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To the enduring legacy of Ngamihi Ohaki Tautari (1932–2010),

Whose spirit of connection and storytelling continues to weave the rich tapestry of our heritage.

In honor of the bond between the Moetara and Leaf whānau,

Which began with the union of Tohuora Hapakuku Moetara and Taiporutu Riwhi Leaf in 1887,

May their love and strength inspire generations to cherish and celebrate our shared roots.

To Whirinaki and Pākanae, the sacred landscapes that cradle our ancestors,

And to all who walk the paths of Aotearoa,

May we find strength in our stories,

And unity in our diverse threads of connection.

—  R Tautari

April 2026
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Synopsis
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“Hiringa Whenua: Threads of Connection” is a compelling exploration of 19th-century New Zealand, detailing the complex interplay between Māori and European cultures during a transformative period in the nation’s history. The narrative begins with Abel Tasman’s groundbreaking arrival in 1642, marking the initial point of European contact with the Māori people. It chronicles the significant socio-political changes that followed, including the establishment of the Treaty of Waitangi in 1840, which aimed to foster a cooperative relationship between Māori chiefs and the British Crown.

The work delves into the turbulent era of the Musket Wars, highlighting how the introduction of European firearms reshaped Māori society and inter-tribal dynamics. As tensions escalated, the 1835 Declaration of Independence emerged as a pivotal assertion of Māori sovereignty, setting the stage for further conflict. The narrative culminates with the New Zealand Wars, which epitomized the struggles over land, rights, and identity, leading to profound cultural shifts that would shape the future of New Zealand.

Through key historical events and figures, “Hiringa Whenua” weaves a rich tapestry of connection and conflict, offering insights into the resilience of Māori culture and the ongoing impact of colonialism in New Zealand.
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In the tapestry of New Zealand’s history, the 19th century stands out as a period of profound transformation, marked by encounters that shaped the very fabric of the nation. “Hiringa Whenua: Threads of Connection” seeks to illuminate this pivotal era, bringing to life the intricate narratives that weave together the past and present of Aotearoa. 

From the initial European contact with Abel Tasman in 1642, a journey that heralded the advent of foreign exploration and trade, to the profound significance of the Treaty of Waitangi in 1840, this book explores the complex relationships between Māori and Pākehā. Each chapter invites readers to reflect on the cultural exchanges, the aspirations and conflicts that emerged, and the enduring legacy of these interactions.

The Musket Wars, a tumultuous period of intertribal conflict fueled by the introduction of European weaponry, exemplify the transformative impact of colonialism on Māori society. The 1835 Declaration of Independence, a bold assertion of sovereignty, and the New Zealand Wars that followed, reveal the struggles for power and identity that defined this century. Through these key moments, “Hiringa Whenua” captures the resilience and adaptability of Māori and the challenges posed by colonial expansion.

This book is not merely an account of events; it is a tribute to the voices and stories that have often been marginalized in historical narratives. It emphasizes the importance of understanding history as a tapestry of connections—between peoples, cultures, and ideas. As we delve into the threads that bind us to our past, we gain insights into the complexities of our present and the possibilities of our future.

In sharing these stories, we hope to foster a deeper appreciation for the rich heritage of New Zealand and to inspire dialogue and understanding among all who call this land home. May “Hiringa Whenua” serve as a guide through the landscapes of history, inviting readers to reflect on the legacies that continue to shape our collective identity. 


—  R Tautari 
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CHAPTER I



The Arrival of Abel Tasman: A New World Unveiled
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In the year of our Lord 1642, the sun hung low in the sky as the wind whispered secrets of the ocean to the sails of two sturdy ships: the Heemskerck and the Zeehaen. Commissioned by the Dutch East India Company, the intrepid Dutch explorer Abel Tasman stood resolute at the helm, driven by the ambition to discover the fabled “Great South Land.” His previous exploits had already unveiled the mysteries of Van Diemen’s Land, now known as Tasmania, and it was time to delve deeper into the unknown.

On the thirteenth day of December, beneath the vast canopy of a blue sky, Tasman and his crew caught their first glimpse of land. Off the rugged coast of the South Island, they were met with towering cliffs and lush greenery. “A large land, uplifted high,” Tasman noted in his journal, a mix of awe and trepidation coursing through him as the sight of this untouched wilderness unfolded before their eyes. He named this newfound land Staten Landt, believing it to be part of the great southern continent.

However, as the Dutchmen sailed along the coast, the spirit of adventure soon mingled with an air of uncertainty. They anchored off the shores of Punakaiki, where the waves roared, and the rugged beauty of the land beckoned. Yet, as they prepared to explore this new territory, fate had other plans.

Five days later, on December 18, 1642, the atmosphere shifted dramatically. In the sheltered waters of Golden Bay, a misunderstanding ignited a tragic conflict. The crew, curious and eager, sent a small boat ashore, unaware of the complex web of customs and beliefs held by the Māori people who inhabited the land. As the boat approached the shore, Māori warriors, protectors of their territory, launched an unexpected and fierce response. 

In the ensuing chaos, the clash was swift and violent. The Dutch sailors, unprepared for such hostility, found themselves at the mercy of the Māori warriors. Four men lost their lives in a brutal encounter that would forever alter the course of Tasman’s expedition. The air thick with tension and sorrow, Tasman made the heart-wrenching decision to leave the shores of New Zealand without ever setting foot on its soil. In his mind, the bay would be forever marked as Moordenaers’ Bay, or “Murderers’ Bay,” a grim reminder of the day’s tragic events.

As the Heemskerck and Zeehaen sailed away from the shores of this enigmatic land, Tasman’s mind raced with thoughts of what could have been. His encounters were not merely notes in a logbook; they were poignant narratives of two worlds colliding, each with its own rich history and culture. The Māori, with their deep understanding of the land, and the Europeans, driven by the lust for discovery and trade, had crossed paths, though not in a way that would forge alliances or friendships.
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