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The pounding on the front door of my Port of Albany loft startled me awake from out of rare sound sleep. Something that pissed me off to no end due to the fact that I’d been in the midst of one of those equally rare, but so goddamned wonderful dreams where I’m getting naked with the Asian American receptionist who works for my dentist. 

We were locked in some non-descript hotel room, and she was taking off her shirt and exposing milky white breasts that were stuffed into a black lace bra. It was all I could do to unbuckle my belt with one hand and pull her into me, so that my lips met hers with the other.

“Ohhhhh, Mr. Moonlight,” the long, black haired Asia beauty whispered in my ear, “me love you for so very, very long time.” 

“Me too, China Doll,” I said. “I’m going to ravage you.” 

“Yes, Moonlight, yes! You ravage me now. All...of...me!” 

Then, bang, bang, bang, on the industrial steel door and I’m wide awake in my empty bed. Swinging my legs around, I slipped out of bed in my boxer shorts and naked torso. Since it was September, the nights were getting cooler and my loft in the old brick building on the Hudson River was downright cold. It felt like I was walking on ice cubes in my bare feet. 

More pounding on the door. 

“Just a goddamned minute!” I barked. 

I went to the heavy wood door, unlocked the dead bolt, and slid it open along its tracks only as far as the attached chain would allow. 

“Mr. Moonlight,” a short, heavily bearded man said. “Detective Miller said you were the best. That I should come to you right away.”

I shook some of the sleep (and the three double shots of Jameson) out of my head. 

“Detective Miller, huh?” I said, picturing the tall, clean shaven, dapper, jar-headed senior homicide detective. 

That’s when I noticed his eyes shifting from my face to my mid-section. I followed his eyes all the way down and discovered that I was sporting a huge hard-on. It was funny in a way, because I was sort of proud of it. A man of my years should only be so lucky. But at the same time, who wants to be sporting wood in front of another dude? 

I looked him in the eyes. 

“Happens,” I said. 

“Sorry,” he said, as if it was his fault.

“Never you mind,” I said. “I just gotta pee is all.”

I gave him a total once over and turned on my rusty but ever dependable built-in shit detector. Like I said, he was short, kind of frumpy, if not unkept. He also looked like he hadn’t slept since the Obama administration. His hair was dark and thick, but also kind of greasy. It matched his beard. His appearance was the complete opposite of my mostly shaved scalp and perpetual five o’clock shadow. His blue suit was a little too big for him, and the cuffs on his trousers hung too low on top of his brown Florsheim shoes.

Like I said, I could tell he hadn’t slept a wink all night. I could also smell nothing incriminating on his breath. No booze, that is. In the end, he seemed tame enough to me and besides, he was likely to hire me, and God knows I needed the money. 

“Come on in,” I said. “It’s cold out and I gotta use the can.”

He nodded and stepped inside while I slid the door closed behind him. Then I hit the head on the opposite side of the big studio. When I was done, I slipped into a pair of Levis jeans that were lying in a pile on the end of my unmade bed. Since it was chilly outside the open industrial windows, and maybe verging on rain, I threw on a red pull-over. 

Glancing at my watch I saw that it was going on five in the morning. 

“Looks like I’m up for the day,” I said to myself, a slight wave of disappointment washing over me. An experienced gumshoe needs his rest. But not today. 

“I’m gonna throw on some coffee,” I said. “You want some?”

Frumpy Man shook his head and just stood there maybe a couple feet beyond the front door. His face was pale and judging by his pout, sad. Maybe he was a brooder. When he reached into his jacket, pulled out a pistol, pressed the barrel against his temple, and blew his brains out on the spot, I knew for certain he was not only a sad man. He was a desperate man too. 

God rest his soul. 
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Daylight was just beginning to illuminate the cloud cover to the east beyond the river. There was a slight drizzle coming down from a bitch of an overcast sky. I got the distinct feeling that Mother Nature was trying to tell me that summer in Albany was truly over. 

With that in mind, I pulled the bottle of Jameson from off the butcher block counter and poured a little into my second cup of coffee while Albany forensics took pictures of Frumpy Man’s body and the nasty blood puddle that would have to be professionally cleaned. That is, once the coroner arrived along with a mortician who would cart Mister Frumpy-Whoever-He-Was away to either the morgue for autopsy or straight to a funeral parlor, like the one I grew up in, for embalming. The most likely scenario in the case of a suicide was autopsy. 

When Albany Police Department, Chief Homicide Detective Nick Miller came through the door, careful not to step on the crime scene, I got another mug out, and poured him some coffee, and sweetened it with a full shot of whiskey. Without a word, I handed it to him. 

“Jobz,” I said, after a time. 

“What about him,” the detective said taking a careful sip of his coffee. 

“You could have sent this man to Steve Jobz, instead of waking me out of a beautiful dream and messing up my living space with a big puddle of blood, brains, and bones.” 

He cocked his head over his shoulder. 

“Shit happens,” he said. “And Jobz is too busy with another case right now.”

The Steve Jobz we were referring to was my only neighbor in the now abandoned Port of Albany. He was as good a private investigator as they come. His full last name was Jobzynski, but he’d shortened it for obvious reasons.  

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/scene_break.png





