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The Twelve Names of Saraswati

 


Goddess, live
on my tongue and in my

fingertips
touching the keys; shade my head

from the
mundane glare with your

unrolled
parchment. Bring me

the cooling
words.

 


I’ll be patient
by the river,

inscribing your
twelve names,

a schoolgirl
writing lines,

chewing the
end

of an ordinary
pencil.

 


Sail in,
tranquil and

white as the
unsuspecting page,

plucking the
strings of transcendence, or

ride down the
riverbank with a thousand eyes

winking in the
tail feathers of your peacock.

 


Let me string
the crystal beads

on silver
strands, unbreakable

and almost
sacred.

Drop some
petals in my empty hand.

 


Six for Kali




Kali, Mother of
chaos, whose frenzied black

dance brings
creation and cremation, who severs

the hands that
pull all of us, naked

into the world
again and again, burning

with hunger,
slippery with blood,

may our heads
one day be like the skulls

 


around your
neck, that triumphant string of skulls

bouncing on
your breast like hollow black

coconuts, free
from the burden of blood

at last, kissed
by the sword that severs

us from our
helpless burning,

visible only to
the naked

 


eye, for no
mortal can withstand your naked

triple gaze,
filling our skulls

with the moon’s
white proclamations and the sun’s burning

sentences,
punctuated by the mocking black

laughter that
strips the bones of illusion, severs

the letters
from the words, the words from the blood.
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