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        “I grew up beside him. Now I want to be under him…”

      

      

      I’ve had a crush on Brock since we were six.

      He’s been my neighbor, my best friend, my constant.

      And the boy I never had the nerve to confess to—especially once he grew up into a man who makes my heart do backflips.

      We’ve never crossed the line, but now my parents are away, and I’m home alone.

      Brock is supposed to be off enjoying spring break, but when he shows up at my house unannounced, all bets are off…

      

      A spicy coming-of-age, best friend-to-lover short story.

      

      Tropes:

      ⁃	Boy Next Door

      ⁃	Friends to Lovers

      ⁃	Secret Crush

      ⁃	Naughty Neighbors

      

      
        
        18+ only*

      

      

      *NB: The story depicted here is intended for mature audiences. It most likely contains coarse language and highly graphic depictions of sex acts meant to titillate and excite the reader. All copulating characters are 18 years or older.
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      Imagine having your very first crush at six years old.

      Not the kind that makes sense. Not the kind built on anything real or tangible—just a blurry, silly, heart-skipping feeling that settles in the chest and refuses to go away.

      There was a boy in my first-grade class who made my stomach flutter every time he looked my way. He had this mop of brown hair and a laugh that made me grin even when I didn’t understand the joke.

      I wanted him to be my boyfriend. I didn’t even know what that meant back then—just that it sounded special, like something out of the cartoons and movies I liked. His name was Brock, and he was cute. Really cute. And the sound of his name alone could make me smile like a goof.

      But every time I tried to work up the courage to tell him I liked him, I froze. My heart would race, my mouth would dry up, and my tongue would twist itself into knots. So instead, I kept quiet, silently crushing, softly aching. Smiling too wide anytime he spoke to me.

      I must have looked ridiculous, but I was too young to understand how easy I was to read.

      Fast forward a few years—and boom. Brock’s family moves in next door.

      As in, we share a mailbox post and a strip of grass.

      As in, I can hear their backdoor slam shut if my window is cracked open.

      That silly childhood crush didn’t fade—it bloomed. Evolved. Deepened. Watching him unpack boxes with his parents in the beginning, then laughing as he chased his dog across the lawn later—it was like my heart forgot how to beat normally as I stared at him. Peeking from behind barriers, of course.

      And then things got worse. Or better! Or both.

      We became friends.

      Not the casual kind either—real friends. Best friends. We’d walk back and forth between our houses like it was nothing, drifting in and out of each other’s spaces like gravity had glued us together. We’d binge-watch TV shows, trade off video game controllers, text each other nonsense at midnight, and vent about teachers and stupid classmates and what our futures might look like. It became impossible to imagine my life without him in it.

      So of course I never told him about the crush.

      Why would I? Especially when it never really went away. And especially when puberty hit him like a truck in the best possible way. All of a sudden, Brock wasn’t just the boy from first grade with a goofy grin—he was this tall, broad-shouldered, heartthrob version of himself. His jaw got sharper. His voice dropped. Muscles popped where there hadn’t been any before. And I had a front-row seat to every frickin’ stage of the transformation.

      I even glimpsed a few erections, the image of his stiff, lengthy imprint haunting me and sending me to masturbation sessions to relieve the tension concentrated between my legs, my body yearning to know what his cock would feel like inside me instead, sliding against my insides.
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