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        Mandatory probation forces Laina Fulton to refrain from the tricks of her trade of jewelry stealing when she visits the Trailman Department Store.

      

        

      
        Just twelve months and then she can relocate to another city, another hunting ground.

      

        

      
        Until she bumps into an attractive man checking out the jackets in men’s wear.

      

        

      
        And Laina’s plans take a surprising, and enticing, turn.

      

        

      
        Steal away with Laina in the mystery romance short story Thieving Heart.
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      Walking into the department store was one of the hardest things Laina Fulton had ever done. The heels of her boots made a click-click sound on the tile, so obnoxiously loud she was surprised everyone didn’t turn to stare at her. She pushed her dark glasses up her nose. This was the only concession she’d been allowed to make. Two small squares of tinted glass that she could hide behind.

      Not that hiding was ever a problem for her. She’d always been very good at it. Good at hiding herself. And at hiding any small trinkets she picked up.

      But she wasn’t doing that today. Although boy, she sure wanted to.

      Mandated condition of probation, she had to keep remembering that. Keep her nose clean for twelve months, then she could escape this city. Find some other place to set up. She still had time, she was only twenty-nine. She could find a way to set herself up.

      But until then, she had to play nice. Make it look good.

      So she hadn’t worn the clothes of her trade. No baggy pockets, no oversized purse with hidden pockets. Instead she wore black skinny jeans tucked into ankle boots and a form fitting turquoise t-shirt under a black, faux fur jacket. Tiny pocket book purse slung over her shoulder and the black glasses on her face. Her short black hair was spiked up around her head, more from her nervous habit of running her hands through her hair as she travelled here on the subway than any attempt at style.

      But here she was, standing just inside the door of the exclusive Trailman’s Department Store.

      Unlike other department stores, Trailman’s didn’t assault you with the stench of perfume flooding the area like a noxious cloud of mustard gas. Laina always thought that was more off-putting that inviting. Instead, Trailman’s had an exclusive boutique set off against the far wall, a little glassed in area where you could test scents in a heavily ventilated area. The better to get an actual read on the fragrance.

      Considering the prices, it was a great idea.

      So instead of the onslaught of perfume, Laina only detected a subtle hint of lemon polish. While right in front her, spread out in tantalizing display cases of white and chrome, was the jewelry section.

      Sparkling silver and gold, glistening gem stones. Diamonds that caught the light in flares of brilliance. Laina found herself pressing her hands down on the cool, clear glass as she tipped her head to stare at an emerald the size of the nail on her pinky finger.

      Exquisite.

      “Would madam like to try something?” said a smooth voice.

      A perfectly coiffed clerk stood in front of her, but just off to the side to ensure she did not block the light and ruin the effect of the sparkling gem stone. She was wearing the traditional Trailman outfit, all black and white, like an upscale waiter. Her hands were folded precisely in front of her. The nails done with plain polish but Laina could see hang nails on several of them.
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