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Prologue
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Kado gently rocked the crying baby in his arms. "Shhh. It's okay little one."

Jaelyn wasn't convinced and wailed even louder. She had been crying like this since Auren left, and Kado wasn't sure what to do with her. Nothing he did would calm her.

"Come in," Kado said before Cathnor could knock. "Please, take her. She doesn't seem to want me right now."

"Yeah, I'm not surprised," Cathnor said, cradling the infant in his arms.

Jaelyn calmed almost immediately.

"I sensed your angst on the other side of the village. I can only imagine what it's like in such close proximity."

Kado nodded grimly.

Cathnor studied Kado a moment. "Auren's gone, isn't she?"

"Yes," Kado said, staring into the flames in his fireplace. "She left about an hour ago."

"Why didn't you stop her?"

Kado sighed. "I couldn't. The shadow people have forbidden me to interfere. It's up to her now."

"I see." Cathnor handed the baby back to Kado.

Kado kissed her forehead. "All I can do now is make sure Jaelyn and our people are safe from what's to come. No one will be able to enter or leave the Dark Isle until the shadow people tell me it's time."
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I reached across the seat of the hydrocar and gave Makari's hand a squeeze. The contact helped ease our anxiety. A little. Appolia was now a dot in the distance, slowly growing larger. If Jade didn't stop her fidgeting and sighing in the back, I was likely to lose my mind. She'd been a bundle of nerves since we left the Dark Isle and nothing I said seemed to help.

"It's going to be fine, Jade," Makari said, as though him saying it would make a difference.

"It's been nearly four years. What if he's moved on?"

I groaned. "Deakan has not stopped thinking or talking about you in all that time. He's been determined to find you and bring you home. Does that sound like someone who's moved on?"

"No, but—"

"Jade, relax. I can guarantee he's just as anxious to see you again as you are to see him."

"I've already called ahead, and he's waiting for us to arrive. He's excited to see you again. Trust me," Makari added.

I was relieved when we finally made landfall. Soon Jade would be reunited with her love and maybe she'd settle down. As much as I loved her, I needed a break. Unfortunately, it wasn't as simple as just driving up to the base. While the remnants of the Coalition had managed to retake Appolia during Makari's reign as emperor of the Galvadi, they kept their base in the mountains just in case. The Coalition was low on manpower and resources, and now that Makari had been overthrown, it wouldn't take much for the Galvadi to retake the southern half of the island.
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