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Football Wonderkids: Vinícius Júnior

Speed, Skill, and the Making of a Football Legend

Copyright

Copyright © 2026 Wonderkids Universe (Harald Sesselmann)

All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

This is a work of nonfiction written for children.  

All information is presented for educational and entertainment purposes.

Football Wonderkids is a book series concept.

Intro

Hello soccer/football fan,

you’re holding something very special in your hands: a book full of football dreams.

This isn’t just about goals, tricks, and trophies. It’s about the stories of kids who started out small – just like you. With a ball in the garden, on the playground, or in a little sports hall. Back then, nobody knew they would one day become world stars. But they already had a dream.

Sometimes the road was tough: injuries, homesickness, setbacks. But they all had one thing in common: they never gave up. They believed in themselves, trained hard, and never lost the joy of playing football. That’s exactly what made them the great players who inspire millions of people around the world today.

And you know what? You can live your dream, too. Every great star once began with their very first training session – just like you.

To make things even more exciting, our mascot Maily will guide you through this book.

Maily shows up in every chapter, asks you questions, shares funny facts, and reminds you: even the greatest footballers were once children who just wanted to play.

This book is meant to give you courage. Courage to believe in yourself when things get tough. Courage to dream big. And courage to keep playing – no matter how many setbacks there are. Because every football dream can come true.

So get comfortable, turn the first page, and join our football wonderkids on their journey from the playground to the big stadium.

Your WONDERKIDS UNIVERSE

Where football dreams hit the net
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Maily: Your Wonderkids Guide

[image: Maily spielt Fußball im Sonnenschein]

Woof! I’m Maily — your football buddy in this book.

I’ll be with you in every chapter, cheering you on and showing how young players grow into real football heroes.

Between the chapters, I’ll introduce you to some of the greatest players from many different eras — legends every fan should know.

And psst... there are surprises waiting, so keep your eyes open!

Enjoy the magic of Football Wonderkids— let’s start our adventure together! 

The First Contact

A Night of White Light and Pure Electricity

The Santiago Bernabéu trembled like a living creature. Tens of thousands of Real Madrid fans waved white flags that shimmered under the stadium lights, creating a glowing sea that stretched from corner to corner. The air buzzed with expectation — a Champions League night, the kind that feels like the whole world is watching. When the spotlight swept across the tunnel, a familiar figure stepped into the light: Vinícius Júnior, smiling with the confidence of a player who knows magic follows him wherever he goes. As he jogged toward the pitch, fans chanted his name in one booming voice. Kids in the stands pointed excitedly, trying to copy his dance moves. Cameras flashed. Drums thundered. And for a moment, everything felt suspended in time. Once the whistle blew, Vinícius burst forward with that unstoppable acceleration — the kind that makes defenders freeze and commentators shout his name. When he glided past the first defender, the crowd gasped. When he beat the second, the stadium roared. And when he curled a shot toward the top corner, every heartbeat in Madrid paused at once.

From São Gonçalo Streets to the World’s Biggest Stage

As Vinícius celebrated, arms wide, joy exploding from his smile, his mind drifted back for a split second — to the narrow streets of São Gonçalo, where he first learned to play with barefoot confidence. He remembered tiny footballs, worn-out courts, and the laughter of neighborhood kids cheering him on. He remembered his father driving him to training, his family supporting every dream, and the first scouts who whispered, “This boy is special.” Now he stood in the greatest stadium in the world, wearing the legendary white shirt, creating moments that children everywhere would repeat on school playgrounds the next morning.
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Chapter 1 – Childhood 
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Growing Up in a World Full of Joy and Football

Long before Vinícius Júnior ever stepped onto the bright grass of the Santiago Bernabéu, he ran through the warm, lively streets of São Gonçalo, a colorful city across the bay from Rio de Janeiro. His neighborhood wasn’t big or fancy, but it was full of life, music, laughter, and, above all, football. Every afternoon, children spilled into the streets with homemade balls, cheering loudly as they played small matches until the sun dipped behind the rooftops. Vinícius was always the smallest kid on the pitch, but he played with a fearless smile. He dribbled between friends, danced past older kids, and moved with a rhythm that looked almost musical. Neighbors leaned out of windows to watch him, smiling as they whispered, “That boy plays like he’s flying.” His parents supported him with love, teaching him kindness, respect, and humility. They didn’t have much, but they gave him everything that mattered: encouragement, warmth, and belief. Family dinners were loud and happy, filled with stories and jokes. Football was the heart of every conversation. Vinícius’ childhood was simple, bright, and full of dreams — and those dreams always involved a ball at his feet.

A Family Who Believed in His Future

From the moment he could walk, Vinícius treated the ball like a friend. His father, José, noticed his talent early. Whenever he saw little Vinícius making clever moves or kicking the ball with surprising precision, he called out proudly, “Meu filho, you are something special!” His mother, Tatiana, kept him grounded with gentle warmth. She reminded him to be polite, to treat others kindly, and to stay humble no matter how good he became. Vinícius grew up surrounded by relatives who believed in him. His cousins played football with him for hours, helping him improve his balance, speed, and tricks. And whenever the game ended, they laughed together, celebrating every fun moment like a victory. Family gatherings were full of music, dancing, and joy — a true Brazilian celebration. During these moments, Vinícius learned to love rhythm, movement, and expression. These childhood memories later shaped the way he plays: quick, joyful, expressive, and full of creativity. His family supported him not because they expected fame, but because they loved watching him smile. And that love became the foundation of his future success.

Discovering His Gift in the Neighborhood Matches

The streets of São Gonçalo acted as Vinícius’ first football school. Matches happened every day, sometimes with proper balls, sometimes with rolled-up socks or plastic bottles. Every object was a chance to learn. Vinícius developed lightning-fast feet, learned to dodge obstacles, and practiced dribbling through tiny spaces. Older kids challenged him, trying to stop him, but he escaped with clever turns and bursts of speed. His ability to change direction instantly left spectators amazed. Kids cheered when he scored. Adults applauded when he pulled off a skill they had never seen before. These street games taught him more than any classroom could. He learned creativity, courage, and freedom — the true essence of Brazilian football. Local coaches began noticing him too. One day, after watching Vinícius glide past opponents with effortless flair, a local coach approached his father and said, “He needs a real academy. He has something rare.” Those words sparked the next step in his journey. With excitement and nervousness, his father took him to train with a small local futsal team. The coaches there were amazed by his quick instincts and perfect timing. But the biggest change came when he caught the attention of Flamengo, one of the biggest clubs in Brazil. Their scouts saw a young boy with extraordinary talent and invited him for an evaluation. Vinícius was thrilled. His dream was growing wings.
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