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Princess is Born

Lajae looked over at her husband.  Their daughter was lying between them on the bed.  She had been placed on her stomach yet kept flipping onto her back.  Shaylen Renee was a shock to her parents.  Lajae’s pregnancy had come as a surprise, as she and her husband, Jarvin, had been trying for years to have children.  They had finally found a clinic that would perform fertility treatments for them.  All the couple had to do was be willing to give DNA from their child or children for research.  Lajae and Jarvin were at the point where they were desperate.  They would do anything to have a baby.  So, they did.

Six months after their application to The Covenant Research Facility was approved, and their first round of IVF and checkups completed, Lajae and Jarvin found out they were pregnant.  The agreement with the research facility required that all of Lajae’s obstetric care be facilitated through The Covenant.  There were weekly tests and ultrasounds.  The Covenant ensured the pregnancy was stable and that Lajae stayed well-nourished.  She was also given IV supplements during some of the visits because the obstetrician would say what Lajae was eating wasn’t enough to sustain the baby.  The supplements made her feel strange, but she was willing to do anything for her baby.  

Lajae and Jarvin did notice one small thing during the appointments that seemed strange.  The ultrasound technicians would be different every visit, and they never explained much about the baby.  The husband and wife could tell a lot of information was being gathered, yet it was never conveyed to them.  It seemed like the pregnancy in and of itself was a secret not even to be shared with the parents.  Jarvin would brush it off as possible special care for the baby, and not want to concern Lajae.  Both were in their late thirties when the pregnancy occurred.  No one wanted to bring up fear or concern when it wasn’t necessary.  At least, that's what Jarvin and Lajae kept telling themselves.  Lajae felt deep in her heart that something was amiss, but she kept that feeling there.  If it became anything more, then she would act on it.

At one of the appointments further into the pregnancy, the obstetrician claimed Lajae had a mass in her uterus.  They said it wasn’t a concern, but neither Lajae nor Jarvin was sure about it.  It was something else they buried in their hearts for later.  There was never any indication that the mass would harm the baby or Lajae.  The timing of finding the mass was odd, though.  Almost six months into the pregnancy had passed before it was even mentioned.  Lajae and Jarvin felt everyone knew before them, including the ultrasound technicians.  It was made known that the delivery of the baby would have to be via C-section for safety and the removal of the mass.  The soon-to-be parents agreed to whatever would ensure the safe birth of their child. 

Three months later, Shaylen Renee made her debut.  She was the princess her parents had been waiting for.  What her parents didn’t know was that the baby girl was also who The Covenant had been waiting for.  Their research institute had been doing experiments, the cult wanting to take over not just Chiva, but every piece of the world that they could.  No one else was aware of The Covenant plans.  The Head Elder planned to keep it that way.  Shaylen was just the beginning.  There was so much more, and many more to come.  Even if he were gone, The Covenant would continue taking over every person and city, creating what Head Elder considered “Perfect Humans”.   He had already started gene manipulation with Shaylen.  The Covenant facility was created just for this development, and the succeeding generations would create better DNA and genes through IVF and gene crossing.  This would lead to more intelligent, perfect humans controlled by The Covenant.

Shaylen was the light of her parents’ lives.  She was well beyond her age in everything.  It seemed as if she learned everything quickly.  Her flipping over from her stomach to her back at only six weeks old had her parents in shock.  Lajae and Jarvin noticed Shaylen would attempt to hold her own bottle.  She had already accomplished holding her head up.  They noticed Shaylen would pay attention to their lip movements, trying to mimic them when they were talking to her.  The couple’s baby was extraordinary, although she was born to seemingly ordinary parents.  Lajae was an IT, and Jarvin had a degree in biology, even though he didn’t need it at his current job at the state university.  Nothing about either of them screamed “genius”, yet they had given birth to a daughter who obviously was one.

“Do we tell her pediatrician how advanced she is, or do we keep it to ourselves?  Shaylen has an appointment in the morning.  I’m concerned that The Covenant isn’t as safe for our daughter or us.”  Lajae looked up from watching Shaylen.

Jarvin had the same concern in his eyes.  “I have something to tell you.  The Covenant just offered me a job at their institute.  They want to send me to school for genetic education.  You know I already have a degree in biology, even though I don’t use it.”
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