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Foreword

 

John Dehner was very successful in the early portion of his life. He was worth $936,000 in today’s dollars by 1860. He established and ran a very successful dry goods mercantile business in Pontiac. He served in Livingston County government offices including serving as Township Supervisor for four years. He helped to build the first Livingston County Jail. John Dehner served as an officer in the early Livingston County Fairs.

 

John Dehner tried to improve Pontiac by successfully getting the Chicago & Paducah as a second railroad for the county. He tried but was unsuccessful in getting a new state mental asylum to be built in Pontiac.

 

Judge Henry Jones and his son, Henry C. Jones, both led successful lives. Henry Jones ran a successful business in Pontiac. Henry Jones helped build the first bridge over the Vermilion River in 1847. He was elected a County Commissioner in 1848. In 1851, Henry Jones and Henry Loveless laid out the town of Richmond, just east of Pontiac. Unfortunately the railroad missed Richmond by just two miles, and Richmond became a ghost town.

 

Henry Jones and his business partner, Edwin Charles Jones, built the first brick structure in Livingston County around 1856 at 315 W. Howard Street. Henry Jones was elected to be a Livingston County Judge.  After making three journeys to the California gold fields, Judge Henry Jones stayed in California. He became a pioneer settler in Shasta, California.

 

Henry C. Jones was involved with several businesses including the Pontiac Sentinel newspaper, the first electric light plant in Pontiac, and the first artificial ice company in Pontiac. He also lived in Texas and sold supplies to many different newspapers.

 

Henry C. Jones eventually married and moved into the Jones House around 1900. His father, Judge Henry Jones helped to build the first brick structure in Pontiac around 1856, and his son, Henry C. Jones lived in the oldest brick house in Pontiac built in 1858.

 

Unfortunately, the oldest brick structure in Livingston County that Henry Jones built at 315 W. Howard St. was torn down in 1989.

 

The oldest brick house in Pontiac at 314 E. Madison Street was severely damaged by a major fire in 1975. This house was saved from the wrecking ball when Francis E. Leman and Reid Tombaugh bought the house in 1976. Through the efforts and donations from countless citizens, the Jones House was fully restored. Every year, many residents and visitors enjoy touring this fascinating pre-Civil War brick home.

 

It is hoped this book will help to inform future generations about the history of the Jones House and the families that lived in it.  
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CHAPTER 1

 

 

Book Design

There are four primary historical reference books used whenever research is performed about Livingston County, Illinois. 

1878 History Book

The earliest published reference to Livingston County, Illinois history is William Le Baron's 1878 book titled The History of Livingston County, Illinois. This book will be called the 1878 history book in future references. 

1888 History Book

The 1888 history book titled Portrait and Biographical Album of Livingston County by Chapman Brothers is the second Livingston County history book. This book will be called the 1888 history book in future references. 

1900 History Book

The 1900 history book titled The Biographical Record of Livingston and Woodford Counties by S. J. Clarke is the third Livingston County history book. This book will be called the 1900 history book in future references. 

1909 History Book

The 1909 history book titled Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of Livingston County Volume Two by Bateman and Selby is the fourth Livingston County history book. This book will be called the 1909 history book in future references. 

Other Important Historical Sources

The Fairbury Blade has now been digitized and is word searchable back to 1871. Access to the Blade archives is free and available from the Dominy Memorial Library website. There were also other newspapers published in Fairbury between its founding in 1857 and 1871. Unfortunately, no copies of these early newspapers exist.

The Pontiac Sentinel was published from 1857 until about 1900. The Pontiac Library microfilm only goes back to 1871. The Sentinel is not yet digitized.

Unfortunately, the Pontiac Daily Leader has not yet been fully digitized. The website GenealogyBank.com requires an annual subscription fee to access the archived articles. This website has archived copies of the Daily Leader from 1958 to 1970.

The website Ancestry.com requires an annual subscription fee to access the archived newspaper articles. This website has archived copies of the Daily Leader from 1971 to 1977.

The Sentinel and the Daily Leader likely have more articles about both the Dehner and Jones families that have not been digitized yet. Hopefully, the Leader will get fully digitized, and researchers will be able to search easily for new material about these families.  

The Bloomington Pantagraph newspaper archives are also available online and can be searched back to 1838. There is an annual subscription fee required to access these archives. 

Newspapers.com is a website that contains archives of thousands of newspapers. Annual subscription fees are required to access these archives.

Google Books was also an invaluable source for old books with information about the Dehner and Jones families. NOTE: You must utilize the Google Book option to find these books. The regular Google search feature does not readily identify these old publications.

Citations

If possible, references and dates will be noted for all materials used in this book. In the event no date is available, that fact will be noted.

Sanborn Maps

The Sanborn Insurance Company periodically made maps of many small towns in Central Illinois. Sanborn maps still exist for Pontiac in the years of 1888, 1892, 1897, 1903, 1910, and 1923. Copies of these old maps are available for free from several different websites.

 

Newspaper Stories

All newspaper stories cited in this book will be presented in the original wording of the article. If the copy of the article had adequate quality, it may be shown as an image. If the article is of poor visual quality, it will be transcribed into text.

Pantagraph Negatives

Starting a few years ago, the Pantagraph released their old photo negatives to the McLean County Museum of History. The museum has the negative scanned and then posted on a website where anyone can access them for free. Negatives from the Pontiac area can be accessed at https://tinyurl.com/37x62cvx. Negatives that were used in this book will be referred to as “Pantagraph negatives.”

Hopefully, as the Pantagraph continues to release their old negatives, more old photos related to the Jones House will become available in future years.

Archive.Org

Most of the rare documents discovered in researching this book have been uploaded to Archive.Org. Hopefully, this website will survive for many years in the future, and future researchers can easily find this material.

John Dehner the Actor

When performing Internet searches for John Dehner information, the search results are often for John Dehner, the famous actor. Wikipedia has a biography for the actor John Dehner.

John Dehner (DAY-ner) (1915-1992) was an American stage, radio, film, and television actor. From the late 1930s to the late 1980s, he amassed a long list of performance credits, often in roles as sophisticated con men, shady authority figures, and other smooth-talking villains. His credits just in feature films, televised series, and in made-for-TV movies number almost 300 productions. 

Dehner worked extensively as a radio actor during the latter half of that medium's "golden age,” accumulating hundreds of additional credits on nationally broadcast series. 

His most notable starring role was as Paladin on the radio version of the television Western Have Gun – Will Travel, which aired for 106 episodes on CBS from 1958 to 1960. He continued to work as a voice actor in film, such as narrating the film The Hallelujah Trail. Earlier in his career, Dehner also worked briefly for Walt Disney Studios, serving as an assistant animator from 1940 to March 1941 at the company's facilities in Burbank, California.
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John Dehner the movie actor.




                

 

 

 

 

 

Difficulty with the Judge Henry Jones Family 

The three most important men involved with the Jones House history were John Dehner (1807-1880), Judge Henry Jones (1810-1893), and the son of Judge Henry Jones, Henry C. Jones (1838-1921). Because the father’s name and the son’s name are so similar, it is difficult to sometimes tell which of the two men is being referred to in historical information. If it can not be determined which Henry Jones is being referred to in historical text, it will be noted in the book.

Separating the Two Key Families

The two most significant families in the story of the Jones House are the John Dehner family and the Judge Henry Jones family. To make it easier for the reader, their stories will be told in separate chapters versus mixing the two families together in the same chapters.

 

Partial Title Abstract for Jones House

The Livingston County Historical Society has a copy of the Abstract from 1905 through 1977. This abstract has been scanned and converted to a PDF file. This partial abstract has been uploaded to Archive.org and can be viewed or downloaded at https://tinyurl.com/yc6zar8v.

This abstract will be called the 1905-1977 Jones House partial abstract in future references. 

Completing the Title Abstract for Jones House

The partial abstract only covers the period from 1905 to 1977. A complete abstract would cover from about 1840 when Henry Weed bought the land from the government until 1977. Both title companies in Pontiac were asked to give quotes for the cost of completing the abstract. Neither company responded with quotes.

In theory, one could create the missing 1840 to 1905 abstract by manually going through the sales records books in the old courthouse. This would be a difficult and time consuming process. Some of this work was done previously by Robert Schlosser and others.

The old property tax records helped to identify who owned and paid the taxes on the Jones House by year. Because of the difficulty and time required to complete the abstract, the author chose not to undertake this study. It is likely the results of completing the abstract would not significantly change the over-all story of the Jones House.

Old Property Tax Records

These records are in the southwest corner of the basement in the Historic Courthouse in Pontiac, Illinois.

To utilize these records, you must know the city name, block number and lot number for the property you want to research.

These books start in 1854 and you can search to see who paid the property taxes each year by Block number and Lot number in a village.
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Bound books by year of property tax records in Historic Courthouse in Pontiac




 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is fairly easy to search these records, but the names of the taxpayers are written in longhand and sometimes can not be deciphered.

Use of AI (Artificial Intelligence) in Writing This Book

The author recently tried using ChatGPT for historical research. In the first case, the software wrote a beautiful biography about the person, who died in 1893. The only problem was that out of ten facts mentioned in the biography, every single fact was wrong!!

So, no AI was used to research or write this book.

1984 to 1987 Livingston County Historical Society Newsletters

During that era, Robert Schlosser, President of the Historical Society, published periodic newsletters and sent them to Society members. The newsletter was called the Update. At the end of 1987, Mr. Schlosser compiled the three years of newsletters into one paper document. 

A paper copy of this document was found in October 2023 when searching the Jones House to try to find any paperwork that might be helpful in writing this book. This 29 page compilation was scanned into a computer and a PDF file was created. This file was uploaded to Archive.Org by the author. A copy of this file can be viewed or downloaded at https://tinyurl.com/2s3zrbp7.

Several of the newsletters have history about the Jones House. Unfortunately, some of these articles had errors, because further research found errors in the previous research. The information below appeared in the October 24, 1985, issue of the newsletter.

As research of the subject (the Jones House) continued and more information was gathered, the text of the talk was further revised and it is now identified as the June 1985 Version of GENEALOGY OF THE JONES HOUSE. The booklet of nine pages is priced at $1.25 per copy.

Source material gathered but not used in the Talk Program should not remain unused, therefore an APPENDIX has been started. APPENDIX, Part One, for GENEALOGY OF THE JONES HOUSE was released in September. It has 16 pages and carries a price of $1.75 per copy.

1985 Schlosser Booklets on the Jones House

The archives of the Livingston County Historical Society were searched by the author in October 2023. Both booklets note above that were written by Robert Schlosser in 1985 were found in storage boxes.

The June 1985 Version of GENEALOGY OF THE JONES HOUSE booklet is 12 pages long. The September version of the APPENDIX, Part One, for GENEALOGY OF THE JONES HOUSE is 18 pages long.

Both booklets were scanned and PDF files of the booklets were created. These two PDF files were upload to Archive.org in October of 2023. The main booklet can be accessed athttps://tinyurl.com/bdcn87ut and the Appendix can be accessed at  https://tinyurl.com/3sm3bbf9.

The two booklets are too long to include every page in this book. There are only a few subtle differences in the information in these booklets compared to the research done for this book. These subtle differences do not significantly change the over-all story of the Jones House.

Pearle Sutherland Scrapbooks

Around 1981, Pearle began the assembly of scrapbooks to document Livingston County history. Boxes of her scrapbooks were found in the archives of the Livingston County Historical Society in October 2023. She prepared one on the history of the Historical Society and included paper newspaper clippings of Daily Leader stories about the Jones House restoration project. Digital scans of some of her clipping were used to produce better photographs for use in this book.

1971 New York Times Article Featuring Francis E. Lehman of Pontiac 

The New York Times newspaper hardly ever publishes an article about Pontiac or Livingston County. This article was found when researching Francis E. Lehman. Although it is not directly associated with the Jones House, the article does give a flavor of what life was like in Pontiac in the 1970s. Because of this, the author made the decision to include the article in this book.

Book Font

This book is written in Times New Roman with a 12 point font size. This relatively large font size makes all parts of the book easy to read.

Chronological Chapters

This book is designed in chronological order to make it easier to follow the story of the Jones House and its occupants. 

 

CHAPTER 2

 

The 1790 to 1868 John Dehner Era

 

John Dehner Family History

 

Samuel Mooney was born on December 11, 1790, in Ohio. Jane Jones was born in 1799 in Kentucky. Samuel Mooney married Jane Jones around 1818 in Ohio. Samuel was 27 and Jane was 19 years of age when they married. Samuel and Jane Mooney had nine children. Unfortunately, Samuel Mooney died on April 5, 1836 at the age of 45 in Carroll County, Indiana.

 

When her husband died, Jane Mooney was 37 years old. Jane’s children and their ages when Samuel Mooney died are shown below.

 

Malinda                22

Jonas                                19

Mary                                19

Rebecca                17

Nancy                                14

John                                11

Obediah                 8

Peter                                 5

Susan                                 5

 

Widow Jane Mooney had to raise six children under the age of 18 when her husband died.  Eight months after her husband died, Jane Mooney married John Dehner. John was born in 1807 in Prussia. John Dehner emigrated from Prussia to Indiana in 1835. In 1871, Prussia became part of Germany.

 

On December 13, 1836, John Dehner married the widow Jane Mooney in Carroll County, Indiana. John was 29 and Jane was 37 years of age when they married. 

 

 

Genealogy Book with John Dehner and Jane Jones Information

 

Using a Google book search, a book was found with information about John Dehner and his wife Jane Jones. The title of this book is The Bartine Family of Marshall County, Iowa. Excerpts from this book are shown below.

 

Chapter 2

The Mooney Family 

 

The Mooney family origin in America appears to go back to the New Jersey and eastern Pennsylvania area probably in the early 1700's. There is an old note which says that the family came from the Isle of Man and from Ireland and Scotland. I have not found any proof of this and include it only to help further research.

 

The first member of the family we have any record of is Joseph Mooney who was born October 19, 1768, probably in New Jersey. He died in Miami County, Ohio, on September 13, 1801 or 1807, but the old records are hard to make out. It is more likely 1807. On August 18, 1785, he married Rebecca Freeman who was born May 30, 1769, probably in New Jersey, and she died May 9, 1815, in Miami County, Ohio. The records indicate they left New Jersey and settled in Fayette County, Pennsylvania, before they moved to Miami County, Ohio.

 

The children of Joseph Mooney and Rebecca Freeman Mooney are:

 

Rebecca Mooney - b July 31, 1786 

m Joseph Jones August 16, 1804

 

John F. Mooney - b September 26, 1788 

m Nancy Terry December 31, 1811 

d October 21, 1855

 

Samuel Mooney - b November 10, 1790 (PA?) 

m Jane Jones

d April 4, 1836

 

Priscilla Mooney - b October 24, 1791 

m Joseph Jones August 25, 1809

 

Ruth Mooney - b January 25, 1795

m William McJimsey April 25, 1811 

 

Nathan F. Mooney - b January 6, 1798

 

Elizabeth Mooney - b July 29, 1799
m Samuel Moore December 21, 1820

 

Lewis Mooney - b February 2, 1801

Thomas J. Mooney - b abt 1807

 

The family seemed to have settled in Ohio prior to 1800 and in Monroe Township of Miami County, Ohio, by 1816. The Mooney, Terry, and Freeman families and probably the Jenkins and Jones families all appear in the area of Monroe Township.

 

Samuel Mooney, the son of Joseph Mooney, moved with his family to Miami County, Ohio, and probably married there, but I have not found a record of his marriage to Jane Jones. He owned real estate there, but he appears to have lost it to foreclosure as a Sheriff's Deed filed November 5, 1824, in Book 5, page 250 of the Recorder's Office, Miami County, Ohio shows "Samuel Mooney by Sheriff conveys to William Barbee Land in Section 26, Township 4, Range 6 Monroe Township, Miami County, Ohio."

 

The family of Samuel Mooney (Grandpa Samuel Mooney's grandfather) moved to Delphi, Carroll County, Indiana, about 1830. This was the frontier and was just beginning to be settled. The land records (Book C, p234 Recorder, Carroll County, Indiana) show a patent to Samuel Mooney for the East Half of the Southeast Quarter of Section 4, Township 23 North, Range 2 West, Carroll County, Indiana, dated January 26, 1831. The land is located in the western part of the county on Wildcat Creek.

 

Samuel Mooney was born November 10, 1790, probably in Pennsylvania and died in Carroll County, Indiana, on April 5, 1836. He is buried in Pyrmont Cemetery (Row 32, Sec. A) Clay Township, Carroll County, Indiana. His tombstone, which is very legible and in good shape, says "age 15 yr., 4 mon., 25 days". This appears to be an error and should read "45 yrs". I have checked several sources and he does not appear to be a veteran of the War of 1812.

 

I have not found any record or date of his marriage to Jane Jones, but the various probate and guardianship records indicate she was his wife. The 1850 census of Washington Township, Tippecanoe County, Indiana, indicates she was 52 years old and born in Kentucky about 1797-1799.

 

After Samuel's death, she married John Dehner (born in Germany about 1806). She died October 10, 1879, in the Carthage, Missouri, area. Jane Jones Mooney and John Dehner were the parents of a son, Joseph Dehner born January 29, 1840, near or in Americus, Tippecanoe County, Indiana.

John Dehner was a prosperous farmer and businessman in this area of Indiana.

 

The records show that John Dehner entered land November 18, 1835; May 30, 1836; and April 9, 1836, in Sections 9, 19 and 34, Township 24 North, Range 2 West - this would be in Madison Township, Carroll County and would be just north of Samuel Mooney's land. John and Jane Mooney Dehner moved to Pontiac, Illinois, where he purchased land about 1857.

 

John and Jane Mooney Dehner's son, Joseph, appears to have had financial problems and misfortunes. They later moved to the Carthage, Missouri, area where Jane died. John Dehner lost his money and died September 24, 1880, in Pierce City, Missouri. I have not located Jane's grave, but believe it could be in the Parke Cemetery near Carthage because Joseph's wife died in 1882 and she and several of his children and grandchildren are buried there.

 


The children of Samuel Mooney and Jane Jones are:

 

Rebecca Mooney - b Miami County, Ohio. 

 

Her first marriage, I believe, was to a Logan and her second marriage on August 13, 1835, in Carrot County, Indiana was to Moses Campbell

 

Malinda Mooney - b abt 1814 Ohio 

d abt 1853 Marshall County, Indiana 

m Henry Jenkins August 13, 1835, Carroll County, Indiana - he died 1845, m Henry Van Noy February 24, 1847, Carroll County, Indiana

 

Jonas C. Mooney - b November 3, 1817, Miami County, Ohio

d September 25, 1876, Hillsdale, Barron County, Wisconsin

 

John Edward (Edmund) Mooney 
b April 12, 1825, Ohio

 

Obediah Mooney - b May 25, 1828, Ohio d May 3, 1897, Carroll County, Indiana

 

Susan Mooney - b October 13, 1831, Indiana d July 15, 1856, Carroll County, Indiana

 

Probate Record (Carroll County) Book 1, pages 47 and 130, dated May 9, 1836, shows Jane Mooney and Henry Jenkins were administrators of the Estate of Samuel Mooney. In February 1837, Jane Mooney resigned.

 

In May of 1837, Henry Jenkins was guardian of John Edward (Edmund) Mooney, age 12 and Obediah C. Mooney, age 9, minor heirs of Samuel (Mooney). On February 2, 1839, John Dehner was the guardian of Obediah and Susan. John Edward (Edmund) Mooney's name does not appear after that date and he is not in the 1840 census. He married Mary Jane Beard and they lived in Marshall County, Indiana.

 

Obediah Mooney was born in 1828 in Ohio and served in the Mexican War. On February 19, 1849, he married Catherine Enoch (b March 30, 1825, in Miami, Ohio, d February 9, 1913 near Cutler, Indiana). Obediah died May 3, 1897. They are both buried in the Enoch Cemetery located in SE 1/4 Sec. 6, north side of road in pines about 80 rods north of building site. They were members of the M.E. Church in Mt. Olive, Indiana, on October 19, 1879. Their children were Jonas, Alice G., William H., Hilda H., Emma, Miranda E. Premer, Elizabeth L. Ball, and John E. Mooney of San Antonio, Texas.

 

Susan Mooney died July 15, 1856, and is buried near Samuel in the

Pyrmont Cemetery located 0.1 mile west of 800 w along 5505 center of Sec. 6 on the west edge of the town of Pyrmont. Her stone says she was age 21 yrs., 9 mos., 2 days, but this does not agree on all records with her date of birth. There is a small stone about 2 inches thick, 8 inches wide and 18 inches long, but without any visible marking between the graves of Samuel and Susan.

 

 

 

 

 

Family Tree of Samuel Mooney and Jane Jones

 

Ancestry.com shows that Samuel and Jane Mooney had ten children. The book The Bartine Family of Marshall County, Iowa, reports they had five children. Assuming the data is more accurate from the Bartine family book, a family tree was constructed and it is shown below.
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John Dehner Indiana Land Purchases

 

According to the U.S. Department of the Interior Bureau of Land Management online database, John Dehner purchased seven different tracts of land in Carroll County, Indiana, in 1837 and 1838. These land purchases totaled 600 acres and he paid cash for the land as opposed to using military veteran land patents.
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1840 Census

 

In 1840, John and Jane Dehner had a son they named Joseph A. Dehner in Tippecanoe County, Indiana. John Dehner was shown in the 1840 U.S. Census. In his household of five people, there was one male under age five, one male between ten and fourteen, and one female between ages five and nine. His family was living in Tippecanoe County, Indiana. John was 33 and Jane was 41 when their son was born.

 

1850 Census

 

In the 1850 U.S. Census, the John Dehner family still lived in Tippecanoe County. Son Joseph Dehner was eleven years old and lived at home. John Dehner gave his occupation as selling gold. The only child in the household was Joseph Dehner.

 

 

John Dehner Family Tree

 

After the children of Samuel Mooney and Jane Jones left the John Dehner household, the family tree of John Dehner and Jane Jones is shown below.
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First Livingston County Fair Held in 1850

 

The 1878 history book recounts the history and development of the Livingston County Fair.

 

THE LIVINGSTON COUNTY AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIATION.

 

The earliest attempts at popular exhibitions of the agricultural and mechanical products of the county were held about the year 1850, in the Court House Square. The principal mover in these exhibitions was Mr. Samuel Ladd. But few articles were exhibited; and at the close of the day's entertainment, a hat was passed around to raise means to defray expenses.

 

These primitive fairs generally went by the name of "rope fairs,” from the fact that a rope was stretched around the articles shown. These fairs were held at irregular intervals until 1856, when at a meeting of several gentlemen interested in the subject, a permanent organization was effected.

 

This meeting was held at the Court House, on, Jan. 5, 1856, at which meeting Wm. J. Murphy was chosen Chairman. and James Stout, Secretary. A Constitution was submitted and adopted, and the following officers elected at said meeting : William J. Murphy, President; M. D. Edgington, Vice President; C. B. Ostrander, Vice President; S. McCormick, Vice President; Otis Richardson, Secretary; James Stout, Corresponding Secretary; James M. Perry, Treasurer.

 

The first County Fair was held in the Fall of 1856, in the Court House Square in Pontiac. No admission fee was charged and a very small list of premiums offered.

 

On the 18th day of April, 1857, the Board reorganized, and a Constitution was adopted. Section 1 of the Constitution provided that this society shall be called "The Livingston County Agricultural Society." Its objects shall be to improve the condition of agriculture, horticulture, mechanic and household arts. Also, that this Board shall consist of such persons as shall pay into the treasury not less than $1.00 and $1.00 annually thereafter. The payment of $20 or more shall constitute a life member of this society.

 

The officers of this Board shall consist of a President, a Vice President, a Secretary, a Treasurer and a Board of nine Directors (five of whom shall constitute a quorum).

 

Under this organization twenty fairs were held, with a very good attendance at each. The result has been a growing interest in agricultural, horticultural and mechanical pursuits.

 

In 1865, the society purchased the old fair grounds, south of the Vermilion River, which they furnished with buildings, stalls and a good half-mile track, and which were occupied until the present season.

 

In 1872, the Legislature passed a law changing the State Agricultural Society to the State Agricultural Board, and giving it certain privileges. The same act provided that any County Agricultural Society forming an organization in compliance with this law would be entitled to $100 each season a fair was held.

 

That year, the Livingston County Agricultural Society changed to the Livingston County Agricultural Board, in compliance with this law, and continued under that organization and name until Jan. 1, 1878. At this date, it was decided to form a stock company, sell the old grounds, purchase new and more desirable grounds and extend the aim and purpose of the society. One thousand shares at $10 each were decided upon and readily disposed of, thereby creating a fund of $10,000. This is used in part to defray expenses, insure payment of premiums and to supply any deficiency that may occur.

 

The grounds comprise fifty-five acres southeast of the city on the bank of the river. One-third of the grounds are admirably shaded, affording a pleasant retreat. A most excellent one-half-mile track is graded and ready for use. Good buildings, stables ·and other necessary adjuncts will be at once erected, so that by the Fall meeting-first week of September-every thing will be in readiness. The premiums offered aggregate $3,000, and an excellent exhibition is anticipated.

 

The present officers of the association are as follows: President, W.O. Burleigh; Vice President, Bailey A. Gower; Secretary, A. W. Kellogg; Treasurer, D. C. Eylar; Executive Committee, J. P. Houston, W. P. Corbin, A. E. Sweet, James Marks, C. W. Ament.

 

A Director from each township in the county is elected by the stockholders for three years. These Directors are divided into three classes, one class going out each year.

 

First Railroad in Pontiac

 

The 1878 history book recounts that the first railroad in Livingston County was the Chicago & Mississippi Railroad with tracks running through Pontiac in 1854. This railroad changed names to the Chicago & Alton Railroad and it spurred huge growth in the Pontiac area.

 

 

John Dehner Family Moves to Pontiac

 

Sometime between 1850 and 1857, the John Dehner family moved from Tippecanoe County, Indiana, to Pontiac, Illinois. According to the old property tax records in the basement of the Historic Courthouse, John Dehner purchased the land in Block 51 Lot 2 of the original village of Pontiac. This lot was later assigned the street address of 314 E. Madison St. in Pontiac. A spreadsheet showing the property tax records is shown below.
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According to the property tax records shown above, John Dehner purchased the lot from Simon DeWitt in 1857. It is hard to read the handwriting, so it was likely Simeon DeWitt, not Simon DeWitt.

 

These property tax records also show a huge increase in the value of the property at this site from $40 in 1856 to $366 in 1858. This data indicates that John Dehner built a house on this lot in 1857 and 1858.

 

Simeon DeWitt Was Early Livingston County Lawyer

 

According to the 1909 history book, he was an early lawyer in Pontiac.

 

Simeon DeWitt was another of the pioneer attorneys of Livingston County, arriving in Pontiac in 1854 from the state of Pennsylvania. Mr. DeWitt was an able lawyer. He built the first house on the south side of the river at the comer of South Mill and West Reynolds streets, where he died in 1860.

 

Mr. Fellows and Mr. Stevens

 

Because the handwriting is almost illegible, it is hard to determine the exact two names of these gentlemen. The 1878 history book gives a brief summary of these two families in early Pontiac history.

 

It will, doubtless, be entertaining to any having a real estate interest in the town of Pontiac, to follow, for a little distance, the chain of title of the lands which they now occupy, and which, as we have seen, were primarily vested by right of preemption in Weed and the two Youngs. The three men were originally equally interested in the town site, and in some of the adjoining lands; but, before a patent was obtained from the Government, the Youngs both died. Weed then, in 1839, entered the land and the title of the whole tract was consequently in his name. 

 

Soon after this, Isaac Fellows, a brother-in-law to the Youngs, came out from New York for the purpose of administering on their estate, and of securing to himself, as heir, their interest. Amicable settlement was made, by Weed transferring an undivided one-half interest in the tract to Isaac Fellows. Thus Fellows and Weed became joint proprietors of the town. Subsequently. Isaac Fellows conveyed to Augustus Fellows all of his interest. and some other parties, who laid some claim to the Young estate, quit-claimed to him. The title then vested in Henry Weed and Augustus Fellows. 

 

In 1842, Henry Weed died, leaving, as his heirs, Henry Weed, Jr., John P. Lewis and Henry Stephens ─ the last two by virtue of their marriage with Weed's daughters. In 1849, Augustus Fellows died, leaving the undivided half interest to his wife, who subsequently married Nelson Buck.

 

A few years later, a suit. was instituted for the purpose of dividing the property. Commissioners were appointed, and what was considered by them as an equitable portion was set off to the heirs of Weed ─ Lewis, Stevens and Weed ─ and the remainder to Mrs. Buck. 

 

This will explain how some of the oldest titles run from Weed, and some from Weed and Fellows, and why some of the more modern primary titles run from Stevens, Lewis and Weed, and others from Mrs. Buck.

 

 

 

 

 

John Dehner Purchases Jones House Lot in 1857

 

According to Robert Arnold Schlosser in the September 27, 1984 issue of the Update newsletter, John Dehner purchased the lot on October 23, 1857.

 

On October 23, 1857, for a consideration of five hundred dollars, John Dehner purchased the above property, lots one and two in block 51. On lot two, even before this purchase, a small frame building may have been built as a temporary house. The brick structure was built directly in front of the small frame structure with an opening between, the two units becoming one home of adequate size for the Dehner family.

 

John Dehner and Job Dye Go Into Business in Early 1857

 

Robert Arnold Schlosser of the Livingston County Historical Society, did some research about the Jones House. He published some of his research results in the September 27, 1984 issue of the Update newsletter.

 

On February 13, 1857, John Dehner and Job Dye purchased a store building on the west side of the square, about where the Clothes Closet is located, lot nine in block forty-eight, in consideration of two hundred and thirty dollars. John Dehner and Job E. Dye were partners in a dry goods business store known as Dehner & Co. There is a possibility that a relationship existed between the Dehner and Dye families.

 

 

Location of John Dehner and Job Dye Business

 

The 1910 Sanborn map identifies block and lot numbers. Block 48 and Lot 9 is about in the center of businesses west of the courthouse. The location is shown below.
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The oldest Pontiac Sanborn map is the 1888 map. It shows the same building structures as shown on the 1910 map above.

 

 

 

Job Dye in the 1878 Livingston County History Book 

 

The first mention of Job Dye is shown below.

 

Job E. Dye was an early resident of the county, and made a good Sheriff. Since then he has been engaged in the grain business.

 

This history book also has a biography for Job Dye. A copy is shown below.

 

J. E. DYE, grain and coal, Pontiac; was horn in Miami County, Ohio, February 20, 1820. He followed merchandising there until 1849, when he removed to Tippecanoe Co., Ind., continuing in trade there until his removal to Livingston Co., in 1856; here he opened a general store, and also engaged in the grain and lumber business; in 1860, he disposed of his business and began dealing in stock.

 

In 1863, he was elected Sheriff of the county, and served as such two years. He continued in the stock business until 1868, when he resumed the grain business, which he has followed ever since, with the exception of about a year and a half, during which time he superintended the Pontiac Woolen Mill for Messrs. Duff & Cowan. 

 

He was married in September, 1844, to Miss Sarah Ivers, of Miami Co., Ohio; she died in 1846, leaving one child-Deborah Virginia. He was married again in 1854 to Mrs. Mary Jackson, of Dayton, Ohio, who died in 1855. In February, 1857, he was married to Miss M. A. Watson, of Jasper Co., Ind. They have three children-Carrie L., Sarah E., and Mary J. Mr. Dye has served three terms as member of the City Council of Pontiac.

 

 

This biography noted that he opened a general store in Pontiac in 1856. This was likely with John Dehner as noted above.

 

Job Dye in the 1909 History Book 

 

The 1909 history book mentions that Job Dye was in business with John Dehner.
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