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To the weary.

To those who are tired of "doing church" but are hungry for God. To the ones who feel the gap between the Sunday sermon and the Monday struggle. This is for the apprentice who is ready to drop the heavy yoke of self-effort and finally walk in step with the Master.
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Author’s Note
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This book represents a "full circle" in my ministry. Over the course of my writing, I have sought to equip the Body of Christ with the tools for survival and success in the spiritual realm. If you have journeyed with me through my previous works, you have seen a deliberate progression:


  We began with stewardship (Don’t Bury Your Talent) and growth (From Strength to Strength).

  We moved into the sanctification of our homes (Sanctifying Fire).


  We learned the strategies of war (The Stronghold Breaker) and the purity of the heart (The Warfare Worshipper).


  We secured our doctrinal ground (The Unshakable Foundation) and gazed upon the majesty of God (The Fourfold Glory).



However, knowledge without imitation is incomplete. Theology without "follow-ship" is merely philosophy. The Master’s Apprentice is the bridge between knowing the Word and walking as the Word made flesh. It is my prayer that this book serves as the hands-on manual for your daily walk with the Rabbi, Jesus Christ.
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Preface

[image: ]




The term "Christian" was originally used as a descriptor for those whose lives so closely resembled Jesus that the world didn't know what else to call them. Somewhere over the last two millennia, we have traded "resemblance" for "religion." We have become fans of Jesus rather than followers; students of His Word rather than apprentices of His ways.

An apprentice is different from a student. A student sits in a classroom to acquire information, but an apprentice stands in a workshop to acquire a skill. The apprentice watches how the Master handles the tools, how He speaks to the weary, how He retreats to pray, and how He stands against the shadows.

In the previous seven books of this collection, we laid a foundation that cannot be moved. We cleared the strongholds that blocked our path. We audited our hearts to ensure they were ready for the King. Now, with the foundation secure and the enemy silenced, we ask the ultimate question: How did Jesus live, and how do I live like Him?

In the chapters that follow, we will walk through the Gospels not as distant observers, but as apprentices. We will look at the "Fourfold Glory" of Christ in action. We will see how He managed His "talents" and how He moved "from strength to strength."

The Master is calling. He is not asking for your opinion or your permission; He is simply saying, "Follow Me." Let us step into His dust and learn the art of being like Him.

Amani Baraka

Nairobi, Kenya
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Foreword: The Call to Follow
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We often mistake "knowing about" Jesus for "knowing" Him. In my journey as a teacher and pastor, I have spent years laying the stones of a spiritual path for those who desire to go deeper. To understand where we are going in these pages, it is important to see the ground we have already covered.

Every house is built in stages, and the library of works leading to this moment has been a deliberate construction of the believer's life:


  Don’t Bury Your Talent taught us that we have been given raw materials that must be used.

  From Strength to Strength taught us how to walk without growing weary.


  Sanctifying Fire refined our most intimate relationships for the sake of holiness.


  The Stronghold Breaker gave us the weapons to clear the path of the enemy’s interference.


  The Warfare Worshipper ensured our hearts were audited and pure before the King.


  The Unshakable Foundation secured our feet on the bedrock of Truth.


  The Fourfold Glory lifted our eyes to the majesty and character of the One we serve.



But after the talent is used, the strength is gained, the war is won, and the glory is beheld, a singular question remains: "What now?"

The answer is found in a simple, ancient invitation: "Follow Me."

This book, The Master’s Apprentice, is not just about learning more information; it is about a lifestyle of imitation. An apprentice doesn't just listen to a lecture; they watch the Master’s hands, they mimic the Master’s gait, and they adopt the Master’s heart.

The first seven books provided the tools, the armor, and the map. Now, we begin the actual walk. We are moving from being students of a book to being apprentices of a Person.

If you have felt that your Christian walk has been more about "doing" than "being," or more about "religion" than "relationship," then you are ready. It is time to step into the dust of our Rabbi and learn to live as He lived.

Amani Baraka
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How to Use This Book: A Guide for Discipleship
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Being an apprentice is a hands-on endeavor. This book is designed to be more than a theological study; it is a practical roadmap for personal transformation and communal growth. Whether you are reading this alone or leading a group, here is how to get the most out of the journey:

1. The Rule of Presence

In The Master's Apprentice, we emphasize "being with Him" before "doing for Him." Do not rush through the chapters. Set aside a consistent time and a quiet place. Before you open a chapter, pray: "Lord, show me not just Your commands, but Your ways."

2. The "Apprentice’s Audit" (Journaling)

Each chapter concludes with a section meant for reflection. Use a dedicated notebook to record your responses.


  Observation: What did Jesus do in this Gospel account?

  Internalization: How does my current heart-alignment differ from the Master’s?


  Application: What is one specific, "small" act of obedience I can perform today to mimic Christ?



3. For Discipleship Groups & Small Circles

If you are using this book in a group setting (such as the Leader’s Discipleship Kit), follow this simple three-step rhythm for your meetings:


  The Look Back: Share how last week’s "act of obedience" went. Where did you struggle to mimic the Master?

  The Look Up: Read the scripture passage and the chapter together. What new facet of Jesus' character did we see?


  The Look Forward: How will we walk differently this week as apprentices?



4. Cross-Referencing the Library

This book is the eighth in a series of spiritual building blocks. If you find yourself struggling with a specific area of discipleship, refer back to the previous tools:


  Struggling with purpose? Revisit Don't Bury Your Talent.

  Struggling with the battle? Revisit The Stronghold Breaker.


  Struggling with legalism vs. truth? Revisit The Unshakable Foundation.



5. The "Sent" Mindset

Remember the goal of Mark 3:14: He called them to be with Him, and then He sent them out. As you finish each section, ask yourself: "Who in my life needs to see the Master through my actions today?"
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INTRODUCTION: THE CALL TO THE PATH
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The Great Invitation

Two thousand years ago, on the shores of a common lake, a man named Jesus uttered two words that changed the course of history: "Follow me." He didn't say "Study me." He didn't say "Vote for me." He didn't even say "Believe these twelve facts about me." He invited ordinary, messy, flawed people into a lifestyle of Followership.

The Modern Disconnect

Today, we have replaced that active, grit-filled journey with a sedentary religion. We have converted the "Way" into a "Weight." We attend services to hear about a Master we barely know, hoping for enough inspiration to survive another week of a cluttered, hurried, and anxious life. We are like people who study a master chef’s recipes but never enter the kitchen. We are "Fans" of Jesus, but we are not His Apprentices.

The Four-Fold Journey

This book is a manual for the workshop of the Kingdom. We are going to sit at the feet of the four Gospel witnesses to learn the four dimensions of Following the Master:


	Matthew will teach us Radical Obedience: How to align our hearts with the King’s standard.

	Mark will teach us Simple Living: How to subtract the noise and carry the Cross.

	Luke will teach us Radical Compassion: How to see the outcast and steward our resources.

	John will teach us the Abiding Life: How to stay connected to the only Source of power.



Why This Matters Now

The world is not looking for more religious arguments; it is looking for a different kind of human being. It is looking for people whose lives have the "scent" of the Master. To follow Jesus is to trade your "Hurry Sickness" for His urgency, your "Mammon" for His generosity, and your "Self-Will" for His peace.

A Warning Before You Begin

This path is not safe. It will cost you your comfort, your reputation, and your control. But it will give you your soul. If you are looking for a book to make you feel "nice" about your current lifestyle, put this down. But if you are ready to bridge the gap—if you are ready to move from being an admirer to being an apprentice—then turn the page.

The Master is calling. The path is open. Let us walk.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


THE LORDSHIP CLAUSE
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This work is a stewardship, not an ownership. I, Amani Baraka, servant of the Lord Jesus Christ, hereby declare that the content of this book is submitted to the absolute authority of the Word of God and the Headship of Christ. I renounce any personal ambition or 'name-making' associated with this message. My prayer is that the reader would see no man, but Jesus only.
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PART I: THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW – THE OBEDIENT LIFE
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CHAPTER 1: THE CRISIS OF FOLLOWING: WHY OUR DISCIPLESHIP FAILS
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I. The Great Commission vs. The Great Omission

We have become experts at the "numbers game"—measuring success by seating capacity and religious programs. We have mastered the art of making "converts," but we are failing at the one task Jesus actually assigned us: making disciples. Most modern believers are well-acquainted with the Great Commission, yet we are living through what is known as the Great Omission—the systematic neglect of teaching people how to actually obey the commands of Jesus. We have settled for a "barcode faith" where we believe our ticket is scanned for heaven, while our daily lives remain indistinguishable from the world around us. We have plenty of "believers," but where are those actually Following the Master?
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