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 Foreword

 


Although I have known both Pugs and Beagles
personally, the first time I saw a Puggle — the product of pairing
a male Pug with a female Beagle — I had no real idea what I was
seeing beyond a really cute, energetic, medium-sized dog. I struck
up a conversation with the owner in a vet clinic waiting room and
received an invitation to visit her kennel.

 


We formed a friendship and I came to know
several of her dogs quite well. I can assure you, there are few
forces of nature equal to a litter of Puggle puppies! When they
plant their paws and let out with a burst of Pug-like barking that
ends in a proper hound howl, they are absolutely adorable.

 


Puggles are ranked as one of the top three
most popular hybrid companion breeds in America. They are
intelligent, affectionate dogs that live happily in small spaces,
including apartments, with only minimal exercise needs. With a
lifespan of 15 years and few health problems, the breed is
attractive to singles and families alike.

 


Although somewhat given to chasing cats,
Puggles typically get along well with other dogs and are excellent
with children. They are sturdy little dogs who love to run and run
and then run some more! They can keep up with even the most
energetic toddler. Often kid and dog collapse into the same heap,
with even more cuteness ensuing.

 


For all their positive points, Puggles can be
incredibly stubborn, and if they have not been properly crate
trained, can suffer from separation anxiety. This reaction can
include the full gamut of bad behaviors: barking, howling, chewing,
and digging. The dogs also must be kept leashed while on walks.
They are scent dogs and will take off after a “trail” while
completely ignoring your attempts to call them back.

 


Factor in a fair amount of shedding,
especially as the warm months are coming on, and a reputation for
being slow to housebreak, and it’s clear that Puggles are not
without their challenges. But to be fair, what breed isn’t?

 


If you are looking for a small to
medium-sized dog with an excellent personality that will live
happily in any space and has low exercise needs, the Puggle could
be the perfect companion.

 


Many of the world’s top breeders have been
involved in contributing to this book, and once you’ve read it, you
will have all the information you need to make a well-informed
decision about whether the Puggle is the breed for you.

 


As an owner, expert trainer and professional
dog whisperer, I would like to teach you the human side of the
equation, so you can learn how to think more like your dog and
eliminate behavioral problems with your pet.

 


The information in this book will help you to
form a fuller sense of what life with a Puggle would be like and
arm you with the correct questions to ask in your discussions with
breeders. No pet purchase should be undertaken without careful
consideration. This is particularly true for a breed as special,
and at times enigmatic, as the Puggle.
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Chapter 1 - Meet The Puggle

 


A “Puggle” is a hybrid dog created by
breeding a male Pug and a female Beagle. Genetically, most Puggles
available today are F1 dogs born from such a crossing. Female Pugs
are not big enough to carry the larger puppies. Most attempts at
hybridization with female Pugs end in the death of the offspring
and the mother.
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As the popularity of the Puggle breed
continues to grow, more people are breeding Puggles to Puggles to
refine the genetic mix and to standardize the breed. When that
happens, it will be possible to more accurately predict Puggle
appearance and temperament.

 


Like all first generation hybrid breeds, the
Puggle’s personality can go one of two ways. When the genetic mix
is perfect, the Puggle is a healthy, robust and playful dog that
exhibits the Pug‘s trademark sense of humor. Under less ideal
circumstances, the Beagle‘s determination meets the Pug’s
stubbornness head on, and you get an uncooperative dog that won’t
listen to a word you say.

 


These are the chances that all hybrid dog
owners take, but Puggles at their best are excellent, well-rounded
companions. They will live happily in apartments, get along
brilliantly with other pets and children, and are affectionate and
loving. Not to mention the fact that they’re just too cute for
words!

 


What Is the Difference Between F1, F1b and
F2?

 


Since the breed is still relatively “new,” it
is quite common for available puppies to be first generation (F1)
crosses between a Pug and a Beagle.

 


If an F1 Puggle is bred to another F1 Puggle,
the puppies would be classified as F2s.

 


Jeanine and Brad Ross of PuggleBaby.com
explain: “A first generation Puggle is a cross between a purebred
Pug and a purebred Beagle – there are unscrupulous breeders out
there that cross with other breeds and call them ‘Puggles.‘ There
should be NO BRINDLE-colored Puggles, because brindle is not a
color ever seen genetically in Pugs or Beagles.

 


There are also 2nd generation Puggles, which
is either breeding a Puggle to Puggle or F1B, which is breeding a
Puggle back to either a Pug or a Beagle. Most F1B breedings are
done by breeding back to a Pug, and the Puggles that are then 3/4
Pug, look VERY Puggish, and just have a slight snout.

 


Puggles are a very hearty and healthy mix,
the biggest problem that we ever have is Cherry Eye, which happens
in maybe 1% or less.”

 


Puggle Breed History

 


The practice of intentionally allowing two
dogs of different breeds to produce offspring, known as
crossbreeding (hybridization), is hardly new, but purists have
typically frowned upon it. In recent years, however, crossbreeding
has grown in popularity out of a desire to create breeds that more
accurately match the changing role of dogs in our lives.

 


The modern pampered pooch is not the working
animal of years past, nor is he a creature that lives outdoors most
of his life. Dogs have firmly claimed their role as beloved family
companions – in fact as members of the family – and breeders, in
response, have altered their goals. Many popular crossbreed mixes
are cultivated specifically for their excellent natures and for
their ability not just to live, but also to thrive in a domestic
setting.

 


In the 1980s, a dog fancier in Wisconsin,
Wallace Havens, developed the first Puggles and subsequently
registered the breed with the American Canine Hybrid Club. Although
still not recognized by the American Kennel Club or The Kennel Club
in the United Kingdom, the Puggle is now widely regarded as a
distinct and popular breed in its own right.

 


(The dogs can also be registered with the
International Designer Canine Registry. There are local and
regional Puggle clubs in the United States and Great Britain, but
no overall governing bodies for the breed at this time.)

 


Dedicated Puggle breeders are working hard to
improve the genetics of the hybridization so that the dogs breed
true, reliably passing on their best characteristics to the next
generation.

 


Although some hybridizations are nothing more
than poorly considered “designer dogs,” the Puggle mix is an
excellent combination of two hardy breeds and will undoubtedly gain
independent recognition by the various canine governing
organizations in the years to come.

 


At this juncture of the Puggle’s evolution,
it’s useful to understand a little bit about the two foundation
breeds to gain more insight into what you can expect of your hybrid
pet.
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Pug Breed History

 


The Pug breed is believed to have developed
in China. The first Pugs were imported to Europe from China in the
16th century, and the breed served as the official dog of the House
of Orange. For this reason, they have sometimes been called the
Dutch Mastiff. In 1688, when William III and Mary II left the
Netherlands to accept the British throne, a Pug went with them. In
time, the dogs became popular throughout Europe.

 


The breed‘s somewhat fanciful appearance led
them to be used in interesting ways. In Italy, for instance, Pugs
were employed as carriage dogs, dressed in clothing to match the
coachman’s uniform! While thought of today as a toy companion or
“lap” breed, Pugs have done their fair share of work. The dogs have
been used by the military as trackers, and they are also excellent
watch dogs.

 


Pugs appeared in the artwork of William
Hogarth, including his self-portrait dating from 1745 that hangs in
the Tate Gallery in London. In the 19th century, Queen Victoria
kept many Pugs, even breeding the dogs. Her Majesty’s enthusiasm
for dogs in general helped to support the establishment of the
Kennel Club in 1873, which remains the governing canine body in the
United Kingdom today.

 


Many of the Pugs that appear in paintings
from the 18th and 19th century had longer legs and faces than the
modern breed, which likely began to emerge after 1860. This
evolution was helped by an infusion of new blood from dogs imported
directly from China. These animals had the modern Pug look, with
short legs and a flat nose.

 


The Pug arrived in the United States in the
19th century, where the dogs immediately became favored as both
show dogs and family pets. The American Kennel Club recognized the
breed in 1885, but the Pug Dog Club of America was not founded
until 1981.

 


Beagle Breed History

 


Like many breeds, the exact origins of the
Beagle are uncertain. As early as the 5th century BCE,
however, hunting dogs of a similar description were being used in
Greece. In the 8th century, the St. Hubert Hound, a
scent dog, was used to create the Talbot Hound, a breed brought to
England by William the Conqueror in the 11th century. To
improve the dogs’ running abilities, they were crossed with
greyhounds.

 


Those dogs are believed to be the ancestor of
the Beagle, a name first used for very small creatures that stood
just 8-9 inches / 20.32-22.86 cm tall. This miniature breed,
sometimes called the Pocket Beagle, went extinct in 1901. In the
18th century, two breeds, the Southern Hound and the
North Country Beagle, were crossed with larger breeds to create the
Foxhound, and in the 1840s, the standard Beagle.

 


By 1887, there were 18 packs of Beagles in
England. The breed was imported to the United States in the early
1870s. The American Kennel Club recognized the Beagle in 1884, and
the breed rapidly came to be prized for both its hunting abilities
and its quality as a family dog.

 


The name “Beagle“ derives from the French
“begueule,” meaning “open throat,” and the Gaelic “beag” for small.
If you’ve ever heard a Beagle throw back its head and bay, there’s
no question the name is an apt one.

 


Puggle Breed Characteristics

 


But what do you get when you mix the two
breeds? Puggles are small to medium-size dogs. Their faces are
loaded with expressive character because they have both the
wrinkled, wizened look of the Pug and the large, luminous Beagle
eyes and long, floppy Beagle ears.

 


Although the snout is shorter than a
Beagle‘s, it is not as “smooshed” as that of a Pug. Some
enthusiasts say the resulting look is vaguely Buddha-like. The tail
is held high over the back like a Pug’s, but the degree of curl
varies, and the length is closer to that of the Beagle.

 


Puggles tend to be active, intelligent dogs
that require at least two 15-minute walks per day. Because they
have a scent hound heritage, they like to “pick up the trail” and
follow it, so keeping them leashed during outings is essential.

 


Like Pugs, however, Puggles are funny and fun
loving. They make exceptional family dogs because they are
affectionate and interested in everything that’s going on around
them. Pugs like to be smack in the middle of things, and Puggles
are pretty much true to that side of their ancestry.

 


The breed‘s coat is low maintenance, although
their ears and eyes do have to be cleaned regularly. Puggles do
quite well across all types of living environments, including
apartments, and are highly adaptable. If untrained, however, they
can be quite stubborn and given to problem barking. Again, that’s
the hound in them.

 


One advantage of all hybrid breeds is that
they tend to be much healthier than either parent breed. Puggles
have a more elongated snout, which eliminates the breathing
problems that are associated with the Pug. Although in theory a
Puggle can be susceptible to any condition or illness present in
either parent breed, this mix has proven to be quite sturdy and has
a projected lifespan of up to 15 years or more.

 


It should be noted that because Puggles are
companion animals, they do want to be with their humans. The breed
can suffer from separation anxiety, which is a powerful trigger for
other negative behaviors including barking, howling, chewing, and
digging.

 


We asked breeder Kindra Mazurek of Colorado
Puggles why she thinks Puggles are so special: “Puggles are special
because they have the very best characteristics of both the Pug and
Beagle. They get along well with other animals and children.”

 


Physical Size

 


Size varies widely, but all Puggles fall in a
range of 18-30 lbs. / 8.16-13.6 kg and stand 8-15 inches /
20.32-38.1 cm at the shoulder. This varies depending on the size of
the Beagle used for the cross. For example, Doreen Mcleod of Breezy
Hill Farm says: “I refer to my Puggles as ‘PeeWee’ Puggles. They
are much smaller than standard Puggles because I cross a smaller
Beagle, a registered ‘Olde English Pocket Beagle‘ with my small AKC
Pugs to get a smaller Puggle that averages 12” tall and weighs in
the 10-13 lb. range.”

 


[image: tmp_79f119e80fcdd30d581cf9c5e679763a_at3y6p_html_m17e32f92.jpg]

Photo Credit: Doreen Mcleod of Breezy Hill
Farm

 


Coat and Color

 


The Puggle’s double coat is short and smooth
with a dense undercoat and a slightly longer topcoat. This makes
for relatively low maintenance responsibilities for the owner, but
the dogs do shed and should be brushed weekly. They shed twice a
year – once in the spring and then again in the fall.

 


Colors include fawn, red, tan, lemon, and
black. Mixed colors are rare, although particolor dogs with white
on their bodies do occur. Fawn is the most common coat, typically
with the Pug‘s trademark black mask.

 


Personality and Temperament

 


With hybrid dogs, it’s more difficult to make
hard and fast predictions on personality and temperament. Given
proper training with lots of patience and consistent rewards for
correct behaviors, Puggles are friendly, affectionate, comical, and
get along well with strangers.

 


Since temperament is an inherited
characteristic, your best bet in meeting a litter of puppies is to
look for the dog that is not overly bossy or shy. With a dog that
is more or less in the middle, you can mold his friendly nature in
the first four months with solid socialization. That is the time
when puppies are most receptive to new sights, places, people,
sounds, and experiences — like doggie kindergarten.

 


The Puggle Puppy

 


Bringing a new puppy home is fun, even if the
memories you’re making include epic, puppy-generated messes! Young
dogs are a huge responsibility no matter how much you love them,
and they take a lot of work. Puggle puppies can be assertive and
aggressive if they’re not properly trained.

 


The first few weeks with any dog is an
important phase that shapes the animal’s adult behavior and
temperament. Every new pet owner hopes to have a well-mannered,
obedient, and happy companion.

 


With young Puggles, you’ll be faced with
curbing incessant barking, chewing, digging, and ankle biting. They
have boundless energy, a lot of willpower, and the manipulative
ability only a preciously cute little dog can muster.

 


Pugs are notoriously hard to housebreak,
rarely figuring out where to “go” before six months of age. This
may or may not be the case with your Puggle puppy, but plan for the
worst-case scenario and factor this into your consideration of the
pros and cons of the breed.

 


Also, be prepared for moderate to heavy
shedding and for the required “facials.” Puggles, like Pugs, have
wrinkles and creases where fungal infections can develop without
regular cleaning.

 


With Other Animals

 


Puggles have an excellent reputation with
other animals, but like most dogs, they do have a tendency to chase
cats, which is not a good way to facilitate détente with Fluffy. If
the cat stays still, there isn’t anything to chase. They will run
after anything that moves quickly – even a piece of litter blowing
in the wind!

 


Never force the animals to interact or to
spend time together.

 


When the Puggle puppy first arrives, put the
little dog in its crate and allow other pets in the house to check
out the new family member on their own terms and at their own
speed. Carefully observe the reactions on both sides of the meeting
and take your cues from how it’s all going.

 


Supervise all interactions. Reinforce good
behavior with treats and praise. At the first sign of aggression or
“trash talking,” separate the animals with a firm “no“ and try
again later. Understand this can go on for several weeks until your
pets reach some form of agreement whose terms only they will
comprehend.
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Puggles and Children

 


The Puggle does very well when raised with
kids, but I don’t think it is a good idea to have ANY dog with
children under 3-4 years old. Prior to that, they don’t understand
pinching, pulling, and grabbing is not OK, and the dog could bite
in self-defense. Wait until your children are 4-5 years of age,
when they are old enough to understand the Puggle disposition and
to respect his boundaries.

OEBPS/tmp_79f119e80fcdd30d581cf9c5e679763a_at3y6p_html_m17e32f92.jpg





OEBPS/tmp_79f119e80fcdd30d581cf9c5e679763a_at3y6p_html_m36c273b3.jpg





OEBPS/tmp_79f119e80fcdd30d581cf9c5e679763a_at3y6p_html_5708508a.jpg





OEBPS/tmp_79f119e80fcdd30d581cf9c5e679763a_at3y6p_html_18a12d5b.jpg





OEBPS/tmp_79f119e80fcdd30d581cf9c5e679763a_at3y6p_html_me38ef36.jpg





OEBPS/tmp_79f119e80fcdd30d581cf9c5e679763a_at3y6p_html_134823.jpg





OEBPS/cover.jpg
PUGGLES

Buying, Caring for, Grooming, Health, Training and
Understanding Your Puggle Dog or Puppy
T
F

N
A8

CRRY S

MORGAN ANDREWS





