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      A couple weeks had passed since Shelby disappeared, following the same pattern as Jolene. And as much as Becky wanted to believe that they had both gone off to make a better life for themselves, it was becoming more and more impossible to believe that. Especially with IG Milk Solutions still calling and requesting Becky come and work for them. She kept refusing, the entire situation making her incredibly uneasy.

      Not that Becky had a better job lined up for herself. She needed the money. At least Roger, the owner of the Cream Creek Diner, let Becky eat for free. He knew Becky's family from way back and knew how hard the young woman was working to find a new job. In the meantime, he helped ensure she didn't go hungry.

      Becky sat at a table in the diner, pushing her fries around her plate, wishing she knew what had happened to her friends. There were days when she barely moved from that same seat, taking advantage of Roger's generosity. Her life felt stagnant, her friends gone, and her only prospect was the company that made her feel deeply uncomfortable. If that was her best option, she figured she would have to get over herself and accept her new fate.

      It was then that she heard someone call her name. It was a feminine voice. And the fact that Becky did not immediately recognize the voice made her turn around to see who was talking to her. That was when she saw Emily approaching. She remembered Emily from the job fair. Emily was the woman behind the Milkville Farm table.

      "Can I sit?" Emily asked, smiling.

      "Uh, sure," Becky said. Emily wore the same outfit as she had at the job fair. The white T-shirt with 'MILKVILLE' stretched across her massive chest and a pair of tight jean shorts that left very little to the imagination.

      "Thank you." She slipped into the seat across from Becky. "You probably remember me from the job fair."

      "Yeah, of course. But what do you want? I'm not moving to Milkville. That place is weird."

      "I can understand why you would think that," Emily said with a conspiratorial grin on her lips. "But I'm not here to recruit you into moving to our lovely little town. I'm actually working undercover."

      "Huh?" That got Becky's attention. She stopped playing with her fries and looked Emily in the face, not that she could really look anywhere else but at her huge chest. "Like for the FBI?"

      Emily laughed. It was light and musical. "Sure, something like that. The point is, I've been watching IG Milk Solutions since they came to Cream Creek. I think they're doing something shady and there are people trying to figure out what exactly they're up to."

      Becky glanced around the diner as if someone might be listening. She was getting a strange feeling, almost a tingle on the back of her neck. "And I'm supposed to care because?"

      "Well, I thought you might, given that two of your good friends have vanished, both taking jobs at IG. They don't return your phone calls or answer your texts. And I know that must hurt you. That's why I think you could help."

      "I could?" Becky said, not sure where all of this was going.

      "That's right. See, you've turned down all of IG's requests to interview you, but I have a strong suspicion that you're going to get another call soon. I need you to go. But I'll provide you with the proper equipment so that you can be my ears in that place, find out what's really going on." As Emily spoke, she leaned forward, placing her hand on Becky's, her soft skin and light touch causing Becky's cheeks to warm up. "It can all be very discreet. You just have to follow my instructions. Do you think you can do that?"

      Becky swallowed. Her throat felt dry for reasons she couldn't understand. It felt like a huge ask, but at the same time, there was just something about Emily that made it sound perfectly reasonable. Besides, Becky knew she couldn't go on like this much longer. If IG Milk Solutions had a job for her, then it would be irresponsible of her to keep turning them down. She needed to pay bills. "Okay, but what's the equipment? A recorder? I'm not exactly a spy."

      "I'll give you something far more discreet. Don't worry, I'll take care of everything." Emily pulled out a small device and passed it to Becky across the table. "Wear this. You can clip it to your uniform or something. It can even go in a pocket in a pinch, although the sound quality won't be as good. But something is better than nothing."

      "What will you do with the information? Like, you mentioned the FBI."

      "Like I said, it's a group of people trying to find out what IG is up to. Some think it's a corporate conspiracy of some sort. Others think it might involve illegal activities. We just don't know yet. But that's where you come in."

      It all seemed rather vague, but Becky nodded as she looked down at the little device. It was silver and sleek and very small. She could definitely hide it easily. "I suppose I can do that." The very idea made her feel brave, almost heroic, like she was doing the right thing by spying for the government. She had always been a fan of spy novels. It would almost be like she was in one of those novels now.

      "Good," Emily said, sitting back. "If you get another call from IG, accept the position. You don't have to stay. You just need to go through orientation and get the dirt on what is really happening on the inside. You're our eyes and ears."

      "I will." Becky put the small device in her purse and glanced down at her fries. Her appetite was gone. All she could think about was the opportunity she had ahead of her. The longer she waited to respond, the harder it might be to infiltrate IG Milk Solutions. She wanted answers as soon as possible.
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