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      I was moved to write this short book when I took a few extra and un-liked cans of cat food to my local cat shelter, Purrfect Pals. I was moving from Duvall, Washington, outside of Seattle, to Charlotte, North Carolina in a few weeks. I also carried a couple of autographed cat books and a cat carrier box full of toys, some new, some gently used. The women at the shelter asked me if I was taking my cats.

      To me that was a foolish question. Of course I was taking my cats! Who wouldn’t? About the fourth time they thanked me for taking my cats with me on the move, I got it. Not everyone took their cats when they moved, particularly not long distance.

      I can’t imagine moving without mine. They are part of the family. Yes, it would be distressing, and yes, driving across country with them was looking like a monumentally stressful task, but I couldn’t make another decision. So I started thinking about why people would leave behind a cat so I could address those concerns.

      Knowing cats, I knew cats hated any change in their routine. Five days on the road was a major change, not to mention a new house. I knew it could be done. Finding a place to stay with a cat could be difficult, but again, I knew it could be done. Finding a house or apartment in a new city when you have a cat could be difficult but since I knew the other things could be done, this could be done too.

      At any rate, the idea for this book was born. There are any number of books out there on traveling with dogs, but not so much on traveling with cats. I purposely sub-titled this to say it was about moving with cats and not traveling, because I’m not going to discuss finding out if your cat has the personality to travel with you in an RV. I’ll let someone else do that. This book is about that enforced travel with a cat because you are moving.

      I’ve divided this book up into three parts based on different types of moves I’ve made. The first is the “across town” move. This is any move that allows you to take small items over to the new place and run errands over there, perhaps after work. It might not be a short drive but you make frequent trips there before the big moving day.

      The second is the “one day” move. This is the move where you can load up a truck in the morning and drive two or three hours to the new place and then unload the next day. You aren’t generally stopping in a hotel, however, the car ride is much longer and there are more things that can go wrong while traveling with the cats. This will be a much longer day for them than the across town move.

      The final section is the “cross-country move.” Any move that is more than a full day move falls into this category even if you’re moving from Seattle to San Diego (definitely not cross-country, but it’s still a comfortable three day drive or a rushed two day drive). The difference in this move is that you will spend one or more nights in a hotel room before you even reach your destination. Also, because of the distance there’s a likelihood that you will have to spend some time in a hotel when you reach your new city.

      The one move I won’t touch on, because I haven’t had to do it, and because regulations vary so greatly from country to country (and subject to change), is the international move. That’s probably the most stressful for both you and your cat or cats. What you will need to know is if there are quarantines required and what health checks your cat will need to go through before entering the country legally.

      At any rate, it is possible to take your cat with you when you move. Make sure you plan ahead for a safe journey. I hope I’m able to offer further tips throughout the book.
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