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 Chapter One

 Eleanor
Peabody

August 6, 1975

The Witch Trial

 


“Breaking news,” interrupted the
anchorman,” we have a verdict in the Eleanor Peabody trial, let’s
go to Brooke live at the Boston Municipal Courthouse,
Brooke?”

“Thank you, Harvey, yes, a verdict
was read by the head juror minutes ago. And after only several
hours of deliberations, they have come back with a ‘not guilty’
verdict against all three men charged in the first-degree murder of
Eleanor Peabody, that took place almost a year ago, on August 6,
1975. Harvey?”

“Brooke, ‘The Witch Trial,’ as it
has been dubbed, has been a media sensation from day one. But
perhaps for the benefit of our viewers who haven’t been privy to
the courtroom drama, you could highlight the events leading up to
this dramatic outcome today.”

“Of course, Harvey,” replied
Brooke pushing her hair away from her face. “The night before her
death, Eleanor Peabody and the three accused men, were seen
partying in several bars throughout downtown Boston. During
testimony, staff and customers corroborated the defense’s case that
Mrs. Peabody was, although drunk, lucid enough to carry on
conversations with not only the three men but also staff and
several customers that knew her. They also confirmed the accused
men’s accounts that throughout the night Eleanor Peabody claimed to
be a witch, who not only actively practiced witchcraft, but also
black magic. She was also seen kissing each of the three men on
different occasions. And at the last bar, several staff and
customers recalled her inviting the accused men over to her place
for an after-party, where she promised them booze, drugs, and
sex.”

“So, Brooke, how did the
prosecution counter these detrimental allegations?”

“Harvey, the prosecution has
always asserted that Eleanor Peabody was either sedated or drugged
prior to entering the first bar, and had several witnesses counter
previous accusations, by saying that Eleanor Peabody did not know
where she was, was inarticulate and stumbling. But surveillance
video of the victim walking in and out of the bars on her own,
proved otherwise.”

“And what happened after the four
of them left that last bar?” asked Harvey, leading her
on.

“Eleanor Peabody and the three men
went back to her apartment and partied till the early hours of
August 6. Neighbors testified that they heard the four of them
listening to music, talking, laughing, and engaging in sex. This
also strengthened the defense’s case, proving that the sex was
consensual, and substantiated the coroner’s report that she wasn’t
raped. The prosecution in turn, said with Eleanor Peabody being
drugged, she would be unresponsive to the men’s advances, and
therefore, there would be no signs of forcible entry. To which the
coroner concurred was also a possibility. The prosecution asked him
further about the amount of alcohol and drug levels found in the
victim’s toxicology report, and based on those findings, was she
even capable of saying no to the men or even fighting them off. The
coroner concluded, with the elevated levels found in her system, it
may be a possibility, but also added that each person has their own
tolerance level to alcohol and drugs, and if she had done this on a
regular basis, she may have been impervious to these excessive
amounts, and in fact, quite coherent.”
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