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    Praise for




    Witnesses to the Mysteries




    With the creativity of a master storyteller and gifted teacher, Jeanne Washburn brings to life the Gospels and the treasured Catholic prayer of the Rosary. Jeanne’s imaginative and faith-filled stories will warm your heart, engage your mind in prayerful reflection, and inspire you to love God and neighbor, just as Jeanne so faithfully did.




    Jem Sullivan, PhD.




    Educator and author




    This book is a pilgrimage in time to the persons who first encountered Jesus in the events we celebrate in the Rosary. The charming creative vignettes will help people put a face on the mysteries of the Rosary. If you have ever found your mind wandering, not fully living the reality of the mystery up for contemplation as you pray the Rosary (and who of us has not?), this book is for you.




    Fr. D. Paul Sullins, PhD.Professor of Sociology (Retired),The Catholic University of America




    Praying the Rosary with Witnesses to the Mysteries will open your heart and mind. You’ll be deeply touched by the humble, tender, and even amusing reflections of those imagined to have walked beside Mary and Jesus. Having had the privilege of praying the Rosary many times with the author and others in a small prayer group, I can promise a unique and holy experience to anyone—young or old—who prays with these meditations.




    Donna Chacko, MD




    Author, Pilgrimage: A Doctor’s Healing Journey
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    Introduction


  




  

    If we were living in the time of Jesus and Mary, how would we learn the news of important events happening in our world? I’ve often imagined being a reporter in that time and interviewing people who knew the Holy Family and followed Jesus and his apostles. I decided to write down the words I imagined those people might have said, specifically choosing experiences that could be linked to the Mysteries of the Rosary. A friend suggested I call my series “Witnesses to the Mysteries.”




    In choosing subjects to be interviewed, I realized there were challenges. For example, with whom would you talk about the Agony in the Garden? Or who could share the details of Mary being crowned Queen of Heaven unless you interviewed an angel? These are creative imaginings to help us consider what people of that time might have observed and to reflect on what we now know from the inspired writings in the New Testament.




    These narratives could be used in catechism classes or Marian prayer services with participants each taking a character and reading it. After the narrative, a decade of the rosary could be said and questions asked about what more the witness needed to know to understand the significance of his or her observation.




    For example, in the second Joyful Mystery, the Visitation, the narrator is the camel driver who was part of a caravan that took Mary to Elizabeth’s town. He noticed after Mary left the caravan that she went down a dusty street and hugged a lady and then turned her face to the sky and raised her arms. He wondered what she was saying. We can imagine her saying the Magnificat. In the Baptism of Jesus, the young boy who is the witness heard the voice from the cloud say, “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” He wonders if the voice was referring to John the Baptist or to the man who was being baptized, whom we know to be Jesus.




    One purpose of these fictional narratives is to increase our understanding of the life of Jesus and his teachings and miracles. I’ve asked myself if I lived during that time, would I have followed Jesus? If I were a Jew, could I have left the Jewish faith I grew up in and joined the disciples of Jesus? What if my family was Roman? Would I have an open mind and listen to the teachings of Jesus? Jesus and his disciples faced many challenges in bringing the Gospel and New Covenant to the people of Israel and to the world.




    We are blessed that apostles, disciples, and believers— such as St. Paul— worked diligently to spread the Good News so that we, more than 2,000 years after Jesus’ birth, can grow in faith and love of God, our Father, Jesus, our Lord, and the Holy Spirit, our inspiration and guide.




    We should also be grateful to our Blessed Lady, Mary, Mother of God. In the early 13th century, Mary appeared to St. Dominic and gave him Rosary beads and the prayers to say on each bead. St. Dominic promoted the Rosary and began to guide small groups of people in saying it. I read on the internet that these small groups could be the beginnings of prayer groups that many of us belong to today.




    It was visiting Fatima in 2022 that inspired me to be more faithful in saying the Rosary. Mary appeared to three children living in Fatima, Portugal. Lucia was ten years old, and her cousins, Jacinta and Francisco, were seven and nine. Mary said to them, “Say the Rosary every day to bring peace to the world and an end to war.” It was 1917, and World War I was bringing violence and death to many in Europe and to the soldiers sent from the United States. In our time, with wars raging in Israel and Ukraine, Mary’s message continues to be relevant and needed. The Rosary can be offered for peace in our world and for our own spiritual nourishment. God bless us all.




    Jeanne Marie Washburn, July 26, 1947-December 18, 2024




    Jeanne wrote this Introduction on February 22, 2024. She noted it was the Feast of the Chair of St. Peter and added, “Remember, Peter has the keys to the kingdom of heaven!!” She continued working on her book during her illness, finishing it shortly before she died peacefully at home on December 18, 2024.




    Bible translation used for quotations is the New American Bible, Revised Edition (NABRE). 




    Reviewed for accuracy by the Rev. D. Paul Sullins, M.Div., Ph.D. Jeanne’s family and friends are very grateful for Father Sullins’ assistance with this book.
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    Before you start each Mystery, slowly read the appropriate meditation from this book. While you pray the Our Father and the ten Hail Marys, reflect on the story, asking yourself what it means to you and how you live your life.




    1a. Make the Sign of the Cross




    In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.




    1b. The Apostle's Creed




    I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified; died, and was buried. He descended into Hell; the third day He arose again from the dead; He ascended into Heaven, sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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