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Seeing Jesus Again, One Moment at a Time

The story of Jesus is familiar enough that many readers move through it almost by instinct. We know the contours—Bethlehem, Galilee, parables, miracles, Gethsemane, the cross, the empty tomb. Yet familiarity is not always clarity. Sometimes the very scenes we know best lose their sharpness; the details blur, the wonder thins, and the weight of the narrative feels lighter than it ought. This book seeks, in a modest way, to help restore that clarity—to invite readers to see Jesus again, slowly, attentively, one moment at a time.

The following chapters are arranged as forty narrative snapshots, moving from the eternal Son who existed before all worlds to His birth, ministry, death, resurrection, ascension, and future return. Each snapshot is brief by design—an attempt to linger over one facet of His life without rushing past it, to dwell on the humanity that marks His earthly years and the divinity that shines through every scene. These are not speculative reconstructions or imaginative retellings; they aim simply to place biblical truth in fresh light, to help the reader pause at the right places and feel the movement of the Gospel story with renewed depth.

To frame each major section, the book also includes poetic interludes—meditations crafted to match the tone of the surrounding chapters. Poetry allows the reader to breathe, to sit quietly in the mystery before moving on. Theology has long recognized that beauty often carries truth where analysis cannot reach. These interludes are therefore not embellishments but invitations—moments of contemplation where the heart may absorb what the mind has considered.

This work is not a biography, nor a commentary, nor a systematic theology, though it touches all three. It is, instead, a devotional journey shaped by Scripture, attentive to history, and rooted in the conviction that the life of Jesus is inexhaustibly rich. Each chapter can be read alone, yet together they form a unified arc—from eternity past to eternity future—centered on the One who became flesh and dwelt among us.

My hope is simple: that as you move through these pages, you will find yourself slowing down, noticing what you may have overlooked, feeling the weight of scenes too easily skimmed, and encountering again the majesty and meekness of the One who came to save. If these brief reflections lead you to love Christ more deeply, to trust Him more fully, and to marvel at Him more truly, then the work has done its task and I will be forever grateful.

May the Spirit who inspired the sacred story open your eyes to behold the glory of the Son—in His humility, His compassion, His suffering, His triumph, and His everlasting reign.
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Part I — From Eternity Into Time
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“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”

— John 1:1 

A cosmic prologue tracing the Son’s eternal glory and the long anticipation of His coming.

Before Jesus walked dusty roads or spoke in parables, He existed in the eternal life of God—uncreated, radiant, and infinitely glorious. This opening section traces the mystery of the Son before Bethlehem: the divine will that purposed redemption, the hints and shadows scattered through Israel’s Scriptures, and the prophetic longing that built century upon century. Here we step back to see the vast horizon into which the Incarnation bursts—the story that began before stories began.
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​​Before Bethlehem: The Son Who Always Was
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Long before shepherds heard angels or Magi followed a wandering star, the Son simply was—not drifting in some pale pre-creation limbo, but living in the blazing fullness of divine life (John 1:1–2; Phil 2:6; Heb 1:3). The fathers spoke of an eternal “fountain of light,” and while that phrase strains our imagination, it nudges us toward the truth: the Son was never made, never commenced, never “became” in the sense that creatures do (John 1:3; Col 1:16). He existed in perfect, unbroken fellowship with the Father and the Spirit, sharing the same glory, the same will, the same infinite delight (John 17:5; 2 Cor 3:17–18). If you try to picture eternity as a silent, static span, you’ve got the wrong canvas. Eternity is alive with love (1 John 4:8–10).

The Scriptures hint at this reality with a kind of quiet boldness. Proverbs 8 sketches Wisdom “beside” God in creation, rejoicing before Him (Prov 8:22–31)—a poetic foreshadowing the early Christians could hardly ignore. John opens his Gospel with the unblinking assertion that “In the beginning was the Word,” and that Word was both “with God” and indeed “was God” (John 1:1). Paul, writing with the clipped urgency of a man dictating from prison, speaks of the Son as the One “in whom all things hold together” (Col 1:17). These are not decorative lines; they are unveiling. The baby of Bethlehem did not start His story in Mary’s womb. He stepped into a story He authored (John 1:14; Gal 4:4).

If you trace the Old Testament with a careful eye, you begin spotting Him everywhere: those mysterious “angel of Yahweh” encounters where the messenger speaks as God and yet somehow stands distinct (Gen 16:7–13; 22:11–18; Exod 3:2–6); the Commander of the Lord’s armies who appears to Joshua with calm, terrifying authority (Josh 5:13–15); the fourth figure in Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace, radiant amid the flames (Dan 3:24–25). The older theologians were fond of saying the Son “walked the fields” of Israel long before He walked its dusty roads as a man—an ancient narrative textured with these anticipations (1 Cor 10:4).

What’s striking is how the eternal Son condescends to reveal Himself through creaturely means: clouds, fire, voices, strangely shimmering figures (Exod 13:21; 33:18–23; Num 12:6–8). None of these displays were His final form, yet each whispered the same truth: God does not disdain nearness (Ps 34:18; Isa 57:15). Even before the Incarnation, the Son kept leaning toward His people, bending down through layers of symbol and shadow. It’s almost as though He were teaching the world how to recognize Him when He finally arrived wrapped in mortal skin (John 1:14; Heb 2:14).

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
THE IUFE OF JESUS IN
FORTY SNAPSHOTS

ANARRATIVE-THEOLOGICAL
JOURNEY FROM ETERNITY TO
ETERNITY

J.NEIL DANIELS





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image000.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/scene_break.png





