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The Ballad of Molly McGee

The rocking chair on the wood porch; the fired clay cup with the strong tea so hot Judith had to move it from thigh to thigh as she rocked. The rain coming down on the far peas of the mountains; the black colt frolicking in the meadow. A moment’s peace.

She thought back to when her husband, Steven, had been with her still; he had passed at age fifty-five, leaving her on her own for a terrible long time. Her sweetheart. She still missed him, not with a widow's grief of not knowing what was ahead of her, how she would live or eat, but with the grief of an old friend, two spirits bickering through life's journeys, happier to fuss at each other than to spend their lives in perfect bliss with another.
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