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Morris and Amy Brown
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I learned to read sitting with my back against a wall near the kitchen.  Mom was either ironing, fixing supper or cleaning when I would come home from school.  I sat with my book sounding out the words and when I gave up, I would go and ask Mom for help.  Every Sunday morning, Dad would read ‘Beetle Bailey’ from the comic strip section of the newspaper. On Sunday afternoon, I helped cook dinner, since I was the only girl among three brothers.  Sometimes, Mom would use a recipe and encourage me to read it.  I never became a good cook, but I could follow a recipe.

Whenever, I was given an opportunity, I would sit under a tree or on the front porch and read my library book.  Books opened the door to other worlds and different lifestyles.  Mom and Dad gave me the time to read and never discouraged me from opening a book.

Mom and Dad...thank you!
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*For Teachers Only*

History of the Buddy Club is found in the back of this book.
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Introduction
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Dear Members,

I am sure you will find a few errors in this book.  Feel free to make corrections.  After all, if you own this book, then you can write in it.  If you want to change something to make it sound better, then go for it.  If you want to add some color on a page, go ahead.  No one is going to stop you, if you own the book.

However, if you do not own the book, you better not write in it.  You better not color in it.  After all, it’s not yours.  You are only borrowing it.  There is nothing wrong in borrowing it, that’s what we have libraries for.

As a member of the Buddy Reading Club, there are a few rules you should know.  Every group has a leader.  Whoever the adult is that person decides who the leaders are.  Hopefully, all members get a turn being a leader.  A leader is chosen on how well he or she can get along with others.  The leader is someone who can give out materials as well as collect them.  They show respect to the adult in charge as well as to others.  After all, if you show respect for another person, that person will show respect for you.

Since this is a reading club, it is important to know what to do when you come across a word you do not know.  Well, you can look at the picture to see if it helps.  You can sound out the word.  You can keep on reading and maybe you will figure it out.  If all else fails, ask someone for help.

Rimes for Kindergarten and First Graders
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Rime: ‘at’
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The cat sat and saw a rat.

That went

That went behind

That went behind a hat.

b—a—t, b—at, bat

m—a—t, m—at, mat

f—a—t, f—at, fat

p—a—t, p—at, pat

s—p—a—t, sp—at, spat

ch—a—t, ch—at, chat

The cat sat and saw a rat.
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Rime: ‘ap’

A map fell on his lap.

He put it

He put it under

He put it under his cap.

m—a—p, m—ap, map

t—a—p, t—ap, tap

c—a—p, c—ap, cap

l—a—p, l—ap, lap

c—l—a—p, cl—ap, clap
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