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    For Julie, one of my best friends, who still meets me for breakfast, even when I warn her I'm going to over share.
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Need You Now is a sweet romance short read: 10,400 words



A spicier version of this title was published under the pen name Elizabeth Carlos.

      

    


“Sarah, do you want a beer? Something stronger?” Tom, one of our consultants for our branch, shouted above the noise. He and my friend Esther, our receptionist, were getting our drink orders while we waited for our table in one of the side rooms to be ready. I hoped the wait wasn’t going to be too long. I was starving, and already craving a steak.

Most of us dreaded these bonding after-hours office dinners that were “strongly encouraged” once a quarter. Three of our consulting team members were still in Seattle for another couple of weeks, so they were the only ones who didn’t have to attend. Our suggestion that we switch to quarterly lunches was shot down every single time.

“No, thanks! Just a sweet tea!” I shouted back. I desperately needed the caffeine and sugar so I didn’t fall asleep. It had been a long day and this evening wasn’t shaping up to be much better. 

“You sure?” Tom, whose flashy good looks had won over coworkers and clients alike since I’d known him, seemed disappointed that we couldn’t get sloshed together. While I could really use a margarita, I’d seen how handsy the guy got at last year’s office Christmas party. I’d need my wits about me.
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