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      Meet Jude Edwards (47) and Johann Zimmermann (45)!

      

      Their one-night stand in the Caribbean wasn’t supposed to turn into something more when Jude returned to real life, but fate has other plans—and Jack doesn’t mind in the least.
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      “Hey, Jude.”

      “Hm? What?” The scorching sex-in-the-tropics image vanished from Jude Edwards’ mind in an instant, but the sensations from the real-life experience five months ago had barely faded. Luckily, the hunk who’d shared it with her had also gone poof before she’d awakened in the morning—the most effective way to avoid another doomed long-distance relationship.

      Not that he was interested in the R word.

      Mae, her friend from the on-site PT clinic, leaned against Jude’s office doorway wearing a massive grin. “Fantasizing about Johann again?”

      “Maybe. The man was truly fantasy material.” Slipping her feet out of her wedge-heeled sandals, Jude leaned back in her desk chair, hoping she’d convinced her friend that sleeping with the buff sandy-haired sex god had meant nothing. “A vacation one-night stand was the perfect forty-seventh birthday gift to myself. What brings you to this side of the building?”

      “You’re set up to meet with a handyman. His name’s Zimmermann. Jim. Jake. John. Something like that. He owns Odds & Ends Home Repair. I realize it’s short notice, but you did say you wanted to get the outside updates and repairs done as soon as possible. I gave him your contact info and he said he’ll be at your house about four thirty today for an estimate.” Holding out a business card, Mae stepped into the office. “According to Jackson, he does really good work.”

      “Great. Thanks.” Jude set the card next to her keyboard and finished shutting down her computer. “Did you guys finally decide when you’re going to quit paying two mortgages and just shack up together already?”

      Mae’s face lit up and her smile widened even farther. “He’s moving into my house this weekend and we’ve been talking about possible wedding dates. I can’t believe it took seventeen years and eight stitches for us to find each other again. Isn’t it funny how stuff like that happens?”

      A bad feeling crept up Jude’s spine. “Don’t you go getting any weird ideas about trying to track down my tropical tryst. Two cheating boyfriends in different states was enough for me.”

      Her friend rolled her eyes. “I didn’t like either of the bozos. Besides, you knew going in the chances of something long-term were pretty low. I’m thinking you probably go for those kinds of losers because they’re easy. What would you do if you ran into Johann? If he lived here in northeast Ohio?”

      What if?

      The possibility had crossed her mind multiple times since January, but his disappearance before the awkward morning after seemed like a pretty obvious sign he had no interest beyond a one-time hookup.

      She slid her feet back into her shoes and pushed away from the desk. “I’d be polite if he talked to me, not that he would. He used me too, you know. I’m just glad I didn’t bring home any uninvited guests.”

      Giggles erupted from Mae. “Yeah, crabs don’t make good pets.”

      “Or babies. I don’t want or need an unplanned pregnancy at my age.” Hoping to avoid any more cross-examination, Mae shoved the business card in her purse and stood. “I better get moving if I’m going to have time to pick up my dry cleaning before Mr. Odds & Ends shows up.”

      “Zimmermann. Jack! That’s his name.” Mae waited while she locked up and accompanied her toward the employee entrance to the orthopedic center. At the corridor leading toward the PT side, her friend turned and started walking backward away from her. “Be nice to him. He’s doing us both a favor.”

      Jude aimed her car key at her friend. “Fine, but he better be competent at what he does.”

      “I have it on good authority he’s the best.” With a wink and a grin, Mae hurried down the hall.

      What the hell was that about?

      Multiple scenarios formed as she exited the building, all of which led her to the same conclusion.

      The happy couple thinks I have to have a man to be happy too.

      She needed a new boyfriend like she needed another thirty-five years of her menstrual cycle. Besides, life as a workaholic orthopedist specializing in osteoarthritis was rewarding, unlike dating.

      Traffic was lighter than usual, and the stop at the dry cleaners took two minutes less than she’d allotted, helping her arrive in her garage at four eleven—nineteen minutes ahead of her handyman interview. She rushed inside, determined to make the most of it.

      Her dress and heels were the first to go. Then she slipped on a comfy t-shirt and baggy shorts, gathered her due-for-a-color-change hair in a messy bun, and ditched her contacts. As she stuffed her feet into her late grandmother’s favorite house slippers, the doorbell rang.

      No time to wash off the makeup, but early’s better than late or never.

      On her way to the foyer, she perched her thick-framed glasses with the duct-taped bridge on her nose to complete her transformation into the middle-aged spinster no contractor in his right mind would ask about consulting a nonexistent husband. One more condescending jerk, and she might lose her ever-loving mind.
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