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I often wonder if there is a place on the globe that
grips my imagination more than the County of Cornwall. There is
something mystical and intriguing about this beautiful gem of the
British Isles. Cornwall is a mythical place, a county of legends of
King Arthur and his men, wicked giants and beautiful mermaids.
There are fascinating stories of pirates and smugglers landing in
the dead of night, in one of the many coves under the cliffs, with
forbidden goods in their boats, spreading fear among the Cornish;
and the many ship wrecks along the coast, each with its own
story.
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The name “Cornwall” comes from “Cornovii” meaning
hill dwellers and “Waelas” meaning strangers. Interestingly enough
this same word gave Wales its name.

Cornwall is a major holiday destination in the
British Isles. Its beauty and the quaintness of its villages
attract thousands of visitors to its shores, in fact it’s said that
more than five million visitors visit this part of Britain every
year. It’s not only the “locals” that enjoy visiting here, but
tourists from all over the world enjoy the natural beauty and
antiquity of Cornwall. The people are so helpful and friendly that
a vacation in this county is a never-to-be-forgotten
experience.
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In spite of its beauty the Cornwall coast can become
very rugged and savage in places. The sea becomes wild in stormy
weather and this is why so many ships have sunk on this coast in
the past. Apparently there is a recorded wreck for every furlong
along the Cornish coast.
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The National Trust has been protecting the Cornish
coast for more than one hundred years. Because of this the coast is
mostly protected from development that will undermine its natural
wild unspoilt beauty. Cornwall would not be the same without its
spectacular rugged coastline. Just imagine high rise buildings
being erected in this area, it does not bear thinking about.

The Cornwall Tourist Information Offices are to be
found in many towns, where you will get free information about most
of the visitors’ attractions in the County. Many hotels, guest
houses and bed and breakfast establishments have brochures on offer
in the lobbies to give you an idea of how to spend your vacation.
It’s good to know what is on offer for tourists, so that you do not
go home missing out on some important local attraction.


​ Geography

The extreme south-western area of the British Isles
is known as Cornwall. This peninsula is surrounded on three sides
by a treacherous rocky coastline. It’s exposed to all the winds
that blow in from the Atlantic Ocean, which makes it very prone to
stormy weather. The north coast is more exposed to the winds than
the south side. Because of this exposure to the constant winds, the
north coast is far more rugged with deep valleys and sheer cliffs
that have been carved out through the centuries by the harsh winds
and the pounding waves.
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The coastline of Cornwall is about 435 miles long,
making it the longest coastline in Britain. You are never more than
20 miles from the sea anywhere in Cornwall.

The most southerly and westerly points in Great
Britain are both in Cornwall. The most southerly point is known as
The Lizard and the most westerly point is called The Land’s
End.
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