
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



    
        
          Butler

        

        
        
          Onyx Rebels, Volume 5

        

        
        
          S L Davies

        

        
          Published by S L Davies, 2022.

        

    



  
    
    
      This is a work of fiction. Similarities to real people, places, or events are entirely coincidental.

    
    

    
      BUTLER

    

    
      First edition. October 12, 2022.

      Copyright © 2022 S L Davies.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8215926796

    

    
    
      Written by S L Davies.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Prologue

[image: ]




Butler

“Hey Butler, how are you feeling?” Kaki asked as she entered the gym where I was toweling off my neck. I needed to get my energy out. Since I discovered Bandit had found himself a boyfriend, I’d been insanely jealous and angry. It was ridiculous. And I felt stupid for feeling this way. After all, it had been me that refused to label what we had. I always told Bandit I didn’t want anything more than a friend-with-benefits situation. But somewhere along the line, I’d managed to go and fall in love with the fucker and stupidly never told him.

I sighed and looked over at Kaki, dressed in her yoga pants and sports bra, ready to work out.

“I’m alright. Just pissed at myself.”

Kaki nodded her head. “I had wondered if that was the case. I’d noticed you’d been more aggressive than normal in training. Is there anything I can do?”

I shook my head. “No. I’ve just got to accept that I missed my chance and move forward."

Kaki smiled warmly and nodded her head. "I know it sucks. And I'm sorry you’re going through this. I wish I could have changed it for you.”

I sighed again and shrugged my shoulders. “I know. It’s my own stupid fault. I should’ve said something when I realized my feelings were changing for him. I’m not angry at Bandit, just myself.”

I scrubbed my hands up over my face as Hawke stepped into the gym with Genesis and Jabari by his side.

“Hey,” he said with a smile. “We have a meeting. There is news.”

I nodded my head and felt my belly swirling with excitement. We’d been waiting to hear when we would have the opportunity to shut down the next facility. Kade had wanted to move pretty quickly onto the Coober Pedy sight. But he needed to wait until he had information from Bandit and Farren first.

“Coober Pedy?” I asked.

Hawke smiled and nodded his head. “Yep,” he replied, rubbing his hands together. “I’ve been itching to go in again.”

I chuckled. Hawke was bloodthirsty. I guess, in a sense, we all were. I would be lying if I said I wasn’t nervous about seeing Bandit again. Sometimes it was easier to think about other things when he wasn’t there. But knowing that once we shut down the Coober Pedy sight, he would be coming home made me nervous. Especially seeing him with Farren.

“Does that mean Kade has all the information that he needs?” Kaki asked as we followed Hawke, Genesis, and Jabari out of the gym and upstairs towards our conference room.

“Yep, apparently Bandit was able to forward through the last of the information that he was waiting on last night,” Jabari answered.

“Excellent. I can’t fucking wait,” I said with a wicked smile.

Hawke chuckled. “The more facilities we shut down, the closer we get to ending that cunt.”

I nodded my head. “It’s time to start making him sweat.”

Hawke grinned. “Oh, we will.”

Once we reached the conference room, it was filled with AJE authority members and Devil’s Advocates. Kade had decided to move the meetings around, so they weren’t being held constantly at the AJE authority precinct. He was worried that Ettore might try to infiltrate the authority and that information would get back to him. This way, it reduced the risk.

“We are all here?” Kade asked as we came into the room. Hawke looked around the room before nodding his head. “Excellent. As you are all aware, I have been in constant contact with Bandit and Farren about the Coober Pedy facility. I was waiting on the final maps before we entered.”

Kade flipped the projector on, and a map formed on the screen. It was far more intricate of a building than the Hunter Island facility, which meant it would be a more brutal attack.

“As you can see, this facility is all underground with tunnels. This does make our raid trickier as there is more room for us to be attacked and Ettore to have the upper hand. However, I have discovered from Rison and Zayd that Ettore is setting up a new facility.”

A rumble of groans sounded through the room. I felt like Kade had just taken the wind out of my lungs. Damn it. Another facility.

Kade nodded his head in response. “Yeah, I was pissed about it too. But on the positive, for him to set up a new facility, he needs to spend a lot of time at the new site.”

“Where is it?” Memphis asked.

“Japan. Okunoshima Island.”

“The rabbit Island?” Kaki asked.

Kade nodded his head. 

“What’s the rabbit Island?” Anghus asked.

“Okunoshima Island is known for its rabbits that roam free. They are protected, but we’ve discovered, and obviously, Ettore has, too, that the rabbits aren’t rabbits. They are a supernatural breed called a puca.”

“Shit. That means he will try and enslave them,” Scout growled.

“Yep,” Kade replied. “Unfortunately, that will have to be a place that has to wait. As much as I’d like to go in and stop him before it begins, we are still in talks with the Japanese government. They were horrified when I told them about what Ettore was doing. Still, they wanted to research first before putting a stop to it, and because it is their jurisdiction, we have to wait for them. However, we can do something about Coober Pedy, and now is the time.”

“When are we planning on going in?” Bacchus asked.

Kade smiled wickedly. “Next week.”

My belly flipped with excitement. I was ready. My anger was rife, and I wanted to bring Ettore down. Not just for humanity's sake but for my parents, who unfortunately had lost their lives due to one of his army members. Prentum was a demon brought to earth many years earlier and worked as Ettore’s right-hand man. Unfortunately, in my father's warped attempt to make a better life for his family, he became involved with Prentum. As a result, he, my mother, and my two older brothers lost their lives. I would have lost mine, too, had I not been able to escape when the attack took place. 

As I grew and lived on the streets, I vowed to destroy Prentum and Ettore. It wasn’t until I joined the Onyx Rebels that I stood a chance of success. Prentum was long dead, apparently dying at the hand of Ettore for some minor infraction. He probably just overstayed his welcome. But Ettore was still alive and firmly in my sights. I would kill him.
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Cassidy

I held Lucida to my chest. She was burning up, and my healing was only going so far as to keep the fever at bay. I knew she needed a doctor, but I wasn’t sure what to do. I’d managed to hide from Ettore for what I assumed was the last two years, but now that my little girl was ill, I wasn’t sure if I could stay hidden. 

Lucida had always been a sick child. I’d wondered if it was because I had her in an old abandoned building. She hadn’t had an excellent start to life. Born into a world of homelessness and limited food. I'd given her as much as possible, but without a source of money, I’d had to make do with expired food and things I managed to steal. She had never thrived. 

She was smaller than other children her age. Her development was slow; she still didn’t speak more than a few words and needed help to walk. I felt like such a miserable failure, but it was either this or watching my daughter be stripped from me like my children before. I couldn't do it again. So, I’d escaped. I was already four months pregnant. It wasn’t ideal, but it was necessary.

I just hadn’t expected it to be as hard to stay hidden. I missed my family at the facility. Technically we weren’t family; they were prisoners just like me. Born into a facility and used for our bodies. Kept pregnant, constantly raped, and beaten if we refused to do what was expected of us. The minute I’d escaped, I’d run until I found myself in Lalbert. 

I made no friends. I kept to the shadows and hid away. If anyone got too close to us, I would retreat to the town's forest. Fortunately, I’d found an old hunter's cottage that was abandoned. I’d managed to make it our home. I’d also been able to grow small amounts of vegetables to keep us going. But we still didn’t thrive. I was incredibly underweight, and the lack of sunlight took a toll. I knew that I was suffering as much as Lucida. 

Breathing in deeply, I looked down at my little girl. Her cheeks were red, and the tears that she’d cried earlier were now dried into the dirt that coated her little cheeks. I leaned down and kissed her forehead gently. My stomach swirled with worry, but I had to decide. If I stayed here, I might be able to continue using my powers, and I might eventually be able to heal Lucida. But I also feared that she would get worse and possibly die. On the other hand, if we left and I took her to a hospital, I would be sent back to Ettore.

Maybe I could plead with the hospital staff that if they were to report me to Ettore, they could take my daughter and hide her away. I didn’t like my chances. But I would do anything to protect Lucida. She didn’t deserve a life in a breeding facility. She probably didn’t deserve a life with me, either. Living in a hidden home without lights, water, or regular food. 

Sighing, I scrubbed my free hand up over my face. I looked down into Lucida’s sleeping face. She was wrapped in rags that I’d crudely tied together to fashion as some sort of clothing. Something I’d never had the luxury of having while I lived in the facility.

Sucking in a deep breath, I stood on shaky legs. My stomach was rioting with fear as I decided to get Lucida medical help. Tears started to burn in my eyes as I walked towards the door. I didn’t want to do this, but I couldn’t live with myself if Lucida died.

Biting my bottom lip, I pulled open the door with a creak and glanced out into the forest. The forest floor was shrouded in darkness; the canopy kept the sunlight out this deep. I stepped out onto the small dirt path. My feet had hardened over the years and got used to the sticks below. They no longer hurt when they stood on thorns or spikes. 

“I’m sorry little one, I have to do this,” I whispered as I started down the path. I held Lucida tight against my chest as I moved further into the forest towards a place I hadn’t seen in a very long time. For all I knew, the town of Lalbert no longer existed beyond the forest. But I would soon find out.

At first, I wasn’t sure I’d remember the way, but fairly quickly, I found the environment growing more familiar as I made my way through the thick trees. The canopy began to thin, and more light shone through the leaves, lighting our path and warming my cheeks. I couldn’t be sure what the season was; it wasn’t something I kept up with. I only ever knew when it was day or night. And even then, from home, I could only tell that by the animals that would roam through.

Moving towards a more well-worn path, I stumbled over a log. “Hey, are you alright?” a voice said quietly.

I gasped as I spun and clutched Lucida to my chest tighter. A man with dark hair and sweat on his brow stopped in front of me with a frown.

“Are you lost?” he asked.

I bit into my bottom lip and shook my head. Clearing my throat, I looked down at Lucida, still sleeping against my chest. “My daughter. She is sick.”

The man looked down at Lucida’s face. He nodded his head. “Oh, yes, she does look sick. What is your name?”

I searched the man’s face, wondering if I could trust him or if I should run. 

“Cassidy.”

“Hi, Cassidy. My name is Jabari. Will you let me help you with your daughter? I think she needs to see a doctor.”

I nodded my head. “Yes. I tried to heal her, but I can’t.”

Jabari smiled gently. “My mate will be able to help us.”

“I um, will you tell Ettore that I’m here?”

Jabari frowned and cocked his head to the side. “Ettore? How do you know him?”

My cheeks blushed, but I imagined that Jabari probably wouldn’t have been able to tell under the coat of dirt on them. “I escaped.”

Jabari’s eyes widened. “You were in a facility?”

I nodded while waiting for Ettore’s men to step out of the forest to arrest me.

“I won’t be telling Ettore anything. I’m glad that you are free. I hate that man.”

My eyes widened, and I gasped. “Are you telling the truth?”

Jabari smiled and nodded. “I am. Will you let me help your little girl?”

I nodded my head. “Yes. Her name is Lucida.”

“Alright, come on, my mate is waiting at the road,” Jabari said as he started to lead the way out of the forest. 

I wasn’t sure if he was telling the truth, but I was prepared to believe Jabari. He hated Ettore. That would mean he wouldn’t give me over to him and Lucida had a chance to be healed and not have to live in a facility. Breathing out a slow breath of relief, I followed Jabari until we reached the road I knew led into Lalbert.

A man sat in the car, and when he saw Jabari coming with me, he stepped out of the car and looked me up and down. The man had an intense stare that was overwhelming and made me want to shrink away.

“Hawke, this is Cassidy and his little girl Lucida. Lucida is sick and needs medical help, but Cassidy is worried. He escaped a facility run by Ettore and was scared that he would be sent back there,” Jabari explained.

Hawke’s eyes widened, and his mouth dropped open. “What facility were you in?”

“I don’t know the name, but it took me many days and nights to get here,” I responded.

Hawke nodded his head. "We won’t send you back to Ettore. I give you my word.”

“Thank you,” I said quietly. I was still wary, they could be lying, but I didn’t know how to tell if someone was lying. There was something about them, though. Something that told me they were telling the truth.

“Come and hop in the car; let’s take Lucida back to get some help,” Jabari said, gently guiding me to the car's back seat. I climbed into the car and continued to hold Lucida against my chest as Jabari reached over me and strapped me into the back seat before Hawke brought the car to life and drove towards Lalbert.
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Butler

I heard shouting coming from the front doors of the Onyx Rebels headquarters and stood, poking my head out of the research room. I was studying the maps that Bandit had sent through of the Coober Pedy facility; we had less than a week before we were supposed to be going in, so I wanted to know everything about the place. I was a planner; I needed to have a plan for every situation.

I saw Jabari and Hawke bustling in with a young man by their side; he couldn't have been more than a teenager. He held a child tight to his chest. Both were clothed only in rags; the man had bare feet. His long hair hung down and was matted in filth. I couldn’t make out much of the child, only to tell that they weren’t moving.

“Is Scout and Kaki here?” Jabari asked.

I nodded and ducked back into the research room where Kaki was working with headphones on. 

Tapping on her shoulder, I drew Kaki’s attention. “Jabari and Hawke need you and Scout; they are here with someone who looks like a homeless person and a child.”

Kaki nodded and plucked her phone from her pocket. She quickly sent a message, but Scout stepped into the room just as the text went off in their pocket.

“We need to heal the child,” Scout said with a small smile.

I frowned and followed Scout and Kaki out of the research room and down the hallway into our medical bay. It wasn’t somewhere that was used that often, but occasionally one of us would get injured while training, so it was good to have. 

Jabari and Hawke were waiting in the medical bay with the man and the child, who were now laid on the bed. Looking at the child, I could see that they were running a fever and were unconscious. Scout and Kaki didn’t say anything as they went straight to the child and gently touched their fingers onto the baby’s head.

“What is your daughter’s name?” Kaki asked gently.

“Lucida,” the man replied.

“This is Cassidy; he was coming to try and get medical help for Lucida. Cassidy was born into a breeding facility, one of Ettore’s, and escaped,” Hawke explained.

Scout looked up with wide eyes, and I gasped. “You managed to escape?” I asked.

Cassidy looked over at me and nodded his head.

“How long ago?” I questioned.

“I can’t be sure, but it had to be about two years. I was pregnant with Lucida.”

“Three years,” Scout said. “Lucida is three. I can see it in her.”

Cassidy’s eyes widened. “It’s been longer than I thought.”

“Where did you stay all this time?” I asked.

Cassidy looked at me as if scrutinizing me. “You’re human.”

“I am. Do you know what we do here?” Cassidy bit into his bottom lip and shook his head. “We are a rebellion group called the Onyx Rebels. We are fighting to shut Ettore down.”

Cassidy’s eyes widened, and he gasped. “Is that possible?”

I smiled and nodded my head. “I believe so. We have shut down many of his facilities so far and are planning on shutting more down.”

“I’m glad. They are horrible places and what they do to people there,” Cassidy replied with a shake of his head. His eyes welled with unshed tears, and I could see how much it hurt. It made me wonder just what he’d been put through.
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