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            The structure of the book of Nehemiah is very similar to that of Ezra. It is divided into two main sections: the physical construction of the wall, chapters 1 to 6, and the spiritual restoration of the people, chapters 7 to 13.

Undoubtedly, there is much to learn from Nehemiah. For example, how to analyze a complex problem and find solutions, how to stay true to our convictions and vision in the face of opposition, how to organize and motivate people around a common cause guided by God, how to persevere in the task God has assigned us until it is completed, and how to delegate responsibilities. But even more importantly, we can learn about prayer.

The next time you pray, spend at least the first half of the time reflecting on who God is and what He has done. Then, confess your sins and thank him for forgiveness. Finally, make your requests. And remember to be encouraged to know that God is not only able to meet your needs, but is pleased to do so.
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Introduction
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If you have ever faced an overwhelming task or felt incompetent in the face of a challenge, you can identify with Nehemiah. He knew the classic problems of leadership: motivating others to act, overcoming criticism, and not giving in to frustration, to name just a few. Without neglecting the practical or the spiritual, Nehemiah shows how to tackle difficult God-given tasks and overcome opposition and apathy.

His story can give hope to all. As a Jewish exile, he became ruler of a hopeless remnant and a ruined city. In only fifty-one days he accomplished the impossible: rebuilding the walls and restoring the gates of Jerusalem. After the rebuilding -chapters 1-6- Nehemiah devoted himself to the restoration of God's people -chapters 7-12-. His obedience to God served as a model for all areas of society.

Note how Nehemiah combined a deep spirituality with practical and concrete actions. We can see it clearly in passages like this: "So we prayed to our God and set watchmen in the city day and night to guard us" (Nehemiah 4:6-10).

Nehemiah was a versatile leader, a contemporary of Ezra. He served in the Persian court and became governor of Judah. Although Nehemiah wore many hats, he is best known for donning a builder's helmet and rebuilding the wall that surrounded his beloved Jerusalem.

Nehemiah's dedication and dependence on God teach us that whatever we do, we are always working under the sovereign hand of our Lord. God not only gives us the passion to engage in His work, but He also gives us the strength and resources to do so. If we are passionate and dedicated to the tasks He has sovereignly given us, we will enjoy the satisfaction of a job well done, and God will receive the glory.

The structure of Nehemiah is very similar to that of Ezra. It is divided into two main sections: the physical construction of the wall, chapters 1-6, and the spiritual restoration of the people, chapters 7-13.

We can also look at this book through the lens of Nehemiah and the positions he held. Notice what God allowed him to do: Nehemiah is cupbearer to the king, rebuilder of the wall, and governor of the people. Three positions held by a man with a big heart for God.
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Nehemiah 1:1-6

The writer
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Today, dear friend, we are going to study the book of Nehemiah, and as we enter into the reading of this book we would like to say a few words about the writer of this book, something about the person the story is about. The use of the first person pronoun in Nehemiah 1:1 gives the impression that Nehemiah was the author. If Ezra was the writer, then he copied from Nehemiah's journal. Now this book, as in the case of the book of Ezra, included copies of letters, decrees, records and other documents. The conclusion is that the same author wrote both books and it was probably Ezra. The two books of Ezra and Nehemiah are listed as one in the Hebrew canon. Nehemiah was a layman, while Ezra was a priest. In the book of Ezra, as we read it earlier, we realized that the emphasis was on the rebuilding of the temple. Now, in the book of Nehemiah the emphasis is on the rebuilding of the wall of the city of Jerusalem. In Ezra we saw the religious aspect of the return of the people to their land, while here in the book of Nehemiah we have the political aspect. Ezra was a good representative of the priest and the scribe; and Nehemiah was the noble representative of the businessman. Nehemiah had a very important position in the court of the powerful king of Persia, Artaxerxes. But his heart was with the people of God in Jerusalem, and with God's program for Jerusalem. And we would like to emphasize that the main feature of this book is its personal aspect. We are sure that you will receive a great blessing through this study and reading of this book.
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The date
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Chronologically, this is the last of the historical books of the Old Testament. Considering the historical factor, we arrive with this book at the end of a line. As far as the history of the Jews is concerned, the Old Testament did not go any further. The book of Ezra took up the thread of history some seventy years after the Second Book of Chronicles. The seventy years of captivity were over, and a remnant returned to the land of Israel. The return under Ezra occurred about fifty years after the return under Zerubbabel; and Nehemiah returned about fifteen years after Ezra. Of course all these figures of years we mention are only approximate and we present them to give an idea of the different stages of Israel's history after the captivity. This allows us to see how Daniel's seventy weeks fit into the general context in a normal and reasonable way. These seventy weeks began in the book of Nehemiah, and not in the book of Ezra. In Daniel chapter 9, verse 25 we read: "Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks" and the historical background for the events of Nehemiah is found in the final part of the verse, where it says: "the street and the wall shall be built again in troublous times".

Now, going back to Nehemiah, and if you want to have some more or less exact dates, we can say that the decree of Cyrus was issued in 536 B.C. and we find that in the Book of Ezra, chapter 1, verse 4. Then the decree of Artaxerxes was issued in 445 B.C. (in the twentieth year of his reign). From that time the "seventy weeks" would begin to be counted. And we can read that in the second chapter of Nehemiah, in the first eight verses. And the first seven weeks mentioned in Daniel 9 would end in 397 BC and we see that in Malachi. And then we notice that through this prophecy, one could clearly indicate the period of time that would pass until the birth of the Messiah.
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Key verses
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If we had to choose two of them, we would choose Nehemiah 1:4 and 6:3. Nehemiah 1:4 says, "4When I heard these words I sat down and wept, mourned for some days, fasted and prayed before the God of heaven." And 6:3 says, "3Then I sent messengers to say to them, 'I am engaged in a great work, and I cannot come; for the work would cease if I left it to come to you.

We will now present a brief
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General outline
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To have a panoramic view of the book.

I. Rebuilding the walls, chapters 1 to 7.

1. Nehemiah's prayer for the remnant in Jerusalem, chapter 1.

2. Nehemiah's request to the king; return to Jerusalem; inspection of the ruins of Jerusalem, chapter 2:1-16.

3. Nehemiah's encouragement to rebuild the walls, chapter 2:17-20.

4. Re-construction of the walls and gates, chapter 3.

5. Nehemiah's response to the opposition, chapters 4 to 6. The completion of the walls, 6:15.

6. The record of the people made by Nehemiah, chapter 7.

II. Renewal and reform, chapters 8 to 13.

Great reading of the Bible led by Ezra, chapter 8.

Renovation, the result, chapters 9 and 10.

3. The reform, another result, chapters 11 to 13.
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Nehemiah 1:1-6
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The theme of the first chapter revolves around Nehemiah's prayer for the remnant in Jerusalem. The people of Israel had been called to be a witness against idolatry but, too often, they failed and the Israelites became idolaters. God had warned His people through the prophets of the inevitable results of idol worship. And they kept breaking the law, breaking the law, until finally there was no choice. Then God allowed them to be led into captivity in Babylon, which was the source of idolatry. There, by dint of being fed up with the idols of Babylon, they would learn their lesson and God would allow them to return repudiating idolatry. However, their spiritual restoration would be incomplete. And they would not be completely free from this time on, in this period up to the time of the arrival of the Roman Empire.

There were three men who played important roles in the rebuilding of Jerusalem. Zerubbabel, the prince, who represented the political aspect. Then we saw Ezra, the priest, and finally Nehemiah, the non-religious layman. As a historical summary we will say that the king, the priest, the prophet had failed in the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem and the cleansing of the temple. So God raised up a man whom we designate as a layman. And we frankly believe that this is an unfortunate distinction, and it is something we often make in our day; we always distinguish categorically between believers devoted full time to the Lord and the laity. And the truth is that one is part of the other, and we need both, and it is not necessary to establish such a marked difference, from the point of view of their effectiveness in the development of the Christian work.

Here we see then that a layman rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem and made a cleansing in the temple. And we believe that even in our days God can and does raise up people who have professional occupations, outside the religious sphere, to do great works and to develop His work on a secure basis.

If we examine well this man, Nehemiah, we will see that he believed in watching and working, and he also believed in working and praying. Watching and praying, or we could also say, working and praying, were the words that characterized this man. Nehemiah had a good job in Susa, the capital of Persia. He was a government official. He was the cupbearer to the king. The cupbearers assisted the king at meals, serving them wine. They were very trusted persons, who sometimes acted as advisors to the king. He could have remained in the capital of the kingdom as he was a good, honest, honest man. But he would never have appeared in the Book of God, nor would he have been used by God if he had remained in that position. And we would like you, dear reader, to observe some of the traits that highlighted this man, as we proceed in our study.

Let us remember that in the first seven chapters of Nehemiah we have the rebuilding of the walls of the city. And in chapters 8 to 13, we have the renovation and reformation.
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Nehemiah 1
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The first paragraph of our study, in chapter 1, could be titled
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Nehemiah's concern for the remnant of Jerusalem.
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We see in the first chapter Nehemiah's prayer for the remnant in Jerusalem. Let us read the first two verses of the first chapter of Nehemiah:

"The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. Now it came to pass in the month Chisleu, in the twentieth year, when I was in Shushan, the capital of the kingdom, that Hanani, one of my brothers, came with some men from Judah. Then I asked them about the Jews who had escaped, those who had been saved from captivity, and about Jerusalem."

Now, when he wrote this phrase: those who had escaped, he was referring to those who had returned to the land. Now, Nehemiah could have returned to his land but, for some reason he didn't. He had a good job, and we're not going to criticize him for that, for the simple reason that he had a good job. He had a good job, and we are not going to criticize him for that, for the simple reason that God uses men like him, and God used Nehemiah.

This man with such a high position had a great concern for the work of God. He was very concerned about the cause of God. One day as he was engaged in his duties in the palace, in his daily activities, as he was going from one place to another he suddenly met one of his brothers who had just arrived from Jerusalem, and who was probably bringing some message to the palace. And Nehemiah stopped beside him and asked him, "How are things in Jerusalem? And this was the answer he received. Let us read verse 3:

"They said to me, 'The rest, those who were saved from captivity, there in the province, are in a very difficult and shameful situation. The wall of Jerusalem is in ruins and its gates destroyed by fire."

And it was not a very pleasant picture that he received. We see that God's people and God's cause were in a sorry state. The Jews were discredited because as God's people they had failed, and God could not let that happen. Unfortunately we can't let that happen today either. And we see here that this man Nehemiah was very concerned and uneasy about the report he had received. He could have reacted in various ways. For example, he could have said, "Well, that's very sad, I'm very sorry and I'm going to pray about this problem." But the important thing here is that he was very interested in what was happening. When he received this message he reacts in a way that serves as an example for us. Let's look at what he said here in verse 4, which begins a paragraph dedicated to
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Nehemiah's prayer
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"When I heard these words I sat down and wept, mourned for some days, fasted and prayed before the God of heaven."

There are several things to which we want to direct our attention in this verse in a special way. Nehemiah was not indifferent to the sad condition of the people; neither was he a person who liked to criticize. He could have done it; he could have said, "Well, they should have done that or that, or they should have done it in this other way." We can appreciate that he did not proceed that way. Nehemiah was very concerned about the situation and it was something that affected him in a very personal way. Here we find the same thing that we had seen before in the book of Ezra, let us remember his reaction to the condition of God's people. Ezra was a priest, and he was a person who felt committed and concerned about the situation. Here, in Nehemiah, we now have a layman, a civil servant who also felt involved in the problem.

Today, the cause of God is in danger. And we wonder if those who criticize things feel truly involved in what is happening? If what someone is criticizing doesn't hurt their heart, they should stop criticizing. Sometimes there is too much talk, but no tears are shed. No one can be a true messenger of God if the message does not cause them personal anguish.

While Ezra was an older man, we believe that Nehemiah was a young man. Earlier we suggested that Ezra was probably a young boy at the time of the captivity, but we believe that Nehemiah was born into captivity, as were many others. And that was the reason why when we studied the book of Ezra, we did not criticize those people who had decided to stay in Babylon. Although they were outside the will of God (this was obvious and we can clearly appreciate it in the book of Esther) among them there were people very faithful to God who did not return to the land. The apostle Paul in his letter to the Romans, chapter 14, verse 4, said: "Who are you, that you judge another's servant? For his own master stands, or falls." Therefore, Dear Reader, neither you nor I have any right to judge such people. We must be very careful when we judge or criticize other believers, especially when we are not aware of all the circumstances.

We are told here that Nehemiah sat down and wept. Now, he was busy in his affairs of state, but this did not prevent him from sitting down and weeping. We also read that he said, "I mourned for some days, and fasted and prayed before the God of heaven." This was the source of the resources of those men, like him and Ezra: to present their distress before God and pray.

And again we would like to direct your attention here to this expression the God of heaven, which first appeared in the Book of Ezra, then was repeated here in Nehemiah, and then, we may observe it in the Book of Daniel. It was an expression peculiar to these three books. After the fall and destruction of Jerusalem, God could no longer be identified with the Temple, as the one between the cherubim. His glory had departed and the word "Ichabod" (meaning where is the glory?) was written on the coat of arms of Israel. The prophet Ezekiel saw the glory of the Lord depart from the temple, recede over the wall of the city, and then alight momentarily on the top of the Mount of Olives, and then rise into the sky. He did not appear again until that occasion in Bethlehem, according to the account in Luke 2:14, when the angel said, "Glory to God in the highest" for He is there. Christ would come to earth in the form of a man, and His glory was concealed. But one day He will return. And the Lord Jesus Christ Himself said, "Then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory." (Mt.24:30) And we do not know what that sign will be. But we have the impression that it could be the glory of God returning. But in Nehemiah's time, He is the God of heaven and Nehemiah addressed God that way. This was a great prayer, and then we'll have another one in chapter 9. But here in verse 5 he said:

"And I said unto him, I beseech thee, O Lord God of heaven, the mighty, the great, and the terrible, who keepest covenant, and hast mercy on them that love thee and keep thy commandments."

Let us pause here for a moment, because this fearful word mentioned here has been used many times in a wrong way. This word, which is equivalent to "reverend" was the name given to religious ministers formerly when they were held in high esteem in their community, which is no longer the case in our time. In former times, then, it was an expression of respect, although it was an inappropriate name. But in reality it means the reverend God, "the fearful God," who causes fear. But also, as this verse 5 says, he is the God who keeps the covenant and has mercy on those who love him and obey his commandments. He is God of judgment, but He is also a loving God who shows His grace and mercy. And Nehemiah continued his prayer by saying in verse 6:

"Now let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer of your servant, which I now pray before you day and night for the children of Israel, your servants. I confess the sins which we children of Israel have committed against you; yes, I and my father's house have sinned."

Let's look at Nehemiah's vocabulary in this prayer. Did he say "the sins that THEY have committed against YOU?" No. Nehemiah said, "The sins that we have committed against YOU; yes, I and my father's house have sinned." Nehemiah did get straight to the point. He said, "I am a sinner. My father's house has sinned. The nation has sinned." How many times have we heard this kind of confession of sin in Christian circles? So Nehemiah totally identified with the people, with those who had sinned.

It is important to note that in his prayer, Nehemiah made a concrete confession: that the failure of the Jews was due to sin. He did not act as in the New Testament the Pharisees would act, as mere spectators of the sin of others, and who did not recognize their own.

And just as His presence withdrew from the people who became idolatrous and fell into sin, God remains distant from the sinner because of his rebellion. It is that until a person sees himself before God as he is, that is, until he recognizes that he is a sinful being, he cannot establish a relationship with Him. For before others we can hide our thoughts and, to some extent, our actions. But God sees inside everyone, and before Him we can only express the truth. Therefore, whoever approaches God humbly, with that attitude of sincerity, acknowledging by faith his need for God's grace and mercy, and the sufficiency of Christ's work on the cross on his behalf, God receives him as His Son, grants him forgiveness, salvation, eternal life. And then, His Spirit begins to transform him into a new person, in whom the light and splendor of God's glory can shine.
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Nehemiah 1:7 - 2:16
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We return today, dear friend, to the first chapter of this book of Nehemiah. And we're going to begin our reading at verse 7. In the previous chapter, we left this part of Nehemiah's prayer. You will recall that Nehemiah was the king's cupbearer, he had a political position, he was a government official. On a certain occasion he met one of his brethren of his race who had come from Jerusalem and he told him that things were in a terrible situation, that there was much affliction, that the people were discouraged. And this man Nehemiah sat down and began to weep, and he fasted and prayed for several days. At the end of the previous program we were reading the prayer that he addressed to God. And we conclude by reading verse 6, in which we note Nehemiah's vocabulary in this prayer. Did he say "the sins that THEY have committed against YOU?" No. He said, "The sins that we have committed against YOU; yes, I and my father's house have sinned." Nehemiah did get straight to the point, Dear Reader, saying, "I am a sinner. My father's house has sinned. The nation has sinned." How many times have we heard this kind of confession of sin in Christian circles? In other words, Nehemiah totally identified with the people, with those who had sinned.
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