The time she spent away on ghost business cut into her monthly revenues and she was burdened by not only spiritual matters, but material matters too.
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Chapter 2
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Becky hadn't always been a medium.

She, along with Barbara and Bobby, had inherited the gift from their mother's side of the family. This was not a realization to them until the night their parents died and they all could see and talk to their dead parents. Unlike Becky, Barbara and Bobby wanted no part of this medium business and rejected their gifts. They attempted to block their ability... Barbara by over-medicating herself with pills and Bobby by drinking too much too often.

They'd thought that death was final, but the Tibbs children were in for a big surprise. Death wasn't the end they'd imagined. Although it was true, Justin and Joyce had gone into their afterlife, Barb, Bobby, and Becky soon learned that each thought or mention of their parents' names brought Justin and Joyce racing back to check-in on their children.

If you couldn't see ghosts, that was fine. You would never know that your dead loved ones came around occasionally to check on you. But if you were a medium, it didn't work so well. This constant monitoring soon became a problem for the Tibbs children. They decided that they simply must set some ground rules for their parents to stop the interference in their lives. Their parents had agreed to only come when they were called on.

Justin Tibbs accepted the agreement with his children. He was content to let them live their own lives. However, Joyce had trouble abiding by the agreement.  She couldn't let go. Joyce was a worrier. She loved her family very much and apart from her husband, children, and the antique store, she'd never had a real life. She hadn't known how to do anything else except mother her children and annoy her husband of over thirty years as she tried to parent him as well.

It seemed that Joyce meddled in every aspect of Barbara, Bobby, and Becky's lives the same as she had done when living. Her intrusions had already caused a myriad of problems for her living children, and it seemed that Joyce simply couldn't take a hint.

More often than not, her constant interference caused trouble between the three siblings as she pitted them against each other.

. Becky stood at the kitchen window lost in thought about how her life as a medium had turned out. Just recently, concerned for her brother and sister, she decided she must talk with them about their gifts and how they were wasting their lives with pills and booze.

Surprisingly, she actually got through to them and they both began to examine their lives. Barbara and Bobby decided they did not want to live that way anymore. At Becky’s urgings, they had both agreed to help just one person, just one, as a medium. Becky knew that if they did, the satisfaction they received from the effort would make them feel different about their talent of being able to help someone.

Becky encouraged them to choose the time and place and which ghost they wanted to help. Although neither of them wanted to be a full-time medium like Becky and allow such work to interfere with their lives, they didn't like the life they currently led.
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Becky's reverie about her family was interrupted when she heard her mother's high-pitched screech as Joyce tried to shoo Prissy off the counter, "Scat! Scat! Scat!"

Prissy arched her back and hissed back at the ghost woman who tried to wave her away from Becky.

"Mother, stop it!" Becky demanded. "Prissy is my kitten and this is my home. You have no right to mistreat her this way."

"You know we never allowed pets in the family home, Becky! Pets destroy a home's value. They smell it up and tear up the furniture, walls, and carpet!"

"Yes, and that's exactly why Bobby has a ghost pup and I have a ghost kitten now! You never allowed us to have pets when we were growing up. Your rules deprived us of an important aspect of life."

"You're blaming us?" Joyce huffed. "You think a 'no pet rule' caused a dysfunctional family!"

Prissy hissed at Joyce again.

Once again, Joyce realized that she treaded on a slippery, dangerous slope. She contained her disdain of the kitten and lowered her voice. She didn't want another row to disrupt her standing with the family as it had done during Thanksgiving. Her meddling in their lives had caused a lot of trouble. She had just gotten back into her children's good graces at Christmas and she wasn't eager to be banned from their lives again.
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