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Introduction

 

Lagos doesn’t welcome you, it ambushes you. One minute you are vibing to Afrobeats, the next you are starring in a Nollywood thriller you did not audition for. I remember going to a club called Likwid in 2013. The night had been great, the music, the drinks, the vibes. I was leaving the club with my friends and I was the last person coming down the stairs in the group. As a lady wearing heels, I decided to hold the railing. My friends were already in front when a guy tried to come up the exact same way. I politely told him to let me pass like a gentleman.

He leaned in, hot alcohol breath hitting my face, and calmly said, “If you don’t move, I’ll punch you and you will die.”

I was shocked. Sweat broke out immediately and I froze like a stiff wig. “God abeg” was the first thing that came to my mind. In that moment, I had two options, die or live. Of course, I chose life. 

I did not come to Detty December to die. I moved to the other side of the stairs and joined my friends, who were already eager to go to the next location. They probably assumed it took me a while because of my heels. If only they knew that the heels were the least of my problems.

We went to the next club, Escape. If I thought Likwid was a vibe, Escape topped that. The music was exquisite, bottles flew in, fifteen at once like we were at the Party Olympics. Minutes later, I was drinking straight from a bottle when a guy handed me bundles of cash just for existing and invited me to a beach house party in seven hours. That is Lagos in one night, trauma at 11 p.m., blessings at 4 a.m. I totally forgot about the crazy guy in Likwid. I went home grinning like I had just won a Nollywood award. That night felt like a scene from a movie. It was my Lagos baptism. And that was when I realized, this is not just a city, this is the jungle.

I would like to welcome you to the best jungle in Africa. I am not talking about a literal jungle. I am talking about a place where big dreamers, go getters, hustlers, party animals, the world’s best pretenders, agba ballers, and people living in poverty coexist. Sounds chaotic, right? I call it sweet chaos. Have you ever been to Las Vegas or Miami? Think of that, times ten. Some people call it Eko Miami, but I think Eko out Miamis Miami.

As a certified minister of enjoyment and a dedicated enjoyer of life, Lagos in December has been my routine for twelve years. No matter my travel plans, I always end up in Lagos. There is a method to the madness, and I am excited to share it with you. Do not worry, this is not a horror story, I am just here to make sure you do not fumble your own Detty December.

 

Whether you are a Detty December rookie or a seasoned survivor, this book will help you plan smarter, party harder if you want, and make it through the festive season with your peace, pockets, and dignity intact. Get comfortable, open your mind, and in the words of Fela Kuti, “let’s start what we have come into the room to do.”
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