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Jackie sat down at her new desk and quickly checked out the drawers to see if anything had been left behind by the previous occupant of her new office. They were empty, so she put her note-pad and pens in the top drawer and then took a deep breath before standing up in order to find her supervisor. She needed to know what he wanted her to do first. She’d barely taken a step toward her office door when she heard a knock coming from the other side.

“Come in,” she said.

Her supervisor was the person at the door, and she was glad that he at least had the manners, to knock. 

“Ah Jackie, um... sorry, may I call you Jackie?” he said.

“Oh yes, Jackie’s fine,” she replied.

“Okay, the boss wants to talk with you and introduce himself, so I’ve got a few papers he needs to sign. If you can get him to sign them, you can kill two birds with one stone so to speak. Just tell him who you are and hand him the papers. He’ll do rest.”

“I assume he’s the head man?” said Jackie.

“Oh yes, he’s the head honcho and he’ll be following your work, he’s a stickler for accuracy. You don’t have to look so concerned, he’s actually a nice guy,” replied the supervisor. 

Jackie left the office and pulled down her blouse repeatedly to straighten it out in an almost unconscious effort to hide her large breasts. She wanted to make a good first impression. She knew that you never get a second chance to make a good first impression. Her mother told her that, and she always thought it was a profound saying. She worked in a science building that was associated with and paid for by a European conglomerate. She didn’t know exactly what the experiments they performed were for, but she knew it was all meant to help in the advancement of technology. She really wasn’t tech minded herself but that didn’t matter because she was only there as an accountant and didn’t need to know anything about science. 

She had to take the elevator to the basement in order to reach the main lab, but it was as she stepped out of the elevator that her life changed forever. As she stepped forward, an alarm sounded and people were rushing out of the lab to grab fire extinguishers. She could see there was a small fire through one of the many windows that lined the lab. She could also see that there were injured people lying on the floor inside. Most people would run away from such a sight but Jackie wasn’t most people. She immediately entered the lab and began to pull the injured out, but as she re-entered the lab for a second time, she could see a glowing object on a pedestal in the center of the room. Just moments ago, it had been hidden by smoke, and it seemed to be surrounded by what could only be described as a force field emanating from the center. There was a guy lying next to it and when she checked his pulse, she found that he was dead.

“Man, I hope this isn’t my new boss,” she said as she noticed the force field was growing outward and moving towards her.

Jackie heard someone calling out to get away from it but the force field suddenly moved too quickly to avoid it and engulfed her without warning, and then suddenly she felt as if she was frozen to the spot. She still had the ability to think and feel, she just couldn’t move. The only thing she could see was light, and then suddenly she was able to move again and found herself surrounded by a dozen lab technicians as she collapsed onto the floor in a heap.

“What in God’s name just happened?” she said as she heard voices above her.

“Hello... stay still, you’ll be fine in a few seconds,” said one of the voices.

When Jackie managed to turn her head, and look up. She found that she was looking up into the eyes of the most gorgeous woman she’d ever seen. 

“Who are you?” asked Jackie, “is everyone out safely?” she added.

Jackie watched the woman turn her head to a colleague questioningly.

“To her mind the accident in the lab just happened,” said the other woman.

“Of course, but I think she needs to get her faculties back before we tell her anything. Let her gather her thoughts and when you think she’s capable of talking coherently bring her to my office,” replied the first woman.

Jackie watched her walking away and then found herself being helped to her feet, which is when she noticed the lab, or rather the condition of it. There were no signs of a fire. In fact, it didn’t even look like the same office. Jackie felt dizzy as she attempted to walk and had to be held up on either side as they helped her to a chair and sat her down. Someone handed her a drink of water next and within a minute, she was back to her old self and full of questions. First, though, she looked around the lab, which was impeccable as far as how clean it was.

“How long have I been unconscious?” she asked.

“I’ve been instructed not to say anything just yet, but what I can tell you is that you haven’t been unconscious,” replied the woman, “if you’re up to it, I can take you to see the head scientist. She told me that she’d tell you all you need to know, okay?”

“Yes, thank you, I’d like that,” replied Jackie.

She was then led to another office and once the door was knocked upon, they both heard a female voice shouting out to come in. The technician opened the door and presented Jackie to her boss before leaving them alone together.

“Are you feeling better Jackie?” she said.

“Yes, much better thank you. In fact, I think I can get back to work now,” replied Jackie.

“Ah, well Jackie, we have a slight problem there. Um... give me a moment will ya, I’m trying to figure out the best way to tell you this. I’m thinking the direct approach would be the way to go,” said the woman.

Jackie couldn’t help staring a little at this woman, as she was quite an attractive person. Jackie herself was bi-sexual and it had been a while since another woman, apart from her girlfriend, had turned her head.

“Tell me what? Is there something wrong, um... I just realized that I don’t know your name?” replied Jackie.

“You can call me Kate, it’s short for Katherine,” she responded, “and as for what I have to tell you, it’s something you’re not going to like. What do you remember happening in that lab?”

“I was helping to get people to safety because of the fire and then suddenly I was completely engulfed by what looked like a force field. The next thing I knew, I was being helped up from the floor and being asked if I was okay,” replied Jackie.

“Okay, here’s the thing Jackie. What happened to you, happened just over two thousand years ago. The scientists of your day had stumbled upon a way to time travel. However, what they were trying to find out had nothing to do with time travel. They had created dark matter inside the lab but had no idea that it was unstable. The biggest break they received that day was that the sample they had created was very small. If it been a lot bigger this entire block would’ve disappeared. As it is, the percussion from the shockwave, which is what you saw, sent everything within its radius through time and to where you are now,” said Kate.

Jackie stared at her suspiciously for a full ten seconds and then spoke.

“If this is a joke, it’s not funny. This is a joke, isn’t it?” said Jackie. 

“I honestly wish I could tell you that this is all part of an elaborate practical joke, but the fact is it’s not. The year is 4021 and since your day, a lot has changed. In fact, just before you came in I was looking at where we were, back in your day. You’re going to find, that hardly anything is the same in this time period. For a start, we’ve had a third world war in which five billion people lost their lives. On the upside, technology has transformed this world into a virtual paradise, and hunger no longer exists anywhere on Earth. Weapons are only carried by law enforcement and even they are non-lethal. There is also a one world Government and the leader of that is elected by the people of the world, which is done through the comfort of their own homes. It is also mandatory that everyone vote in elections. We all live in comfort and there is no need for money anywhere in the world. We can travel anywhere and whenever we want and most physical jobs are done by robots and androids,” replied Kate.

While Kate was telling her all of that, she was also showing historical pictures of the things she was talking about on her computer screen, right down to pictures of the start and end of World War Three.

“I can’t believe this. Earlier this morning I was in a brand-new job and I was still living with my parents. Oh my God, my parents, they’re dead and buried, aren’t they?” said Jackie knowingly.

“I’m afraid so, and I’m sorry Jackie. If there was any way to return you, we’d do it in a heartbeat,” replied Kate.

“I assume from that comment that there is no way to return me?”

“No, because even though we eventually discovered how you were transported and have even replicated it. It took fifty-five years from the initial accident, to understand fully how you were sent through time. In fact, it took fifteen years to decide that time was where you were sent. We were quite literally awaiting your arrival. You see back then they were children stumbling through discovery. We now have Artificial Intelligence working for us, or A.I. for those who prefer acronyms, and quite honestly life is full of wonder, and discovery of new worlds is the new frontier,” replied Kate.

“Are we in space in any big way yet?” said Jackie.

“Oh yes, we have four moon cities. The planet Mars has now been terraformed and has a population of over three million people. But, the best news is that we made first contact with aliens a little over five hundred years ago. We have shared technology with them and have now identified over twenty different species of sentient aliens in our own galaxy, with a lot more to meet in the near future. We’re in the process of forming an alliance with these aliens, but the talks are taking a considerable amount of time. As it stands now, aliens can visit our planet whenever they want, but they can’t stay for very long, not until the alliance is signed. You are going to be lost out there Jackie, mainly because it will all seem completely foreign and unfamiliar to you,” replied Kate.

As she was finishing what she was saying, Kate turned to face Jackie and found her silently crying.

“I’m sorry, I’m waffling on about all the things that have happened since the accident and forgotten about how deeply all of this must have affected you,” said Kate, as she placed her arm around Jackie’s shoulder to comfort her.

“No need to be sorry, I’m just being silly. It just dawned on me that I’ll never get to see my girlfriend again. Rebecca was a great friend and someone who always made me laugh,” replied Jackie.

“Yes, that must be the worst thing about all of this for you, losing those that you loved. If you like, I can pull together everything that is known about those who meant so much to you from back then. At the very least, you’ll see how they lived their lives and at what age, they died. It might help to give you some closure,” suggested Kate.

“Yes, I’d like that.”

After that talk, Kate led the way to the elevator and told Jackie to brace herself. She was about to see an almost alien world that she wouldn’t recognize. When the elevator door opened, Jackie could see robots of all shapes and sizes going about their business. Kate was greeted by a fellow scientist and quickly introduced Jackie to her.

“This is a work colleague and friend Elizabeth Harrow. Liz, this is Jackeline Dowel, but she prefers Jackie,” said Kate.

“Pleased to meet you Jackie, we have a few things to go over before we leave, but I was wondering...” 

“I’m sorry to interrupt you, but something just struck me as weird. I haven’t seen a single man since I arrived here, they are still here, aren’t they?” said Jackie.

“Oh, you didn’t tell her?” said Elizabeth to Kate.

“Nope, I haven’t had the chance yet,” replied Kate.

“Okay, let’s go get ourselves a coffee from across the street and fill you in a little, shall we?” said Elizabeth.

Liz led the way and soon they were sitting at the table of a fancy looking coffee shop and from the moment, they had left the building Jackie was full of awe at what she was seeing. There were no cars on the ground for one thing, they were all flying about fifty feet above them, and she could barely hear a sound. The air seemed so fresh that it almost felt like sitting in an oxygen tent. Then she saw a couple of men walking towards them and watched them all the way down the street.

“As you can see there are men. At least, the kind of men you knew from your time,” said Elizabeth.

“What do you mean by the kind of men I knew? Is something different about men in this age and time?” replied Jackie.

“Um... okay, let me explain. Of all the advances that you’ve seen so far, nothing stands out more than our advance in medicine and medical procedures. We’ve literally wiped out all diseases. Cancer is no longer an issue, Aids was cured hundreds of years ago, along with every other disease you can think of. Then four hundred years ago, something happened, that changed everything on this planet. We started to experiment with body alterations, and things like sex changes, became an everyday event,” explained Elizabeth.

“We had sex changes back in my day as well,” replied Jackie.

“Yes, but what you’re talking about is going under the knife and having parts surgically removed or added. We now have the ability to grow parts of a human anatomy thanks to things like advanced stem cell research, molecular modification, and simple human ingenuity. The thing is, no one realized back then just how much this new frontier would change mankind. We even had the ability to change the gender of an unborn child before it has developed and as many would say back then, we started to cross the line. People began to ask if it was possible to have both sexes in one child, and scientists found that it wasn’t just possible, but very easy. All they needed to do was to change the DNA code and manipulate the genes, which by then was as easy as changing your clothes. I don’t think anyone would realize for the first few years that this one request would be a turning point for mankind. Suddenly, almost everyone wanted this new procedure,” said Kate.

“I know about sudden fads and how they can influence people. We were going through a period in my time where a lot of women would have breast implants, or breast reductions and all in the name of fashion and what was popular on social media at the time,” said Jackie.

“Right, well, here’s where it starts to get a little bit strange. We were not just content to have designer babies we also wanted to go through the changes ourselves. Men started to become hermaphrodites with the help of hormonal altering drugs to give them breasts and change their voices and women started to add a penis. This best of both worlds desire was so popular that it’s hard to meet a normal male or female on the streets anymore. Those two men that passed by a few minutes ago, I’d bet anything that they’ve had something done to themselves but that they prefer to look like men,” explained Elizabeth. 

“So, do you two have... um... changes?” asked Jackie.

“As a matter of fact, we do. I hope that doesn’t alarm you or make you think any less of us?” replied Kate.

“Oh, please, don’t be silly, that doesn’t bother me in the slightest. I always thought I was a freak back in my day because I was, and still am, bi-sexual. I actually used to fantasize about futanari and what it would be like to have sex with one,” said Jackie.

“Um... what’s a futanari?” asked Elizabeth.

“Oh sorry, it’s a Japanese name for a woman who also has a dick. It was quite a popular fictional character back then, but who would have thought that that same character would turn out to be a common everyday occurrence in the distant future. It’s quite amazing when you think about it,” replied Jackie.

Just then, a sound could be heard coming from Elizabeth’s bag. Liz placed her hand into the bag and pressed a button. 

“Yes, Elizabeth here,” she said.

Jackie couldn’t hear anyone else’s voice but knew that Liz could.

“Okay Janet, thanks for letting me know,” said Elizabeth a few seconds later.

Kate could see the confused look on Jackie’s face and showed her the ear piece behind her hair and a tiny square box she had in her pocket, which turned out to be the phone of the period.

“Janet just informed me that your apartment is ready Jackie and we can go there now if you’d like?”

“Yes, I’d like that. I’d also like a tour of the city if that’s possible,” replied Jackie.

“I was thinking of doing that with you tomorrow, but for now, let’s get you settled in,” said Kate as they stood to leave.  

Jackie was taken to a transportation station, and they boarded one of the flying vehicles she’d seen earlier. It took her by surprise when it lifted up into the air almost silently.

“Wow, what is it that powers these vehicles?” asked Jackie.

“Hydrogen is the fuel of choice throughout the world, because of how abundant it is. These vehicles use the latest silencers, which actually redirect the sound. If you were to stand on top of this vehicle you’d hear a roar of air coming from the hidden blades that make it fly,” replied Kate.

The flight was brief and quite comfortable and the vehicle landed on top of the apartment block they were flying too. They had to take an elevator to the twelfth floor and Elizabeth quickly located the apartment in question. When they entered it, Jackie was blown away by how spacious it was. The furniture was minimalistic, as in sparse, but the apartment was warm and the bed was huge. Jackie looked around for any signs of an entertainment system but couldn’t find one.

“Do you not have TV in this time period?” she said.

“Oh yes, we have TV and VR capabilities,” replied Kate as she demonstrated by reaching for a small hand device.

Suddenly a large TV was emerging from the ceiling and a list of channels was displayed. Then she pressed another button and a chair came up through the floor as a small helmet came down from the ceiling. 

“This is part of the VR system but it isn’t calibrated for your use just yet, I will arrange for that to take place in the coming days. You’ll find that your wardrobe is full of clothes that will fit you and over in the kitchen area you will find a laundry chute. Whenever your clothes need cleaned, bag them, and throw them down the chute. They will be returned the next day,” replied Elizabeth.

“Do you have stores here?”

“Ah, um... I’m afraid that concept died many years ago, due to robotic delivery services that sprang up everywhere. You simply order anything you might need using the VR system, and believe it or not, it actually feels like you are in the store when you start buying the things you need. You can’t use that just yet because of the VR needing to be calibrated to your individual mind set, but by tomorrow or the next day that will be done,” replied Elizabeth.
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