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			Dedication

			
		
    1 Corinthians 3:10. According to the grace of God which is given to me, as a wise master builder, I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each man take heed how he builds upon it. For other foundation can no man lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. And if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be made manifest by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.

It is very easy to build a church quickly. Very easy to make a big splash in religion, and become very famous as a soul winner. Very easy. But time tests everything. If there were no other fire than the mere fire of time, it would be enough to test a man's work. And when a church crumbles almost as soon as it meets, when a church declines from the doctrines it professed to hold, when it is proved, after all, that the teaching of the eminent teacher was fallacious and erroneous in its practical results, then what it has built up is reduced to nothing. Oh, dear friends, whatever little we do we must aspire to do for all eternity. If you are not going to put the brush to the canvas more than once, make an indelible stroke with it. Even if only one such work comes out of the statuary's workshop, let it be something that will last through the centuries.

But we are in such a hurry that we make many things that die with us ephemeral results. We are not careful enough about what we build. May God grant that this truth sinks into our minds. Let us remember that, if it is difficult to build with gold and silver, and even more difficult to build with precious stones, what is built will resist fire. It is easy to build with wood, and easier still with hay and stubble, but then only a handful of ashes will remain from a lifetime of labor, if we build with these.





— Charles Spurgeon 

      

    


Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians and labor

Galatians, Ephesians and Philippians are three short but substantial books, which are part of Paul's letters in the New Testament. Because of their brevity, we combine their contribution to the theology of labor in a single chapter. However, the three letters have different themes, so we will study each letter separately.

Galatians and work

For ye, brethren, were called unto liberty; only use not liberty for a pretext to the flesh, but by love serve one another (Gal 5:13).
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Introduction to Galatians
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How do we who believe in Jesus Christ live? If the Christian life begins when we place our faith in Christ as Savior and Lord, how do we express this faith in our daily lives, including our work?

For many of us, the answer to these questions lies in making our behavior coincide with certain basic rules. So, for example, when it comes to work we might adopt the following list of things to do: (1) be respectful of colleagues; (2) don't use inappropriate language; (3) don't gossip; (4) make decisions based on biblical values; and (5) talk about faith in Christ if possible. While this list could easily be much longer, it is a helpful guide that reflects biblical priorities.

However, such a list can pose a danger to Christians, whether at work or elsewhere. It is the danger of legalism, of making the Christian life a set of rules, rather than a free response to God's grace in Christ and a network of relationships centered on Him. Also, commonly, those who take the Christian life in a legalistic way tend to add things to their list that are not essential and perhaps not even right.
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Paul and the Galatians
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This is exactly what happened to the believers in Galatia in the middle of the first century. In response to the preaching of the apostle Paul, they had put their faith in Christ and began to live as Christians. But shortly thereafter they began to live according to a list of do's and don'ts. In this effort, the Galatians were influenced by outsiders who claimed to be Christians and insisted that the Christian life demanded keeping the law of Moses, as some contemporary schools of thought saw it. In particular, these "Judaizers" were inciting the Galatians to live as Jews in terms of circumcision (Gal 5:2-12) and the ceremonial law (Gal 4:10).
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