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ACTS 6: 2-3,7
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And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.
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My son, the matter of the absolute necessity for the believer to be filled with the Holy Spirit before he can minister in the New Covenant has been ignored in the church with impunity. I have endured this for so many years while the requirement, so basic to any work that will win My full approval, has been persistently put aside. In the Primitive Church, no-one could serve tables without being filled with the Holy Spirit, not as a reality of the past but as a very deep and personal reality at the moment of service. Those who were to serve tables knew that they had to be filled with the Holy Spirit in the past, in a very definite way that was known by them and known by others in the Body. They and everyone in the Body also knew that it was not just something that had happened to them in the past, but that at the moment of selection to serve tables, they were actually filled with the Holy Spirit. They were then selected and commissioned to serve tables. My son, leadership in the New Covenant was reserved for those who knew the crisis of being filled with the Holy Spirit and the process of being filled with the Holy Spirit. For the most senior leaders, the office was entered into and maintained by a course of encounters with the Holy Spirit, and in between the encounters was the process of being filled with the Holy Spirit. In this way leadership at the highest level was maintained.You will notice that there is an upward move God-ward in Spiritual power and intimacy with the Lord during the Process, and that the Crisis is a sudden surge of Spiritual power that moves a person into greater intimacy with the Lord and, more, demonstrates service to Him. In the life of the apostle Peter, the first crisis was on the day of Pentecost. He and the one hundred and nineteen were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them (Acts 2:4). As a result of this crisis of being filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter and the eleven preached and three thousand believed, were baptised and were added to their number (Acts 2:41). Peter and the eleven, as well as the one hundred and eight, were so filled with the Holy Spirit and power that three thousand dramatic and radical conversions took place, and each one who was converted joined the church. They were brought to conversion by the power of the Holy Spirit and they were brought by the Holy Spirit to join the church. I want you to take note of the fact that the Holy Spirit was present in such quality and quantity that there was such an enormous presence of His power to do the work of converting and adding to the church. If the Holy Spirit had been present only superficially, people would have been touched superficially, and there would have been no deep-seated conversions. There would also have been insufficient power to break the barrier that the enemy puts in the way of those who would join a radical and unpopular church. So power was released in sufficient amount to bring about radical conversion and radical church membership. Yes, radical church membership is demonstrated in the fact that all those who believed and were baptised and were added to the church “devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer” (Acts 2:42).
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