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January 1, 1909 - Manufacture of Steel in Gary, Indiana by Indiana Steel Company Begins

Judge and industrialist Elbert H. Gary's vision of turning northwest Indiana's lakeshore into a steel building center culminated with the opening of the Indiana Steel Company's plant on January 1, 1909 in the new city of Gary, Indiana.

Elbert H. Gary (October 8, 1846 – August 15, 1927)

Erastus Gary and Susan A. Vallette welcomed their son Elbert into the world near Wheaton, Illinois on October 8, 1846. Elbert attended Wheaton College, then the Union College of Law, from which he graduated after earning a law degree in 1868. He practiced law, employed by the newly developing railroad companies. During this time, he also served as president of Wheaton, Illinois, then as mayor after Wheaton became a city. He moved to Chicago where he practiced law, becoming president of the Chicago Bar Association during the years 1893 to 1894. After hearing a case dealing with steel mills, he became interested in the steel industry and retired from his law practice. He became President of the Federal Steel Corporation in 1898. He envisioned the dune country of northwest Indiana as a steel industry hub because of its closeness to the Chicago steel mills, Lake Michigan's harbor facilities and the rail lines that had developed in the area. He envisioned that Gary would become a model community for steel workers. 

Gary, Indiana

The land chosen for Gary was unsuitable for farming and thus unoccupied. The prime farmlands to the south had already attracted farmers and were a developing agricultural area. The sand dunes of the Lake Michigan seashore had been stripped of most of the sand to use for constructing many of the buildings in Chicago and were a prime candidate for construction of a steel mill. Because there were no houses yet, workers at the mill constructed shacks and tents to live in during construction. Between the years 1906 to 1909, the workers constructed over 500 houses in the town. The residents chose the name Gary to honor the man whose vision made the jobs and opportunities possible. The town had attracted about 16,000 residents when it became a city in 1909.

Indiana Steel Company 

The Indiana Steel Company was created as a subsidiary of the Illinois Steel Company, which in turn was a subsidiary of the United States Steel Corporation. Indiana Steel purchased over 9000 acres of land for the project. The company built twelve blast furnaces and forty-seven steel furnaces. They also excavated the harbor and constructed a lighthouse and breakwater. Construction began in 1906 on 700 acres with another 1000 acres slated for expansion. G. G. Thorpe designed the plant and oversaw its construction. Eugene J. Buffington was the first president of the corporation when operations commenced on January 1, 1909.

Back to January

January 2, 1781 - Virginia Grants Land in Indiana to George Rogers Clark

At the conclusion of the Revolutionary War Virginia and five other states held claims to the western lands. These claims totaled more than 222 million acres. Virginia based their claim on their old Royal Charter, which granted the colony lands north to present day Maine, south to near the current North and South Carolina border. The charter also granted the colony lands “from sea to sea, west and northwest" all the way to the Pacific Ocean. This claim included lands that eventually made up the Northwest Territory. To pay off the soldiers that served the colony during the War, Virginia paid the soldiers off with grants of land in this huge expanse. 

The Clark Grant

Since George Rogers Clark fought in the Virginia forces, he sought payment from Virginia. Virginia granted Clark and his men an extensive tract of land along the Ohio River in the future state of Indiana. Known as the Clark Grant, this 150,000-acre area eventually became Clark County. The town of Clarksville is named in honor of George Rogers Clark, whose exploits during the war secured the Northwest Territory for the United States.

Clark Home Site

The site of Clark's cabin is within the boundaries of Falls of the Ohio State Park. The State has erected a replica of Clark's cabin on the site. An interpretive park nearby provides a place for visitors to picnic, enjoy the Ohio River and learn more about George Rogers Clark. The plans for the famous Lewis and Clark expedition commenced in the cabin. The expedition began and ended a short distance from the cabin. George Rogers Clark built a gristmill near the cabin. He also set aside 1000 acres for a town, which became Clarksville. He lived there until 1809, when he had a stroke and fell into the fireplace, burning his leg. The leg needed amputation so he could no longer operate the mill. He moved to live with his brother-in-law in Kentucky, dying in 1818 after suffering another stroke.

For more information about the park, contact:

Falls of the Ohio State Park

201 W Riverside Dr.

Clarksville, IN 47129

Phone: (812) 280-9970 

Interested readers can also purchase the author's book

A Visit to Falls of the Ohio State Park

Back to January

––––––––
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January 3, 1838 - Indiana Pottery Company Petitions Legislature for Land in Troy

The towns along the Ohio River became the first important commercial centers during the early part of the Nineteenth Century. Troy, Indiana was one of these towns and in 1838, Reuben Bates’ Indiana Pottery Company promised more economic development for the growing town. 

Troy, Indiana

The first white settlers landed at the confluence of the Anderson and Ohio Rivers in 1800. The early settlers found a good landing spot for the boats, ample wood for fires and plenty of water and game in the hills. A man named Captain Tarascon probably gave the new settlement its name, Troy. Legend says that this was because there was an attractive Indian maiden there that reminded him of Helen of Troy. Surveyor Samuel Moore surveyed the town of Troy on 120 acres on August 15, 1815. The town became the seat of newly formed Perry County in 1815. The town included about twenty houses by 1818, Mr. Reuben Bates being one of the first inhabitants. Another local legend is that Troy is where the Lincoln family came across from Kentucky in 1816. According to local lore, Thomas Lincoln stayed in the town awhile, tending the ferryboat that crossed over to Kentucky. The Lincolns departed for Spencer County in the fall of 1817. This lore also indicates that young Abraham Lincoln departed from Troy on a flatboat for New Orleans in 1828. It was that flatboat journey in which Lincoln first saw a slave auction and vowed to end the practice. Many other Ohio River communities claim to be where the Lincoln’s came in, however, so whether this is true or not, no one can tell.

Reuben Bates

Mr. Bates opened the first store around 1818. He packed pork into barrels and shipped the meat, along with corn and other grains by flatboat to New Orleans. From New Orleans, he purchased sugar and other goods for his store. By the 1830's he was one of the leading businessmen of Troy. 

Indiana Pottery Company

The area around Troy contains coal deposits. Many felt that the clay that under laid the coal seam was suitable to make white queens ware pottery. Interest rose in pottery making and Bates petitioned for land for a pottery company and received his charter in 1838. Bates brought potters from Europe make the pottery. After about a year it was determined that this clay was not suitable for the queensware pottery. It was suitable for making yellow clay ware. Samuel Cassidy of Louisville, Kentucky took over and ran the company until 1851, making the yellow clay ware that became known as Troy Ware. The company did not succeed and in 1851, Samuel Wilson and John Sanders bought it out. They continued making pottery until around 1863 when another pottery company opened. This one lasted until the 1870's when it failed.

Back to January

January 4, 1880 - Lafayette Car Works Begins Operation

The Lafayette Car Works manufactured railroad cars during the late Nineteenth Century in Lafayette, Indiana and was a major employer in Tippecanoe County for about fifteen years.

Lafayette, Indiana

French occupation of the area began in 1717 when they constructed Fort Ouiatenon on the north side of the Wabash River about three miles south of present day Lafayette. The fort developed into a hub of fur traders, Amerindians and merchants. The fort was the first fortified settlement in Indiana. The Wea tribe had a village on the other side of the river. During the French and Indian War, British forces captured the fort in 1761 from the French and used it as a base of operations of Amerindian attacks against the Americans during the Revolutionary War. An American force captured it in 1778. President George Washington had the fort destroyed in 1791. A trader named William Digby platted the town of Lafayette in May 1825. He named the new town Lafayette after the famous French American Revolutionary War hero. It became the county seat for Tippecanoe County. The Wabash and Erie Canal connected the town to the Great Lakes from the 1840's until operations ceased in 1874. The development of the railroad made canals obsolete. By the 1850's railroads reached Lafayette. Purdue University was established on May 6, 1869. The Purdue Agricultural Works Building was abandoned by the University and purchased by the Lafayette Car Works for its new factory in 1880.

Lafayette Car Works

The Lafayette Car Works began operations on January 4, 1880. Entrepreneur Benjamin Master headed a group of investors that capitalized the project with a one hundred fifty thousand dollar investment. By autumn, the fledgling company had built 606 cars for the Ohio Central Railroad. The company grew, soon producing thirteen cars a day with a labor force of 600 workers. The cars sold for about $500 each. A fire in 1889 caused heavy damage to the building and two months later, a bad storm caused more damage. The company's fortunes had been in decline, anyway and creditors liquidated the company in March 1892.

Back to January

January 5, 1948 - Ross Lockridge, Jr.'s Raintree County Released

Ross Lockridge embodies the age-old story of struggle, hard work, fabulous success, and then tragedy. 

Ross Lockridge, Jr. (April 25, 1914 – March 6, 1948)

The youngest of Elsie Shockley Lockridge and Ross Lockridge Sr.'s four children, Ross was born in Bloomington, Indiana. He was brilliant and graduated with the highest grade average in Indiana University's history in 1935. He had grown into a handsome, gifted and affable young man with dreams of becoming a writer. During his study at IU, he had spent two semesters in Paris, France studying at the Sorbonne. He contracted scarlet fever and spent almost a year recovering from that disease. After recuperating, he joined IU as an English instructor. He earned his Master's Degree, married Vernice Baker and in 1940 moved to Cambridge to take a fellowship at Harvard University. During this time, he began writing. His early efforts included a 400-page poem and an early version of what would become Raintree County. 

Raintree County

In 1943, he abandoned the first novel and began writing Raintree County. Based in Indiana, he poured his heart and soul into the project. For over two years, he labored at the book, writing, revising and rewriting again. He submitted the 2000 page manuscript to Houghton Mifflin in 1946. They accepted his submission and Lockridge spent the next year and a half in revisions and rewriting. The constant cuts and revisions led to a depression settling over him. First, the publisher persuaded him to cut 356 pages from the novel. He eventually did. The publisher submitted the novel to MGM studios for consideration for movie rights. They awarded Lockridge $150,000 in movie rights, contingent upon his cutting 50,000 more words from the work. He agreed to these revisions. The Book of the Month club offered to pick up the novel if he would cut some more from it. The constant revisions depressed him. He felt the novel was below his standards. 

Publication

On January 5, 1948, Houghton Mifflin released the novel. The book rose in rank to occupy the New York Times bestseller lists. The book received mixed reviews and the sexual content offended many readers. He and his wife considered moving to Hollywood to be close to the movie making process. Instead, he went back to Bloomington to live. He became increasingly despondent. His wife constantly intercepted hate mail. For a time he entered Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis for treatment. On March 6, 1948, he told his wife that he was going over to his parents to listen to the high school basketball regional playoffs on the radio. Two hours later, his wife called his parents. The game was over and she wondered where he was. His parents told her he never came. She went out to the garage to find him in the car with the motor running. Ross Lockridge Jr. had committed suicide.

Back to January

––––––––
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January 6, 1851 - Mother Teresa Hacklemeier Arrives in Oldenburg, Indiana 

From her home in Vienna, Austria, twenty-four year old Mother Teresa Haclkemeier traveled to the hills of Franklin County, Indiana to settle at the town of Oldenburg. During the nine years, she ministered to the town she would establish the Sisters of St. Francis of Oldenburg, a school and care for orphans. 

Oldenburg, Indiana

German immigrants founded Oldenburg, Indiana in 1837, naming it after their native city in Germany. The first settler, William George, arrived with his brother in 1817. They blazed a trail across the southeastern Indiana forests until they arrived at a site on the East Harvey Branch creek. They settled there and for the next twenty years, little changed other than the trees they felled to clear their fields. The flow of German immigrants from Germany increased during this time and many found their way to the new community guided by Father Joseph Ferneding. Father Ferneding was a traveling Catholic missionary that would boats on the Ohio River and persuade German families to come to the developing town. Oldenburg was platted in 1837, with room left for the Catholic Church already under construction. The small log church was called St. Marys. It would form the nucleus of a growing Catholic population that would flavor the town with its unique Germanic culture. That culture lingers into the Twenty-First Century. 

Teresa Haclkemeier

Fr. Francis Joseph Rudolf ministered the Oldenburg church and invited Sister Teresa Haclkemeier to come to the community and establish a school to teach and care for the children. A cholera epidemic had ravaged southeast Indiana in 1847, leaving many children as orphans. The young woman responded to the call and traveled alone across the ocean. She traveled from New York via the Erie Canal and the Ohio River. Father Rudulf met her at Lawrenceburg and brought her to Oldenburg. She opened her school in a one-room log cabin at the base of the Oldenburg hill. 

Sisters of St. Francis of Oldenburg 

Three other young women soon joined her. These were Sister Michaela, Sister Theresa Dreer and Mother Antonia. These women established a boarding school that housed six children and a school that taught twenty. They also founded the Sisters of St. Francis of Oldenburg. This Sisterhood established other schools throughout Indiana. The sisters traveled to other towns to teach. They returned each spring to their Oldenburg base for spiritual retreat and to continue their training.

Back to January

––––––––
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January 7, 1861 - Society of Friends Opens Union High Academy - High School

On January 7, 1861, Union High Academy held the first classes in the new high school constructed in Westfield, Indiana by members of the Society of Friends.

Society of Friends 

Officially, the Religious Society of Friends, the Quakers refer to themselves as Friends. The unifying belief among all Friends is the doctrine of a "priesthood of all believers." They base this belief that all believers are priests on one verse in the bible:

1 Corinthians 4:1: "No one should regard us as anything else than ministers of Christ and dispensers of the mysteries of God."

Quakers believe they can have a direct relationship with Jesus without an ordained clergy. This, and other of their beliefs, got them into trouble with the Church of England. In spite of this, their numbers grew in their native England. Persecution in England and in North America became common. Only two colonies in the New World tolerated Quakers, Rhode Island and Pennsylvania. Rhode Island had a history of religious toleration. Converted Quaker William Penn had established Pennsylvania as a colony tolerant of religious thought. Many persecuted people fled to these colonies for refuge.

Underground Railroad

The Friends were involved heavily in the abolitionist movement in the years before the Civil War. They formed an important component in the Underground Railroad, a clandestine network of escape routes for blacks escaping the shroud of slavery in the southern slave states. 

Westfield

Indiana, designated a "free state" by the Northwest Ordinance and then by state law, provided an attractive emigration destination in the early Nineteenth Century. The inexpensive land in the developing state provided an additional incentive. In 1822, a group of Quaker families emigrated from Westfield, North Carolina to central Indiana. These families established a town, calling it Westfield after their former home. Many believe that they established the town to create a stop for the Underground Railroad. 

Union High Academy

Secondary education during this time was scarce in the area in the mid-Nineteenth Century. The Friends place a high value on education. Thus, in 1860 they made the decision to establish a high school to educate their young people. During 1860, the Friends constructed a two-story brick building, which they called Union High Academy. This was the first high school in the area and its graduates became ministers, teachers, doctors, lawyers, and leaders. By May 1911, the need for a high school had diminished, as there were public schools. Union High Academy transitions into a training school for ministers and missionaries, becoming Union Bible Seminary, an institution still in existence in Westfield, Indiana.

Back to January

January 8, 1790 - Governor St. Clair Reaches Falls of the Ohio on Western Tour

Northwest Territory Governor Arthur St. Claire embarked on a tour of the Western portion of the Northwest Territory from the Territory’s capital at Marietta. He left in the winter of 1789 to organize local governments in the vast territory. The citizens of the newly formed territory clamored for some governmental organization.

Losantiville

Around January 1 the party departed Losantiville, which St. Claire had renamed Cincinnati and traveled by boat down the Ohio River, arriving at the Great Falls of the Ohio on January 8, 1790. 

Arrival at the Great Falls

He arrived with the Territory's Secretary, Winthrop Sargent and the Territory's Supreme Court judges. After his arrival, St. Claire authorized a temporary local government at Clarksville. He appointed William Clark Justice of the Peace and captain of the Militia. They visited Fort Finney, later renamed Fort Steuben in 1791. 

Communications with Vincennes

While in Clarksville St. Clair sent dispatches to Vincennes commander Major Jean François Hamtramck. These dispatches contained messages to the Wabash Indian tribes. He also addressed a shortage of corn in Vincennes, relating that there was plenty of corn in Clarksville if the people of Vincennes could pay for it. He sent these via the trader Antoine Gamelin of Vincennes. The French trader was friendly with most of the native tribes of the Wabash River region. Gamelin delivered these messages to the tribes over the next several weeks, after visiting Major Hamtramck at Vincennes.

Major Jean François Hamtramck (1756–1803)

Born in Montreal, Hamtramck joined the Continental Army in 1776, at the beginning of the American Revolution. He served bravely, becoming a decorated officer. He left the military at the conclusion of the war, but returned to service in 1785. He received appointment as commander of the garrison at Vincennes in 1787. He carried out a successful campaigned against the Wabash tribes later in 1790. He remained in Vincennes until after he distinguished himself in the Battle of Fallen Timbers; General Anthony Wayne named him the first Commander of Fort Wayne in 1794.

From Clarksville, the Governor departed for Kaskaska, Illinois on the Mississippi River to organize the government there.

Back to January

January 9, 1841 - St. Gabriel College of Vincennes Incorporated

Catholic Bishop de la Hailandieré established St. Gabriel College in Vincennes in the old Seminary Building. He placed the administration of the university under the Eudist Fathers.

Bishop de la Hailandieré (May 3, 1798 – May 1, 1882) 

A native of Combourg, in northwest France, Hailandieré received ordination to the priesthood in 1825. He immigrated to the United States in 1836 and became the Bishop of Vincennes in 1839. During the eight years of his administration, he managed to complete construction of the St. Francis Xavier Cathedral, which he dedicated on August 8, 1841. He also constructed a library for an extensive collection of books that his predecessor accumulated. This collection exceeded 5000 volumes. At his encouragement, the Brothers of the Holy Cross established some boy's schools in the area. He also established St. Gabriel College in 1841. He grew discouraged at all the slow pace of working on the frontier and at the problems that arose during the early development of his institutions. He resigned in 1847 and died in France. At his request, the church interred his remains in St. Francis Xavier Cathedral.

Seminary Building

William Henry Harrison approved the construction of the Seminary Building at the intersection of Seminary and Thirteenth Street. Construction completed on the building in 1807. The intended use was as a common school. The building was sold to the Catholic Church in 1839. After Hailandieré purchased it, he organized St. Gabriel College, putting it the care of the Eudist Fathers to administer. 

Eudist Fathers

Father Jean Eudes instituted the Congregation of Jesus and Mary in March 25, 1643 in Caen, France. The chief functions of the congregation are to establish seminaries for training priests and giving missions. The congregation is not an order, but it is subject to the direct jurisdiction of the Bishops it serves. Father Eudes received canonization in May 31, 1925.

St. Gabriel College 

The Eudists ran the college from 1841 until 1844. At that time, they left the diocese and the administration of the college. After the college disbanded, the building became an orphanage.

Back to January

January 10, 1825 - Indiana General Assembly Holds First Session in Indianapolis

The first session of the Indiana General Assembly convened in the Marion County courthouse in the new State Capital of Indianapolis. The seat of government had moved from the first state capital of Corydon, where it had met since August 5, 1816. 

Marion County Courthouse

The original Marion County Courthouse, built in 1824, served as the first home of the Indiana General Assembly in Indianapolis. This building featured eight statues that overlooked the courthouse property. When the building was razed, only these eight statues survived. Four are in Holiday Park along the White River in north central Indianapolis. Three of the statues are in Crown Hill Cemetery, the location of the Court House. In addition, one is out of state, possibly in California. The Courthouse was razed around 1876 when the City of Indianapolis built a new one. The Legislature used this building until the new capitol was built in 1834. 

Holiday Park 

6363 Spring Mill Rd

Indianapolis, IN 46260

317 327-7180

Crown Hill Cemetery  

700 W 38th St

Indianapolis, IN 46208

Area: 374 acres

Phone: (317) 925-3800

Back to January

January 11, 1805 - Congress Separates Michigan Territory from Indiana Territory

Congress established the Northwest Territory on July 13, 1787. The Territory existed as a legal entity from that date until Ohio became a State in 1803. Congress eventually carved six states out of the Territory. This separation was the second act of dividing this vast territory into states. When Congress made the first division, they separated the Northwest Territory from the Indiana Territory in 1800. The Northwest Territory consisted of thirteen counties at the time. 

Washington County

Hamilton County,

Adams County

Jefferson County

Ross County

Trumbull County 

Clermont County 

Fairfield County 

Belmont County 

St. Clair County

Knox County

Randolph County

Wayne County

On April 7, 1800, Congress detached four counties from the Northwest Territory and formed the Indiana Territory. 

St. Clair County

Knox County

Randolph County

Wayne County - Western half

Ohio became a State on March 3, 1803. The eastern half of Wayne County detached from Ohio and added to the Indiana Territory. The Northwest Territory ceased to exist.

By January 11, 1805, Congress detached Wayne County, which covered most of modern day Michigan and formed the Michigan Territory. Detroit became the capital of the Michigan Territory, while the capital of the Indiana Territory remained at Vincennes until 1813, when the Territorial Assembly moved it to Corydon, Indiana.

Back to January

January 12, 1853 - Robert Underwood Johnson Born - Writer, Poet, Editor

Robert Underwood Johnson (January 12, 1853 – October 14, 1937)

The son of Nimrod Hoge and Katharin (Catherine Coyle Underwood) Johnson, Robert was born in Washington, D. C. His parents moved to Indiana when he was young, where he spent the bulk of his boyhood. After graduating from Earlham College in Richmond, Indiana, Robert got a job as clerk for Scribner Educational Books in Chicago. By the time he was twenty he had been promoted the Scribner's Monthly, which later became The Century Magazine. He became associate editor of that magazine and later the editor, until 1913. 

Writer

He wrote the four volume series, Battles and Leaders of the Civil War and several volumes of poetry. Many considered him the unofficial poet laureate of the United States. His activity with literary organizations included a stint as secretary for the American Copyright League. 

National Parks

Underwood also became active in the National Park movement. He and naturalist John Muir became friends and went on a camping trip together. He encouraged John Muir to write conservation articles, which he published in Century Magazine. The articles were influential in the government establishing Yosemite National Park and his appeals to President Theodore Roosevelt led to the White House conferences on conservation. 

During his lifetime, he became friends with Theodore Roosevelt, John Burroughs, Nikola Tesla, Mark Twain, and Rudyard Kipling. His brother, Henry, served as a congressman and later Senator from Indiana.

Back to January

January 13, 1890 - Elmer Davis Born - Journalist, Radio Commentator

Elmer Davis (January 13, 1890 - May 18, 1958)

Louise (Severin) Davis presented her husband Elam Holmes Davis their son Elmer in Aurora, Indiana. Elam was a cashier at the First National Bank and his mother the principal of Aurora High School. Elmer got his first job as a printer's devil while a freshman in high school with the Aurora Bulletin. A printer's devil mixed ink and fetched type for the press workers in a newspaper. 

After entering Franklin College he became editor of the school newspaper and got a job writing for the Indianapolis Star newspaper. 

After graduating from Franklin he obtained a Masters Degree from Oxford. He spent some time traveling in Europe, where he met the woman that would become his wife. A native of Mount Vernon, New York Florence Macmillan had been visiting Europe when they met. They married in 1917. 

Newspaperman and Novelist

He joined the New York Times as a reporter and wrote stories, novels, political and historical essays during his spare time. His published novels include The Princess Cecilia (1913), History of the New York Times (1921), and the popular novel Times Have Changed (1923). 

Television

In 1939, CBS contacted him about filling in for popular correspondent H.V. Kaltenborn, who was in Europe covering the deteriorating political situation there. Davis took the job and became an instant success. Many in the industry felt it was Davis' Hoosier accent that lent a warm, homey feeling to his broadcasts. 

Office of War Information

At the beginning of the Second World War, Franklin Delano Roosevelt tapped his expertise to head the new federal Office of War Information. During his stint there he convinced Roosevelt that the government should not hide the numbers of war dead, that the American people deserved the truth about wartime developments. He also convinced Roosevelt to change the policy of not photographing the bodies of American service members on the battlefield. He wanted to impart the full impact of the contribution bequeathed by the nation's young men. Roosevelt concurred with both arguments, changing the policies. 

Return to Radio and Television

After the war he took a job first with ABC radio and went on to become television broadcaster for the network. He disagreed with the activities of Communist hunter Eugene McCarthy. However, a strong anti-communist, Davis opposed McCarthy's methods. He began a nationwide campaign to advocate free thought and civil liberties. 

Best Selling Book

He published a collection of his essays and speeches in 1953, But We Were Born Free, that became a best seller. He published one more book, Two Minutes Till Midnight. In 1958 he suffered a stroke, dying two months later.

Back to January

January 14, 1851 - First Train Arrived In Salem, Indiana

The first train from New Albany, Indiana on the Ohio River reached Salem, Indiana. The arrival of the New Albany & Salem Rail Road preceded an economic boon for the town and the first link in a rail line connecting Lake Michigan and the Ohio River. 

Salem, Indiana

Platted in 1814 by William Lindley, Lindley's wife suggested the name Salem for the new town at a meeting called to pick a name. The other agreed, and Salem it became. Pioneers crossing the Ohio River had to negotiate deer and buffalo trails to arrive at the growing town. By the 1840's the task of shipping goods into and out of the town had become an arduous task. The roads connecting the town were mud roads, heavily rutted and slow to travel on. In 1847, a group of Salem businessmen proposed a solution. They would build a railroad. 

Meeting at Borden

On July 8, 1847, a group of Salem and New Albany businessmen met at Borden, Indiana to discus railroads. Out of this meeting came a plan to build a railroad from the Ohio River at New Albany to Salem. They would call the railroad the New Albany & Salem Rail Road. 

New Albany & Salem Rail Road 

Construction began in 1847. The rail line reached Borden and Pekin, Indiana in 1850 and Salem in 1851. A crowd of 5,000 people greeted the first train to roll into Salem on January 14, 1851.

On to Lake Michigan

By the time the rail line reached Salem, the men running the line decided that they could take it all the way to Lake Michigan. They completed this line with Michigan City on Lake Michigan in 1854. This rail line went bankrupt in 1858. After several name changes, this line eventually became the Monon Line in 1956.

Back to January

January 15, 1794 - Indiana Governor Noah Noble Born

Noah Noble (January 15, 1794 – February 8, 1844) 

Elizabeth Clair Sedgwick Noble presented her husband, Dr. Thomas Noble, with their new son on January 15, 1794 in Berryville, Virginia. Noah was one of fourteen children born to the couple. The family migrated to Campbell County, Kentucky in 1800, where Dr. Noble opened a medical practice. At seventeen, Noah joined his brother, James, in Brookville, Indiana. His brother had a successful law practice in Brookville and later became a Senator to the United States Senate from Indiana. 

Businessman

From 1811, Noah operated several businesses around Brookville. These included a hotel, a water powered weaving mill and a trading company. The trading company purchased produce from farmers in the Brookville area. They exported this produce to New Orleans for sale there. A boating accident in 1819 ended this business, in which he lost an entire shipment. The debt incurred by this disaster left him indebted for many years. He married Catherin Stull that same year. The couple had three children, two of which died young. 

Military

Following his business venture, he enlisted in the 7th Regiment of the Indiana militia unit in 1819. He became a lieutenant colonel, eventually gaining promotion to colonel in 1820.

Politics 

His first foray into politics was a run for sheriff of Franklin County in 1820. He won this election handily and after his term ended, he won an easy election to the Indiana House of Representatives in 1824. He gained a position with the Indiana Land Office in Indianapolis from 1825 to 1829. In this position, he collected money from land sales in the state for the Federal Government. He helped on the Michigan Road project, a major road connecting Lake Michigan with the Ohio River. In 1830, he gained the nomination for governor of Indiana as a Whig.

Whig Party

The Whigs were a major political party early in the Nineteenth Century. They espoused rapid economic and industrial growth. Their philosophy advocated government support for a free market system, and encouraged business people with skill and expertise. They wanted a superior bank credit system, high tariffs, a business-oriented money supply based on a national bank. Strong supporters of internal improvements, they advocated a strong infrastructure of roads and canals. They also favored a system of public schools, private colleges, charities, and cultural institutions. They were opposed by the Democratic Party, which advocated an egalitarian agricultural society. They believed that modernization led to the development of a powerful aristocratic class that would threaten democracy. During this period, Whigs tended to be more successful on the State level, while Democrats on the national level. 

Governor (Dec 07, 1831 - Dec 06, 1837)

As a Whig, Noble was a strong proponent of internal improvements in the state. His most notable achievement was passage of the Mammoth Internal Improvement Act in 1836. He recommended a tax increase to pay for the act, a recommendation the Legislature failed to enact. This failure proved unfortunate for the State of Indiana and fatal for the Whig Party in Indiana. The massive debt incurred by the expenses of the bill forced the State into bankruptcy after the Panic of 1837 and led to the demise of the Whig party in Indiana. 

Retirement

The failure of the Mammoth Internal Improvement Act in 1836 was a political disaster for Noble, who retired to private life at the end of his term. He died in Indianapolis in 1844 and is interred in Crown Hill Cemetery. Noble County, in northeast Indiana, is named in his honor.

Back to January

January 16, 1836 - Assembly Passed Mammoth Internal Improvement Act of 1836

The Indiana General Assembly passed what many hoped would be a financial boon for the developing state of Indiana. Instead, the Act led to financial ruin.

The State of the State in 1836

When Indiana became a state in 1816, the state was a vast network of forest, prairie, rivers and streams. White settlement clung to the southern counties along the Ohio River, with a sliver of settlement along the Wabash River in the west. Amerindian tribes still claimed the northern two-thirds of the state. By the 1830’s, the situation had not changed much. Indianapolis, the new state capital, was a muddy pioneer settlement along the White River. The southern counties had access to the Ohio River, the only good means of transportation. Since only the Wabash River was navigable, other parts of the state had no access to reliable transportation systems. The only roads were trails cut through the wilderness. The state had begun construction on the Michigan Road, slated to be a main artery between Lake Michigan and Madison on the Ohio River, but construction would not finish until the 1840's. The Buffalo Trace provided a rough highway from Vincennes to Clarksville. By 1830, Indiana had a population of about 600,000 people. Tax revenues for the state totaled around $50,000.

Tax Revenue

Indiana had two sources of tax revenue in 1830, property taxes and poll taxes, each providing about half the state's revenue. Indiana and other states admitted to the Union after 1803 were prohibited from taxing land purchased from the federal government for a period of five years. Thus, by the mid 1830's, vast areas of land that it could not previously tax were entering the tax base. In addition, land sales remained high in the state during the period, so more lands would continually enter the revenue stream. Indiana expected to double its tax revenue in just a few years. Moreover, anything the assembly could do to increase land values would increase tax revenue. This was especially true if the state switched to a different tax system. The state used a per acre tax system, placing a greater tax burden on agricultural land. The state switched to an ad valorem system in 1835, which permitted the state to tax both land and personal property at a rate based on its assessed value. This system reduced the burden on farmers and increased it on merchants, homeowners and manufacturers. 

The Geographic Quandary

The rising star of transportation in the early 1830’s were canals. New York had great success with the Erie Canal and there were other examples. Railroads had not yet become mainstream. Thus, most states had canal construction projects. The problem with canals is that they are geographic specific in the benefits they bestowed and widespread in the taxing requirements to produce the revenue to finance them. The assembly struggled for years over this problem. How to tax everyone in the state for a canal that would only benefit one geographic region was the unanswerable question. The answer seemed to be, build them all at once and jump-start an economic boom everywhere in the state. This is what the Mammoth Internal Improvement Act of 1836 sought to do.

Mammoth Internal Improvement Act of 1836

Signed into law by Governor Noah Noble, the act was meant to be his crowning achievement. The law authorized the Indiana Central Canal, the Whitewater Canal, the Wabash and Erie Canal, the Madison and Indianapolis Railroad, paving the Buffalo Trace and Michigan Road. The bill provided for a Board of Internal Improvement, which was authorized to borrow up to ten million dollars, based on the good faith and credit of the State. Jubilant celebrations took place all over the state with the passage of the bill. Governor Noble was cautious because the Assembly had passed the spending portion of his program, but had not followed his tax increase recommendations. 

Too Much at Once

The aims of the law, while noble, were much too ambitious. Construction of canals is an expensive business. Construction of the Whitewater Canal was impaired by a flood that washed out much of the completed work. Many of the sites slated for canal construction were in reality not suitable sites. Then the Panic of 1837 set in. 

Panic of 1837

This complex event created an economic depression that lasted from about 1837 until 1842. The multiple causes were questionable lending practices in the Western United States, restrictive lending policies enacted by Great Britain and falling agricultural prices. The period before 1837 had been a period of intense economic growth. During this time the prices of cotton and other commodities rose. Land prices also increased. The Bank of England noticed a decline in cash on hand in 1836. They raised interest rates in an attempt to attract more cash. When the Bank of England raised its interest, it forced banks in the United States and other nations to raise their rates. This, along with other events, caused land and cotton prices to fall. The chain of events this set off triggered a depression that caused profits, prices, and wages to fall and increased the unemployment rates. It was not until 1843 that the economies of the major countries rebounded. 

Tax Revenues Fall, Then Disaster

The conditions induced by the Panic created an economic depression. Land values fell, as did tax revenues. Instead of having more revenue to work with, the State found itself with less. By 1841, tax revenues were $72,000 while interest payments on the debt reached $500,000. The State was bankrupt. The State had not completed any of the slated projects. It was left to Madison's James F.D. Lanier to use his financial wizardry to convince creditors to take over the projects for a fifty percent reduction in the debt. Creditors were only able to complete two of these projects. Lanier also aided the state with two loans totaling one million dollars. The State managed to repay it by 1870.

Thus, what many consider the biggest legislative debacle of all time ended.

Back to January

January 17, 1814 - Washington County Created

Washington County, Indiana

Founded 1814

County Seat - Salem, Indiana

Total Square Miles - 517

Population - (2000) - 27,223

The first European to live in the area that became Washington County was a hunter/trapper and salt manufacturer who lived among the Ox Indians in 1802. He was in the area called the Lick, about two miles east of Salem. A man named Thomas Hopper settled near what is now Hardinsburg in 1803. 

Washington County, Indiana, named after George Washington, was formed in 1814 by an act of the Territorial Legislature passed on December 21, 1813. Indiana Territory Governor John Gibson named Isaac Blackbird the first county clerk and recorder. He then appointed William Hoggart sheriff; William Lindley, surveyor; Jeremiah Lamb, coroner; and Johnathon Lindley, Moses Hoggart, and Simeon Lamb circuit court judges. He selected Joseph Paddox, Peter McIntosh, Ignatius Abel, Marston G. Clark and Joseph Bartholomew to select a site for the county seat. The men met on January 17, 1814 near the geographical center of the county in William Lindlay's home. The men inspected sites at Royse’s Lick, Beck’s Mill, Camp Spring, Mill Creek, and Fort Hill before finally deciding on a spot at the junction of the Blue River and Brock Creek. They chose the name Salem for the new county seat, naming it after William Lindley's wife's hometown in North Carolina. By February 14, John DePauw, appointed to plat the new town, had completed his work and lot sales in Salem began on the second Tuesday in April of 1814. 

Cities and towns of Washington County include:

Campbellsburg

Fredericksburg

Hardinsburg

Little York

Livonia

New Pekin

Pekin

Salem

Saltillo

Townships include:

Brown

Franklin

Gibson

Howard

Jackson

Jefferson

Madison

Monroe

Pierce

Polk

Posey

Vernon

Washington

Three Indiana State Highways cross Washington County on an east west route, Indiana State Routes 60, 160 and 56. US 15 tickles the southwest boundary of Washington County. The CSX rail line crosses the county, bisecting it as it connects Clarksville Indiana with Bedford, Indiana.

Agri-Tourism Sites in Washington County include:

Artesian and Farmer's Market

Cornucopia Farms

Grateful Goat Winery

Farmers Market

Hein Tree Farm

Historical Attractions:

Beck's Mill

Carnegie Library

Courthouse

Crown Hill Cemetery

Morgan Trail

Pioneer Village

Museums:

John Hay Center

Piper Flight Center

Salem Depot

Stevens Memorial

Stevens Genealogy Library

Motor sports:

Salem Speedway

Thunder Valley Raceway

Outdoor Recreation:

Lakes

Canoeing

Delaney Creek

State Forest

Knobstone Trail

Swimming

Golf

For more information on Washington County Tourism, click the link.

Back to January

January 18, 1850 – Governor Signs Law for Constitutional Delegate Election 

As per the electoral mandate delivered by the voters of Indiana on the August 6, 1849 Referendum, The Indiana General Assembly passed an act calling for the assembly of a Constitutional Convention. Indiana Governor Paris C. Dunning continued a process begun by his predecessor Governor James Whitcomb by signing the legislation approving the election of delegates to amend or revise the old constitution or write a new one. 

James Whitcomb (December 1, 1795 – October 4, 1852)

The eighth governor of Indiana, Whitcomb called for a new constitution for Indiana in 1848. His repeated calls led to the Indiana General Assembly calling for a referendum for the voters to decide the matter. He resigned the governorship in 1848 to take an Indiana Senate seat for which he won election.

Paris C. Dunning (March 15, 1806 – May 9, 1884)

The only person to hold every elected position in Indiana under the 1816 Constitution, Dunning took control as Indiana’s ninth governor during a time of Constitutional change. He had served as Whitcomb's Lieutenant Governor and stepped into the position of Governor when Whitcomb resigned to take a seat in the United States Senate. He signed the legislation authorizing the election of delegates on January 18, 1850. 

Election of Delegates

The election was set for the first Monday in August, which was the date of the general elections under the old Constitution. This day fell on August 6, 1850. The number of delegates was fixed at 150. This number included one member from each of Indiana's Senatorial districts to total 50 and 100 from Indiana's representative districts. The Convention would begin meeting on the first Monday in October and was charged with revising, amending or new modeling the old constitution.

Back to January

January 19, 1846 - Peru and Indianapolis Railroad Incorporated

The Peru and Indianapolis Railroad connected Indianapolis, Indiana with Peru, Indiana and the Wabash and Erie Canal. 

Peru, Indiana

William N. Hood founded Peru in 1834 on the banks of the Wabash River. The first boat on the Wabash and Erie Canal reached Peru on July 4, 1837. Peru is the county seat of Miami County, southwest of Fort Wayne in northern Indiana.

Wabash and Erie Canal

Construction on the Wabash and Erie Canal began on February 22, 1832 at Fort Wayne, Indiana. Construction completed on July 4, 1843. At 468 miles long, it was the longest canal in the United States and the second longest in the world. The canal connected the Erie Canal with Evansville, Indiana. It was one of only two canals completed by the Massive Internal Improvement Act of 1836. The other is the Whitewater Canal. The canal's excessive operating costs and the advent of the railroad made the canal impractical. It ceased operations by 1857. Portions of the canal still exist. Interested visitors can visit one section and take a canal ride:

Wabash & Erie Canal

1030 N. Washington St.

Delphi, IN 46923

Peru and Indianapolis Railroad

Construction began on the Peru and Indianapolis Railroad in 1849 at its southern terminus in Indianapolis. Construction completed to Peru in 1854, seventy miles north of its beginning. The Peru and Indianapolis Railroad did not have any of its own equipment, the line operated under a lease with the Madison and Indianapolis. The Erie Canal ceased operation by 1857, but the Peru and Indianapolis Railroad established links with other rail lines in Peru, connecting it with Chicago, New York and other cities across the Midwest. The railroad stimulated economic growth in the area it served.

Back to January

January 20, 1820 - Indiana Legislative Act Approved Establishing State Seminary (Indiana University)

When the United States Congress passed the Northwest Ordinance, it included in the act a passage that encouraged the states formed from the Territory to promote public education. In the Territorial Assembly's petition for Statehood in 1816, the petition included a request for one township of land to be set aside for a state seminary. Congress complied with this request. The Constitutional Convention included this in the first state constitution written in 1816. 

Northwest Ordinance

Congress passed The Ordinance of 1787 on July 13, 1787, creating a vast territory in what was then the western United States. The Ordinance provided that at least three but not more than five states would be formed in this vast territory. In order to qualify for statehood, a state had to have at least 60,000 inhabitants. When the region reached that goal, Congress would admit it as a state on equal footing with the original thirteen states. The Congress encouraged education in the territory by including a clause that stated, "Religion, morality and knowledge being necessary to good government and the happiness of mankind, schools and the means of education shall forever be encouraged."

Petition for Statehood

The Petition requested that the Federal Government reserve one entire township in the state for educational purposes, stipulating, “the promotion of useful Knowledge, is the best Guarantee to our civil institutions.” When Congress passed the Enabling Act in April 1816 granting Indiana the right to form a State, the Congress complied with this request. This was necessary because unsettled land in the Territory was part of the public domain and belonged to the Federal Government. The Federal government sold this land to businesses and individuals. Surveyors divided this land into townships of thirty-six square miles. By granting a full township, the Federal Government allowed the State of Indiana to use one township for educational purposes without having to purchase the parcel from the Federal Government. 

Education in the Constitution of 1816

The men that framed Indiana's first Constitution enshrined this grant in Article IX, Section 2 of the 1816 Indiana Constitution. This article states, “it shall be the duty of the General assembly [sic], as soon as circumstances will permit, to provide, by law, for a general system of education, ascending in a regular gradation from township schools to a state university, wherein tuition shall be gratis, and equally open to all.” 

An Act to Establish a State Seminary and for Other Purposes

On January 20, 1820, the Indiana General Assembly passed this act approving the State Seminary, which later became Indiana University. The Act appointed a board of trustees and required them to meet on the first Monday in June in Bloomington, Indiana to select the site for the university in the township reserved for that purpose. Indiana University celebrates this date as "Founders Day."

Back to January

January 21, 1785 - Treaty of Fort McIntosh Signed

The United States Government signed a treaty with various Amerindian tribes at Fort McIntosh in which the tribes signed away most of the future states of Ohio and portions of Indiana. 

Fort McIntosh

Fort McIntosh is located at the junction of the Ohio and the Beaver Rivers. Lieutenant. Colonel Cambray-Digny designed and oversaw construction of the wooden stockade fortress in 1778. The Army abandoned the fort in 1791. The Residents of Beaver, Pennsylvania have restored the fort and it is open for visitation. For more information contact:

Beaver Area Heritage Foundation

Post Office Box 147

Beaver, PA 15009

info@beaverheritage.org

The Conference

George Rogers Clark, Arthur Lee, and Richard Butler represented the Confederation Congress at Fort McIntosh. The native delegation included members of the Wyandot, the Lenape (Delaware), the Ottawa, and the Ojibwa (Chippewa) tribes. Most important, the Shawnee did not attend. Another problem was that the Amerindian delegations included mostly younger chiefs who did not have the authority to sign a treaty of this magnitude. After plying the natives with alcohol for several days, the Americans convinced the natives to sign the treaty, which they did, on January 21, 1785.

The Treaty

The borders established by the treaty consisted roughly of the Cuyahoga River on the east. A southern border extended from modern-day Akron westward to the Tuscarawas River, southward to Fort Laurens, then westward to Pickawillany on the Miami River. A western border ran north from Pickawillany to the St. Mary's River, and then to current Ft. Wayne, Indiana. The treaty confined the natives to the northwest corner of Ohio. The whites promised not to settle west of the new boundary. 

Aftermath

Instead of easing tensions between the whites and the natives, the treaty increased them. Whites continued encroaching on native lands. Many of the other tribes, including the powerful Shawnees, rejected it. Tensions continued to rise, resulting in the Battle of Fallen Timbers on August 20, 1794.

Back to January
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January 22, 1928 - Grand Beach Ski Club Holds First Ski Jump Meet

Ski slides became popular in the area around Chicago during the 1920's and the rolling dunes of northwestern Indiana were ideal terrain for the construction of "ski slides."

Ski Slides

Ski slides were huge slides with a tower at the apex that allowed skiers to ski down the slide and, using the speed built up during their swift descent and the steep angle of the slide, to vault into flight.

Largest in the World

The 1930-31 National Ski Association Year Book declared, "The new steel ski slide erected by the Ogden Dunes Ski Club is the tallest . . . all steel structure in America today . . ." The Grand Beach Ski Club planned a tower of 240 feet. However, the company that contracted to build the tower did not have the structure completed in time for the January 22 meet. The meet took place on a tower that was only 150 feet tall. The eventual height of the completed tower was 192 feet. The longest jump off this structure was 195 feet.

Back to January

January 23, 1900 - Miriam Mason Swain Born

Miriam Mason Swain (1900-1973)

A native of Goshen, Indiana, children's book writer Miriam Mason Swain grew up on a farm near Goshen. As a child, she dreamed of becoming one of three things when she grew up, a circus performer, a doctor or an author. Her mother dampened her ambition to become a circus performer by telling her she did not think they were respectable. Miriam concocted medicines that no one would take. Therefore, that left author, a career she succeeded at beyond her expectations.

Early Life

She moved to Bloomington to teach school. During that time, she also became assistant editor of a magazine in Spencer, Indiana. During her time in Bloomington, she married Morris Swain, with whom she had one daughter. Her husband died and she lost her job as assistant editor when the magazine closed. She turned down a job offer with another magazine, sat down at the typewriter, and began writing. She had sold some short stories and other things before, so she had some idea of what she was doing. 

Success as Writer

She went on to publish over fifty-five titles, mostly children's books. In the 1940, she moved to Batesville, Indiana, where she lived until her death in 1973. Her books deal with nature, animals and farming. The books are noted for their sensible, realistic approach to life and nature.

Back to January

January 24, 1853 - First Passenger Train From Dayton via Union to Indianapolis

The historic meeting of five railroads in one spot on the Indiana/Ohio border in 1852 created a sensation and two towns, one in Indiana, the other just across the State Line in Ohio.

Meeting in the Forest

Businessmen from several states met in the forests of Indiana in 1849 at a spot near the Ohio border to decide the fate of the rail system of the Great Northwestern group of states. During this meeting the historic Bee Line sprang into existence with O. H. Smith named president. Indiana, which had only one rail line at the time, would have five rail lines meeting at the same spot within three years.

Two Railroads

The men at the meeting agreed that two companies would complete construction of a line that ran from Bellefontaine, Ohio to the spot in the wilderness that they had met. Another company would build a line running from Indianapolis to the same location, thus the two rail lines would meet, connecting Indianapolis with Bellefontaine. This railroad would be called the Indianapolis & Bellefontaine. 

Bee Line

The Indianapolis & Bellefontaine had double tracks. It would eventually connect Indianapolis with Cleveland, Ohio and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, becoming the Indianapolis, Pittsburgh & Cleveland in the process. The line again changed names, becoming the Bellefontaine, or more simply, the Bee Line. This line went through more name changes, finally becoming part of the Penn Central system.

Four Railroads

Two other companies, one in Indiana and one in Ohio, were also planning to build two railroads that would meet at this spot. One would extend from Columbus, Ohio, the other from Logansport, Indiana. Thus, four rail lines would meet at this lonely spot in the wilderness. 

Five Railroads

Another company had planned a line that would run from Dayton, Ohio to Greenville, Ohio, which was just a few miles from the spot that the four rail lines would meet. They decided to extend their line to intersect the other lines, thus five rail lines would meet at this lonely spot. 

Union City

One of the railroads promoters, a man named Jeremiah Smith, figured the spot at the junction of the five lines would be a good spot to locate a town. So, on December 19, 1848 he purchased 160 acres of virgin forest at the junction point and platted a town. He recorded the plat on December 17, 1849. The original plat contained 252 lots and gave the railroads a right of way in return for a perpetual promise to stop at the new town forever, to be called Union. This plat was later changed to include smaller lots and the number of lots increased to 483. New arrivals began coming into the town. Some favored a spot a short distance to the east, across the Ohio State Line. At this spot, a small settlement already existed and the Deerfield Road crossed the new line. Fearing his town would spill over into Ohio, something he did not desire, he purchased an additional forty acres along the state line and left it undeveloped until 1870. By then, Union, Indiana was established and he didn't fear his Indiana town would become an Ohio town. 

The First Passenger Line Passes Through

The first train to reach Union was on Christmas Day, 1852. The first passenger train to pass through from Bellefontaine, Ohio to Indianapolis, Indiana arrived on January 24, 1853. The knitting together of the Northwestern States by rail was under way.

Union City, Ohio maintains a park called Railroad Park that occupies the spot that the original train depot stood. Union City, Indiana maintains the Union City Preservation Society Museum in a restored hotel near the site of the passenger depot. 

For more information about Union City, Indiana and Union City, Ohio, visit this link.

Union City, Indiana

105 N. Columbia St.

Union City, IN

765-964-6534 

Union City, Ohio

419 E. Elm St.

Union City, OH

937-968-4305
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January 25, 1934 - John Dillinger Captured at Tucson, AZ, Extradited to Indiana

Arizona authorities captured John Dillinger in a bloodless, anti-climactic afternoon arrest as Dillinger strode up a sidewalk to a home he thought occupied by other members of his gang. Unfortunately, for Dillinger, the police had quietly arrested these men previously and had them in custody. 

It All Begins With a Hotel Fire

Dillinger had escaped prison in Ohio in October 1933. The gang had engaged on a nationwide crime spree, and then decided to winter in Florida. After a few weeks, they decided to relocate to Arizona. Three members of his gang arrived in Tucson first, Harry Pierpont, “Fat Charlie” Makley and Russell Clark. These men registered under fake names at the Hotel Congress in downtown Tucson. On January 21 a fire broke out at the hotel and the Tucson Fire Department showed up to evacuate the building and put out the fire. As the firemen evacuated the building, one of the guests was apprehensive about his luggage, on the top floor. He persuaded a fireman to retrieve his luggage, which the fireman did. He noted that the bags were expensive looking and the man was uncommonly happy to get the bags back and tipped the fireman well for his efforts. 

The Fireman and the Detective Magazine

A day or so later, the fireman read a detective magazine and noted some photos of the Dillinger gang, currently on the loose. John Dillinger was "Public Enemy No. 1." The man that tipped him for the luggage looked quite like one of the men in the photos, Russell Clark. The fireman made his discovery known to the Tucson police.

Bragging About Robbing Banks

Two tourists contacted the Tucson police at the same time, voicing concerns about two men they had been talking to in a hotel lounge. One of the men bragged about how easy it was to rob banks. 

Arrest of Pierpont, Clark and Makley 

After a quick investigation, police arrested Pierpont at a radio repair shop and Mackley on a traffic stop. That left the most dangerous of the trio, Russell Clark. The police tracked him down to a house close to the University of Arizona. The police arrested him, but not until Russell resisted violently. After cutting his scalp bad, the managed to get him into custody. They found the house loaded with guns, ammunition and bullet proof vests. There was no sign of Dillinger. They figured he would show up eventually, so they staked the house out. 

Arrest

During the late afternoon hours of January 25, Dillinger did show up. As he approached the house, two policemen sidled up to him and cuffed him. Dillinger's only response to his surprise arrest was, “Well, I’ll be damned!”

Extradition to Indianapolis

Dillinger's reputation made Arizona authorities nervous. Violence always seemed to follow a Dillinger arrest, during which people died. They wanted to get him out as fast as possible, as he had not committed any crimes in Arizona. Many states wanted Dillinger for crimes committed in their states, but Arizona authorities sent him to Indiana, his home state and the state that had the most serious charges waiting for him. They extradited him on January 31 and sent him to Lake County jail in Crown Point, Indiana. Crown Point was considered escape proof. Dillinger had not met a prison he could not escape from, and Crown Point was no exception.

Back to January

January 26, 1826 - "Boatload of Knowledge" Arrives in New Harmony

New Harmony was the location for two social experiments led by idealists. George Rapp, along with several other men, traveled to the Indiana Territory in April 1814. They sought a new site for their community in Pennsylvania. The site the town now occupies caught their eyes. They decided it was an ideal place to establish a community as the Wabash is navigable and close to the Ohio River. They could easily access the markets of New Orleans with their goods. They would establish a community on the banks of the Wabash and thrive there for ten years. Then they sold the town to a second group and moved their congregation back to another site in Pennsylvania.

The Owenites

The second group, headed by idealist Robert Owen, purchased the town and used it to perform an experiment in socialism. During this time, the town became a leading center of science, especially the natural sciences. During the Owenite period, numerous scientists descended on the town. The influx of science flourished and survived long after the collapse of Owens’s proposed utopia. The first of these, William Maclure, arrived in 1826. Several other scientists accompanied him from Philadelphia on the keelboat Philanthropist. Its entourage of artists, educators and scientists gave it name "Boatload of Knowledge."

Robert Owen (May 14, 1771 – November 17, 1858) 

The sixth of sixteen children born to Robert Owen and his wife in Newton, Montgomeryshire, Mid Wales, Robert's formal education ended by age ten when a clothier apprenticed him. He finished his own education in his employer’s extensive library. His readings convinced him that all religions were fraught with flaws and led him to be a Deist. As such, he believed in God and believed him an “incomprehensible power." His superior management skills led him to become superintendent of a Manchester textile mill. Shortly afterward, he convinced his business partners to purchase a mill at New Lanark, Scotland. During his time at New Lenark, he applied several of his social experiments, gradually gaining the trust of the workers with his reforms. His experiments were costly, however, and led to discontent among his business partners. He found new ones that were willing to accept lower returns on their investments and proceeded unimpeded. His mill at New Lenark was a financial success and Owen amassed a fortune. It was this fortune that he wished to invest on a huge social experiment in the United States. He chose to purchase New Harmony from George Rapp when Rapp wanted to sell the community.

The "Boatload of Knowledge"

Owen's dream was to assemble a scientific community. Owen believed that the new United States was the best place to try to develop his utopian, socialist community. In 1824, he traveled to the United States to enter negotiations between the Rappites and the Shakers. After visiting the town of Harmony on the banks of the Wabash River in Indiana, he purchased it for $135,000 from the Rappites. He renamed it New Harmony. He recruited many people from Europe to come to his new community and advertised locally. His efforts attracted many of the top scientists of the era. He purchased a keelboat he called the Philanthropist and stocked it with some of the best minds of the era. Forty scientists, educators and thinkers crowded onto its deck and began the long voyage down the Ohio River to New Harmony. On Thursday, December 8, 1825, the Philanthropist left Pittsburg. It was a freezing cold day. Owen had originally intended to use a steamboat for the voyage, but the Ohio River was too low, so he outfitted the keelboat and set off. Owen, accompanying the scientists on the boat, dubbed it the "Boatload of Knowledge." Travel by keelboat on the Ohio River proved to be a slow, and at times dangerous, enterprise. The boat could only manage a few miles a day. The weather was cold, the ice covered river created problems and the passengers endured various degrees of discomfort during the voyage. Finally, on January 26, 1836, The "Boatload of Knowledge" arrived at their destination, New Harmony. 

Portions of this article are excerpted from the author's A Visit to Harmonie State Park, Indiana book. 
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January 27, 1937 - Ohio River Reached its Highest State at Jeffersonville

The Great Flood of 1937 reached its greatest extent on January 27, 1937 with flood levels reaching 19.1 feet above flood stage in Jeffersonville, Indiana

The Great Flood of 1937

Heavy rains over the Ohio River Valley during December and January of 1937 swelled the water levels in the Ohio River to unprecedented levels. The heaviest rainfall in Ohio occurred between January 13 and 25 when between six and twelve inches of rain fell. The Ohio River rose to 85.44 feet at Jeffersonville, flooding seventy percent of the city. All of the river towns of Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio and Illinois were affected. Hundreds of thousands of people had to evacuate, taking refuge in the towns and cities in southern Indiana. The flood lasted an entire month, with water levels beginning to rise on January 5 and not fully receding until February 5, 1937. The flooding caused an estimated $250,000,000 in damage. This was in 1937 dollars. In current values, that would be in excess of three billion dollars. This was an historic burden for a nation in the depths of the Great Depression.

Federal Government Response

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers sent their entire fleet of vessels downstream on the Cumberland River to rescue stranded citizens and provide relief efforts. Since the floodwaters were so high, the boats could not go under most of the bridges. The floodwaters forced the boats out of the river channels to sail over the flooded fields and roads, dodging building, power lines and other obstructions. President Franklin Roosevelt dispatched thousands of Works Progress Administration workers into the area to aid in flood relief. 

Aftermath

The Flood was a truly historic flood. Historians searched documents and could find nothing in the old records to match it. Geologists studied the area and determined that nothing like it had ever happened before. The Federal Government instituted a flood control plan. This resulted in a series of seventy dams and locks to control the flooding. Completed in the 1940's, this system has reduced the flood damage in the years since.

Back to January

January 28, 1922 - The Historic Indiana Movie Theatre Opened - Terre Haute

An exciting new type of theatre experience debuted in Terra Haute on January 28, 1922 with the opening of the Indiana Theatre. Designed by famed architect, John Eberson, the theatre was one of his early experiments in his atmospheric theater style of movie palace. 

John Eberson (1875–1954)

A native of Czernowitz, Bukovina, Austria-Hungary (Ukraine), John was the son of Sigfried and Lora (Schmidt) Eberson. He attended high school at Dresden, Saxony, and then went to the University of Vienna to study electrical engineering. In 1896, he joined the Austrian army. In 1901, he immigrated to St. Louis, Missouri via New York City. He joined Johnson Realty and Construction Company, traveling around the east coast of the United States promoting and building theatres in small towns. In 1903, he married Beatrice Lamb, with whom he had three children. The next year the couple moved to Hamilton, Ohio. In Hamilton, he designed several buildings. By 1910, he and Beatrice moved to Chicago. While in Chicago, he designed theatres for Karl Hoblitzelle's Interstate Amusement Company. After designing some theatres for Hoblitzelle, he started designing theatres using his atmospheric theatre style design. The first of this design was the Dallas Majestic in Dallas Texas in 1922. The Indiana Theatre was his second, in 1922.

Atmospheric Theatre

The atmospheric theatre replaced the standard movie experience of row of seats facing a screen with an experience of being outdoors in a European courtyard or garden. Overhead the ceiling was sky blue on which projectors cast images of clouds and ever-changing colors. As the production neared beginning, lighting effects cast the impression of a setting sun and the beginnings of twilight. The theatre transported the audience to a faraway time and place, creating a magic feeling over the audience as the theatre's production began. 

Indiana Theatre

Designed by Eberson and constructed by T. W. Barhydt the theatre seated 2,018 people. On opening night the silent movie “Cappy Ricks” played, accompanied by a thirty piece orchestra. Afternoon tickets sold for twenty-five cents and evening tickets for forty cents. During its lifetime, the theatre has hosted vaudeville, cinema, performing arts and community celebrations. The theatre has recently been restored to its former glory. For more information about this Indiana treasure, contact:

Indiana Theatre

683 Ohio Street 

Terre Haute, IN 47807

Office Number: (812) 232-8076

Fax Number: (812) 238-0333

Email: Info@IndianaTheater.com

Back to January
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January 29, 1831 - Shelby County Seminary Organized

When Congress passed the Enabling Act on April 11, 1816, they provided land for the new state to establish a state seminary, or school. The Act also provided for schools at the township level. The Constitutional Convention attendees envisioned a further layer of schools provided at the county level. Thus, they established a system off county seminaries. 

The County Seminaries

The legislature began chartering these seminaries in 1825. The funding for the seminaries was to come from conscientious objectors paying fees in lieu of military service and fines exacted from persons that broke penal laws. The funding from these sources was never adequate to the task. According to the law, each township was to elect three trustees, who would choose the school districts. Each male inhabitant over eighteen was required to work one day a week on the construction of the building, or pay a fine of thirty-seven cents for each day they abstained from service. 

Shelby County's seminary was chartered in 1831. The county erected a two-story brick building for this school in 1835. The Constitution of 1851 changed this system to the township system and sold all the Seminary buildings in the state in 1852.

Back to January

January 30, 1888 - Elkhart Carriage and Harness Manufacturing Company Organized

Founded by Frederick B. Pratt, the Elkhart Carriage and Harness Manufacturing Company grew into one of the premier carriage manufacturers in the United States. The company began building "horseless carriages" in 1906, finally becoming Pratt-Elkhart Automobiles. 

Frederick B. Pratt (December 18, 1822 - July 18, 1903)

The son of Herbert and Caroline (Brooks) Pratt, Frederick was born into the dry goods business, to which both his parents had business interests. In 1846, at twenty-four, he joined his uncle in the hardware business in Battle Creek, Michigan. He left his uncle's employ to start his own store in 1855. This enterprise failed and he rejoined his uncle, who put him in charge of a satellite store in Elkhart, Indiana. After becoming enamored of a buggy he saw on the street in Elkhart, he vowed to start his own buggy manufacturing business. In 1874, he and his son began manufacturing buggies in Elkhart under the name F. B. Pratt & Son. This venture succeeded and by 1884, they built a new four-story building. This building burned in a fire in 1885. 

Elkhart Carriage & Harness Manufacturing Company

They reorganized the business in 1888 as the Elkhart Carriage & Harness Manufacturing Company. This company became one of the largest manufacturers and distributors of carriages, buggies and harnesses over the ensuing years. The company built several types of carriages, harnesses, wagons and carriages at the factory, supplying a free catalog of their offerings to all interested queries. The advent of the "horseless carriage" spurred them to explore using their carriages for this new form of transportation. 

Pratt-Elkhart Automobiles

The started putting motors on some of their carriages in 1906. They called these motorized wagons the Pratt. This line proved successful and over the years of 1908 - 1909, they transitioned the business over to building horseless carriages, calling the new company Pratt-Elkhart Automobiles. After a few transitions, the company survived as the Elcar Motor Co. until 1934.

Back to January

January 31, 1871 - Land Purchased for US Quartermaster Depot - Jeffersonville

The area around Jeffersonville, Indiana became an important military area during the Civil War. The Jefferson General Hospital served as one of the main hospitals for wounded Union soldiers and Camp Joe Holt became an important staging area for Union Troops heading into the Southern theatre. The city had three railroads running to it. Its location across from Louisville, Kentucky made it an important Ohio River port. 

Origins of the Quartermaster Depot

The Quartermaster Depot had its origins in a garment factory established in one wing of the Jeffersonville General Hospital. In that, factory workers cut out the garments and issued them out to women living in Jeffersonville to take home to assemble. Once assembled, the women took them back for inspection and distribution to soldiers in the field. The rigors of war produced a tremendous demand for many other items. This led to the Depot becoming a major supplier of clothing, harnesses, saddlery, vehicles and other paraphernalia needed for the war effort. The operations became spread out over Jeffersonville as the need grew. 

Construction of the US Quartermaster Depot - Jeffersonville

At the conclusion of the war, the Army decided to consolidate the facilities scattered around Jeffersonville. It central location, access to both railroads and the Ohio River made it an ideal spot to stockpile supplies needed for the United States Army. The Army allotted $150,000 to bui76d a new facility in 1867 and on January 31, 1871 finished purchasing the land needed for the structure. Quartermaster General Major General J. C. Meigs designed the building that would consist of huge quadrangle with an opening on each side. The center of the building had a power plant and water tower. The brick and stone building covered 150,000 square feet. 

Extended Use

The "Quadrant," as it came to be known, served the Army as a Quartermaster Depot through the Spanish American War, the First and Second World Wars and the Korean War. By 1945, it covered 255.6 acres and had over 150 buildings. By the end of that conflict, its days as a Quartermaster Depot ended. The U. S. Census Bureau opened in it as a temporary facility in 1958 and in 1962 received the designation as a permanent facility. The center now is a 75-acre ultramodern data processing facility with over 100 buildings a work force that includes 1500 to 6000 employees, depending upon need. Today the Quadrant it is home to numerous other offices, storefronts, and the Jeffersonville City Hall.

Back to January
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February 1, 1820 Martin County Was Created

February 2, 1918 - Madison Brewing Company Goes Bankrupt

February 3, 1871 - T. Horton Company Organized - Bluffton Indiana

February 4, 1836 - Brown County Organized 

February 5, 1862 - Senator Jesse Bright Expelled from U. S. Senate 

February 6, 1837 - State Geological Survey Authorized

February 7, 1835 - Indiana General Assembly Passes Act Creating Fourteen Counties

February 8, 1901 - Indiana University Plays Its First Basketball Game

February 9, 1866 - George Ade Born in Kentland, Indiana

February 10, 1763 - Treaty of Paris Ends French and Indian War

February 11, 1861 - Abraham Lincoln Gave a Speech at State Line, Indiana

February 12, 1861 - President- Elect Lincoln Speech at Indianapolis On Way to DC

February 13, 1865 - Indiana Ratified the Thirteenth Amendment

February 14, 1851 - Act Approving Formation of Indiana State Board of Agriculture

February 15, 1882 - Olds Wagon Works Organized - Fort Wayne

February 16, 1852 - Henry and Clement Studebaker Open Blacksmith Shop - South Bend

February 17, 1838 - Indiana Legislature Creates Mishawaka by Combining Four "Towns"

February 18, 1840 - Benton County Created

February 19, 1884 - Enigma Outbreak - Tornadoes Across Ten States

February 20, 1842 - First Medical School in Indiana - Laporte University

February 21, 1865 - 143rd Regiment, Indiana Infantry Mustered

February 22, 1862 - First Confederate Prisoner of War Camp Opens - Camp Morton

February 23, 1875 - Charles G. Conn - Patent for Musical Mouthpiece

February 24, 1887 - Black Day of the Indiana General Assembly

February 25, 1779 - George Rogers Clark Recaptures Vincennes In From British 

February 26, 1886 - Eaton Mining and Gas Company - Muncie - Organized

February 27, 1921 - Train Disaster At Porter, Indiana - 37 Killed

February 28, 1893 - USS Indiana Launched

February 29, 1920 - Hotel Mudlavia Is Destroyed By Fire
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February 1, 1820 Martin County Was Created

Seat - Shoals

Area

Total - 340.41 sq miles

Population - 10,334

Congressional district - 8th

Time zone - Eastern: 

Using portions of Daviess and Dubois Counties, the Indiana Assembly created Martin County by statute on January 17, 1820. The county organized on February 1, 1820. Shoals, on the East Fork of the White River, became the first county seat. Martin County derives its name from John T. Martin. Martin County has had more county seats than any other Indiana County. Shoals was the largest town in the county at the time. The stagecoach line that went from New Albany to Vincennes passed through the town. From Hindustan, the county seat moved first to Mount Pleasant, then to Trinity Springs and then to current county seat, Shoals.

John T. Martin (1770 - c.1822)

Martin commanded a company of Clark County Volunteers serving under General William Henry Harrison. His company served bravely at the Battle of Frenchtown (Battle of Raisin River) in the War of 1812. Captured by the British during the battle, Martin later received a promotion as lieutenant colonel in the 17th Kentucky Regiment. 

Martin County Geography

Martin County is heavily forested and the United States Government as the Hoosier National Forest and the Naval Surface Warfare Center Crane Division owns most. Some prominent geological features include "Jug Rock," a jug-shaped rock seventy-six feet high, "The Pinnacle," a backbone extending out to White River's edge, at a height of 276 feet, ""House Rock," "Aquatic Rock," "Cedar Hill," and "Gormerly Bluff."

For general information about site seeing and things to do in Martin County, please contact by phone or email:

Martin County Chamber of Commerce

210 N. Line St.

Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 257 

Loogootee, IN 47553

(812) 295-4093

Visit Martin County

812-295-4093

MCCC@martincountyindianachamberofcommerce.org

February 2, 1918 - Madison Brewing Company Goes Bankrupt

The growing temperance movement surrounding the Nineteenth Amendment led to Congress passage of the Nineteenth Amendment in December 1917. Indiana ratified the amendment on January 14, 1919. However, the effects of prohibition began taking their toll before passage as alcohol sales fell, driving many brewers to bankruptcy. This was true in the case of one of the nation's top brewers, the Madison Brewing Company. 

Madison Brewing Company 

Madison, Indiana was home to one of the earliest breweries west of the Allegheny Mountains in 1823. Jacob Salmon established a brewery on the south side of Lawrenceburg Road on the east side of Madison. This brewery disappeared, replaced by the Madison Brewing Company on the same site, established by Mathew Greiner in 1854. Greiner, a Cincinnati Brewer, made the decision to move his operation to Madison in 1854 and opened operations in his new four story building in 1856. The brewing complex included a fermentation room, cold storage beer cellar, and bottling works. Greiner and his sons brewed a beer called Madison XXX Ale. This ale grew in popularity and soon became distributed across the entire Midwest and as far south as New Orleans. By 1885, the Madison Brewing Company reached a capacity of 14,000 barrels per year. 

Greiner Brewery Building

A portion of this brewery still exists in Madison. The Crowe's Nest Studio operates an art gallery in the building. The proprietor will conduct tours of the building on request. For more information contact:

Crowe’s Nest Studio

2415 N 300 E

City: Madison

State: Indiana

Zip: 47250

812-241-9797

gacrowe@yahoo.com

For more information about Madison, Indiana visit:

VisitMadison

601 W. First Street

info@visitmadison.org

812-265-2956 or 800-559-2956

Back to February

February 3, 1871 - T. Horton Company Organized - Bluffton Indiana

Doctor Theodore Horton supplied the capital required to start the Horton Manufacturing Company in Bluffton, Indiana. The first product manufactured by the fledgling company was a corn planter for which the company held the patent. 

Horton Manufacturing Company 

Doctor Horton was the principal stockholder of the company. He formed a partnership with William K. Vandegriff and Rachel V. Blackstone under the name of the T. Horton Company. The success of the corn planter enabled the company to purchase the patent for a washing machine, which the company also manufactured and sold. The company marketed the washing machine as the “Improved Western Washing-machine.” The company also did well with this machine. In 1879, the Dr. Horton sold most of his interest in the company, retaining some royalty rights. The company then moved to Jamestown, New York in 1880 and began manufacturing there. Sometime in 1881, Horton resumed the business in Bluffton. The two companies entered a legal fight over patent rights. Eventually the company in Bluffton, forced into receivership, closed.

Bluffton Indiana

Located in the northeastern part of Indiana, Bluffton is about fourteen miles south of Fort Wayne, Indiana. Indiana State Roads 1, 124 and 116 intersect in the town center. The town resides on the banks of the Wabash River and serves at the county seat of Wells, County. Pioneers founded the town in 1838. Bluffton has adopted the nickname "Parlor City" after a visitor applied the term early in the Twentieth Century. The visitor used the term, which referred to a home's parlor, after Bluffton paved the streets with a hard surface material. Homeowners at the time maintained the parlor of a home as the cleanest room in the house to entertain guests. Bluffton's downtown boasts many Victorian style buildings built during the 1890's. The city has earned the reputation of being the cleanest city in Indiana, as well as one of the most picturesque. Situated on a bluff high above the Wabash River, the city boasts fine views of Indiana's river, the Wabash. For more information about Bluffton, contact:

Bluffton City Hall

128 East Market Street

Bluffton, IN 46714

260-824-1520

mayorsoffice@ci.bluffton.in.us

Back to February

February 4, 1836 - Brown County Organized 

The Indiana Legislature passed a bill on February 4, 1836 that created Brown County, naming Jacksonburg as the county seat. Jacksonburg later renamed itself Nashville. Brown County is named in honor of General Jacob Brown.

Jacob Brown (9 May 1775 – 24 February 1828)

The son of Samuel and Abi (White) Brown of Bucks County, Pennsylvania, Brown graduated from University of Pennsylvania in 1790. He moved to upstate New York where he opened settlement in the Black River area. In 1807, he received a commission as captain in the New York Militia. By the time the War of 1812 broke out, he was a brigadier general in the militia. He organized the defenses of the Great Lakes regions and helped engineer a British defeat at the Battle of Sackett's Harbor. The Army then commissioned him as a brigadier general and he saw extensive further action. His successes included capturing Fort Erie and victories at the Battle of Chippawa, the Battle of Lundy's Lane, and the Siege of Fort Erie. He received two wounds at Battle of Lundy's. President James Monroe appointed him commanding General of the Army during his administration. 
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