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Introduction
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Luke chapter 21 unfolds with Christ’s final teachings in Jerusalem, moving from a scene in the Temple to the panoramic prophecies of the Olivet Discourse concerning the Temple's imminent destruction and the signs of the end times. The text intertwines two major prophetic horizons: the near future fall of Jerusalem and the far future second coming of Christ. This provides a powerful, multilayered message of faith, vigilance, and perseverance for the audience in the first century and for believers throughout history.

Date: c 80 – 90 AD

Writer: Luke “the beloved physician” (Colossians 4:14)
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Viewpoints
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The chapter can be broken down into three main sections:


	The widow’s offering.

	The Olivet Discourse.

	The call to watch and be ready.
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Importance
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The Olivet Discourse is one of the most important prophecies in the entire Bible. It bridges the gap between the Old and New Testaments by informing believers that there were still Old Testament prophecies yet to be fulfilled before the return of Christ. 
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Luke 21

[image: ]




1And he looked up, and saw the rich men casting their gifts into the treasury.

2And he saw also a certain poor widow casting in thither two mites.

3And he said, Of a truth I say unto you, that this poor widow hath cast in more than they all:

4For all these have of their abundance cast in unto the offerings of God: but she of her penury hath cast in all the living that she had.
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Commentary Verses 1 – 4 
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Christ observes people offering gifts to the temple treasury. He watches as wealthy individuals give large amounts of money. Then, a poor widow quietly and humbly offers two very small copper coins, called "mites" in some translations. Christ points this out to his disciples, declaring that the widow has given more than all the others. The rich gave out of their abundance, but the widow, out of her extreme poverty, gave everything she had to live on. This short narrative is a powerful teaching moment about the nature of true generosity and sacrificial giving, contrasting a worldly view with a divine one.

The same story is recorded in Mark 12:41–44, providing a slightly different, but consistent, version of the events. The comparison between the two Gospels reinforces the lesson on sacrificial giving.

Continue reading...

5And as some spake of the temple, how it was adorned with goodly stones and gifts, he said,
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