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			Dedication

			For all who dare to ask tough questions and seek to follow Jesus anyway.

		

	
		

		
			   

			Christianity stands or falls with its revolutionary protest against violence, arbitrariness and pride of power and with its plea for the weak. Christians are doing too little to make these points clear rather than too much. Christendom adjusts itself far too easily to the worship of power. Christians should give more offense, shock the world far more, than they are doing now. Christians should take a stronger stand in favor of the weak rather than considering first the possible right of the strong.1

			At root, nationalism is an ideology of group rights that denigrates individualism in favor of an abstraction called “the nation.” Its foundational principle is that government exists primarily to protect the culture and interests of the nation, or its dominant group. This implies that government can use its authority to protect the national culture against potential dangers—including other domestic groups and the potential spread of their cultures. To promote the dominant group, government must have the power to act assertively on its behalf, which necessarily means constraining others.2

			

			For some, Christian Nationalism simply means that Christianity has influenced and should continue to influence the nation. They argue America was founded on transcendent Christian principles. The Declaration of Independence affirms “all men are created equal” and “are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

			Some view Christian Nationalism as a fusion of Christianity with American civil life. Although this might not sound different from the above, a fusion means Christianity and American life should coalesce. The political process should be overhauled to serve God. The laws of the United States should be explicitly Christian.

			Christian Nationalism can also turn ugly. It can become a cultural framework that idealizes and advocates for a fusion of Christianity with American civil life and does so by dominion. This is the type of Christian Nationalism exhibited by some on January 6 [2021]. This is the complete conflation of God and country and advocating for it by force or violence when deemed necessary.3

			
				
					1 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, et al, The Collected Sermons of Dietrich Bonhoeffer (Fortress Press, 2012).

				

				
					2 Alex Nowrasteh and Ilya Somin, “The Case against Nationalism,” National Affairs Winter 2024 issue, reprinted by Cato Institute, 2024. https://www.cato.org/outside-articles/case-against-nationalism.

				

				
					3 Patrick Schreiner, “The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly of Christian Nationalism,” The Gospel Coalition, 27 April 2023. https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/good-bad-ugly-christian-nationalism/.
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Preface

			It’s 2025, and American Christianity has a nationalism problem.

			This book—and the others to follow—are for people who recognize that problem and seek to be part of the resistance movement—a movement built on the teachings of Jesus.

			This project grew out of my love for helping people make peace with the Bible. Many of us have a complicated relationship with the Bible, as we were given inconsistent messages throughout our childhood and discouraged from using the critical thinking skills necessary to help us wrestle with difficult passages.

			My hope is that you will feel challenged as we confront the patchwork of ideologies many of us have encountered and especially biblicism. Biblicism is “an interpretive method that reads the Bible as a ‘flat text’ where every verse is itself ‘the word of God’ and carries the same authority as any other verse.”1

			As we will see throughout the course of the series, biblicism allows the message of Christ to be subverted while convenient texts are used to legitimize and stoke various fears among followers that help to create an “us” who is under threat from a “them” and that supports the use of violence to keep “us” safe. This is how biblicism feeds White Christian Nationalism.2

			My goal is to empower lay people to read and study the Bible more critically and move away from the biblicist mindset that is undermining the Gospel as it gives strength to White Christian Nationalism, which results in the very oppression that followers of Jesus are called to resist.3

			We will work our way slowly through the Bible, one segment at a time, and confront competing interpretations as they arise. My original intention was that readers would read one chapter every day—like you would read a daily devotional. But you might find that you need more time to sit with ideas and to explore other resources. I encourage you to find a friend or a group to discuss and debate this material, as this helps our critical thinking.

			I have no expectations that you will agree with me on any conclusions. I might disagree with some of my own assertions by the time you read this. One of my problems with biblicism is the idea that there is one “right” answer and that we can have certainty regarding our interpretations. I am not here to offer a different “right” answer. Rather, my desire is that you will explore other possibilities and gain confidence in wrestling with these ancient, sacred texts.

			My hope is to help you discover the beauty of these ancient stories and that the stories will help connect you with the God that the Bible seeks to reveal.

			I never would have claimed to have been a White Christian Nationalist. But, reflecting back on the beliefs I held in the 1990s and early 2000s, and, based on the information I now have, I was definitely sympathetic to many of the concepts. I was the proverbial frog in the pot of water that was slowly warming up to a boil.

			My relationship with the Bible was also complicated. I must have picked up the faith formation concepts of the Wesleyan Quadrilateral (Scripture, Reason, Experience, and Tradition) in my confirmation class, because I never hesitated to question when anyone said something like, “The Bible says…” (You can learn more about the Wesleyan Quadrilateral at UMC.org.4)

			My earliest Christian experiences were in an average United Methodist Church in Southern California in the 1970s and 80s. Around the time that I started high school, my family moved further south into San Diego, where we found another UMC. But, this church was different.

			This new church was really into the Bible and wanted to know if I was saved. I understand now that the leaders had been heavily influenced by the evangelical movement that was sweeping Southern California at the time. They were involved in something called “Bible Quizzing,”5 but that may have been waning by the time I arrived.

			One of our youth leaders was involved with Campus Crusade for Christ (now CRU). What I remember was a lot of talk about sin, sinners, and how we should avoid “them” to prevent becoming corrupted. “Premarital” sex was sin as were drugs, alcohol, cheating, smoking, swearing, homosexuality, porn, “illegal” immigration…. The list was pretty endless. I was always the difficult one, asking questions because I was pretty sure that the Bible didn’t actually address half of these trespasses. I also knew people committing most (if not all) of these sins, and none of them were trying to corrupt me.

			During college, I followed some friends to a different church, also with United Methodist in the name, but this church was teaching ideas of sin and salvation that are not commonly associated with contemporary Methodism. The camps we went to promoted purity culture  and always had an altar call. The adult leaders of the youth and young adult groups were listening to Rush Limbaugh and Focus on the Family, and I was learning that the values of the Republican Party were the same as Christian values.

			

			Something I have come to understand is the extent to which teachings in Sunday schools and youth groups oftentimes contradict church doctrines, because curriculum is often chosen for how engaging it is—not for what it teaches. Likewise, youth ministers, are often hired to bring in bodies with little regard to their theological beliefs.

			I started attending Point Loma Nazarene College (now a university) as a history major with a political science minor. I love American history. My dream was to teach 11th grade, but a burned-out professor turned me off the department, and I switched to Religion with an emphasis in Christian Ministry.

			I was already volunteering with the youth group at my church, and I did enjoy it. I started taking classes in biblical studies and theology, church history and polity, philosophy, and youth & children’s ministries.

			I recall one day in my synoptic gospels class, the professor talked about the feeding of the 5,000. He noted that the three Synoptics were very similar, but John included a boy who offered his bread and fish. My professor asked us if it was possible that John invented the boy as a literary device. Well, one guy in the class was not having it, because he had been taught to read the Bible literally. They argued, and the young man stormed out.

			This was when I first started to understand the conflict between biblicism and critical thinking, although I didn’t appreciate at the time that I was stepping into a centuries-old dispute.

			
				
					1 Zahnd, Brian. “Christianity vs. Biblicism.” Brian Zahnd, 17 July 2018, brianzahnd.com/2018/07/christianity-vs-biblicism/. 

				

				
					2 Whitehead, Andrew L. American Idolatry. Baker Books, 15 Aug. 2023

				

				
					3 Cruz, Miranda Zapor. “Slap Some Scripture on It! The Theological and Political Danger of Biblicism.” Dr. Miranda Zapor Cruz, 28 Dec. 2020, mirandazaporcruz.com/slap-some-scripture-on-it-the-theological-and-political-dangers-of-biblicism/. Accessed 31 May 2025

				

				
					4 https://www.umc.org/en/content/our-four-theological-guidelines

				

				
					5 Bible Quizzing is a contest where young people memorize Bible verses and compete, usually with other churches/organizations—like a sport.

				

			

		

	
		
			

			How the Bible Became God

			Christians generally agree that the Bible is the authority on the revelation of God, but what does that mean?

			The authority of the Bible is a relatively new concept and a product of the Reformation and the printing press. For centuries, most people’s entire understanding of God came from the Church. They were illiterate. Even if they could read, they didn’t have access to Bibles or education as we would understand it. The Church was the authority.

			I think we can all agree that the Church abused that authority.

			When Martin Luther came along in the 16th century and declared that the Bible was the supreme authority, it was a declaration that the Pope did not have absolute authority; it was a declaration of independence. The Church was an authoritarian regime run by the Pope, and Luther was saying that’s not in line with biblical teaching.

			For Luther, the goal was to stop and prevent the corruption and abuse of the papacy. Toward that end, the Bible must have authority. Through a 21st century lens, you could almost see that Luther was proposing a constitutional system; only for him, the constitution was the Bible.

			Luther was asserting that the Pope was not above the Bible.

			

			This was not a benign theological concept. It was revolutionary. If the Church and Pope were subordinate to the Bible, then they were on equal footing to kings and nation-states.

			The reality is: When it comes to Protestantism, no one is in charge. It’s a kind of a free-for-all, depending on the denomination (or lack thereof). Some denominations have established hierarchies and hold to old traditions that help inform biblical interpretation, while others do not. For a long time, this didn’t matter much. Most people’s Christianity was whatever they heard at church (if they went to church).

			Then, in the mid-to-late 19th century, things started to change. Industry and jobs brought people to the cities. Mass communication, travel, and immigration were beginning to create a more pluralistic society. The Reformation led to more people being educated so they could read the Bible, and universities were established to train clergy and other professions.

			People started to ask questions.

			Geology, archaeology, paleontology, and astronomy poked holes into long-held understandings of the world and of history that had been previously explained by the Bible. The theory of evolution was gaining credibility.

			Although it was an old tradition, Biblical criticism (the scholarly study of the Scriptures) was also gaining momentum. Scholars, for centuries, had questioned things like whether Moses had written the Torah, but the body of questions was now expanding and quickly.

			Throughout the history of Christianity, most people assumed the Bible was factual and true—in all things—largely because they had little reason to question it. By the late 19th century, this was no longer true. There was mounting evidence that the Bible was not as factual as many had believed.

			In response to the rise of these modernist views, A.A. Hodge and B.B. Warfield of Princeton Theological Seminary published a treatise in 1881 to address their concerns over the question of scriptural interpretation. The modern doctrine of inerrancy was born.6 The doctrine of inerrancy asserts that the Bible, in its original manuscripts and when properly interpreted, is free from error in all that it affirms.

			We can understand Hodge and Warfield’s concerns, as they reacted to a rapidly changing world and in a time when ideas of evolution and immensely long geological timeframes were still relatively new.

			This set of beliefs became part of the fundamentalist movement, which largely was on the fringes for nearly a century (from the late 19th century well into the 20th century) while the social gospel flourished in the mainline churches.
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