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Introduction: Meeting Jesus in John
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Welcome. You are about to begin a journey through the fourth book of the New Testament, the Gospel of John. If Matthew presented Jesus as the promised King, Mark as the suffering Servant, and Luke as the compassionate Savior, John presents Jesus as the eternal Word of God made flesh—the Son of God who came from the Father to bring eternal life to all who believe in Him.

John is different from the other three Gospels (often called the Synoptic Gospels because they "see together"). John does not include a genealogy, a birth narrative, or many of the parables found in Matthew, Mark, and Luke. Instead, John takes us to the heights of theology, beginning with eternity: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." John wants you to know that Jesus is not merely a great teacher or prophet—He is God Himself, come in human flesh.
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Who Wrote This Book?
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The Gospel of John was written by the apostle John, the son of Zebedee, one of the twelve disciples. John refers to himself throughout the Gospel as "the disciple whom Jesus loved." He was part of Jesus' inner circle along with Peter and James. Tradition tells us that John wrote this Gospel later in life, likely in Ephesus, after reflecting for decades on the meaning of Jesus' life, death, and resurrection. This explains the depth and theological richness of the Gospel—John had spent a lifetime pondering who Jesus is.
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Who Was John Writing To?
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John wrote to a mixed audience of Jews and Gentiles who already believed in Jesus or were being introduced to the faith. His purpose is stated clearly in John 20:31: "These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name."

John's Gospel is deeply theological, but it is also deeply personal. He invites every reader to move from merely knowing about Jesus to believing in Him—and through that belief, to receive eternal life.
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What Makes John Unique?
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John's Gospel stands apart from Matthew, Mark, and Luke in several significant ways:


1.  The Word Became Flesh. John begins not with Jesus' birth in Bethlehem but with His eternal existence as the Word (Logos) of God. He was with God in the beginning; He was God; and through Him, all things were made. When the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, John says, "We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son."

2.  The "I Am" Sayings. John records seven powerful "I Am" statements in which Jesus reveals His identity: I am the Bread of Life, the Light of the World, the Gate, the Good Shepherd, the Resurrection and the Life, the Way the Truth and the Life, and the True Vine. These statements echo God's revelation to Moses at the burning bush—"I AM WHO I AM"—and declare that Jesus is God.


3.  Seven Miracles (Signs). John selects seven specific miracles—turning water to wine, healing the official's son, healing the paralytic at the pool, feeding the 5,000, walking on water, healing the man born blind, and raising Lazarus from the dead. He calls these "signs" because they point to a deeper truth about who Jesus is.


4.  Eternal Life. The phrase "eternal life" appears more in John than in the other three Gospels combined. John emphasizes that eternal life is not just life after death; it is knowing God and Jesus Christ. It begins the moment you believe.


5.  Belief and Unbelief. John presents a stark contrast throughout his Gospel: light versus darkness, belief versus unbelief, life versus death. Every encounter with Jesus forces a decision. There is no neutral ground.
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How to Get the Most Out of This Companion
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This companion is designed to be simple and accessible. You do not need a theology degree or a Bible commentary to understand it. You just need an open heart.

Here are a few suggestions as you begin:
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1. Read the Chapter First.
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Each day, you will be reading one chapter of John. Before you read the "Reflection" and "Prayer" sections for that day, take a few minutes to read the chapter itself. 

The companion is meant to guide your understanding, but the Bible itself is the main event.
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2. Go at Your Own Pace.
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This is a 21-day plan, but it is not a race. If you miss a day, do not feel guilty. Just pick up where you left off. The goal is not completion; the goal is connection with Jesus.
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3. Look for Jesus.
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As you read, always ask yourself: What does this reveal about who Jesus is? What does it reveal about His relationship with the Father? How does this passage invite me to believe?
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4. Use the Prayer.
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Each day ends with a short prayer. Use it to talk to God about what you just read.
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5. Expect to Be Changed.
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John wrote so that you "may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name." Come to this book with an open heart, willing to let the Word made flesh speak into your life.
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A Quick Overview of the 21-Day Journey
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  Part 1 (Chapters 1–4): The Word becomes flesh; the testimony of John the Baptist; the first disciples; the wedding at Cana; Jesus and Nicodemus; the woman at the well
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