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The elderly man stood at the window, silently staring out into the street.  He knew what he was looking for, but it had yet to appear.  His wife of forty years, Elsie, loved it when he reported to her the daily goings-on in their street—it almost seemed to him like it was the highlight of her day, and he enjoyed it all the more because of that.  After all, he was her sight, her eyes.  Cataracts in both of Elsie’s eyes made her virtually blind, and the health service deemed her, at eighty-five, too old to undergo surgery; but they didn’t know her as he did, she was as strong as an ox—if not stronger, he allowed a slight smile at that thought.  

A sudden, violent, coughing fit wracked the man’s frail body and almost brought him to his knees.  His skeletal fingers held tight to the windowsill in a death grip for support.  The intense spasm slowly began to pass, and when his body stilled its shaking, he took in a slow, wheezy, deep breath; at his age, one never knew when the earlier breath would be the last one, and neither did he care.  The man rummaged in the pocket of his jeans and withdrew a dirty rag.  He opened it up and noisily expelled a wad of phlegm from the back of his throat into the disheveled handkerchief.  He studied it minutely for a few moments, looking for any suspicious specks or spots of blood, and seeing nothing ominous this time; he thrust the rag unceremoniously back into his pocket.
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