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​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​The Chronicles of Kerrigan

Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

BOOK TRAILER: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

How hard do you have to shake the family tree to find the truth about the past?

Fifteen-year-old Rae Kerrigan never really knew her family's history. Her mother and father died when she was young and it is only when she accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Guilder Boarding School in England that a mysterious family secret is revealed.

Will the sins of the father be the sins of the daughter?

As Rae struggles with new friends, a new school and a star-struck forbidden love, she must also face the ultimate challenge: receive a tattoo on her sixteenth birthday with specific powers that may bind her to an unspeakable darkness. It's up to Rae to undo the dark evil in her family's past and have a ray of hope for her future.
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Website:

http://www.wanitamay.yolasite.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!

http://eepurl.com/97aYf
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SHE WILL FIGHT FOR what is hers.

Magic runs thicker than blood...

As the final battle approaches, the exiled princess finally returns home... only to find that things are not as they seem.

After a shocking discovery leaves them scrambling, Katerina and her friends find themselves faced with the toughest problem yet—finding an enemy they can kill. Alliances are tested, traitors are revealed, and bonds are stretched to the brink as the two armies march towards each other.

Can Katerina find a way to save the one person she thought was already lost? Can she unlock the secrets of her family’s ancient power in time? Or will she find herself losing more than just a crown and a kingdom?

Only time will tell.

Be careful who you trust. Even the devil was once an angel.
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“CASSIEL—NO!”

Serafina flew to the bars of her cell as her brother flew the opposite direction. Before anyone could stop him he’d grabbed the prince by the throat, lifting him high in the air then smashing him against the stone wall with terrifying force. The others heard a chilling crack, mixed with his sister’s screams, and saw a stream of blood trickle down into the dirt.

There was a good chance the prince was dead already. And the fae clearly didn’t care.

“It wasn’t his fault,” the lovely fae gasped again, half-collapsing where she stood. “Please, listen to me!”

But there was no getting through to her brother. Not now. Not about this.

His entire face had transformed with the purest sort of rage. It had hardened every line. Sharpened every angle. Blazed like liquid fire in his dark eyes. His hand tightened, and a broken gasp escaped from the prince’s throat, a gasp so soft Katerina could barely hear it.

Her eyes flew automatically to Dylan, but the ranger was lost in his own world.

He’d hardly noticed the violence going on behind him. The fact that the crown prince of the High Kingdom was about to die. He was standing exactly where the others had left him, staring through the bars of the cell like he was lost in a dream.

“I saw them drag you away...” he said faintly, gazing at the weeping prisoner in a sort of daze. “There was blood, strips of your clothes... nothing was left.”

Serafina saw her chance and took it, turning from one man to the other. “They dragged me back here,” she sobbed. “Threw me in the dungeon. They would have done a lot more than that, but Kailas stopped them. Please, Dylan—this isn’t what you think!”

Katerina’s lips fell open as she took a step back. She couldn’t help but notice the tender way the lovely girl said her brother’s name. It was the same way Katerina said Dylan. Like a caress.

“Cass—please!” She threw herself at the bars of her cell again, shaking with uncontrollable tears. “Dylan, do something! Make him stop!”

It was too much. Way too much.

Katerina took another step back. Then another. Her head was spinning. The floor was tilting wildly underfoot. No matter how many times she looked at the scene in front of her, she couldn’t get it to make sense. What was her brother doing down here? Why wasn’t he fighting back? How was it possible that, after all these years, the princess of the fae was still somehow alive?

Alive and screaming.

“We need to shut her up,” Rose muttered frantically to no one in particular. “They’re going to come and investigate. They’re going to find us...”

But Serafina was in a place beyond consolation. Her wide, dark eyes were fixed on the pair of men on the other side of the chamber. Her knuckles were white as they gripped the bars of her iron cage.

“Brother,” she cried, slipping back to older times when siblings called each other as such, instead of using formal names, “listen to me! It wasn’t him. He was under a spell!”

A spell?

It was at that moment that Katerina noticed several things at once.

Her brother was still tall—yes. But he was also somehow broken. There was a delicacy to the way he was holding himself as his legs dangled helplessly in the air.

Her brother was still handsome—it was true. But there were shadows on his radiant face. A sort of dullness beneath the dirt and matted blood, as if he hadn’t seen the sun in a long time.

But the last thing she noticed was perhaps the most telling. The most telling, and yet the most utterly confusing all at the same time.

Her brother hadn’t been standing against the wall when they’d come in. He’d been chained.

“Cassiel...” Katerina said tentatively.

At the sound of her voice, Dylan snapped out of his trance. He glanced over his shoulder at her stricken face before turning to where his best friend in the world was slowly and methodically killing her brother. A savage kind of hate twisted the fae’s lovely features as he choked the life out of the prince’s body. Reveling in every tremor that shook through him. Every broken gasp.

It was all-consuming. Devouring him from the inside out. He was legitimately unaware of the world around him and jumped slightly when Dylan put a steadying hand on his arm.

“He’s chained,” the ranger said softly, eyes sweeping the rusted iron manacle that encircled the prince’s neck. “Listen to your sister. She’s asking you to stop.”

A muscle flexed in the back of the fae’s jaw as his eyes found the chain for the first time, but one way or another he seemed physically incapable of pulling himself back. That dark fire was still glowing in his eyes, and for a moment Katerina was reminded of the time when Cassiel himself was trapped under a spell—deep in the heart of Laurelwood. She’d never been afraid of him until that day, never understood the true devastation of which he was capable. She understood it now.

“This man...” he hissed, grinding the prince deeper into the wall, “this man is responsible for every bit of pain you and I have ever known. He set our world on fire, just so he could laugh as he watched it burn. I’m going to kill him, Dylan. And you’re going to let me. I’m going to kill him for us and for Katerina. She can’t do it on her own.”

His grip tightened even more, but at the sound of her name the prince showed the first signs of life. One battered hand came up to Cassiel’s wrist as his feet twitched reflexively against the wall.

“...Katerina?” It was like hearing a ghost. His voice was no more than a lifeless whisper as his eyes searched desperately in the dark. “Katy?”

The princess’ heart lurched. Hearing the childhood nickname that had been special between just them. Hearing how weak her brother sounded when he said it. How close to the end.

A thousand images flashed through her mind. A thousand images she’d worked so hard over the last few months to forget. Images of Kailas and her playing together out in the woods—building tree forts and making castles out of clay. Of the books they’d shared, and the games they’d played, and the countless hours they’d sat trapped under the churlish gaze of the same droning tutor. Of the time their father had taken the five-year-old prince hunting for the first time and he’d shot a young deer. He’d grinned proudly in front of their father but had been so traumatized that he’d crept into Katerina’s chambers that night and cried himself to sleep. He’d slept there every day for a week.

Images of a bright-eyed, playful little boy, turning into a tall, capable adolescent. Someone a little more serious. Someone a little less charming. Eventually that charm vanished entirely, leaving a cold, cruel young man in its wake. A young man who wouldn’t think twice before delivering his own brand of justice. A young man who secretly frightened his twin sister, though she’d never say.

It was something she’d grown accustomed to over the years. A silent heartbreak, the weight of which she’d grown so used to she scarcely felt it anymore. All that changed the night he killed their father. The night he tried to have her killed as well. When he’d stood at the gate of the castle and sent his monstrous hounds running after her in the woods, something between them had died.

But this man. Tired, trembling, unwilling to fight... she didn’t recognize him at all.

Cautious and pale, she stepped out of the shadows into the faint light of the candles scattered in the cell. His eyes found her, and for a moment brother and sister went completely still.

How can things be so different, yet feel exactly the same?

Everything about him was familiar. From his dark eyes, to the proud curve of his brow, to the softer lines of his mouth. He had their father’s powerful presence, but their mother’s sweet smile. It was a beautiful combination. One Katerina had been jealous of many times.

His clothes were familiar, too, the same finery they both used to wear around the castle. Only, now they were stained with a mixture of dirt and blood. His hair was matted with it as well, longer than Katerina had ever seen it—hanging just beneath his chin—and deep shadows had hollowed out the space beneath his eyes, as if he hadn’t slept in a long while.

He was dying, still helplessly choking in Cassiel’s hands, but even so his lips curved up into a tortured smile. “...you changed your hair.”

For whatever reason, that was the breaking point.

“Let him go,” Katerina said urgently, striding across the chamber and gripping Cassiel’s arm. “Cass, you need to let go.”

“Please let go,” Serafina echoed. She had slid down to the floor of her cell, her legs unable to support her for a second longer. “Please.”

“Listen to your sister,” Dylan pressed, one hand easing gently along the fae’s wrist as he attempted to loosen that impossible grip. “Just for a moment, just for now... let go.”

Cassiel pulled in a sharp breath as the conflict raged behind his eyes. After everything he’d been through, after all these years, what they were asking him to do was almost impossible.

But it was his sister who was asking. His resurrected sister, back from the dead.

A single spark of light penetrated the darkness as he stared into Kailas’ eyes. Then, in a single motion, he released the prince and stepped back, turning to his sister instead. He didn’t see the way the prince fell forward, held up only by his chains. He no longer cared. Other, more pressing, matters now occupied his mind.

“I have to get you out of here,” he murmured, one hand cupping the side of his sister’s face as the other ran experimentally up the bars. “If we can get enough leverage on the base—”

“Here,” Tanya said gently, coming up behind him. “Let me.”

The air around them shimmered as she suddenly sprouted into a man about five times her usual size—a man who looked vaguely patterned off one of the cave trolls they’d met back in the camp at Pora. Serafina shrank back in terror, but Cassiel never let go of her hand as his girlfriend gripped the bars at the base and ripped them swiftly from the stone. A second later she was her old self again, lifting the rusted iron with a coaxing smile to allow the frightened girl to crawl out.
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