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      [About This Book]

      Romans is called the ‘Magna Carta of the Gospel.’ However, to many Christians, Romans still feels like a difficult and complicated theology textbook. This book breaks down exactly that barrier.

      

      The author expounds on Romans chapters 1 through 9 from the single consistent perspective of ‘the gospel of the water and the Spirit,’ that is, the baptism and the Cross of Jesus Christ. Just as the high priest transferred the sins of the people onto the offering through the laying on of hands in the Old Testament atonement sacrifices, Jesus had all the sins of the world transferred onto His body by receiving baptism from John, and saved those who believe by fully bearing the punishment of those sins on the Cross. When reading the words of the Bible through the lens of this gospel of the water and the Spirit, one finally comes to realize how sophisticated Paul’s argument is.

      

      This book leads the reader to wrestle with the Bible themselves through a ‘Q&A’ (asking and answering) method. While finding the answers from the perspective of the gospel of the water and the Spirit through key texts and questions in each chapter, it can be utilized not only for personal meditation but also as material for small group Bible studies and discipleship training.
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      First of all, we are delighted that this book has reached you well, and we give great thanks to God.

      Our ‘The New Life Mission,’ established in 1991, is carrying out a literature mission ministry that translates and distributes Pastor Paul C. Jong’s spiritual sermon collections into multiple languages worldwide.

      Pastor Paul C. Jong has been easily and clearly conveying Jesus’ salvation work according to the Word of the Bible to this day, so that many people can receive true remission of sins and return to God through just this one book. And together with his fellow workers, he continues to make tireless efforts even now to spread the gospel of water and the Spirit throughout the world.

      
        
        [Ministry Introduction]

        • Pastor Paul C. Jong’s thematic books: Over 69 volumes written (continuously being published)

        • Translation languages: Approximately 110+ languages

        • Single-language books: Approximately 1,700+

        • Bilingual books: Approximately 370+

        • Daily website visitors: Average over 20,000 (supporting 27 languages)

        • Daily e-book downloads: Over 2,000 copies

        • Daily audiobook downloads: Over 3,000 copies

      

        

      
        [Ministry Channels]

        • Download Services

        Free: E-books and audiobook files provided on ‘The New Life Mission’ homepage / Official Wix blog

        Paid: Amazon, Apple Books, Google Books, Kobo, Spotify, Apple Music, etc. (printed books, e-books, audiobooks)

        • Other Content: YouTube & Blog (Sermons, Bible studies, testimonies, etc.) / SNS (Facebook, Instagram, etc.)

        • Offline: Worldwide network of partner churches and co-workers

      

      

      We ask that you recommend this book and ‘The New Life Mission’s website to many people around you so that lost souls can return to God. (For those who have purchased printed books from Amazon or purchased ePub e-books, audiobooks, etc. through paid sites, leaving warm reviews on the respective purchase platforms would greatly help our mission.)

      
        
        • Recommend Pastor Paul C. Jong’s books and website (https://www.bjnewlife.org) to acquaintances around you

        • Participate in the ministry by writing book reviews on purchase platforms

      

      

      Please join us in this beautiful literature ministry so that the gospel of truth may reach lost souls in these last days. We pray that God’s blessings will be with you.
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      Romans is one of the most deeply studied Bible texts in Christian history.

      It is the very word that led Luther’s Reformation, triggered Augustine’s conversion, and made Wesley’s heart strangely warm. Countless theologians and preachers have drawn the truth of salvation from this letter. However, I have harbored one question for a long time.

      Why do so many believers, even after reading Romans, continue their life of faith amidst guilt and fear without obtaining the assurance of the remission of sins?

      

      In the process of finding that answer, I came to discover one consistent truth that Apostle Paul proclaims penetrating through the entire Book of Romans. It is the very word of the gospel of the truth of the water and the Spirit.

      Jesus Christ came to this earth and completely solved the problem of mankind’s sin in a two-fold structural manner.

      First is the ministry of taking upon all the sins of the world onto His body by receiving baptism from John, and second is fully bearing God’s righteous judgment by shedding blood and paying the price of sin on the Cross because He had the sins of the world transferred onto His body. These ministries of two structures are one ministry of salvation that cannot be separated from each other.

      

      If you read Romans chapters 1 through 9 from the perspective of this gospel of the water and the Spirit, surprising facts will begin to come into view.

      

      What ‘the righteousness of God’ declared by Paul in Chapter 1 is, why he criticized the religious formalism of the Jews so sharply in Chapter 2; how ‘the one righteousness of God’ appeared in Chapter 3; how Abraham’s faith connects to us in Chapter 4; how reconciliation with God comes about in Chapter 5; what the baptism Jesus received from John speaks of in Chapter 6; why the despair in Chapter 7 is absolutely necessary; how the assurance of salvation that there is no more condemnation for those who believe is given in Chapter 8 because Jesus received baptism from John to have the sins of the world transferred and bore that judgment on the Cross; and how God’s sovereignty connects with the history of salvation in Chapter 9—all these connect in a consistent flow within the single gospel of the water and the Spirit.

      

      This sermon booklet is not an academic commentary. Nor is it a book for theological debate.

      This book was written for people suffering because of sin, people craving the assurance of salvation from sin, and people who have lived a life of faith for a long time but have not fully experienced the power of the gospel of the water and the Spirit.

      

      There is a reason why this letter sent by Apostle Paul to the Roman church is held in your hands today.

      It is because it is God’s will to have you accept by faith ‘the righteousness of God,’ that is, the word of the gospel of the water and the Spirit completed by the baptism and the Cross of Jesus Christ, and to have you live as God’s children who have been completely delivered from your sins.

      

      Each chapter is organized to read the text of Romans first, and then to unravel how that word connects with the gospel of the water and the Spirit in a question-and-answer format.

      Please hold the Bible text in your hand and read along with an open heart.

      I earnestly hope that the already completed salvation, the already fulfilled righteousness of God, will take its place as living faith within your hearts.

      

      I pray that you will be delivered from sin through this word of the gospel of the water and the Spirit.

      

      
        
        - The Author -
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        1. What does God say in Romans Chapter 1?

        (Romans 1:1-32)

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            WHAT DOES GOD SAY IN ROMANS CHAPTER 1?

          

        

      

    

    
      < Romans 1:1-32 >

      “Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of God which He promised before through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh, and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead. Through Him we have received grace and apostleship for obedience to the faith among all nations for His name, among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ; To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world. For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of His Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers, making request if, by some means, now at last I may find a way in the will of God to come to you. For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, so that you may be established— that is, that I may be encouraged together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me. Now I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that I often planned to come to you (but was hindered until now), that I might have some fruit among you also, just as among the other Gentiles. I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise. So, as much as is in me, I am ready to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also. For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.” For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things. Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due. And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them.”

      • WHAT IS BEING SAID IN THE WORDS FROM ROMANS 1:1-17?

      Romans 1:1-17 are the words that summarize and show in the introduction the identity and power of the gospel, and how salvation is given.

      These verses are like a kind of ‘Gospel Manifesto’ that opens the entire book of Romans. First, in verses 1 through 7, Paul introduces himself as a servant of Jesus Christ and an apostle set apart for the gospel.

      This gospel is not a new doctrine made by humans, but the ‘gospel of God’ that was already promised in the Scriptures through the prophets. The center of the gospel is Jesus Christ.

      As to the flesh, He was born from the lineage of David, and as to the spirit of holiness, He is the Son of God, possessing the power of resurrection from the dead.

      Through this Jesus Christ, the apostolic office was given, and this gospel is delivered to all who are called, without distinction between Jew and Gentile.

      

      Between verses 8 and 15, Paul gives thanks to God that the faith of the Roman saints is being proclaimed throughout the whole world. Paul earnestly desires to visit them in person to share a spiritual gift and to be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith.

      Paul confesses that he is a ‘debtor’ to all—Greeks and barbarians, the wise and the foolish—and declares that he is ready to preach the gospel to those in Rome as well.

      In the following verse 16, Paul boldly proclaims: “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.” The gospel is not a mere teaching or an ethical lesson. It is the actual power of God that saves believers, and this salvation comes without discrimination to both Jews and Gentiles.

      

      The final verse, 17, is a central verse that contains the core theme of the entire book of Romans.

      Paul clearly declares: “For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘The just shall live by faith.’” He emphasizes that salvation is not achieved through human works or the fulfillment of the law, but is accomplished through the righteousness of God revealed in the gospel, and that this righteousness is received only through faith.

      Ultimately, Romans 1:1-17 suggests that the gospel originated from God, is centered on Jesus Christ, and is the power of God that saves all who believe.

      The doctrine and argumentation of the entire book of Romans are firmly established on this declaration: that salvation is not by human works but is given by faith, completed by the righteousness of God.

      • THROUGH WHOM WAS THE GOSPEL OF GOD COMPLETED?

      The gospel of God was perfectly completed through Jesus Christ.

      The Bible clearly testifies that the gospel is not a mere idea or doctrine, but a fact of salvation accomplished through the actual historical work of one person.

      Above all, the gospel was completed not just by remaining a promise, but by being ‘fulfilled.’ God promised the gospel beforehand through the prophets of the Old Testament, and that promise was completed by being actually realized in Jesus Christ.

      Romans 1:2-4 says that this gospel is what God promised beforehand in the Scriptures, concerning our Lord Jesus Christ, who as to His flesh was a descendant of David, and who through the resurrection was declared to be the Son of God in power.

      In other words, the gospel is not a human enlightenment but an event of God’s plan fulfilled in time.

      

      Furthermore, the entire ministry of Jesus Christ is the very completion of the gospel.

      The gospel of God is not limited to any single part of Jesus’ ministry but was accomplished through His entire life and work.

      From the Incarnation of coming in a human body to save sinners, the public ministry that revealed the reality of the Kingdom of God, the death that took the transfer of all sins of this world and accomplished God’s righteous judgment regarding sin, and up to the resurrection that confirmed the truth of that salvation, all processes were completed without exception.

      Thus, the gospel became a perfect salvation that needs no further addition.

      

      This completion of the gospel was possible not by human merit but only by the work of God.

      The gospel of God was not completed by human cooperation but was entirely accomplished by God through Jesus Christ.

      Therefore, the gospel does not depend on human decision or effort. It is an object to be received by faith, not a process we create.

      The apostles did not preach the gospel as a ‘salvation in progress’ but testified to it as a salvation already accomplished in Christ.

      

      Ultimately, it is clear why the gospel was completed only through Jesus Christ.

      This is because the problem of sin cannot be solved by humans themselves, the judgment on sin can only be borne by God, and salvation itself must be accomplished by God to be true salvation.

      That is why God did not stop at sending angels or prophets, but completed the gospel by sending His own Son directly.

      In summary, the gospel of God was not created by the church, nor completed as a theological system, nor established by human acts of faith.

      It is the history of salvation that God Himself accomplished and completed through Jesus Christ; therefore, the gospel is not something to which believers must add, but a complete gift from God to be received by faith.

      • REGARDING THE PHYSICAL LINEAGE OF JESUS CHRIST

      The physical lineage of Jesus Christ is the decisive evidence that shows how the Bible’s promise of salvation was fulfilled in actual history.

      The gospel does not simply remain a conceptual or spiritual declaration. The gospel was completed through a clear lineage and a birth in history.

      The Bible does not introduce Jesus as an illusion or a simple symbol. He put on an actual human body and was born within a specific family and lineage.

      Romans 1:3 clearly testifies, “concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh.”

      This means that Jesus is a historical figure who came as an actual human, and that He physically fulfilled the messianic prophecies of the Old Testament.

      

      From the Old Testament times, God repeatedly promised that the Messiah would come from the house of David, and this promise was fulfilled in Jesus Christ exactly as it was spoken.

      By coming as a descendant of King David, Jesus was qualified as the legitimate Messiah who inherits the royal line.

      Matthew and Luke testify to Jesus’ Davidic lineage from different perspectives, confirming its legitimacy.

      Although Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, His body was clearly born of Mary, and thus He possessed a true human nature.

      Through this, Jesus became a ‘true human’ who could bear the sins of humanity in their place, and at the same time, He became the ‘true Savior’ sent by God.

      

      Furthermore, the completion of the legal lineage was also achieved through the relationship with Joseph.

      Joseph was not Jesus’ biological father, but as a descendant of the house of David, he performed the role of a legal father.

      Consequently, Jesus became a descendant of David by bloodline through Mary, and legally belonged to the royal house of David through Joseph.

      In this way, Jesus fulfilled the qualifications of the Messiah in both physical and legal aspects.

      

      The reason why the physical lineage of Jesus Christ is so important is that because sin began with man, salvation also had to be accomplished through a Savior who put on a human body.

      The promise of God cannot remain an abstract slogan. It had to be fulfilled within actual history and lineage.

      In conclusion, Jesus is not a being who suddenly appeared from heaven, but the Messiah who was born within the genealogy of Abraham and David.

      The physical lineage of Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of the promise given to Abraham, the completion of the covenant regarding the Davidic dynasty, and powerful evidence that God Himself entered into human history.

      Jesus came as a true human with an actual lineage in order to bear the sins of mankind and complete salvation.

      • IS JESUS CHRIST THE MESSIAH WHO CAME TO THIS EARTH, ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF THE OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECIES?

      Jesus Christ is the Messiah who came to this earth exactly as foretold by the prophecies of the Old Testament.

      The Bible specifically prophesied not only the Messiah’s lineage, birth, ministry, and suffering, but also His death and glory, and it clearly testifies that all those prophecies were actually fulfilled in history.

      Above all, the Messiah did not come as a vague expectation or a simple promise, but as a ‘fulfillment’.

      God spoke in advance through the prophets of the Old Testament about when, where, and as what kind of person the Messiah would come, and those prophecies were precisely realized in Jesus Christ.

      Jesus Himself also defined His ministry as the fulfillment of prophecy through His words, “that the Scripture might be fulfilled.”

      

      The Messiah’s lineage and birth were also accomplished according to prophecy. It was prophesied that the Messiah would come as a descendant of David, and Jesus was born from the lineage of David according to that word.

      Furthermore, the prophecy of the prophet Micah that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem was also precisely fulfilled through the birth of Jesus.

      This is by no means a coincidence, but the result of God’s promises meticulously interlocking in history.

      The nature of His ministry was also focused not on worldly power but on the salvation of souls.

      The Old Testament prophesied the Messiah not as a political conqueror but as a ‘servant’ who saves sinners.

      The ministry of Jesus, who preached the gospel to the poor, healed the brokenhearted, and proclaimed liberty to the captives, corresponds exactly with the image of the Messiah prophesied by Isaiah, and Jesus’ public life was the actual embodiment of this prophecy.

      

      Especially, His suffering and death can be said to be the most decisive fulfillment of prophecy.

      It was prophesied that the Messiah would suffer, be rejected by people, and be killed on behalf of sinners.

      The image of the ‘suffering servant’ described in Isaiah 53 was fulfilled in the event of Jesus’ cross without a single error.

      He bore our sins on our behalf, received the punishment we were to receive instead of us, and made many people righteous through that death.

      In addition, because the Old Testament also prophesied that the Messiah would not remain in death, the resurrection of Jesus became the event by which God Himself confirmed that He is the true Messiah.

      The resurrection is the completion of prophecy and the proof of the meaning held by the baptism and the cross, and it reveals to the whole world that Jesus is truly the one sent by God.

      

      In conclusion, Jesus Christ is the very Messiah prophesied by the Old Testament, who came as it was written without disobeying the word of God and perfectly fulfilled God’s plan, not human expectations.

      In Jesus, the prophecies of the Old Testament became not shadows but reality, and in Jesus Christ, the gospel became a complete fulfillment beyond a simple promise.

      • WHAT WAS THE APOSTLE PAUL’S PURPOSE IN TRYING TO TESTIFY TO THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD BY PREACHING THE GOSPEL OF THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT TO ROME?

      The reason the Apostle Paul wanted to go to Rome to preach the gospel in which the righteousness of God is revealed is clear.

      It was not simply because Rome was the center of the world at that time, but rather because it was a place with an environment where the gospel was most easily distorted.

      Paul held a fervent desire to establish the true essence of the gospel within the great city of Rome.

      The core value Paul sought to convey was not human zeal, morality, or the works of the law, but the righteousness of God revealed in the gospel.

      

      In Romans 1:17, Paul proclaims:

      “For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘The just shall live by faith.’”

      At that time, the Jews sought to obtain righteousness by keeping the law, and the Gentiles sought to reach righteousness through philosophy, ethics, and human reason.

      Because Paul knew that neither of these two paths could ever lead to the righteousness of God, he wanted to preach to Rome the truth that only the righteousness freely given by God can save a person.

      

      As the capital of the empire, Rome was a place where political power, legal systems, and splendid civilization were concentrated.

      This means it was a place that most strongly boasted of human ability and self-righteousness.

      From Paul’s perspective, Rome was a city where ‘human righteousness’ was piled up so high that the righteousness of God could easily be obscured.

      Therefore, Paul sought to tear down human righteousness in the heart of Rome and clearly proclaim the righteousness of God that is revealed only through the gospel.

      Also, internally within the Roman church, there was a danger of the gospel being mixed. This was because, due to the nature of the community where Jewish and Gentile believers were mixed, there was a high possibility of conflict between a faith that emphasized the law and a faith that misunderstood freedom.

      Rather than arguing over who was more ‘right,’ Paul endeavored to preach the righteousness of God instead of the law to the Jews, and the righteousness of God instead of philosophy to the Gentiles, by clarifying what must be believed for salvation.

      

      Above all, Paul himself was a witness who had personally experienced the righteousness of God.

      He was a person who had tried harder than anyone to build up righteousness through the law, but he painfully realized that this path was futile.

      He confessed that his own righteousness was not from the law, but the righteousness that comes through faith in Christ.

      He wanted to testify not to a simple theory, but to that life-giving righteousness he had actually experienced.

      Furthermore, Paul confessed, “I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise” (Romans 1:14), believing that the gospel was not the exclusive property of a particular group but a universal truth necessary for all humanity.

      In conclusion, the essential reason the Apostle Paul headed to Rome was to tear down human righteousness in the place where it was most rampant, and to proclaim the righteousness of God that is given only by faith, thereby inviting all people to the same place of salvation.

      • HOW DOES THE GOSPEL OF THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT REVEAL TO US THE WORK OF GOD THROUGH JESUS CHRIST?

      The gospel of the water and the Spirit, in which the righteousness of God is revealed, is not an abstract doctrine, but has revealed its substance before us through actual events in history.

      God has clearly revealed His righteousness, which justifies sinners, through the coming of Jesus Christ, His baptism, crucifixion, resurrection, and the testimony of the Holy Spirit.

      

      The righteousness of God was first revealed, above all, through the coming of Jesus Christ.

      This was not simply a concept hidden in heaven, but an event that He caused to be revealed to the world in the person of Jesus Christ.

      The law only reveals human sin; it could not bestow righteousness. However, God sent His Son, who is righteousness itself, to solve the problem of sin directly, and this became the true starting point of the gospel.
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