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​Prolog‬‭
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‭Centuries‬‭ago.‬‭Before‬‭fairy‬‭tales...‬‭In‬‭general,‬ ‭a‬ ‭long‬ ‭time‬ ‭ago,‬ ‭but‬ ‭it‬ ‭really‬ ‭was‬ ‭a‬ ‭long‬ ‭time‬ ‭ago...‬

––––––––
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‭There‬‭was‬‭a‬‭legend‬‭about‬‭the‬‭ruler‬‭of‬‭wolves‬ ‭and werewolves.‬

––––––––
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‭The‬ ‭legend‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭dragon‬‭tower‬‭and‬‭Dragon‬



‭City.‬

‭The‬ ‭legend‬ ‭of‬ ‭a‬ ‭great‬ ‭and‬ ‭fantastic‬ ‭war‬ ‭between good and evil and greater evil...‬




‭>>‬‭2‬‭<<‬



​‭Rumors‬‭spoke‬‭of‬‭years‬‭before‬‭the‬‭thousandth‬ ‭year.‬
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‭They‬ ‭spoke‬ ‭of‬ ‭another‬ ‭legendary‬‭fgure‬‭who‬ ‭was supposed to prevent all this fghting.‬

––––––––
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But‭ as usual, something went wrong...‬
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>>‬‭4‬‭<<‬‭
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Part‭ 1‬
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​Chapter‭ 1: The Origins of a Legend‬
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1‬‭
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‭-‬‭Grandpa‬‭Huggi?‬‭What‬‭happened‬‭next?‬‭-‬‭The‬ ‭granddaughter asked curiously.‬



––––––––
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‭-‬‭Grandpa...‬‭Please.‬‭Tell‬‭this‬‭story‬‭again‬‭-‬‭said‬ ‭the‬ ‭grandson‬ ‭and‬ ‭Grandpa‬ ‭Huggi‬ ‭began‬ ‭his‬ ‭story...‬
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This‬‭ happened‬‭ far‬‭ and‬‭long‬‭ago‭.‬‭People‬‭and‬



magical‬‭ animals‬‭ lived‬‭ in‬‭ harmony‬‭ and‬‭ would‬‭

‭continue to do so if it weren't for a certain elf.‬
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​‭His‬ ‭name‬ ‭was‬ ‭Alafer.‬ ‭He‬ ‭was‬ ‭such‬ ‭a‬ ‭little‬ ‭urchin‬‭[...]‬‭Even‬‭though‬‭he‬‭was‬‭fve‬‭feet‬‭tall‬‭and‬ ‭had the common sense of an owl leader.‬

––––––––
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‭As‬ ‭always,‬ ‭every‬ ‭Sunday‬‭at‬‭dinner‬‭he‬‭would‬ ‭tell‬ ‭us‬ ‭what‬‭things‬‭he‬‭had‬‭not‬‭learned‬‭from‬‭the‬ ‭books of Elven magic.‬

––––––––
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‭This‬ ‭is‬ ‭where‬ ‭I‬ ‭came‬ ‭in.‬ ‭As‬ ‭usual,‬ ‭late‬ ‭and‬ ‭bored with the life of a student.‬

––––––––
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Seventeen‬‭ years‬‭ were‬‭ taking‬‭ their‬‭ toll‭...‬ You‬‭ felt‭ like dancing to the music of the forest wind.‬

––––––––
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That's‬‭what‬‭I‬‭[‭...]‬‭It‬‭was‬‭with‬‭an‬‭appointment‬ and‭ usually late that I came to the Hobbit hut.‬
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​‭We‬‭wizards,‬‭elves‬‭and‬‭hobbits‬‭usually‬‭lived‬‭in‬ ‭small villages and towns.‬
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And‭ Luternof was that quiet area.‬



‭The‬ ‭forest‬ ‭was‬ ‭inhabited‬ ‭by‬ ‭elves.‬ ‭Hills‬ ‭Hobbits and wizards had their wizard towers.‬

––––––––
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‭The‬ ‭village‬ ‭was‬ ‭surrounded‬ ‭by‬ ‭felds‬ ‭of‬ ‭carrots, potatoes, rice and wheat.‬

––––––––
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The‬‭ meat‬‭ was‬‭ obtained‬‭ by‬‭ the‬‭ Elven‬‭guards‬‭ and‭ we were never short of anything.‬
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[‭...] I knocked.‬



––––––––
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​‭The‬‭door‬‭was‬‭opened‬‭by‬‭my‬‭good‬‭friend‬‭The‬ ‭Hobbit Murlookan.‬

––––––––
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‭As‬‭always,‬‭sleepy‬‭and‬‭tired,‬‭he‬‭yawned‬‭before‬ ‭starting the conversation.‬

––––––––
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‭—‬‭Aaa...‬‭Oh...‬‭Is‬‭that‬‭you‬‭Huggi?‬‭We‬‭wait,‬‭as‬ ‭always, for a quarter of an hour, but today...‬

––––––––
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‭—‬‭I‬‭know,‬‭Murlookan.‬‭Sorry.‬‭I‬‭had‬‭more‬‭than‬ ‭compulsory, but important lessons.‬

––––––––

[image: ]



—‭ So, are you still in school?‬
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​—‭‬ No‭-‬ I‬‭ denied‬‭ it,‬‭ thinking‬‭ about‬‭ my‬‭ last‬‭



year‬‭at‬‭the‬‭power‬‭school‬‭and‬‭research‬‭on‬‭magic‬‭

‭fertilizer.‬

—‭‬‭Then‬‭get‬‭in!‬‭What‬‭will‬‭you‬‭be‬‭standing‬‭in‬ the‭ doorway?!‬
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And‭ I entered a nice and well-kept hall.‬



‭Then‬ ‭to‬ ‭a‬ ‭medieval‬ ‭style‬ ‭room‬ ‭made‬ ‭as‬ ‭a‬ ‭dining room.‬

––––––––
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‭Already‬‭seated‬‭were‬‭Alafer‬‭the‬‭Elf,‬‭Murlookan‬ ‭and Marley the Man.‬
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​‭Marley‬‭had‬‭straight‬‭red‬‭hair‬‭and‬‭the‬‭smile‬‭of‬ ‭a teenager despite his young age.‬
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Even‬‭as‬‭I‬‭sat‬‭down‬‭and‬‭greeted‬‭everyone‬‭one‬‭



by‬‭ one,‬‭ I‬‭ was‬‭ unaware‬‭ of‬‭ what‬‭ was‬‭ about‬‭ to‬‭ ‭happen just minutes later.‬
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—‭‬‭Hello‬‭Huggi‬‭-‬‭Alafer‬‭said,‬‭turning‬‭around‬



in‬‭ his‬‭ chair‬‭ -‭‬ I‬‭have‬‭a‬‭few‬‭questions‬‭in‬‭private,‬‭

‭but...‬ ‭More‬ ‭later.‬ ‭Now‬ ‭sit‬ ‭down‬ ‭and‬ ‭talk‬ ‭about‬

how‬‭the‬‭tests‬‭on‬‭plants‬‭are‬‭going‭.‬‭They're‬‭going‬ ‭because, you know... They're not going!‬
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—‭‬‭Ha!‬‭Way‬‭to‬‭go!!!‬‭-‬‭Marley‬‭shouted‬‭-‬‭Good‬ joke‭ for afternoon dinner!‬
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​‭—‬‭Huggi!‬‭And‬‭you‬‭were‬‭at‬‭that‬‭meeting‬‭last‬ ‭night? - Murlookan asked out of the blue.‬
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‭—‬ ‭No,‬ ‭I‬ ‭answered‬ ‭honestly‬ ‭and‬ ‭without‬ ‭thinking.‬

––––––––
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—‭ Legend...‬



‭—‬‭Don't‬‭say‬‭anything‬‭about‬‭those‬‭Murlookan‬ ‭mill‬‭whispers.‬‭I'm‬‭not‬‭interested‬‭in‬‭gossip...‬‭And‬ ‭even less in facts. I am a magician.‬

––––––––
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—‭‬‭A‬‭student.‬‭School‬‭Joint‬‭power.‬‭Right?‬‭-‬‭He‬ bit‭ it, probably on purpose by Marley.‬
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​—‭‬‭And‬‭you‬‭from‬‭the‬‭Christmas‬‭tree?!‬‭He‬‭still‬



has‬‭this‬‭year‬‭and‬‭is‬‭a‬‭full‭-fedged...‬‭Ekcha...‬‭Herb‬ ‭magician.‬
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‭—‬ ‭You‬ ‭know‬ ‭what?‬‭Shut‬‭up‬‭and‬‭let‬‭yourself‬



‭rest.‬




I‭ sat down in my seat.‬



‭—‬ ‭But‬ ‭you‬ ‭know‬ ‭what's‬ ‭going‬ ‭on,‬ ‭right?‬ ‭“Murlookan didn't give up.‬
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—‭‬ Their‬‭ crops‬‭ aren't‬‭ growing‬‭ again?‬‭ Or‬‭did‬‭



the‬‭ King‬‭ order‬‭ to‬‭ increase‬‭ serfdom?‬‭ —‭‬ I‬‭ ‭mentioned old facts. Unnecessarily.‬
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​‭—‬‭The‬‭dragon‬‭city‬‭is‬‭to‬‭emerge‬‭for‬‭a‬‭hundred‬ ‭years‬ ‭and‬ ‭disappear‬ ‭for‬ ‭another‬ ‭thousand.‬ ‭No‬

one‬‭ will‬‭ forget‬‭ this‬‭ and‬‭ it‬‭ is‬‭ getting‬‭louder‬‭and‬‭

‭louder, although it is a secret matter.‬

‭—‬ ‭What‬ ‭do‬ ‭I‬ ‭care‬ ‭about‬ ‭Murlookan?‬ ‭—‬ ‭I‬ ‭asked a rhetorical question.‬

––––––––
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I‬‭asked,‬‭checking‬‭whether‬‭I‬‭still‬‭wanted‬‭to‬‭see‬‭



the‬‭ legendary‬‭ city‬‭ with‬‭ a‬‭ not‭-so-good‬ ‭reputation.‬
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3‬‭
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-‭‬‭Grandpa!‬‭But‬‭what‬‭did‬‭this‬‭city‬‭actually‬‭look‬ like?‬‭






‭>>‬‭14‬‭<<‬






​‭—The‬‭dragon‬‭city‬‭of‬‭Amellis?‬‭-‬‭Grandpa‬‭Huggi‬ ‭asked.‬



––––––––
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‭According‬ ‭to‬ ‭one‬ ‭legend,‬ ‭Dragon‬ ‭City‬ ‭was‬ ‭ruled by a dragon with golden skin.‬

––––––––
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The‬‭second‬‭one‬‭talked‬‭about‬‭a‬‭powerful‬‭army‬‭



and‬‭a‬‭ruler‬‭who‬‭wants‬‭to‬‭destroy‬‭the‬‭mentioned‬‭

‭town, but cannot fnd it.‬

‭The‬ ‭third‬ ‭one‬ ‭talked‬ ‭about‬ ‭the‬ ‭fall‬ ‭and‬ ‭re-emergence‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭stronghold‬ ‭in‬ ‭the‬ ‭zeroth‬

century‬‭AD‭.‬‭When‬‭all‬‭creatures‬‭and‬‭people‬‭fought‬ against‬‭forces‬‭of‬‭darkness‬‭worse‬‭than‬‭the‬‭Ender‬‭

‭Dragon.‬
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​‭Here‬ ‭we‬ ‭entered‬ ‭into‬ ‭a‬‭conversation‬‭of‬‭little‬ ‭importance for everyday life...‬

––––––––
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‭—‬‭And‬‭it‬‭should‬‭be‬‭-‬‭he‬‭threw‬‭Murlookan‬‭and‬ ‭stood up to get the map.‬

––––––––
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‭—‬‭"Alafer,‬‭you‬‭mentioned‬‭something‬‭about‬‭a‬ ‭week away," Marley mentioned.‬

––––––––
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‭—‬‭A‬‭week‬‭to‬‭the‬‭witches'‬‭village,‬‭and‬‭then‬‭to‬ ‭a‬ ‭clearing‬ ‭of‬ ‭wasteland.‬ ‭The‬ ‭road‬ ‭through‬ ‭the‬ ‭forest‬‭of‬‭dark‬‭blood,‬‭swamps‬‭of‬‭yellow‬‭frogs‬‭and‬

villages‬‭ and‬‭ towns‬‭ of‬‭ the‬‭ former‬‭ kingdom‬‭ of‬‭

‭wolves.‬ ‭Where‬ ‭the‬ ‭forests‬ ‭are‬ ‭further‬ ‭terrorized‬ ‭by a tribe of werewolves.‬
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​—‭‬ On‬‭the‬‭way,‬‭the‬‭bridge‬‭of‬‭brotherly‬‭blood‬‭



forgiveness‬‭ and‬‭ the‬‭ fox‬‭ valley?‬‭ -‭‬ Murlookan‬‭ ‭asked, placing the old map on the table.‬

––––––––
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‭—‬‭Yes,‬‭Alafer‬‭replied‬‭and‬‭took‬‭a‬‭pencil‬‭with‬‭a‬ ‭stylus diameter of 5 millimeters in his hand.‬

––––––––
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He‬‭ started‬‭ marking‬‭ the‬‭ fast‬‭track‬‭points‬‭one‬‭ by‭ one.‬

––––––––
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The‬‭frst‬‭place‬‭was‬‭our‬‭village‬‭of‬‭Dobromiro‭.‬ The‭ second troll village on the list.‬

––––––––
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The‭ third forest of dark blood.‬
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​—‭‬‭Here‬‭we‬‭are,‬‭said‬‭Alafer‬‭after‬‭marking‬‭all‬ the‭ points.‬

––––––––
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‭—‬‭And‬‭we‬‭have‬‭to‬‭reach‬‭the‬‭clearing‬‭-‬‭added‬ ‭Marley.‬

––––––––
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‭—‬ ‭Yes.‬ ‭This‬ ‭is‬ ‭the‬ ‭fastest‬ ‭route.‬ ‭And‬ ‭very‬ ‭dangerous.‬

––––––––
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‭Murlookan‬‭jumped‬‭in‬‭surprise‬‭at‬‭these‬‭words.‬ ‭Probably because of the excitement.‬

––––––––
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‭He‬ ‭liked‬ ‭such‬ ‭scary‬ ‭novels,‬ ‭and‬ ‭now‬ ‭he‬‭had‬ ‭the‬ ‭opportunity‬ ‭to‬ ‭experience‬ ‭one‬ ‭of‬ ‭them‬‭with‬ ‭his own eyes.‬
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​‭—‬ ‭Murlookan.‬ ‭Are‬ ‭you‬ ‭in?‬ ‭-‬ ‭Alafer‬ ‭asked‬ ‭aimlessly, with the already known result.‬

––––––––
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—‭‬ Yes!‬‭ Bright!‬‭ -‭‬ His‬‭ excited‬‭ voice‬‭ spoke‬‭ for‬‭ itself‭.‬

––––––––

[image: ]



—‭ A ty Marley?‬






‭—‬‭I‬‭can't‬‭say.‬‭If‬‭the‬‭wizard‬‭comes‬‭with‬‭us,‬‭I'm‬



‭in.‬




And‭ a question for me.‬



‭I‬ ‭didn't‬ ‭answer‬ ‭right‬ ‭away.‬ ‭I‬ ‭waited‬ ‭for‬ ‭Marley to leave the table.‬

––––––––
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​—‭ Yes. I'm going in.‬



‭—‬ ‭But...”‬ ‭Alafer‬ ‭wasn't‬ ‭sure‬ ‭about‬ ‭my‬ ‭decision.‬

––––––––
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‭—‬‭But‬‭I'm‬‭not‬‭acting‬‭as‬‭a‬‭shield.‬‭If‬‭something‬ ‭started going wrong, I wasn't there.‬

––––––––
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—‭‬‭Bright.‬‭But‬‭do‬‭you‬‭know‬‭that‬‭you‬‭will‬‭light‬ the‭ way for us and get us coins?‬

––––––––
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‭—‬ ‭I‬ ‭have‬ ‭some‬ ‭in‬ ‭my‬ ‭chest.‬ ‭"Should‬ ‭be‬ ‭enough," Murlookan said.‬

––––––––
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Alafer‭ was speechless.‬



––––––––
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​—‭‬ Tomorrow‬‭ morning‬‭ at‬‭ ten‬‭ o'clock‬‭ at‬‭ the‬‭



entrance‬‭gate‬‭‭-‬‭Alafer‬‭announced‬‭-‬‭We‬‭only‬‭have‬ ‭eleven days to get there.‬

––––––––

[image: ]


—‭‬ Aha,‬‭ I‬‭ announced,‬‭ eleven‬‭ to‬‭ the‬‭ night‬‭ of‬‭ the‭ full black moon. That's rather a lot.‬

––––––––
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—‭‬‭Do‬‭you‬‭know‬‭the‬‭future?‬‭—‬‭Alafer‬‭said‬‭his‬ piece‭.‬

––––––––
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—‭‬ Yes‭.‬ And‬‭ that's‬‭ good‭.‬ We'll‬‭ end‬‭ up‬‭ in‬‭ the‬‭



dirt‬‭ -‭‬ Few‬‭ people‬‭ laughed‬‭ at‬‭ my‬‭ dark‬‭ joke‬‭ -‭‬ ‭Tomorrow at ten. I see.‬

––––––––
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‭—‬‭So‬‭what‬‭will‬‭we‬‭call‬‭ourselves?‬‭Murlookan‬ ‭changed the subject.‬
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​—‭‬ White‬‭ wolves?‬‭ —‭‬ A‬‭ question‬‭ was‬‭ asked‬‭ after‭ a question. Marley asked them.‬

––––––––
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‭—‬ ‭White...‬ ‭Maybe‬ ‭Team‬ ‭White?‬ ‭—‬ ‭Now‬ ‭there's a proposal from Alafer.‬

––––––––
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‭—‬ ‭Clichéd‬ ‭-‬ ‭I‬ ‭said‬ ‭-‬ ‭You‬ ‭can‬ ‭do‬ ‭something‬ ‭more catchy.‬

––––––––
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‭—‬ ‭What‬ ‭do‬ ‭you‬ ‭propose,‬ ‭wizard?‬ ‭Alafer‬ ‭sounded almost ridiculous.‬

––––––––

[image: ]



—‭ White Lady Warriors?‬



‭—‬ ‭What‬ ‭does‬ ‭this‬ ‭name‬ ‭come‬ ‭from?‬ ‭“Murlookan didn't make the connection.‬
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​‭—‬ ‭The‬ ‭white‬ ‭lady‬ ‭is‬ ‭our‬ ‭queen.‬ ‭Right?‬ ‭-‬ ‭Marley looked into his book.‬

––––––––
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‭—‬ ‭Yes.‬ ‭And‬ ‭the‬ ‭warriors?‬ ‭We're‬ ‭not‬ ‭even‬ ‭knights‬‭-‬‭Murlookan‬‭continued‬‭to‬‭play‬‭the‬‭fool‬‭-‬ ‭Oh... Good. I already know why.‬

––––––––
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—‭‬ So‬‭ how?‬‭ White‬‭ Lady‬‭ Warriors?‬‭ -‭‬ Alafer‬‭



looked‬‭ serious‬‭ and‬‭ everyone‬‭ burst‬‭ out‬‭laughing‬‭ ‭unanimously.‬

––––––––
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—‭ And the greeting? - I asked.‬



—‭‬ "I'll‬‭ fgure‬‭ it‬‭ out‬‭ along‬‭ the‬‭ way,"‬‭ Alafer‬‭ said‭.‬
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​‭Now‬ ‭Murlookan‬‭began‬‭to‬‭hide‬‭the‬‭map,‬‭and‬ ‭Marley brought over a keg of beer.‬
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‭—‬ ‭This‬ ‭is‬ ‭Warriors‬ ‭for‬ ‭us!‬ ‭-‬ ‭He‬ ‭said‬ ‭and‬ ‭poured‬ ‭some‬ ‭fresh‬ ‭beer‬ ‭from‬ ‭the‬‭river‬‭vineyard‬ ‭into mugs.‬

––––––––
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‭We‬ ‭drank‬ ‭to‬ ‭life‬ ‭and‬ ‭the‬ ‭luck‬ ‭that‬ ‭was‬ ‭supposed to be on our side.‬

––––––––
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And‭ a few smaller things.‬



—‭‬ Now‬‭ it's‬‭ time‬‭ to‬‭ sort‬‭things‬‭out‬‭‭-‬‭Marley‬ said‭ out of nowhere.‬
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​‭And‬ ‭this‬ ‭is‬ ‭how‬ ‭some‬ ‭of‬ ‭it‬ ‭came‬ ‭out.‬ ‭Only‬ ‭Marley and Murlookan remained.‬

––––––––
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I‭ started heading towards my garden.‬






—‭ What did you agree to? - Alafer asked.‬






	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


5‬‭
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-‭‬ And‬‭ what‬‭ did‬‭ you‬‭




answer,‬‭ grandfather?‬‭




‭-‬ ‭asked‬ ‭the‬




granddaughter‭.‬



“I‬‭said‬‭we'd‬‭talk‬‭about‬‭


‭it‬ ‭later,”‬ ‭Huggi‬




continued‭.‬




‭>>‬‭25‬‭<<‬
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––––––––
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So‭ I went to the garden.‬






The‭ teacher was waiting for me there.‬






He‭ was obviously concerned.‬






—‭ Hello, he said.‬






—‭ Have a nice evening, I replied.‬



—‭‬‭Are‬‭you‬‭going‬‭somewhere?‬‭Rumors‬‭about‬ the‭ Dragon City have been circulating lately.‬




‭>>‬‭26‬‭<<‬






​—‭ Probably not- I lied.‬



—‭‬ Before‬‭ you‬‭ say‬‭ yes‭.‬‭I‬‭can‬‭do‬‭it‬‭then.‬‭Keep‬ your‭ eyes peeled.‬

––––––––
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—‭ But I'm not going anywhere. School...‬



‭—‬ ‭Leave‬ ‭these‬ ‭things‬ ‭alone.‬ ‭You‬ ‭have‬ ‭two‬ ‭months to return.‬

––––––––
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—‭ And... - I was stunned.‬






—‭‬ This‬‭ is‬‭ your‬‭ great‭-grandfather's‬ book‬‭ -‭‬



The‬‭teacher‬‭gave‬‭me‬‭a‬‭suitcase‬‭with‬‭a‬‭book‬‭three‬‭

‭hundred pages thick.‬

––––––––
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‭>>‬‭27‬‭<<‬






​—‭ And it's not my...” I fell silent.‬



‭—‬ ‭Your‬ ‭great-grandfather‬ ‭would‬ ‭probably‬ ‭want‬‭someone‬‭to‬‭fnish‬‭it.‬‭Write‬‭down‬‭what‬‭you‬ ‭can.‬




—‭ It's a wizard's book, I said.‬






—‭‬ Your‬‭ great‭-grandfather's‬ book‭.‬  He‬‭



researched‬‭ magic‬‭ and‬‭ came‬‭ to‬‭ one‬‭ conclusion‭.‬ ‭And‬ ‭you‬ ‭have‬ ‭this‬ ‭page‬ ‭torn‬ ‭out‬ ‭of‬ ‭your‬

notebook‭.‬ There‬‭ is‬‭ magic‬‭ in‬‭ her‭.‬ No‬‭ one‬‭ can‬‭ ‭continue research.‬

––––––––
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—‭ I don't understand anything, I admitted.‬




‭>>‬‭28‬‭<<‬



​‭—‬‭You‬‭are‬‭the‬‭great-grandson‬‭of‬‭a‬‭powerful‬ ‭magician. Stronger than the end dragon.‬

––––––––
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—‭ This can't be true.‬



‭—‬ ‭Accept‬ ‭this‬ ‭book‬ ‭and‬ ‭promise‬ ‭to‬ ‭return‬ ‭unharmed if you go there.‬

––––––––
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—‭ I promise.‬






‭I‬‭accepted‬‭the‬‭book‬‭and‬‭the‬‭eternally‬‭magical‬



‭pen.‬

‭After‬ ‭hearing‬ ‭what‬ ‭I‬ ‭heard,‬ ‭I‬ ‭entered‬ ‭the‬ ‭house‬ ‭and‬ ‭placed‬ ‭the‬ ‭book‬ ‭on‬ ‭the‬ ‭dining‬ ‭room‬ ‭table.‬


‭>>‬‭29‬‭<<‬






​Then‭ I took a cold shower, closing my eyes.‬






Here‭ I heard my words:‬



‭A‬ ‭new,‬ ‭better‬ ‭world‬ ‭and‬ ‭the‬ ‭adventure‬ ‭of‬‭a‬ ‭lifetime‬

––––––––

[image: ]



What‭ I need now.‬






And‭ I didn't say those words.‬






I‭ wanted to relax and another word:‬






Don't‭ regret your decisions.‬



––––––––
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>>‬‭30‬‭<<‬‭

​‭I‬‭looked‬‭around,‬‭but‬‭saw‬‭no‬‭one‬‭but‬‭me‬‭in‬‭the‬ ‭refection of the mirror.‬

––––––––
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I‭ got out of the shower and went to sleep.‬






In‭ the morning I got up around morning.‬






As‭ it turned out, I had too much time.‬






The‭ sun was coming to life.‬



‭I‬‭went‬‭downstairs‬‭to‬‭the‬‭kitchen‬‭and‬‭saw‬‭the‬ ‭book.‬




‭>>‬‭31‬‭<<‬






​My‬‭frst‬‭reaction‬‭was‬‭surprise‭.‬‭Only‬‭a‬‭dozen‬‭or‬



so‬‭minutes‬‭later‬‭I‬‭looked‬‭into‬‭the‬‭ball‬‭and‬‭again‬‭

‭at the book.‬




The‭ teacher gave it to me.‬






Best‬‭of‬‭all,‬‭I‬‭was‬‭more‬‭surprised‬‭than‬‭excited‬‭



[‭...]‬‭After‬‭all,‬‭my‬‭great-grandfather‬‭wrote‬‭it‬‭over‬

‭a dozen years.‬




After‬‭ a‬‭ hearty‬‭ breakfast‬‭ of‬‭ chicken‬‭eggs‬‭and‬‭



milk‬‭ with‬‭ honey‬‭ and‬‭ mint,‬‭ I‬‭ took‬‭ out‬‭ my‬‭ grandfather's‬‭diary,‬‭which‬‭was‬‭legally‬‭mine‬‭after‬‭

‭my‬ ‭father's‬ ‭death,‬ ‭and‬ ‭took‬ ‭a‬‭folded‬‭page‬‭from‬ ‭the white envelope.‬

––––––––
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This‭ was no ordinary spell.‬ >>‬‭32‬‭<<‬‭






​Something‭ told me it was something bigger.‬






However,‬‭as‬‭soon‬‭as‬‭I‬‭started‬‭reading‬‭slowly,‬‭



a‬‭piece‬‭of‬‭paper‬‭few‬‭into‬‭the‬‭book‬‭and‬‭the‬‭book‬‭

‭closed for a long time.‬




And‭ to open it, you needed a key.‬






Something‭ like a stamp with a dragon.‬



‭I‬ ‭packed‬ ‭this,‬‭basic‬‭food‬‭and‬‭coins,‬‭and‬‭then‬ ‭headed to the gate.‬

––––––––
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‭As‬ ‭if‬ ‭that‬ ‭wasn't‬ ‭enough,‬ ‭at‬ ‭nine‬ ‭o'clock‬ ‭I‬ ‭heard one voice.‬

––––––––
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‭>>‬‭33‬‭<<‬






​As‭ if someone was trying to contact me.‬



‭I‬‭heard‬‭the‬‭words:‬‭That's‬‭it.‬‭It's‬‭now!‬‭Magic‬‭is‬ ‭near!!!‬

––––––––
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...‭And so on until Alafer comes.‬






And‭ it was at nine forty.‬






—‭ Hello, magician, he said jokingly.‬






—‭ I also welcome the forest elf.‬



‭—‬ ‭Do‬ ‭you‬ ‭have‬ ‭a‬ ‭gun?‬ ‭-‬ ‭Alafer‬ ‭asked,‬ ‭showing his bow and a dozen arrows.‬


‭>>‬‭34‬‭<<‬



​—‭‬ Yes,‬‭ I‬‭ answered‬‭ and‬‭ didn't‬‭ have‬‭ time‬‭ to‬‭ add‭ it.‬

––––––––
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‭—‬ ‭This‬ ‭is‬ ‭public‬‭enemy‬‭number‬‭one.‬‭Marley‬ ‭reports obedience.‬

––––––––
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‭—‬ ‭And‬ ‭each‬ ‭other.‬ ‭Let's‬ ‭bust‬ ‭some‬ ‭wolf‬ ‭heads- Behind Marley was Murlookan.‬

––––––––
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—‭‬‭Is‬‭the‬‭whole‬‭team‬‭ready?‬‭—‬‭Alafer‬‭wasn't‬



joking‭.‬ His‬‭ tone‬‭ was‬‭ one‬‭ hundred‬‭ and‬‭ two‬‭ ‭percent drunk, but brave.‬

––––––––
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‭—‬ ‭Have‬ ‭you‬ ‭been‬ ‭drinking?‬ ‭-‬ ‭Murlookan‬ ‭asked Alafer.‬




‭>>‬‭35‬‭<<‬






​—‭ NO. It's adrenaline in my veins.‬



‭—‬ ‭Ah.‬ ‭Well,‬ ‭yes.‬ ‭"I‬ ‭can‬ ‭hear‬ ‭that,"‬ ‭said‬ ‭Marley.‬

––––––––
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‭—‬‭So‬‭are‬‭you‬‭ready‬‭to‬‭go?‬‭—Murlookan‬‭was‬ ‭speechless.‬

––––––––
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‭—‬ ‭So‬ ‭what‬ ‭are‬ ‭we‬ ‭waiting‬ ‭for?‬‭Mage?‬‭—‬‭A‬ ‭question for me from the White Knight.‬

––––––––
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—‭ And... - I'm speechless too.‬



‭The‬‭white‬‭knight‬‭approached‬‭quietly‬‭from‬‭the‬ ‭main gate.‬

––––––––
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‭>>‬‭36‬‭<<‬






​Unnoticed‭.‬






Quiet‭...‬



‭...Like‬ ‭a‬ ‭cat‬ ‭on‬ ‭the‬ ‭hunt.‬ ‭A‬ ‭mouse‬ ‭running‬ ‭away from a hunter...‬

––––––––
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—‭‬‭So‬‭why‬‭are‬‭we‬‭standing‬‭here?‬‭—‬‭The‬‭white‬



knight‬‭and‬‭his‬‭speech‬‭‭-‬‭Like‬‭trees,‬‭we‬‭will‬‭bloom‬ ‭at‬‭the‬‭next‬‭stop.‬‭Shall‬‭we‬‭set‬‭of‬‭on‬‭the‬‭expedition‬ ‭or nothing?‬

––––––––
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‭—‬ ‭Let's‬ ‭go!‬ ‭—‬ ‭We‬ ‭decided‬ ‭in‬ ‭dialect‬ ‭and‬ ‭briskly left the frst security stop.‬




‭>>‬‭37‬‭<<‬



​‭The‬ ‭second‬ ‭one‬ ‭was‬ ‭fve‬ ‭hundred‬ ‭meters‬ ‭away and another kilometer from the last one.‬
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