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This is a work of nonfiction written for children.  

All information is presented for educational and entertainment purposes.

Football Wonderkids is a book series concept.

Intro

Hello soccer/football fan,

you’re holding something very special in your hands: a book full of football dreams.

This isn’t just about goals, tricks, and trophies. It’s about the stories of kids who started out small – just like you. With a ball in the garden, on the playground, or in a little sports hall. Back then, nobody knew they would one day become world stars. But they already had a dream.

Sometimes the road was tough: injuries, homesickness, setbacks. But they all had one thing in common: they never gave up. They believed in themselves, trained hard, and never lost the joy of playing football. That’s exactly what made them the great players who inspire millions of people around the world today.

And you know what? You can live your dream, too. Every great star once began with their very first training session – just like you.

To make things even more exciting, our mascot Maily will guide you through this book.

Maily shows up in every chapter, asks you questions, shares funny facts, and reminds you: even the greatest footballers were once children who just wanted to play.

This book is meant to give you courage. Courage to believe in yourself when things get tough. Courage to dream big. And courage to keep playing – no matter how many setbacks there are. Because every football dream can come true.

So get comfortable, turn the first page, and join our football wonderkids on their journey from the playground to the big stadium.

Your WONDERKIDS UNIVERSE

Where football dreams hit the net
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Maily: Your Wonderkids Guide
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Woof! I’m Maily — your football buddy in this book.

I’ll be with you in every chapter, cheering you on and showing how young players grow into real football heroes.

Between the chapters, I’ll introduce you to some of the greatest players from many different eras — legends every fan should know.

And psst... there are surprises waiting, so keep your eyes open!

Enjoy the magic of Football Wonderkids— let’s start our adventure together! 

The First Contact

THE WING OF LIGHTNING

The stadium lights blaze across the pitch as Alphonso Davies stands near the sideline, waiting for the ball. The air is electric. Fans wave red and white banners, chanting his name in one rolling wave that echoes through the night sky. A midfielder sends a long pass arcing high above the grass, and Davies bursts forward. In an instant, he transforms from a calm figure into a streak of pure speed. His legs move so fast they blur, and the defenders who had been marking him suddenly look like they are running in slow motion. Davies cushions the ball with one smooth touch, cuts sharply inside, and accelerates again. The crowd rises as one, feeling the shift of energy. “Go, Phonzy!” someone shouts from the front row. He glides past one defender, then another, shifting the ball with perfect control as his boots skim the turf. Reaching the box, he lifts his head, picks out the far corner, and fires. The net ripples. The stadium explodes. Cameras flash like stars across the sky. Broadcasters shout his name into microphones, and fans hug strangers in celebration. Davies grins, spreading his arms wide as his teammates sprint toward him. The world sees a superstar in full flight — a player with speed like lightning and a heart that shines even brighter.

A MEMORY THAT NEVER LEFT

As his teammates celebrate around him, another image flickers in Davies’s mind — a tiny boy playing football on uneven dirt fields far from the roaring stadiums of Europe. He remembers running barefoot in the warm African sun, laughing as he chased a worn-out ball with kids from the neighborhood. He remembers the long journey his family made to find safety and a new life. He remembers arriving in Canada, still shy and unsure, yet full of hope. And he remembers the moment football became more than a game — it became his path, his joy, his chance to fly. With every step he takes now, he carries those memories with him, reminders of how far he has come and how high he can still rise.
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Chapter 1 – Childhood 
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A Beginning Far From the Stadium Lights

Long before Alphonso Davies sprinted down world-class pitches, his story began in a place far from the noise of stadiums and the brightness of cameras. He was born on November 2, 2000, in the Buduburam refugee camp in Ghana, a place filled with families who had fled the civil war in Liberia. The camp was busy and loud, with children running through dusty paths, people cooking outdoors, and small shops made from wooden boards. Life was challenging. Water was limited, and homes were small and simple. But even in these difficult surroundings, young Alphonso found joy. Everywhere he went, he carried a smile that lit up his face. His parents, Deborah and Jerry, worked hard every day to keep their children safe and hopeful. They dreamed of a better future, one where Alphonso and his siblings could go to school, play freely, and grow up without fear. They encouraged him to stay positive, to be kind, and to help others whenever he could. Even as a toddler, he loved running. He ran to catch birds, to chase other kids, and simply because it made him laugh. When he found an old, worn-out football, everything changed. He kicked it along the paths of the camp, dribbling around stones and dodging puddles after heavy rain. The ball became his treasure, and the camp’s open spaces became his first football fields.

A New Life in Canada

When Alphonso was five, his family received life-changing news: they were approved to move to Canada as refugees. The journey was long, but the moment they stepped off the plane in Edmonton, Alberta, everything felt new — the cold air, the bright streets, the peaceful neighborhoods. For the first time, Alphonso saw snow, and he touched it with wide eyes before laughing loudly as it melted in his hand. His parents worked long hours in cleaning and service jobs to build a new life. Meanwhile, Alphonso began school and quickly became one of the most energetic kids in his class. Teachers noticed that he was polite, friendly, and always ready to help. When recess came, he sprinted to the playground with a ball under his arm. He played in thick winter jackets, on icy fields, and sometimes even in heavy boots, but nothing slowed him down. He loved the freedom Canada offered — open parks, safe streets, and schools that encouraged sports. At home, the Davies family lived in a modest apartment filled with warmth. Alphonso shared a room with his siblings, filling the space with laughter, video games, and stories from school. His parents taught him to be thankful, reminding him how far they had come. “Work hard, stay kind,” his mother often said. “We came here for a better life. Make the most of it.”
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