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PREFACE: 2025


When the first edition of this book came out in 2011, American soap operas seemed poised to enter a brave new world. All My Children and One Life to Live had just been canceled by ABC, but, in 2013, both shows were picked up by Prospect Park, which produced a summer’s worth of episodes to stream via Hulu, iTunes, and their own platform. That endeavor failed to launch, producing less than a hundred episodes between them. There were multiple reasons for the failure. (I know, I worked on them both and saw the mistakes made up close.) But the biggest obstacle seemed to be that soap fans just weren’t ready yet to make a daily habit of watching online, and they couldn’t wrap their heads around sitting down for a once a week binge-watch.


By 2022, however, when Days of our Lives made a similar move from NBC to the streaming platform Peacock, viewers were much more accustomed to on-demand viewing. They appreciated that they could watch the day’s episodes, or even last week’s – last month’s! – on their schedule, and that their stories weren’t interrupted for breaking news, sports, or holidays.


In 2025, the three soaps – The Bold and the Beautiful, General Hospital, and The Young and the Restless – still airing on network television were joined by a fourth, Beyond the Gates, spearheaded by daytime drama pioneer Procter & Gamble Productions and The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.
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(Author Alina Adams interviews star Tamara Tunie at Beyond the Gates NYC red carpet premiere, February 2025. Photo courtesy of Alina Adams.)


In addition, thousands of episodes of classic soaps can be found on YouTube (some via official means, many more via… less official ones). Dark Shadows has its own 24/7 channel on Pluto TV! The Doctors is streaming on Retro TV, and Roku’s Feel Good TV Channel features full episodes of One Life To Live, as well as classic clips from All My Children, Another World, As the World Turns, The Bold and the Beautiful, General Hospital, Guiding Light, and The Young and the Restless!


Another World celebrated its 60th anniversary with a star-studded luncheon for fans in Tarrytown, NY, and Santa Barbara its 40th in Burbank, CA. Guiding Light actors have been appearing at an annual Daytime Stars and Strikes bowling, karaoke and NYC harbor cruise charity fundraiser for 20 years as of 2024, despite the show’s cancellation in 2009.





All this goes to prove that the majority of soaps may be gone – but none of them are forgotten.


There have been many amazing, new soap moments since 2011. They join the ones collected for the first edition, along with the stories of actors, writers, producers, and other staff members who shared behind the scenes scoop of how it all came together, plus some favorite fan encounters – complete with photos!


These 35 stories vary in length and content. Some are short and to the point. Others dig deeply into the background of what made their moment a stand-out. Some are deeply personal, others more analytical. Like on soaps, variety is what keeps things interesting! The key factor all these recollections have in common, though, is just how much love and passion for the genre comes through in every word. 


And it is this level of passion that will keep the soap world turning – no matter what the media format.







INTRODUCTION: 2011


Ask a soap fan about the greatest moment ever in over 75 years of radio and television broadcasting, and be prepared to wait a while.


First of all, they will most likely look at you with an expression of are-you-nuts? and ask, “You want me to pick just ONE?”


Then they’ll mention the first scene that comes to mind. Which will remind them of a second one. Which will remind them of a third, which will lead to explaining how you really can’t appreciate this moment without that one, not to mention everything that came after which was really great too, and then there was another show that did something similar but not exactly, and…


Choosing your all-time favorite soap moment is hard.


Yet, I asked people to do it anyway.


Most eventually obliged me. (Although a few, as you’ll see below, did skirt the issue by nominating an entire episode or even a whole storyline. I let them. I understood I wasn’t really being fair, making them pick.)


Who did I ask to weigh in on which moments from the past seventy-five years of American daytime television demonstrate the genre at the very, very top of its game?


I asked soap opera actors, writers, producers, journalists and, most importantly, the fans.





Fans sent me lists and lists of their favorite moments, along with reasons why they loved them that ranged from hilarious to heartbreaking. I tallied them all, and then I went to the professionals involved in their creation to request behind-the-scenes stories on how everything came together.


Thirty-five of those stories are included in this book, along with an Honorable Mention list, also selected by fans.


Soap Opera 451: A Time Capsule of Daytime Drama’s Greatest Moments grew out of Soap Opera 451, a blog inspired by Ray Bradbury’s classic novel, Fahrenheit 451 and the directive, “When they ask us what we’re doing, you can say, We’re remembering.”


Whether soaps remain on broadcast television five days a week, find a more sporadic home on cable, migrate to the Internet, or morph into some sort of hybrid including all of the above and who only knows what else yet to be invented, one fact remains: The greatest moments in daytime drama will always be worth remembering….







TOP 35 MEMORABLE SOAP MOMENTS


PART ONE: 


Classic Couples


It’s the oldest – and best – tale in Soapdom. Boy meets Girl. Boy loses Girl. Boy often marries a whole host of wrong Girls – and Girl does the same with a host of mismatched Boys, before Boy finally gets and keeps Girl (tune in tomorrow to see if it lasts!). (It also works for Boy Meets Boy, and Girl Meets Girl.) The following Classic Couples certainly did all that. And, in some cases, a whole lot more….


MEMORABLE MOMENT: 


The love triangle of Rachel/Steve/Alice (Another World, 1968-1975)


EXPERT: 


Connie Passalacqua a.k.a. Marlena De Lacroix (Editor, Afternoon TV Magazine, 1980-1983; Columnist, Soap Opera Weekly Magazine, 1989-2001)


EXPERT OPINION: 


Alice (Jacqueline Courtney) and Steve’s (George Reinholt) break-up after she learns Rachel (Robin Strasser) is pregnant with Steve’s baby.  This scene is the high point of a wonderfully-written love triangle.  


Alice was the quintessential, young, innocent heroine. Rachel, the young villainess from the wrong side of the tracks, was Alice’s sister-in-law, but had set her cap for Steve Frame, a square-jawed young industrialist, Alice’s love.  


They had a back-street affair.  At Alice and Steve’s engagement party, Rachel harrowingly told Alice her baby was Steve’s, not (Alice’s) brother Russ’.  


Alice wouldn’t talk to Steve after that, but he kept trying to get in touch with her.


The ultimate feeling of heartbreak after true love was realized.  The triangle went on for years.  I was a young teenager and this storyline got me hooked on soaps for life.


FANS SAY: 


This story was one of the big reasons that AW had great ratings in the 70’s. The Alice/Steve/Rachel storyline kept viewers tuned in! I remember Steve and Alice’s wedding, and, of course, that house they all fought over! LOL. It was a great storyline for years….


My first memories of this were when I would come home from preschool, I would turn the channel to Price is Right and my mom would get so upset and change it back.


WHERE ARE THEY NOW: 


After a thirty-year career in journalism, Connie Passalacqua Hayman worked as a professor of journalism in the Communications Department of Marymount Manhattan College. She continues to share her opinions on soap operas at: http://marlenadelacroix.com/.
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(Sharon Gabet and Larkin Malloy photo courtesy of Sharon Gabet)


MEMORABLE MOMENT:


The beginning… and the end… of Raven and Sky Whitney (Edge of Night, 1980-1984)


BACKGROUND (as told by Sharon Gabet): 


Outrageously rich Sky Whitney (Larkin Malloy), nephew of matriarch Geraldine Whitney (Lois Kibbee), comes to town and Raven Alexander Jamison Swift (Sharon Gabet) is sans husband after two failed marriages (not that having one would have mattered) and WANTS HIM. She uses all her manipulation skills, including parading around with the handsome Chief of Police, and eventually gets him to propose. They marry, but Sky has a secret. He’s not really Sky Whitney, he is Jeff Brown, Sky’s “best” friend. After a plane crash where he thinks Sky is dead, Jeff goes to the best plastic surgeon in the world and gets a face that looks just like Sky’s and takes over the Whitney fortune. Raven soon finds out. Sky realizes she knows and hires a hit-man to kill her, but at the last minute, he realizes he is madly in love with her and stops the murder by killing the hit man. He then tells Raven everything. She thinks the whole story is deliciously devious and promises to keep his secret. “We are going to take the world for a ride!” she tells him. Unbeknownst to Raven, however, Sky murders a couple more people who are onto him. Eventually she begins to suspect there is more to her dashing husband than she thought. Sky knows she knows and when they plan a second honeymoon in St. Moritz, Switzerland, he plans to make sure she doesn’t return. After arranging a ski accident for Raven, Sky is about to throw her off a cliff when a mysterious stranger shoots Sky and Raven is saved. She mourns his death deeply having no idea the love of her life was about to murder her.


BEHIND THE SCENES:


Sharon Gabet: Larkin and I had such an amazing work relationship. It was a once-in-a- lifetime kind of chemistry. He was incredibly talented and incredibly brilliant with a genius IQ, fascinating to converse with and hilarious to be with. We absolutely adored each other and that never changed over the years. We both had strong theater backgrounds and once we got the lines down, we relaxed, played off each other, improvised and had the time of our lives playing those incredible characters. We would fall in love, have bed scenes, fight, kiss and make up, have adventures, laugh all day on the set, then go home and come back in the morning and do it all again. A perfect relationship.


Edge was one of the last shows to stop taping LIVE, but we still taped “as if” we were live – meaning we shot the entire show straight through with no cuts or edits. We were not supposed to stop tape for anything unless the director yelled cut; we were supposed to try to make it work. It was a half-hour show so we could get away with that—an hour show had to shoot set by set and edit later. It was absolutely magical on the Edge set during taping. The sets were all arranged in a circle around the studio so we could watch everyone’s work which brought us all close like a family. We used three cameras which were choreographed like a ballet to move around the sets from scene to scene. During the one minute or ninety second commercial breaks, cameras would fly around to reset shots, and we would continue until the whole show was complete. No breaks except when the commercials were fed into the tape. It was like doing live theater and super exciting.


One day, Larkin and I were shooting a scene in a fancy hotel bedroom for our honeymoon. The props department had put a deep red, plush, satin bedspread on and it was super slippery. I was in the bed, having a conversation with Larkin as Sky, and he was sitting on the side of the bed. The camera was on me and while I was talking, Larkin slipped off the bedspread to the floor! I did not look at him, but kept my eyes facing where he was “supposed to be” before he fell, and continued my dialogue. He gave his reply from off the bed as he scrambled back up, camera still on ME. I gave my reply, but by the time it was his line again, he was back on the bed so the camera cut to him, then back to me for my tag shot and BOOM, we finished the scene! The crew went wild! Larkin and I laughed ourselves silly during the commercial break and then it was back to business.


After Larkin’s character, Jeff Brown, got killed off, Edge decided to bring him back a month or so later as the real Sky. We were just beginning the new story when Larkin was struck by a hit-and-run driver in New York and was hospitalized with serious injuries. He returned to the set quickly after a couple months of recuperation from a shattered leg, shoulder fracture and internal injuries. He was in a wheelchair and also used crutches, so they would shoot him either sitting or standing from the waist up. Soaps were used to that since many times they had to shoot pregnant actresses that way when they didn’t want a pregnancy in the storyline.


We had a scene together in Geraldine’s apartment, which was going to be the first time Sky and Raven kissed since the Jeff Brown/Switzerland story. They were having an intense argument because the real Sky booted Raven out of the Whitney mansion and stripped her of everything the fake Sky had bought for her, including jewelry and furs. We were standing up, facing each other and Raven slapped him. Larkin was supposed to grab me and kiss me, but I wasn’t thinking and was a bit too far from him and he couldn’t move with his full leg cast, so he leaned forward and made a wild grab at me with both hands and pulled me to him. It looked quite passionate on camera and the crew whistled and cheered after the cut. But I had almost made him fall over!


On the final day of The Edge of Night, Sky and Raven are having a party in the Whitney Mansion, everyone is there, and they go into the foyer for what would be their last kiss. THAT KISS! I can still taste that kiss from Larkin. Then the doorbell rings, we open the front door and step into a new mystery that will never be seen. It was a painful day, but neither of us ever forgot how lucky we had it — being able to work together in that wonderfully creative environment with a fabulous cast, crew and staff laughing every day. I know I speak for Larkin as well, when I say it was the best experience of our professional lives.


FANS SAY:


As far as I am concerned, Raven, Sky, Gunther and Geraldine were the heart and best part of EON. Anytime Raven is at the forefront, it’s an entertaining episode!!...





The first time I saw Raven on screen I was mesmerized. She marched in the courtroom after a 6 month absence to testify at the Draper Scott trial. Now, that was an entrance and it hooked me instantly. Also, that episode when Kim Hunter’s character referred to Raven as that “bird woman!” Classic!....


Sky & Raven were my favorite soap opera couple as a teenager. The actors truly had chemistry together….


My memories of Raven and Sky was that at some point we weren’t sure if Sky was Sky or if he was someone else….


That scene where Sky admits to Raven that he is really Jeff Brown is one of my favorite scenes ever. Raven....OMG.....loved your portrayal of this flirty, fun, gold-digger with the heart of gold….


Got to love Raven saying the real Sky can’t just appear and take everything she has when she did that very same thing. Raven logic….


I was a senior in high school. During study hall, my fellow students would talk about the adventures of Luke and Laura on General Hospital. I was not a GH fan so I never chimed in on their conversations. But then, in January 1981, my fellow students, both girls and boys alike, started to talk about my favorite soap: The Edge of Night. At that time, the show was wrapping up an intriguing mystery about who murdered Eliot Dorn. The story was coming to a chilling climax, with the killer, Molly Sherwood, seemingly murdering Raven and then attempting to snuff out April Scott. Suddenly, my classmates weren’t talking about GH. They were obsessed with Edge. And it was that storyline that led to the most memorable scene involving Raven. As Molly attempts to stage April’s suicide, she heads from the Scotts’ basement upstairs to the kitchen to grab a chair to aid in her diabolical plan. As she opens the door to the kitchen, as lightning crackles and thunder booms, a very much alive Raven is standing there shrouded in a fur coat. A startled and terrified Molly loses her balance and topples down the stairs to her death. And Raven just stands there, silent, smug, victorious. It’s a stunning conclusion to a complex whodunit….


There are so many great moments. Raven trying to get between Geraldine and Nadine. The custody trial with her and Logan over Jamie were two of the best….


Raven: Smiling and Scheming….


Raven was wild!!!:)


WHERE ARE THEY NOW? (as told by Sharon Gabet): 


In 2015, I was asked to do a podcast about my soap roles in the 80s and I agreed, even though my life had taken quite a turn since my dozen years on daytime. I had three children, one of them diagnosed with autism, and my creative focus had turned to alternative healing work, yoga, meditation and writing. I was just about to publish my second book – my first being an autobiographical book on psychological healing called From the Raven to the Dove – so I thought the podcast was perfect timing. Afterwards, I was told there was still a small, but passionate Edge of Night fan base on social media and that I should check that out. I started a Facebook page and began posting from my massive soap and 80s New York photo collection as well as YouTube videos of old Edge shows. I did it with great love, but also with a sense of humor about them and we all laughed and laughed. Many old cast members joined in the fun and pretty soon Larkin Malloy showed up. I hadn’t seen or spoken to him since 1985!


Larkin and I rekindled our friendship and spent many hours on the phone and Skype, catching up. Thirty years had gone by, but it was like we had just spoken yesterday. We laughed and cried together for months and joined each other in commenting on the Edge shows as I posted them. Then in September of 2016, right before Larkin was to fly out to California for a visit, he had a massive heart attack during his birthday celebratory dinner. 


I had just spoken to him the night before so Alan Coates (Larkin’s best friend who played the spy Ian Devereaux on Edge in 1982-83), who was with him for dinner and had his phone, called and told me the tragic news. He died five days later. I was crushed. But I do know that our reconnection and watching those Edge shows together with that loving, hilarious Facebook group lifted Larkin’s spirits tremendously. He was so pleased that most of our work had been captured and posted on YouTube. His final year was filled with love, mutual admiration and joy. Clips and more at: https://www.youtube.com/c/SharonRoseGabet
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(Photo of Jill Lorie Hurst, Crystal Chappell and 
Ellen Wheeler courtesy of Alan Locher)





MEMORABLE MOMENT: 


Olivia and Natalia fall in love (Guiding Light, 2009)


BACKGROUND: 


When mogul Alan wanted his long-lost son, Gus (Ricky Paull Goldin), to stay away from first love and mother of his child, Natalia (Jessica Leccia), he coerced Olivia (Crystal Chappell), mother of Emma (Jacqueline Tsirkin), Alan’s other grandchild, into keeping the couple apart. Olivia ended up developing genuine feelings for Gus. While Gus made plans to marry Natalia, he also comforted Olivia over the news that, unless she got a heart transplant, she wouldn’t have long to live. Tragically, Gus’ death is what ultimately got Olivia a heart – his. Eager to aid the woman Gus had loved, Olivia helped Natalia hire a lawyer for her son, Rafe (E.J. Bonilla). Natalia moved in to help with Emma while Olivia was recovering, and formed a tight bond both with the little girl and, after a great deal of bickering… her mother.


BEHIND THE SCENES: 


Jill Lorie Hurst (Co-Headwriter): The tale of Natalia and Olivia was a classic, timeless love story. Two people are thrown together by circumstances beyond their control. They start out pretty much hating each other, but slowly start to depend on one another. They start to trust. A friendship develops. They laugh and cry together, protect and defend each other. As time goes by they realize – are shocked by – the fact that they have fallen in love. There are a million reasons for this love story not to have a happy ending but Natalia and Olivia overcome the obstacles and end up happily together at the end. It’s classic. The only twist was the fact that the two romantic leads were women, something that hadn’t yet been done on Guiding Light.


(Executive Producer) Ellen Wheeler created this story when Ricky Paull Goldin decided to leave GL. After some consideration, Ellen decided to kill the character of Gus. Natalia would allow her nemesis, Olivia, to have his heart. Take it from there… Some people don’t like killing any character on a soap, but I believe that the death can be as important as the life, if it shakes up the town and spins great story for the characters left behind. This was one of those cases. 


The writing team, the producing staff and the actors fell in love with the story the moment it was pitched. The network and P&G were a little more cautious, but they never told us NOT to tell it. Their hesitation didn’t really hurt the story because we played the emotional beats full out from day one until the last episode. Committing to and telling a slow building love story was a joy. Not rushing them into a romance allowed us to have a wonderful time with every moment. Everyone working on the show became invested in the couple! We had a great time figuring out who would support their love and who would oppose them. While it was a big, operatic story emotionally, it allowed us to play a lot of small, real moments – and we found plenty of room for humor. Both Crystal and Jessica are wonderful dramatic actresses, but are also very funny. We had a great time playing the reactions of the many disappointed men in Springfield when they found out these two beautiful women loved each other. Poor Rick (Michael O’Leary), Frank (Frank Dicopolous), Matt (Kurt McKinney), Josh (Robert Newman)…! 


It was very gratifying to find out how much Olivia and Natalia’s love story meant to our audience. One of the many great things about daytime was the close relationship we developed with our audience. They let us know what moved them – over the years we’ve all heard from people because of Lillian’s (Tina Sloan) cancer story, Harley’s (Beth Ehlers) teen pregnancy, Holly (Maureen Garrett) and Fletcher’s (Jay Hammer) baby who was born with Down Syndrome… this was one of the many GL stories the audience felt moved to speak out about. They are still talking about it, which is a testament to two terrific actresses and some very heartfelt storytelling.


Someone recently asked me if I had a favorite line from this story and I do! It was spoken to Olivia and Natalia by Olivia’s little daughter Emma – during a school trip to clean up a park. “Come on. What are you waiting for?” (On air, there’s an added line from Olivia instead of ending on Emma, but that’s the fun of collaboration!) I’m glad we had the chance to tell this story. When you know something’s right, go for it. Don’t wait. 


FANS SAY: 


For me, a defining moment in soap was the Otalia storyline on GL. Not only did they tackle homophobia, but they tackled religion, faith, trust, spirituality and the acceptance of love when you feel unlovable. It was such a great journey to watch these two women go from adversaries, to friends, to an honest couple in love. Just as the feelings between these two women changed, my feelings toward homosexuality and acceptance changed as well. I laughed, I cried, and I cheered for Otalia. I feel that I am a better person because of Otalia, and because of GL... and for me, that is monumental….


The Otalia storyline was well written to the point that you felt yourselves slipping off into the story as if these characters were people you knew in your day to day life. The casting couldn’t have been better either. Crystal Chappell and Jessica Leccia made you want the characters to succeed and I loved every minute of it. It will always be a timeless love story….


I had been watching The Guiding Light since I was little (about 1980) because my mom also watched The Guiding Light.  There have been a lot of stories that I have loved on that soap like Roger & Holly & others, but NOTHING can compare to what Otalia did for me. I consider myself just like Natalia. I was an ACTIVE Catholic & my faith is still very important to me. I fell in love with a woman though & even left my husband for her.  It was such a beautiful story that was actually going on in real life for me!!!….


I’m a daytime soap fan for over 25 years, and this is the first time that I can say that I was truly invested in a soap. Whether that was because of the addition of the wider online community that I became involved with or not, the story was amazingly well written, and because of the slow build, reminiscent of the early writing on building super-couples. I became invested in the characters and the storyline. While other soaps have had GLB characters on them (AMC, OLTL, ATWT), GL’s Otalia drew me in like none before. Furthermore, I identified with many aspects of both Olivia and Natalia and for me that is what kept me. It wasn’t anything grand, it was the small things that said this was a regular family, doing regular things, looking after Emma, worrying about health and other issues... and really that was even before they admitted that they loved each other. So, when that did happen, they could face it because they’ve gone through so much together up until then. There were occasional missteps, but I still maintain that it was one of the best storylines on daytime – and really also primetime – that I have ever seen.
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