
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


NEEDED TRUTH 

VOLUME II

1889-90

EDITED BY 

J. A. BOSWELL, JOHN BROWN, W. H. HUNTER, C. M. LUXMOORE.

They read in the book, in the law of God, distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading (Neh.8:8)

Volumes originally available from:

London:

C. M. LUXMOORE,

529, BATTERSEA PARK ROAD, S.W.

AND 8, FORE ST., E.C. (First Floor) 

Glasgow:

THE: PUBLISHING OFFICE,

180, BUCHANAN STREET.

Manchester:

A. HEYWOOD & SONS,

56, 68, OLDHAM ST.

Needed Truth is now published by:

Hayes Press Christian Resources

The Barn, Flaxlands

Royal Wootton Basset

Wiltshire. SN4 8DY

www.hayespress.org

All Scripture references, unless otherwise stated, are from the Revised Version (Public Domain).



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


THE COMING OF THE LORD FOR HIS CHURCH - WILL IT BE BEFORE OR AFTER THE GREAT TRIBULATION? (A.J. HOLIDAY)
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The first covenant had ordinances of divine service and a worldly sanctuary" (Heb.9:1). The whole economy - the house, the priesthood, the altar, the offerings - was divinely appointed. Every detail was carried out "as the Lord commanded Moses," and according to the pattern showed to him in the mount. Yet when speaking to the woman of Sychar, the Lord Jesus said to her, "The hour cometh when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet in Jerusalem, worship the Father" (Jn 4:21); and again, "The hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him." 

An entirely new dispensation was about to be introduced, and with it the distinction between Jew and Gentile was to disappear, as far, at least, as concerned the people of God. "He is our peace," wrote the Apostle Paul to the Ephesian saints, "who hath made both" (Jew and Gentile) "one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us: ... for to make in Himself of twain one new man, so making peace (Eph.2:14-15).”  In the past dispensation the grand distinction was between Jew and Gentile: the Jew, in covenant relationship with God; the Gentile, afar off. But now all that believed ceased to be either Jew or Gentile, and became members of that one Body, "where there is neither Greek, nor Jew, circumcision, nor uncircumcision" (Col.3:11).  For this new dispensation the Lord Jesus gave His commandments, and these commandments entirely displaced all the regulations of the Mosaic economy, and were to endure to the end of the age (Matt.28:18-20). 

So long, then, as that Body is incomplete; so long as believing ones are being baptized in the one Spirit into that one Body; or, in other words, so long as the present age or dispensation endures; there can be no restoration of an earthly sanctuary, owned by JEHOVAH as His house, or of earthly sacrifices, accepted by Him as a savour of a sweet smell.  The difficulties to be surmounted by those who teach that the saints of this dispensation are to pass through the great tribulation are many and grave; but perhaps there is none graver than the contradiction of the above plain statements of Scripture which their belief involves. They cannot deny that when the Lord Jesus comes again to earth, as Son of man, to destroy the Antichrist and to set up His own kingdom, He will find a rebuilt temple, where the daily burnt offering has once again been offered to God. 

Not only so; it is impossible to question that both the temple and the sacrifices offered there will have been owned by God, and that on account of a company of believing Jews, who have been brought into covenant relationship to God, and who have had a full and intelligent understanding of His purposes.  Now if the present age is to run right on to the time of the descent of the Lord Jesus upon the Mount of Olives, every Jew who believes, down to the last moment before that descent, will cease to be a Jew, and will be incorporated into the Body and will belong to the Church. Who are those, then, that are offering sacrifices in a rebuilt temple at Jerusalem? We get landed in utter confusion, that only becomes worse confounded as we attempt to extricate ourselves.  We have said that it is not denied that there will be a temple and an altar at Jerusalem, owned as His by God, when the Lord Jesus returns to earth. 

It will be well, however, to show from the Word of God that this is so; and also to prove, in like manner, that there will be at that time a believing remnant of Jews, with whom God will have entered into covenant. Let us turn first to Mal.3:1, where we find the whole thing. A temple, which is called the Lord's house; a waiting people, whose delight is in the Lord; and the Lord coming to them in the character of Messenger of the covenant. Again, at the close of the chapter, we have the same people, described as those that feared the Lord and thought upon His Name (Mal.3:16). "And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in the day that I do make, even a peculiar treasure" (Mal.3:17, RV). The day that God will make is the day of His wrath and vengeance (cf. vv.1 & 3 of Mal.4). But while it will be a day of destruction to His enemies, He adds (v.2): "But unto you that fear My Name shall the Sun of righteousness arise, with healing in His wings."

Be it noticed that the scene of all this is laid in Jerusalem, and that then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of old, while the sons of Levi shall be purified and fitted for all their former functions. This, indeed, will be after the Lord has come; but previous to His coming the despisers and those that fear the Lord will be together in Jerusalem, while the temple is called His temple. We find the same thing in Zeph.3 Jerusalem is rebellious and polluted; but the Lord addresses a-remnant, who are to wait for Him, till He gathers the nations and assembles the kingdoms, to pour upon them His indignation.  Turning to Dan.11, we get considerable detail about the God-fearing remnant. In Dan.11:21 the wicked king appears on the scene, and in the two verses following we get reference to the league that he is to make with the Jews (see Dan.9:27), while he himself is called the prince of the covenant! 

But this chapter tells us of another covenant, which, together with the persons who have entered into it, is the special object of this wicked king's hatred. This covenant is called " the holy covenant" (see Dan.9:28,30,32), while those who are loyal to it are called the "understanding ones" (Heb. Maschilim, the same word as in Dan.12:3 - "they that be wise"). Some will forsake the covenant, after having made profession of allegiance to it, and the wicked king will corrupt such with his flatteries. The understanding ones will seek to instruct the many; but the multitude will fail to profit by their instructions, and will fall by sword, flame and captivity. The daily sacrifice will have been restored, but will now be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate will be set up.  Now let all this be compared with Matt.24. There the Lord is addressing a little company of men, in reply to their own questions as to the signs of His coming again. These men were Jews, but they had believed in Him, and were consequently the objects of the suspicion and enmity of their brethren. 

To them, in the representative character they then bore, the Lord addresses instructions for the guidance and help of those who should be placed in like circumstances immediately before His coming to earth again. The turning-point of the whole of that dark and perilous time will be when the abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel the prophet, is set up in the holy place (see v.15). This identifies the two passages in Dan.11 and Matt.24 What will make those men of the holy covenant to be understanding ones, so that they will escape while others perish? Just the fact that they will have Matt.24 for their guide, and the moment they see the antichrist image set up in the temple, they will flee to the mountains, as the Lord had bidden them. The Lord here calls the temple "the holy place"; and again in 2 Thess.2:4, in direct connection with the setting up of the abomination of desolation, it is called the " temple of God."  All these scriptures need to be carefully considered and compared. Many more might be added, but we think abundant proof has been given of the point we started with. 

That in the days immediately preceding the coming of the Lord Jesus to earth, as Son of man, there will be a temple at Jerusalem in which the daily sacrifice will be offered, and that God will own the temple and accept the sacrifice. There will be a believing remnant of Jews, who will have owned Jesus of Nazareth as their Saviour and Messiah, and to whom, when He comes, it will be as One they had waited for and delighted in. They will have entered into a holy covenant with the Lord, and they will have understanding of His purposes and of what is coming to pass, so that they will escape to a place of safety during the last awful days of the tribulation.  But these are not of the Church the Body of Christ. Had they believed while the Church was on earth, while the present dispensation was still enduring, they would have ceased to be Jews, and could have had no part in the temple worship or sacrifice. The two things cannot exist together on the earth. While the Body is still in process of formation, there can be no sanctuary on earth owned by God, for all who believe are one in Christ. But the Lord will descend in the clouds, and we shall be caught up to meet Him in the air (1 Thess.4:17). 

Then, while we are away with Him, all the events we have been glancing at will have their fulfilment on the earth, and Jews and Gentiles who believe in that interval will keep their respective positions. At the close of those events the Lord will come to earth, and then He shall consume that Wicked One with the Spirit of His mouth. Then all Judah and Jerusalem shall look on Him whom they had pierced, and own Him at last; but only those of them who had believed without seeing will be able to say, " This is the Lord: we have waited for Him; we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation."  
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THE COMING OF THE LORD FOR HIS CHURCH - WILL IT BE BEFORE OR AFTER THE GREAT TRIBULATION? (C.M. LUXMOORE)  
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They who enjoyed the love of the Lord Jesus Christ during the days of His flesh were comforted by Him when the hour of His departure drew near with the sweet promise, "If I go, ... I come again, and I will receive you unto Myself" (Jn 14:3). And we who in later times have believed on Him have become partakers of the same precious hope (Eph.4:4) -the hope of His personal coming for those who are "in Christ." For this too He looks, joyfully anticipating the moment when He shall present to Himself glorious the Church which He loved and for which He gave Himself (Eph.5:25,27).  But besides this, "We know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now," (Rom.8:22) and that "the earnest expectation of the creation waiteth for the revelation of the sons of God" (Rom.8:19). How as we look around today we can echo the cry of Asaph, "The dark places of the earth are full of the habitations of cruelty" (Ps.124:20). 

And does not the bitter wail of human woe, does not the deep murmur of brute suffering, reach the ears of our Saviour God? We know it does. Social reformers may cry out in indignation at cruelty to children or cruelty to animals; they may expose the infamy of "sweating," or denounce the atrocities of the Turks. All their efforts can but fail, or at the most have but a very partial and insignificant success; but there sits to-day upon the throne of God the Man of Sorrows, with a feeling, human heart. He waits, He longs for the coming day of God's good time, when Himself shall save the children of the needy, when Himself shall break in pieces the oppressors. For He shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no helper; ... and precious shall their blood be in His sight (Ps.72).  

For the correct answering of the question at the head of these articles, it is well to keep distinctly before the mind the two purposes which our Lord has before Him for accomplishment. First, He has to keep His promise, "If I go, I come," a promise given to a few disciples in private on the eve of His death, accompanied by another promise, that He would send a Comforter to abide with them in the meanwhile (Jn 14:16). They who were together on the Day of Pentecost received this latter promise (Acts 2:1-4), even the Holy Spirit, who is also the pledge of the former promise being fulfilled. Moreover, they who were together on the Day of Pentecost and received the Spirit were in that Spirit immersed into one Body (1 Cor.12:13), builded together as one Church (Matt.16:18).

Into this Body have been immersed, into this Church have been builded, from then till now, Jews and Gentiles, bond and free, being believers, who have likewise received the Holy Spirit of the Promise, which is a pledge of our inheritance until the redemption of the Possession be fully consummated (Eph.1:13-14).  So that by His precious gift of the Holy Spirit, whereby we are united with all (living or sleeping) who are in Christ, the All-gracious Head has pledged to us the same blessed word: "I am coming, and will receive you unto Myself." Firstly, then, He has before Him this promise to fulfill.  Secondly, He has to fulfill the prophecies concerning Himself as the Son of David and the Son of Abraham, as the Seed of the Woman and the Son of man. He has to take His place as earth's rightful monarch; He has to assume the scepter of Judah in the land of Palestine.

Concerning these things the Scriptures abound with instruction, but the Word of Truth must be rightly divided between them. And ere we can expect to learn whether the Great Tribulation or aught else intervenes between their accomplishment we must first clearly discriminate between them. We shall find the passages which refer to the Lord's coming for His Church generally pretty easy to distinguish from those which refer to His coming as for the earth and earthly blessing, and the contrasting of a few of these respectively will serve to pave the way for the consideration of the question we have to answer.  An attentive perusal of the first letter of Paul to the church of Thessalonians in the light of Acts 17 will clearly demonstrate concerning the Thessalonian believers: 


(1) That they looked for the return of the Lord as that which might take place at any moment (1 Thess.1:10). 

(2) That they were not looking for any sign to first come and forewarn of His coming. 

(3) That Paul does not in the faintest way hint or suggest that they were in error hereabout. 

(4) That they feared that those who had been put to sleep by Jesus would miss the blessedness of welcoming the Lord when He came. 

(5) That this, being a mistake, was corrected by Paul (1 Thess.4:13-18). Therefore:

(6), That they were right in expecting the Lord at any moment from heaven, and in not looking for a sign to precede His coming.  



On the other hand, in the accounts of the coming of the Christ contained in the Gospel of the Son of David (according to Matthew), Matt.24, and the Gospel of the Son of man (according to Luke), Lk.21, there are definite and repeated allusions to signs which must precede that coming, signs of a most distinct and unmistakable character, tribulation of unparalleled severity, darkening of the sun and moon, etc., etc.  Again, when we read the detailed information as to the coming of the Lord for which we look, we learn that we shall meet the Lord IN THE AIR. (1 Thess.4:17) Whereas we are told distinctly in regard to His coming to fulfill the Israelitish prophecies that His feet shall stand in that day UPON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, and the Mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof (Zech.14:3-4).  Thus of necessity it follows that we are first caught up to meet Him, as 1 Thess.4:16-17, has it, and that afterwards He comes to the earth. 

What may intervene between these two events we have so far but hinted at; but this we hold to have already proved, and proved beyond all doubt, that the coming of the Lord is twofold. First, He comes to mid-air and meets His Church. Later, He comes to the earth with His Church to fulfill the prophecies concerning Him. Moreover, we have shown that the coming to mid-air for the Church is set before us in Scripture as a present hope. Whereas the coming of the Son of man to the earth is to be preceded by clear and unmistakable signs. 
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THE COMING OF THE LORD FOR HIS CHURCH – WILL IT BE BEFORE OR AFTER THE GREAT TRIBULATION (W.H. HUNTER)
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In the revelation of the mystery - kept in silence through times eternal, but now manifested for the obedience of faith - it will be found that although parts of the revealing Scriptures appear involved and difficult in respect of “things to come," yet that certain lines of truth, lines well defined and clearly marked, run through the whole; and it will further be found that in prophetic study the measure of understanding of the truth and of discernment of the mind of God will depend upon the measure of discernment of these leading lines, and that upon them the details of the whole mighty and amazing scheme have been elaborated.  

A wayfaring man who tarries in a strange city, and who wishes to acquire some competency of knowledge of its streets and squares, does wisely if he confines his earlier investigations to the main thoroughfares, the great trunk lines of road and highway, leaving to a time of greater experience and familiarity his exploration of the more detailed features of the place. So the godly inquirer, who would be in the counsel of the Most High as to the course of future events, does well if he seeks first of all to apprehend the points, the landmarks, through which the leading lines of distinction in the one great plan may be assuredly known.  

Failure to apprehend such lines led, some two and a half centuries ago, earnest men in this country to take to themselves, in all their literalness, words which had been written for times which are still in the future, and for circumstances which have not yet arrived, and with the high praises of God in their mouth (as they said) and long broadswords in their hands to smite with vigour those they conceived to be the enemies of God and of the truth, until their weapons ran red with their fellows' blood. Failure to apprehend such lines has led, since then, to an endless confounding of things that differ, and leads now to the oft-repeated question as to the coming of the Lord for the Church - will it be before or after the Great Tribulation?  

We would suggest one or two points through which the lines of distinction drawn as to the coming of Christ may be apprehended, and, which followed out might consign to the limbo of defunct difficulties the question thus stated:

OF TITULAR DISTINCTION 

That is, of the difference of Title of the Coming One.  Here there is no difficulty. In the four Gospels the most frequently recurring title of the Word made flesh is "the Son of man"; that is, the representative of humanity, and especially of humanity in its typical form, its Jewish mould: and such was Christ in the flesh.  Up to a certain definite point, when everything changed, the coming foretold in the Gospels is emphatically the COMING OF THE SON OF MAN SO much so that the Lord Himself, up to this definite point, invariably speaks of it in the third person - "when the Son of man cometh," not "when I come."   It is most notable that from the time at which He sat down at the right-hand of the Majesty on high the title "Son of man" was only once applied to the risen Christ, and that under circumstances entirely exceptional.  

The expression was used by Stephen (Acts 7:56) at the moment when the former rejection of the Christ as on earth by the Jewish people culminated in their latter rejection of Him as in the heavens, when, by the Spirit of God He again sent unto them: and in it Stephen linked together that former and that latter Jewish rejection.  The term was never used after that day​[1]; it is to be found no more in the Acts of the Apostles; it never occurs in the Epistles; it is clear that it has no connection with the present dispensation, that it is not applicable to the relationship of Christ to the Church.  In the Epistles, the coming for which saints looked and waited then, and-if in the counsel of God-look and wait still, is that of the "Lord Jesus Christ," (1 Cor.1:7; 2 Pet.1:16) of "Christ," (1 Cor.15:23) of "the Lord" (1 Thess.4:15-23) Or at times His Coming (1 Jn 2:28) is referred to in terms of affectionate impersonality, as though there was no other than Him in all the universe.  

Men speak now of "THE COMING OF THE LORD," and they speak correctly: they have learned the term from the Epistles. But so speaking, their words are of that which is totally different from "THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN.” In the first case, the title has a distinct relationship to the Church, the coming is for the Church; in the second, there is no Church relationship in the title, and none in the Coming.  

OF CIRCUMSTANTIAL DISTINCTION

That is, of the difference of the accompanying circumstances.  The definite point at which the Lord Jesus ceased to speak of His Coming in the third person, and from which He spoke of it as in the first, was also the period at which He first spoke of it as being FOR His saints, was after He had instituted the Lord's Supper - that characteristically Church feast - and when in anticipation He already stood on the resurrection side of the grave, having "finished the work" (Jn 17:4) which He had been given to do. "I so to prepare a place for you ... I COME AGAIN, and will receive you unto Myself” (Jn 14:2); and again a little later, when, not in anticipation, but in fact, He had finished the work, He said, "If I will that he tarry TILL I COME" (Jn 21:22). A little later still He who had said, "I go," went, and the circumstances that surrounded His going are clearly and simply narrated - there is no possibility of mistake about them.  

He led those to whom He had spoken the words quoted above out of Jerusalem (Lk.24:50); He lifted up His hands and blessed them. While in the act of blessing He was parted from them, carried up into heaven, and a cloud received Him from their sight (Acts 1:9).  So He went - His going known only to them, seen only by them, with no accompanying signs, no marvels, either in the heavens above or in the earth beneath. There was no manifestation of divine might or of angelic glory. No Jerusalem dweller of the time dreamed of that which was taking place within view of the city; no unbelieving eye saw, or ear heard, that which was done that day, even though it was one of the most stupendous events of creation's history.  

So He is to come again; (Acts 1:11) such is to be the manner of "THE COMING OF THE LORD." When He comes to receive His own to Himself, they will hear His voice, they will see His face, earth will no more hear or see than did Jerusalem when He went: secretly, suddenly, swiftly, without outward sign or wonder. So He will come, and we will go, caught up to meet Him in the air. Who is there that will not cry "Hallelujah"?  In what sharp contrast to this in every particular is the sure word of prophecy concerning the COMING OF THE SON OF MAN.  

It is to be heralded by signs in the sun, signs in the moon, signs in the stars; by the shrouding of the earth in blackness; by the roaring of sea and wave; by the shaking of heavenly powers, as though creation below, above, alike trembled at the rising unto judgment of an angry God; while the stoutest hearts among men will quail and their bravest spirits blanch, as they ask one of another what the next terror will be (Matt.24:27-30; Mk.13:25-26; Lk.21:25).  

Then will be manifested the sign of the Son of man in heaven, and the tribes of earth will mourn, and at last THE SON OF MAN WILL COME with power and great glory; and His coming shall be as the lightning that, coming out of the east, flashes with deadly and destructive brilliancy to the west, manifested to all, seen by each; and they who mourned because of His sign will wail because of Him (Rev:1:7), and thus the keynote of the wail of eternal hell shall be struck upon the guilty earth.  Who can fail to distinguish between these? or to see that in such distinction the question propounded is answered?

The Coming of the Son of Man is to be after, immediately after, the Great Tribulation. That Tribulation is to be ushered in by minor troubles, which are the beginning of sorrows, it is to be occasioned by the rise of the man of sin, the antichrist, who is to find a restored Jewish people; a reconstructed Jerusalem; a rebuilt temple; and yet with all these events (extending over a lengthened period of years) between us and the Coming of the Son of man, the Coming of the Lord is THE HOPE put before the heart and the mind of each of God's saints, whether young or old, whether hale or frail. The aged and the feeble who are in Christ are still bid to look for and to wait for God's Son from heaven.  

If the Coming of the Lord is at the other side of all these occurrences and events, then the bidding of an aged child of God look for it as his hope would seem like irony as grim as that which Elijah hurled at the priests of Baal, but God does not deal in irony when speaking to His saints, He does speak of this as "the Hope," and, therefore, the Scripture does not place the thickness of this sheet of paper, does not now put one single event, between the soul of the believer and the Coming of the Lord. 
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THE COMING OF THE LORD FOR HIS CHURCH – WILL IT BE BEFORE OR AFTER THE GREAT TRIBULATION? (J.A. BOSWELL)
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"Now is our salvation nearer than when we believed." The salvation of the believer is threefold: 


(1) He is first saved through faith in Christ from the judgment of his sins; 

(2) He then enters on the path from the Cross to the Glory, in which the practical and daily salvation, or sanctification-that is, separation from all that is contrary to the will of God-is wrought in him, through the indwelling Spirit and by the written Word, (1 Pet.1:2; Jn 16:17) according to 1 Tim.4:16, where this practical salvation is connected with doctrine.  



(3) But the salvation referred to in the words at the commencement of this article is the consummation of the work of redemption; it will take place when these bodies of humiliation are changed into immortality, and raised in incorruption. And to us, blessed thought! this salvation is nearer than when we believed. The chill of our night is passing, our day or morning star will soon appear, the shout, the voice of the Archangel and the trump of God shall gather us around Him for whom we wait from heaven.



This is not waiting for death; death is part of the curse, and is not our hope; if it were so, we should naturally ever place it at a distance. Every man expects a long life, and if events necessarily intervened of such duration before the Lord's return as would necessitate our all sleeping, death would be the prominent thought upon our mind, and not the completion of our salvation at our Lord's return.  

It is difficult in a subject so vast and of such great importance to the Lord's people to be concise or short, but the following suggestions may be helpful to those who are studying the subject as to when the Lord shall return.  The saints of this dispensation are represented as a heavenly people, as an exalted people, being raised up with their risen Head. (Eph.2:6) This is our God-given position in grace; we are therefore called to walk in our earthly responsibility in accordance with our heavenly place - strangers and pilgrims on earth, our citizenship in heaven, etc.  Now as in nature so also in the things of grace: the watcher on the mountain-top, who has spent, it may be, many a cold, weary hour waiting for the sunrise, first sees the break of day, is the first to be bathed in the sunlight and to feel its genial glow; then, as he stands and looks from that height, he sees the day breaking in the far depths beneath him, until the valleys are lit up with the sunshine, and the chill of night has passed away. Thus with the redeemed of the Lamb: we wait and watch for the morning,  and that morning will break on us whilst the chill hours of night are still upon the world-the most chilling hour, for this is often just before the daybreak -The Great Tribulation. Not only tribulation, for that is ours, and all who will live righteous in Christ Jesus shall suffer it.  

But some will say: What of worldly saints? Can they be said to be on the mountain-top and watching there? Yes; grace gives them their place there. Their practical experience may be an earthly walk, darkness of soul, worldliness of heart, and yet they, as the Lord's, will be caught up to meet Him in the air when He returns. Will they then be no losers? Will they have equal glory with those whose life and walk correspond with their heavenly place? Oh, no; they will be sad losers, losers of reward, losers of glory. Some will be saved so as by fire: they will have to look at their life labour burnt up; busy builders, and yet they have never learned the divine pattern to build by; earnest strivers, but they have not striven law fully; it may be, hinderers of the present kingdom, to be accounted little in the kingdom to come. 

This meets the difficulty, which is a great one to many, of how saints who are not waiting, but are worldly, can be gathered with the waiting and suffering ones. Some think that The Great Tribulation will be needed to awaken all before the Lord's return. But what about the vast multitude who have fallen asleep in Christ during eighteen hundred years? Many of them were worldly, and even died in darkness and doubt. Would tribulation on the living ones have any effect on them? We believe it is not God's way; but as we have sought to show above, reward will be as both sleeping and living saints have walked according to their high calling. But some may say, Why then should part only of Israel be called to pass through a time such as was not since the world began? We reply, because God is about to bring them into earthly position. It is not a matter of their eternal state, or grace gathering to a coming Lord, as in 1 Thess.4: where we get His redeemed caught up out of the world to meet Him in the air, and so ever to be with Him. Not to meet Him at Jerusalem, not to see His feet stand on the Mount of Olives and to have to weep when they see Him whom they have pierced, as Israel will have to do. 

Now unless we understand this clearly we shall be landed in utter confusion of thought. The late S.P. Tregelles asks this question: "If all the saints are to be caught up to meet the Lord in the air, how comes it that the tares and wheat are to grow together till the harvest?" Then, he remarks, there would be no wheat left, only tares; but he does not seem to perceive into what difficulty his own arguments lead. In Thessalonica the saints have been caught up to meet the Lord in the air; have the angels of Matt.13 been sent out prior to this to gather out of His kingdom all things that offend and work iniquity? If so, who would be left upon earth, for saints and sinners would be alike gone? 

But no; the Word shows us that there will be those who will be accounted worthy to escape those things that are coming upon the earth, and to stand before the Son of man. (Lk.21:36). There are, therefore, those who will escape; but how? Not by being caught up to meet the Lord in the air, and to be at rest with Him from their troubles. How then? By fleeing to the mountains. Now if anyone will take a map of the Holy Land he will notice that God, in His wondrous grace to His earthly remnant, has provided for them a place of safety, (see Dan.11:41) Edom, Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon, Israel's enemies in the flesh in the past, their land to be the place of refuge in the future. The fugitives have to fly but a comparatively short distance and they are in safety. 

The Antichrist can no more lay his hand on them than the avenger of blood could on those who had escaped to the city of refuge.  If we recognise those two elect peoples of God, the one elected to a heavenly place, as the Body of Christ, thus caught up before the Great Tribulation; the other, God's elected people, to be brought through the Great Tribulation into a place of earthly blessing; the tares having been gathered out of His kingdom, they then shining out in that kingdom; we shall have no difficulty in understanding what otherwise is surely a strange contradiction. We shall see that daybreak first comes to the heavenly people - they caught up into the air are safe with their Lord; but the darkest, the most chill hour of the night, will have settled on that guilty age until the day of the Lord reaches to earth, and the Sun of righteousness arises with healing in His wings, and the sevenfold light of a coming Eden has bathed a once groaning earth in all its glory. 
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