
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



  
    
    
      This is a work of fiction. Similarities to real people, places, or events are entirely coincidental.

    
    

    
      KHETHIWE

    

    
      First edition. November 10, 2024.

      Copyright © 2024 Safiah F kantwela.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8227597656

    

    
    
      Written by Safiah F kantwela.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
	    
	      Also by Safiah F kantwela

	    

      
	    
          
	      Book 1

          
        
          
	          Bahumi

          
        
          
	          Love, live and laugh

          
        
          
	          The struggle

          
        
          
	          Nkululeko

          
        
          
	          The Legend of Zai

          
        
          
	          Blue roses

          
        
          
	          Asiphe

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Book 1 of Palesa

          
        
          
	          Palesa

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Book:2

          
        
          
	          Avela

          
        
          
	          Us against the world

          
        
          
	          The Ndlovu house hold

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Book 2: continuation of the Struggle

          
        
          
	          The khuzwayo’s

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Book 2 of Nkululeko

          
        
          
	          Busisiwe

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Book 2 of The legend of Zai

          
        
          
	          Beyond the wall

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Book 3 of 2

          
        
          
	          Khethiwe

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Book one of 3

          
        
          
	          Game on

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Book two of love, live and laugh

          
        
          
	          Forbidden love

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Palesa series

          
        
          
	          I am Palesa

          
        
          
	          Grief

          
        
          
	          New chapter

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          Indlovukazi

          
        
          
	          Love is not Suppose to Hurt

          
        
          
	          Solomon

          
        
          
	          The epitome of life

          
        
          
	          Married to a stranger

          
        
          
	          Love letters

          
        
          
	          The Ndlovu household part one

          
        
          
	          The life of Nailaa

          
        
          
	          In deep waters

          
        
          
	          The Curse

          
        
      

      
    
    


Avela

They say a mother love is everything that a child will ever need. Well, they spoke about Ryu and Heera. I’ve never seen someone love a human the way she loved him and the way he loved her.  I had moments where I was jealous of their bond, but then again, he loved me just the same. We watched him grow day in and day out. He watched him learn powers as he turned 8 months. When he started walking, he developed wings, and for a good 3 months, we had to hide him as he couldn’t put them back in. When he learned how to control them. We watched him learn his new power as he started talking, which was to answer our thoughts. At first, we thought maybe we did say out lord only to see that he actually heard our thoughts first.  When he was 7 this other time, he turned and looked at me with innocent eyes and bluntly asked.

“ What is sex?” I looked at him and asked why he asked.  And he bluntly told me, “ Mom wants sex.”  Iv never laughed so much in my life. When on his 13th birthday, he disappeared. That was the worst 8 months of my life cause iv never seen my wife cry so much, and when he came back, he looked different. We never spoke about it, and I never asked about it, and that year, we learned of Heera being pregnant with our little girl, Remi. Remi became the light in his life, and I watched how close they were. As years went, we learned of Remi’s gift, which was simple, the gift of healing. She would heal anything. If you feel down around her, you will smile. I then understood their bond that even though we have given him nothing but love. He has days where he is sad and retreats to his own world. When he turned 18, he disappeared in the words again this time for 2 full years and came back totally different. His body was sculptured to perfection, and his aura demanded authority even when he said nothing. I was the proudest father ever to have such a son that when he spoke, anyone and everyone listened. He took his role as a prince very seriously and made drastic changes that benefited our people. Then he left for America for 5 years to study and came back a grown man. Today, his 30 and our daughter are 17, and let just say life has never been the same. I’ve seen how happy my wife is, and iv seen how happy I am and am forever grateful to having such a loving family. We were having a meeting as he was being crowned the next king in a few days. We thought he was ready and has made great progress with the kingdom and, of cause was beloved by all.

Heera: Everyone has rsvp.

“ that good”

Heera: iv looked into a seating arrangement.

Remi: iv asked a few friends from school over.

Ryu: Friends?

Remi: yes friends and get out of my mind

Ryu: I wasn’t there, but now that you have mentioned it. Who is Nkosiyakhe?

Remi: mom!!!!

Heera: Ryu... he looked at his little sister, and his eyes were stern. 

Ryu: Still doesn’t answer who he is and why you are thinking about a kiss?

Remi: mom!!!!

She ran out, and Ryu chuckled and said nothing, reading a paper. We looked at him. There has been a topic that we haven’t spoken about in 15 years. He looked up from the paper.

“ Well, Philisa and Goodman are coming earlier,”

Heera: That nice, haven’t seen them in 30 years

Ryu: She has a boyfriend. 

He said that flat, and we were shocked and looked at him.

Ryu: she graduated from university and got a job as a teacher in South Africa, and she has a job. Hence, I never said anything. 

Heera: we last spoke about this when you were 15 and dreamt of her.

Ryu: I saw how you reacted to my dreams, so I stopped sharing. When I was in America, I kept tabs on her. She is living her life and is comfortable with it.  Am not about to uproot her from what she knows to an unknown. 

There was silence as we both said nothing.

Ryu: iv keep in touch with her parents, though.

Heera: You what?

Ryu: I don’t want to talk about it. 

I looked at him and saw he wasn’t okay. I looked at my wife, who wasn’t about to drop this.

Heera: Everyone has someone made for them, Ryu.

He said nothing.

“ Son?”

He looked at me.

“ What bothering you?”

He looked at me for some time.

Ryu: Have you noticed how marriage is always beneficial for a man? I mean, how does marriage always work in the man favor? She spent 30 years of her life without me. Graduated and got a job. She has something for herself and now is to come sweep her off her feet and ask her to lead a kingdom with me. A kingdom where here family has always given parts of themselves too? Her mom at a young age was made to serve at the Queen pleasure.. Her dad was made to serve at the Kings pleasure, and now her? What kind of a life am I subjecting her to? She has dreams, hopes, and ambitions. Why must my dreams come before her?

“ You seeing it wrong?”

Ryu: iv thought about it, dad, but if I really care about her, I wouldn’t subject her to the life that I was born into. I was born to lead and protect, and I guess this is me protecting her.

Heera: I know you made up your mind, but let me tell you what marriage is to me since I am a woman, and I got married to the exact same man in your position. Marriage is finding that one person in the world who can have multiple people but chooses you every day. Marriage is building something from nothing with everyone waiting for your downfall. Marriage is creating a bond so strong that when you even a day apart, your mood gets affected. Marriage is having that one person that you don’t have to hide from. That one person that has your interest at heart. That one person you go back to after a long day from work. Marriage is building a home with or without children, and if you are lucky enough to have to watch them grown into wonderful human beings. Marriage is peace. Peace in knowing you are unconditionally loved for who you are. I want you to experience life to it fullest, Ryu, and I want you to have a woman who will understand you as I do to your father. Emotional well-being holds a huge part in our lives, and a woman who will do anything for her family will burn the world even if it means her progress stays on hold. 

We were both silent, and he looked at me, stood up, and showed me his wings. His muscles ripped through his clothes, and his eyes changed grey with his face changing into a beast iv never seen before. This is my first time iv ever seen such.

Ryu: How do I explain this?

I watched my wife stand up and move towards him and touched his horrid face with nothing but love. Slowly, he moved to his human form with a tear rolling off him.

Heera: The right woman will see behind the beast and get to know my Ryu. A sweet man....
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Khethiwe

My life hasn’t been as smooth as it feels right now. Am raised by two most strict parents, and I am the only child, so my dad is a dotting father. Both my parents have worked for the Palace before I was born at a certain age I wanted to do so but never really got the nerve nor energy to go down that path so instead I did teaching and thought to my self that kids needs me know. Am the best friend where when home is too much to bear. You come to me. I love my job so much, and I love the school. Yes, at some point, I wanted to teach at my village, but I needed a change of scene, and so here I was in South Africa and in Johannesburg since my mom always spoke of her time here. Iv never dated back home due to my dad being the most respected man since he served as the king guard. No guys asked me out. I’ve seen how they get excited when they get Intel from the Palace, and today wasn’t different. Schools were closed, and I was home for the holidays even though my boyfriend hated the distance. We have been dating for a while now, and things were fine. I watched them smile at the royal invitation, and I thought to myself, who still sends invitations via post?

Mom: You coming with?

“ to?”

Mom: the crowning, what kind of a history teacher are you without being at the royal grounds

I’ve heard this before 

Dad: Your mom just wants to show you off

“ My mom wants me married,”

Mom: If I find a nice guy for you, then what?

“ I kind of have a boyfriend,”

Dad: Oh really?

Mom: It doesn’t matter if there are no cows in the kraal

“ With my dad brushing the gun on his hip?” Mom looked at him, and he was doing that. We both laughed. 

Mom: Take it as a week of fun at the most beautiful place ever

“ You just want to show off the place where you spend most of your youth.”

Mom: That too, but I also want you to connect to the land as I have done

Trust my mom to manipulate me.

“ Fine,”

I watched both their face light up as if iv given them the world and wished I said yes sooner. The next couple of days we spent ot shopping for the best time of our lives says mom. On Friday morning, the palace sent a car to fetch us, and I must say it was fascinating to be treated special, and I knew that my parents were not over playing the closeness they have with the royals The drive there was very educational with my dad telling is stories and showing us things iv never paid attention too until we got to the state lines that goes to the city and we drove around until the straight road that drives to the Palace.

Dad: There are two palaces. One that stays the senior king and his Queen and the new one that has the New King and Queen, but the sweet part is that they both on special land

“ iv heard the myths.”

Mom: Well, some are true

We drove in silence. Watchung the beauty till we got to the most beautiful place iv ever seen. The car parked, and my heart started beating too fast to my liking. I took a sip of my water and looked at the front where the King and Queen was waiting to meet their friends and next to them was the tallest guy iv ever seen and even from the distance he looked ravishingly handsome. I opened the door and got out, and I felt so weird that when I looked up, I could she him moving towards me as speed of light as my body felt weak in and everything just went blank....
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Heera

I know my son has powers, but iv never seen him use them other than when he was young trying to figure them out.  And today, I watched him swiftly move towards Khethiwe and held her as she fainted.  Everyone one was too stunt to move, but he held her in his hands and walked in. Philisa and Goodman were panicking.  

Ryu places her by the couch , takes a fleece, and warms her up. He then turned and looked at us.

Ryu: she fine

Philisa: Is she?

Ryu: her heart rhythm is good and strong.her blood flow is good, and her mind is blank, but she has brain activity. 

Goodman: You know that all by touching her.

Ryu smiled and nodded, and I saw their anxiety calm down a bit. He turned and touched her face with nothing but love in his eyes.  We all saw it and looked at each other.

Avela: Son

He turned, and I watched them look at each other, and I knew a lot transpired with that look. The door busted open, and just as I thought things couldn’t get more weird, the same woman I saw. I was so shocked because she hadn’t aged a day. She walked in with all of us watching and took out something and burnt it, then put it close to her nose. When done, she looked at Ryu.

Lady pink: Well, you have grown.

Ryu: How long till she wakes up?

Lady pink: couple of hours give her this when she up. Then she turned and looked at all of us.

Lady pink: she was made by half a rib from him in a womb that was designed to hold a child. She is a rare breed, one only made for him. She pointed at Ryu, and she looked at him.

Lady pink: she is yours... only yours.

Ryu: she has a boyfriend 

He laughed. 

Lady pink: Two years, and he hasn’t tasted the cake?

We all coughed, and Ryu looked at her.

Lady pink: Your energies are syncing, and it took a toll on her cause the process was fast. She will be alright. She gave mom a bottle 

Lady pink: drink up

She walked away as if she were never there. We stood there for some time, just processing things. I watched my son look at her for a while. 

“ I prepared lunch,”

Philisa looked at me.

Philisa: Everything she said doesn’t make sense. 

Avela: When two people are connected more, then just bodies become one. The energy and soul sync, too. When they got out of the car and saw him or were in the same place as him. Her energy couldn’t take the overload, hence the faint while she processes things

Goodman: We shouldn’t have come with her

Ryu: I asked you 

Both Avela and I looked at him, confused. Didn’t a few days ago be against this? What changed?..
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