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​Introduction
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I was reading the Bible and a few commentaries. I thought it was sacred text coming directly from God, but to my utter surprise, it contained inconsistencies and even conflicting verses. Satan first appeared in the Bible.  To my utter surprise, I could not find evil Satan in the Bible. What I found was angelic Satan, who was appearing in the court of God and conversing directly with him. It was a shock to me as I thought Satan was an evil being, and he was expelled from heaven. Another shock came when I could not find any alleged fight between Angels and Satan or his role in Adam and Eve's story. 

Then came Christianity—the second of the Abrahamic religions. For the first time, it presented Satan as an evil being and enemy of God and the people. The transformation from the Hebrew Bible's angelic being to an evil one is not mentioned in the New Testament. The New Testament does not give any origin of Satan nor any other information except that he was evil from the beginning and dared to challenge God.

Islam followed Christianity as the third and last religion in the Abrahamic religion.  It presented Satan's story in relation to Adam and Eve and told about its pivotal role in the expulsion of both from the Garden of Eden. This information was claimed to come directly from God, so there was no question to be asked. 

Except for these three religions, Satan is non-existent in any other religion. Looking into the apparent different positions about Satan in all Abrahamic religions, I dug up deeper. To my utter surprise, beneath a plethora of ancient literature, I could find Satan's first life and, later, his first reincarnation. In both cases, he was the creator and friend of mankind and always helped people in  time of distress. Satan was named in its second reincarnation in Judaism. The further I probed, the more startling facts I uncovered. I discussed my findings with many friends, but all were in disbelief at what I had found. 

I read several books on Satan. The problem of every writer was that they had preconceived religious beliefs about Satan being evil. Following their beliefs, they all wrote and presented Satan as a condemned being. In contrast, I have tried to act as a neutral person without any religious bias.  I searched about its origin, development, and transformation. My findings have even surprised me to a great extent. I am certain that after reading this book, many readers will be in shock and utter disbelief. I request every reader to examine the evidence I have presented in this book with an open mind. I have tried to restrict myself mainly to the primary sources. I used secondary references as a last resort when I was unable to find any suitable material in the primary sources. 

This is the first book of this kind. There is no such book that has connected ancient myths, fables, and sacred texts to uncover the real roots of the most maligned personality in history, known as Satan.  
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​​​Chapter-1


Different Names of Satan
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Satan, or the Devil, is a religious figure that exists only in the sacred Scriptures of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, and therein, he has been presented as an antagonist to God. The negative personality of Satan has further been propagated by certain religious texts of Judaism and Christianity and the traditions of the Prophet Muhammad of Islam, which are called "Hadiths." All Muslims revere these Hadiths after the Al-Quran. All these Abrahamic religions, in practice, acknowledge Satan as a celestial figure who was once near to God but subsequently condemned for his insubordination and mischief and consequently thrown to the Earth. 

Satan is a Hebrew language word, and its literal meaning is "adversary" or "accuser." In the Hebrew Bible, the word 'Satan' has also been used to refer to ordinary human adversaries, in the general sense, without referring to any entity. Interestingly, Satan has no particular name like Gabriel, Michael, Raphael, Uriel, etc., who are also claimed to be Heavenly inmates. In reality, Satan is not his proper name, but he is recognized by his adjective, which is 'adversary to God.' Therefore, it would sound preposterous, but in reality, the most detestable character in all three Abrahamic religions is a nameless entity that is identified only by its alleged work towards God. 

In Islam, Satan's name is changed a bit and called Shaitan, which is an Arabicized pronunciation of the Hebrew word Satan. In this religion, Satan is also called by another name, "Iblis." No one knows what its meaning is or where it originated. This word has also been used in 'Kitab al Magall,’ 1   an Arabic Apocrypha, and it is related to Saint Clement, the bishop of Rome, who lived in the first-century Christian era and died in AD 99.  

The Hebrew word 'Satan' has been erroneously translated 'Devil' in the English language and is considered a personification of evil. The Hebrew Bible (Old Testament) differentiates between Satan and the Devil at various places and events. It is generally believed that the modern English word "Devil" is the English translation of a Greek word [diabolos) meaning "accuser" or "slanderer," used in the Septuagint to translate the Hebrew "Satan." 2  Thus, both the infamous names, Satan and Devil, are only common nouns, and in reality, the main adversary of God is still anonymous in the world since its advent around 3000 years before. 

Satan's name was first coined in the Hebrew Bible, negatively presented during the intertestamental period, religiously baptized, and his scope and stature were expanded during Christianity. Islam adopted the concept, enlarged it to unparalleled heights, and made it so powerful that even today, it has unprecedented influence over the minds of Muslims, who, while reading their religious Scripture Al-Quran (commonly called the Quran) or offering mandatory five times daily prayers,  seek God's protection every time. Except for these three religions, Satan is nowhere to be found in any other religion in the world. 

In today's world, he is considered the originator of evil and a great tempter who tempts people and leads them astray from God's given commands. He is accused of alluring every person in the world to the path of sin and falsehood and away from the right path. The religious Scriptures allude that if Satan had not been in the world, the people would still have been in the garden of Eden with perpetual youthful life and would not have been subjected to the worldly arduous life and death. In this way, Satan is held responsible for all the pains and sufferings of humanity in this world.

After God, Satan is the second-most well-known personality in the history of humanity. He is believed to have existed even before the creation of life, and he will be here, as per religious prophecies, till the end of time. Thus, he is an eternal being and immune to death. He is considered omnipresent, available in every nook and cranny.  Every sin or loathsome act is attributed to him. No one, except God, can excel with his prowess. 

Satan is also an invisible figure. Except for specific purported claims attributed to a few religious figures, no one has ever seen him in his physical form. Nevertheless, billions of believers have a strong belief that Satan exists and he is a real entity created by God to test humanity. On the other hand, many people also view Satan as a metaphor or personification of evil only. They do not believe Satan is a real entity.

Judaism is the mother religion of Christianity and Islam. Both follow the origin and stories of Judaism. In today's world, all three religions have predominance among the faiths practiced in the world, and almost half of the population professes them. Due to their sacred texts, these religions have, therefore, spread notoriety about Satan everywhere in the world. If these three religions had not dominated the world for the past three millennia, then perhaps Satan would not have been known to the people as he is today. 

In all three religions, Satan has been called with several different names. We will examine such names that have been commonly attributed to Satan and see the origin of each name and whether these names actually portray Satan rightly or such names have been given to him without any justifiable reason or background and thus are just a part of a misleading vilification campaign against him. 

Lucifer

The first such name is Lucifer. It is a very famous name given to Satan; however, it does not exist in the original Hebrew Bible nor its Greek translation called the Septuagint, the oldest surviving translation of the Hebrew Bible. In fact, this name was coined by Saint Jerome of Striden, a Christian priest, theologian, and historian, by translating verse 14:12 of the Book of Isaiah in its 4th-5th century C.E. translation of the Hebrew Bible into Latin, called ‘Vulgate.’ 3 One of the most common misconceptions among bible believers is that Lucifer is another name for Satan. This is based on a single occurrence of the word in the King James and a few other translations of Isaiah 14:12.4 

Let us see how this verse has undergone certain changes over time while being translated from the Hebrew Bible to the Septuagint, the Latin, and finally in English. It will explain how this erroneous translation was first made and how Lucifer was connected with Satan.  First, the literal translation of the Hebrew Bible's verse 14:12 is given:


"How you fell from Heaven, Helel son of shahr (shchr). You were hacked down to the Earth, one defeating-over nations.” 5



The Greek Septuagint makes the following translation from Hebrew to the Greek language.


	
Berean Study Bible: How you have fallen from Heaven, O morning star, son of the Dawn! You have been cut down to the ground, O destroyer of nations.

	
English Standard Version: How you are fallen from Heaven, O Day Star son of Dawn, How you are cut down to the ground you who laid the nations low.

	
Holman Christian Standard Version:  Shining morning star, how you have fallen from the Heavens! You destroyer of nations have been cut down to the ground." 6




Then comes Saint Jerome's translation from the Hebrew language to the Latin language. Both translations are given below: 


	
Latin: quomodo cecidisti de caelo lucifer quimane oriebaris corruisti in terram qui vulnerabas gentes." 

	
English Translation: How art thou fallen from Heaven, O Lucifer, who didst rise in the morning? How art thou fallen to the Earth,that didst wound the nations?" 7




Finally, the King James version of the English translation of the verse: 


“How art thou fallen from Heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How art thou cut down to the ground, who didst weaken the nations!" 



A marked difference and confusion are visible in all the original Hebrew Bible translations, which explicitly mention "Helel bin Shahar." It does not say anything about it. This name is one of many puzzling mysteries in the Bible, and nothing is known yet as to why this name was mentioned in Isaiah 14:12 or who this person was. Instead of exploring the name and tracing-out its history or usage, the translators of all the languages (Greek, Latin, and English) chose a convenient way and assumed that the Isaiah 14:12 indicates  Satan. In contrast, nothing in this verse points out anything towards him. Their erroneous inference was due to the following misconceptions:


	In the Hebrew language, "Helel" means "the shining, brilliant one." 8


	The full name, as mentioned in the Hebrew Bible, was "Helel bin Shahr (Shchr),” and Shahr was the god of Dawn and twin brother of Shalim, the god of dusk. 9 

	The planet Venus was also bright, and it was called the morning or evening star in the ancient Roman era because it reached maximum brightness shortly before sunrise or shortly after sunset. As the "morning star," Venus heralded the daylight. 10 In the Latin language, Venus planet is called “Lucifer,” meaning “Light-Bearer." 11 

	The translators wrongly connected the word 'Shahr (the god of Dawn)'  with the words "how you have fallen from the Heaven" and presumed it was Satan, whom God, allegedly cast down from Heaven to the Earth when he revolted against him; thus, they interpreted, without any reason or justification, the name "Helel bin Shahr" with Satan. In the Hebrew Bible, no such incident of Satan being hurled down to the Earth from Heaven has been cited, nor is Satan any condemned entity as we all today believe. This point will be explained in the next chapter.

	The word "star" has not been used in the original Hebrew Bible. It does not say "son of morning star" but "Helel bin Shahr" only, but scholars mistakenly connected the word "Shahr" with "morning" and added 'Star' in it. Thus, they erroneously construed 'morning star' with the Venus planet, as it was shining and appeared in the morning. 



Moreover, Isaiah 14:12 is not a solitary verse, but it is connected with subsequent verses 14:13 to 14:15. When all verses are read collectively, they narrate a story about someone (not Satan) who tried to ascend Heaven, put his throne above the stars, and sit on the mountain of the congregation, but he was punished and thrown down to Hell 


“How art thou fallen from Heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into Heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.  Yet thou shalt be brought down to Hell, to the sides of the pit." 12 



Now, the following discrepancies in English translation with the Hebrew Bible appeared.


	The name "Lucifer" or "Satan" has not been mentioned in the entire chapter 14 of the Book of Isaiah in the Hebrew Bible, but it only mentions the names of the Canaanite gods "Helel and Shahr."

	The alleged revolt of someone against God13 is not mentioned anywhere in the Hebrew Bible; 

	Isaiah is the 23rd Book in the Bible, and it claims it refers to the expulsion of Satan from Heaven at the time of creation when it is read in conjunction with Revelation 12: 7-10, whereas in the earlier 18th Book of the Bible called the 'Book of Job', Satan is reverend celestial entity. It attends the court of God and talks with the latter multiple times. 14 In the same manner, Satan is the prosecutor general of God, and he, in this capacity, prosecutes none other than the Messiah in the Book of Zechariah, which is the 38th Book of the Bible.15 How is it possible that, on the one hand, Satan is thrown down to the Earth at the time of creation, but on the other hand, he has a closer relationship with God at the time of Job and attends God's court as a respected entity? Again, after the Book of Isaiah, Satan is presented as occupying a higher place in the court of God and performing his duty as a prosecutor. He does his duty against none other than the future Messiah of the Jews (38th Book of the Bible). Thus, the biblical books before and after the Book of Isaiah present Satan as a higher-level Heavenly personality; therefore, how is it possible that the Book of Isaiah can portray Satan as an evil being?



All the above details clearly show that verses in Isaiah 14:12-15 do not refer to Satan, nor is there any connection between Helel bin Shahr and the former. It was merely a translation error that led to the creation of the 'Lucifer’ name for Satan. Now the question arises: if Isaiah 14 12-15 was not referring to Satan, then who was it pointing out? 

No one is certain whom Isaiah 14:12-15 is referring to. These verses probably refer to Athta, the Tyrant, the Semitic god who attempted to replace the mighty god Baal, the god of storm, also called Hadad or Adad, and who resided on the mount Zaphon. Athtar sought to ascend his throne higher than Baal but failed. Athtar then came down to the Earth, destroyed kingdoms and cities, and imprisoned many people, and his cruelty won him the title of Athtar the Tyrant.  Ugaritic myth states, "Baal was dead, and after mourning, burial, and sacrifice, the goddess Anat asked EI for a successor." He, in turn, asked Athirat (Asherah) for one of her sons, and eventually they decided on Athtar. Thereupon, Athtar the Tyrant went up into the heights of Zaphon. He sat on the throne of the Mightiest Baal, but his feet did not reach the footstool, and his head did not reach its top. And Athtar the Tyrant spoke, "I cannot be king in the heights of Saphon ( Zaphon)." Accordingly, he came down and became King over the whole Earth or perhaps the netherworld.” 16 A scholar noted that "Athtar's name is absent from the lists of gods at Ugarit.” He concluded that he was assimilated to Shahr and Salim, "the twin deities manifest in the star of dawn (Shr) and Completion (Slm) of day.” 17  If all dots are connected, then a picture will emerge that Isaiah 14:12-15 is not talking about Satan but rather a Ugaritic deity,  Athtar the Tyrant, who sought to replace the mighty Baal by raising his throne over and above Zaphon but failed.18 Then he, in vengeance, came down to the Earth and destroyed cities and nations 

Azazel

Abrahamic religions have given several names to Satan, and Azazel is also one of them, though many also consider it a separate entity from Satan.  In the Hebrew Bible, this name appears in the third Book called 'Leviticus.'  Azazel has been referred to as a deity for whom sacrifice is to be made side by side with God. Leviticus says, "And Aaron shall offer his bullock of the sin offering, which is for himself, and make an atonement for himself and his house.  And he shall take the two goats and present them before the Lord at the door of the Tabernacle of the congregation.  And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats — one lot for the Lord and the other lot for the Azazel (scapegoat). And Aaron shall bring the goat upon which the Lord's lot fell, and offer him for a sin offering.  But the goat on which the lot fell to be the Azazel (scapegoat) shall be presented alive before the Lord, to make an atonement with him and to let him go as a scapegoat into the wilderness.” 19

In chapter 16 of Leviticus, God outlined rules and ways as how to observe the “Day of Atonement,” which was a day when Aaron was required to atone for himself and his entire family as his two sons, Nadab and Abihu,  had approached God in the Holy Tabernacle and offered strange fire before him, though God had commanded not to do so. Consequently, a fire sprang from God, devouring them both, and they both died.20 

In chapter 16 of Leviticus, God explained, through Moses, a proper way for the Jews to visit him in the Tabernacle in the background of the death of Aaron's two sons. He commanded Aaron not to enter the holy place all the time. God asked him to enter the Holy Tabernacle on the Day of Atonement after bathing and wearing his sacred attire. He was then to bring animals for sin offerings as well as burnt offerings to be sacrificed at the altar.

Aaron was required to bring a bull for the sin offering and a ram for the burnt offering. Aaron's purpose for sacrificing the bull was to atone for the sins of his family. The Israelites were also directed to bring before God two male goats. One of the goats would be considered a godly sacrifice, while the other would be given to Azazel.  The Book of Leviticus also prescribed a methodology for earmarking goats for God and Azazel. 

Aaron was commanded to cast lots for the two goats. One lot was for God, and the other lot was for Azazel. He was required to bring the goat on which God's lot fell and offer it as a sin offering. The other goat on which the lot for Azazel fell was to be presented alive before God to make atonement upon it, and then to let it go to Azazel into the wilderness after confessing the sins of the Israelites and putting these sins upon the head of the goat. In this way, it was presumed that the goat carried all the sins of the children of Israel into a land which was in the domain of Azazel: 


“And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness. And the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited; and he shall let go the goat in the wilderness." 21



Here, an interesting situation has been created by religious scholars. They made meaning and translation of the verses of their own choice in the following manner: 


	The Hebrew Bible states "the goat is to be sent to Azazel" 22. However, in English translations, the proper name 'Azazel’ is replaced with "scapegoat” since the goat belonging to Azazel was supposed to carry the sins of the Jews; hence, it was labeled as a scapegoat only. The translators omitted the name Azazel from the English translation.

	In the Hebrew Bible, it is mentioned that "a goat for Azazel is to be sent to Azazel" 23  but in English translations, it was modified to "and to let him go for a scapegoat into the wilderness" (Leviticus 16:10) which meant the goat was not going to Azazel but merely a "scapegoat" for sins of the Jews and to be sent to wilderness. In this way, by a shrewd move, Azazel, a proper entity, was removed from the scene, and instead, "scapegoat" was brought into the Bible, which spared Judaismrom criticism from its opponents.



Here, an important question arises: why has the name of Azazel been omitted in the Bible and instead merely a "Scapegoat" has been substituted, whereas in the original Hebrew Bible, it is written that the goat is to be sent to Azazel? The changed meaning raises a fundamental question, and theologians do not offer any plausible response to this glaring omission. It seems that the name of Azazel has been deliberately taken out from the English translations of the Bible because the Hebrew Bible iirequires that lots be cast to determine the proprietorship of each goat.24   Thus, the Biblical God and Azazel both have been equated in the Scripture. Aaron was asked to bring two male goats and cast lots, and based on the results of the lots, earmark goats for God and Azazel. Using lots or dice is carried out when two equal contenders are contesting. If both contestants are unequal and one is better, then lots are not cast, and the better one takes the best one. Here, God's command to Aaron shows that he and Azazel were equal in status, and God did not want to make Azazel displeased by taking away the goat of his choice. He desired to give Azazel a fair chance and a sense of equality rather than indulging in arbitrariness and discrimination. Once Azazel's goat was selected, God did not harm it but let it go into the wilderness so its rightful owner, Azazel, could consume it. So what does it prove? Was Azazel an opponent of God? If the answer is positive, then who was Azazel, whom God sent a goat for his consumption, because no one sends gifts or shares bounty to his opponent? The second possibility is that he was not a rival of God. Then again, one wonders, "Who was Azazel? No one is certain about its answer. Different answers have been put forward for this puzzling dilemma. Some say Azazel was a desert demon. Others view Azazel as a geographical designation meaning 'precipitous place' or 'rugged cliff'. Still, there is a view that Azazel was a combination of the terms' ez' (goat) and 'ozel' (to go away, disappear).25   Another view is that the name Azazel is derived from 'aziz', which means 'strength', and 'El',26 God. Some scholars believe that when the Biblical God evolved from dualism to monotheism, Azazel's reference somehow remained in the Hebrew Bible. The mention of Azazel must be regarded as a last remnant of a prior dualism. Azazel, the god of the desert, ceased to be the strong god and became a mere shadow of his former power, for the scapegoat is no longer a sacrifice. Yahveh's goat alone is offered for a sin-offering, while the scapegoat carries out into the desert the curse of the people's sin, and thus the worship of Azazel changed into a mere recognition of his existence.’ 27

In any case, Azazel cannot be Satan as, according to the monotheistic philosophy of Judaism, no one is equal to God, so the latter could not command the casting of lots and earmarking a goat for him, and that is for such an entity that is considered his opponent and an arch enemy. Moreover, Azazel cannot be presumed to be Satan, as the Book of Leviticus is the third Book of the Bible, whereas in the 18th Book of the Bible called the “Book of Job,” and the 38th Book, called the “Book of Zechariah," Satan has been shown as a higher-level cosmic fellow attending God's court and conversing with him. So, it is not possible to call Azazel Satan, as depicted by various theologians of the Abrahamic religions, because it would be a negation of Satan's personality as presented in the Bible itself. 

A pseudepigrapha book has created this confusion called the First Book of Enoch, also called 1 Enoch, or the Ethiopian Book of Enoch, which narrates the story of fallen angels and Azazel's role in it. This Book has been rejected by the Jewish theologians and discarded from the sacred Scripture of Judaism as well as Christianity.

According to 1 Enoch (the Ethiopic Book of Enoch), two hundred angels had gathered at Mount Hermon, and Azazel was one of them. It happened in the time preceding  Noah's Flood. He taught men the art of warfare- making swords, knives, shields, breastplates  - and knowledge about metals of the Earth and their working. For women, he taught them the making of bracelets, ornaments, and the use of antimony; the art of beautifying the eyelids; all kinds of precious stones; and all colours and dyes.28 Though other angels also did teach horrible and mischievous things to people,29  but God was very furious with Azazel 30  because he taught people means of disorder and chaos and concluded that "the whole Earth has been corrupted through the works that were taught by Azazel: to him ascribe all sin." 31 The story of I Enoch is not recounted in any Jewish, Christian, or Islamic Scripture; thus the story and its characters including Azazel are considered fictitious, concocted, and conceived by some mischievous writer. 

Beelzebub

There is yet another popular name of Satan: Beelzebub or Beelzebul. It was the name of a god of the Philistine people, and this deity was worshipped in the Ekron area, which was the name of one of the five city-states of the Philistine (the Pentapolis) confederacy called Philistia, or the Land of the Philistines.  The other city states were Gaza, Ashkelon [Ascalon], Ashdod, and Gath. It was from this designation that the whole country was later called Palestine by the Greeks. The area was inhabited by the Philistines, who had ancient roots in the area and were known for their continued conflict and feud with the Israelites over the control of lands. The Philistines defeated the Israelites on Mount Gilboa, killing their first King Saul and his three sons, Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malchi-shua.32   Hezekiah was the 13th King of Judea who defeated the Philistines as far as Gaza and its territory.33  The Israelites and Philistines hated each other due to their longstanding rivalry. 

The name Baal-Zebub is mentioned only four times in the Hebrew Bible (2 Kings 1:2-3, 1:6, & 1:16), whereas the name of Beel-Zebub is mentioned in the New Testament.  'The name Ba’al is a common Semitic noun meaning “Lord, owner” .......though normally an appellative, the name is used in Ugaritic religion as the proper name of a deity. Also in the Bible, the noun occurs as the name of a specific Canaanite god.' 34 and “Zebub” is the collective noun for “flies.” 35Both words are written separately.

Baal held a unique position among the inhabitants of Palestine. People experienced the pattern of the seasons and the regular return of fertility as an act of Baal's power. Yahweh was initially a god acting mainly in the realm of history. Owing to his growing place in the Israelite religion, his sphere of influence gradually widened to eventually include what had once been the domain of Baal as well. His rise in importance was only possible, in fact, through his incorporation of traits that had formerly been characteristic of Baal only. 36

The Israelites and Philistines considered each other enemies, as was the case with their gods, too. The religious rivalry between Ba’al-Zebub and God is apparent from the Hebrew Bible. The eighth king of the Jews, Ahaziah, reigned after the death of his father, King Ahab. One day, he fell through the lattice in one of the upper rooms of his palace and was seriously injured. He sent messengers to the god Baal-Zebub (or Beelzebub) of Ekron to inquire from him whether he would live on or die. On his such transgression, the God of Israel became angry and asked Elijah the Tishbite to convey to Ahaziah, through the King’s messengers, those messengers that he had sent to Baal-zebub, “Is it not because there is not a God in Israel, that ye go to inquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron?” 37  As punishment for his disobedience, God pronounced a death sentence for Ahaziah from that ailment.38  Elijah conveyed God’s displeasure and prophecy about Ahaziah’s death to the King's messengers. Messengers relayed the message to the King.  

Based on the messengers' description, the King knew it was Elijah who had told his messengers about his death. In his rage, he sent fifty soldiers to apprehend or kill Elijah; however, God killed all of the soldiers with a blast of fire from Heaven. Undeterred by the punishment, King Ahaziah again sent another group of fifty soldiers, but the same thing happened to them as well, and they were burnt alive. Ahaziah sent another fifty soldiers, but foreseeing their certain death, their captain begged Elijah for their lives. This time, God spared those soldiers and commanded Elijah to visit Ahaziah, promising to protect him from the wrath of the ailing King. Elijah met King Ahaziah and repeated the prophecy of his imminent death, chiding him for consulting Baal-zebub instead of God. Finally, Ahaziah died on the bed from that ailment, fulfilling Elijah's prophecy. 39

This old religious rivalry also descended to Christianity, where the same idol was called ‘Beelzebub’, a distorted wording of the Hebrew Bible name ‘Baal-zebub’.        

Due to “Baal-Zebub’s” ancient heathen roots, he was bracketed with Satan.40 In the New Testament, Beelzebul is also identified as the “Prince of demons.” 41 Where did this term come from in the New Testament? Interestingly, this term came from a pseudepigrapha book called the “Testament of Solomon,” whose author, like writers of other books of pseudepigrapha literature, is also an unknown person.42   This Book is based on ‘haggadic-type folk tale about Solomon's building the Temple of Jerusalem combined with ancient lore about magic, astrology, angelology, demonology, and primitive medicine,43  and Beelzebub, called Beelzeboul in this book, is shown as prince of demons.’ In this Book, King Solomon controlled him through a magic ring, and he brought unclean spirits and other demons to help build the Temple of Jerusalem.44 Finally, King Solomon learned that Beelzeboul was a fallen angel who destroyed the world by means of tyrants, managed demons to be worshiped, aroused desires in the holy men, ignited jealousies, caused murders, and instigated wars. 45

The above account clearly shows that this idol of the polytheistic era has no connection with Satan. The writers of the Hebrew Bible do not show any linkage between Baalzebub and Satan. On the other hand, the writers of the New Testament base their myth on a pseudepigrapha book that is part of rejected literature and whose contents are merely a work of fiction. No one believes that this book is a narrative of real-life occurrences. 

Mastema

In certain religious texts, Satan has often been erroneously linked with a dubious “Heavenly” figure called “Mastema.”

The name of Mastema is not mentioned in the Hebrew Bible, nor is he identified with the name of Satan in either the Hebrew Bible or the New Testament. This name appears only in the Book of Jubilees, an ancient Jewish religious work. Mainstream Jews and Christians consider it one of the pseudepigrapha books. It is believed to be canonical by the Ethiopian Orthodox Church and Beta Israel (Ethiopian Jews) only. 

In the Book of Jubilees, Mastema has a conflicting personality. On one hand, he is called the “chief of spirits” 46 without elaborating on who those spirits are or what their function is, and on the other hand, he is also called “Satan.” 47 In this Book, Mastema acts as an angel as well as Satan. His actions in the Book of Jubilees suggest he is Satan, the alleged adversary of God, who tempts people from the right path. At the same time, in the same Book, he is portrayed as the same Heavenly character, who was closer to God and tested Job with his permission. 

The Book of Jubilees narrates that the unclean demons began to lead astray the children of the sons of Noah and caused them to err and destroy themselves.  Noah's sons came to their father and informed him about the demons and their mischievous deeds.  Noah approached God, and prayed to him to save his family from the demons, and implored him to imprison all of them. 48

God accepted Noah’s prayers and ordered his angels to bind all demons. Still, the chief of the spirits, Mastema, requested God to give him some demons at his disposal to carry out his assigned task of corrupting people before the Day of Judgment. God accepted Mastema’s plea and allowed him to retain the tenth part of the demons, and the remaining nine parts were imprisoned. Here, it is implied that Mastema was an angel tasked with testing human beings for their righteousness at God’s bidding.49 In the same chapter, when a tenth of demons are given to Mastema, all of a sudden, he is called ‘Satan’ 50  instead of Mastema. 

The Book further elaborates that people started fighting, indulged in killing, and made each other prisoners. They poured and drank the blood of men, fortified themselves, and waged wars, causing bloodshed on the Earth. They also started worshipping molten images. Mastema and demons under his control encouraged and assisted people in their sinful acts. 51 

The Book of the Jubilees also narrates the story of Abraham. In this story, Mastema advised God to test Abraham on the same pattern God had tested Job.  He suggested that God should ask Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac as a burnt offering on the altar.52 God agreed and commanded Abraham to sacrifice Isaac.53 Abraham readied his son for sacrifice, but at the last minute, an angel restrained him from killing his son.54 This passage shows Mastema had access to God, and the latter accepted his proposals on how to test people. Here, Mastema was not a condemned Heavenly being as Satan which has been depicted in the religious literature of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam but a close aide to God who could converse with him and float proposals for God’s consideration in the same manner as Satan did in the Book of Job to test Job’s unfaltering faith to God.

Later on, in the same Book, Mastema was suddenly changed from god’s reverend court official to an evil entity. In the story of Moses and Pharaoh, God accused Mastema of trying to kill Moses and save the Egyptians to avert the execution of God's vengeance upon the latter.55Mastema was also blamed for aiding the magicians against Moses in the court of Pharaoh and accused him of Pharaoh pursuing Moses in the Nile River with his army on the bidding of Mastema.56   Subsequently, Mastema was also charged with killing all the firstborns in the land of Egypt, but God saved the Jews by ordering them to put the blood sign of a year-old lamb on their doors so that Mastema couldn’t enter their houses.57

All such assertions are against the Bible and are not found in any other religious literature of Judaism, Christianity, or Islam. It seems that the writer of the Book of Jubilees was himself confused, as he had added numerous things in Mastema’s story that did not conform with the Bible. On one hand, it was shown that Mastema was nearer to God and spoke directly with the latter, and God acted on his suggestions, but in the case of Moses, Mastema was shown as unruly, insubordinate, and an adversary to God. This contradiction is a gross inconsistency in the Book of the Jubilees. Similarly, Mastema was not initially portrayed as a traditional adversary of God. He entered the scene as an adversary of God long after the great Deluge. All accounts related to Mastema, as narrated in the Book of Jubilees, show that calling Mastema Satan is intellectual dishonesty, and its fable is only a fabrication of the mind by some anonymous writer.  The contents of the Book are not supported by any recognized Scriptures of all three Abrahamic religions. 

Belial

Belial is another name given to Satan by religious scholars. This name has been coined by twisting and turning the meaning of certain verses of the Hebrew Bible.  Belial is an unknown figure whose identity or origin has not been disclosed in the entire text of the Bible. 

The name Belial has been associated with the Devil, or in the correct sense, with Satan, in Jewish and Christian texts. Surprisingly, no one knows who Belial is, as his origin has not been traced out so far. He is a mysterious character in the Bible, but from various verses, it appears he might have been a troublesome person. ‘The etymology of the term is unclear.  The most widely held view is that it is a compound word meaning "without worth." 58 Apparently, it is composed of two common words: beli (without)   and ya'al (to be of value"). 

The word ‘Belial’ has appeared twenty-seven times in the Hebrew Bible, fifteen times it has occurred in relation to his sons, i.e., “sons of Belial.” In the Hebrew Bible, it is used to characterize a wicked or worthless person. In the biblical book ‘Deuteronomy,’ idolaters were called figuratively ‘sons of Belial’ when certain Jews started worshipping  idols: “Certain men, the children of Belial, have gone out from among you and have withdrawn the inhabitants of their city, saying, “Let us go and serve other gods,” which ye have not known.” 59

In the Biblical book "Judges," the people of Gibeah were called the sons of Belial. Gibeah was the name of the place where people from the tribe of Benjamin lived and where the infamous murder and rape of a Levite concubine took place, which led to the battle of Gibeah. This verse narrates an event in which a Levite man and his concubine stayed overnight at Gibeah town. Certain people of the town encircled the house and asked the owner to send both guests to them: "Now as they were making their hearts merry, behold, the men of the city, certain sons of Belial, beset the house round about and beat at the door, and spoke to the master of the house, the old man, saying, "Bring forth the man who came into thine house, that we may know him."  “Now as they were making their hearts merry, behold, the men of the city, certain sons of Belial, beset the house round about and beat at the door, and spoke to the master of the house, the old man, saying, “Bring forth the man who came into thine house, that we may know him.” 60  

The people of the town entered their house, and gang raped the concubine, which led to the concubine’s death. Her husband cut her dead concubine into different pieces and sent each piece to the remaining tribes of the Jews for revenge. All the tribes of the Jews gathered and demanded that culprits be handed over to them: “Now therefore, deliver us the men, the children of Belial, who are in Gibeah, that we may put them to death and put away evil from Israel.” But the children of Benjamin would not hearken to the voice of their brethren, the children of Israel.” 61 

The Benjamites refused to hand over the culprits in Gibeah to the Israelites for punishment. This defiance was followed by a bloody battle in which the Israelites destroyed the Benjamites and almost wiped out the clan, leaving only 600 surviving men.62In the above verses, these wrongdoers of the tribe of Benjamin were called the sons of Belial.     

In another instance, Hannah, the mother of Prophet Samuel, was praying to God for her son in the Tabernacle. She was praying in her heart, and only her lips were moving without any sound. Eli, the priest, thought she was drunk and asked her not to drink wine in the Tabernacle. Hannah replied that she had not drunk any wine, so priest Eli should not regard her the ‘daughter of Belial’ as she was only silently praying to God,  And Hannah answered and said, “No, my lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit. I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul before the Lord. Count not thine handmaid as a daughter of Belial, for out of the abundance of my complaint and grief have I spoken hitherto.” 63

Later, the Bible also calls the sons of priests Eli the 'sons of Belial' when they abandoned the right path and indulged in corruption, “'Now the sons of Eli were sons of Belial; they knew not the Lord.” 64  

Eli was a devoted person, and he occupied the office of the high priest. He also served as Judge of Israel for 40 years, the first of priestly descent to regulate the affairs of the people. Eli had two sons, Hophni and Phinehas. These three, father and two sons, performed priestly duties in the city of Shiloh.65   As Eli also officiated as Judge, 66  therefore, only his sons Hophni and Phinehas worked as priests at Shiloh. Both sons indulged in greed and corruption. They used their authority as priests to extort the best meat from the people brought before them for sacrifice.67 In essence, they were taking their portion before giving a portion to God.  They were also committing immoral acts with the women who gathered at the Tabernacle.68  Eli knew what they were doing, and though he confronted his sons about it, he did nothing to stop them from such bad practices or remove them from their office. God was very displeased with their conduct and gave several warnings to Eli that his sons could die due to their transgressions, but Eli failed to foresee God’s anticipated wrath. Soon, a war broke out between the Jews and the Philistines. During the war, Jews lost the battle and several thousand people were killed, including both Hophni and Phinehas, the sons of Eli. 69 

In another place in the Bible, the name Belial has also been linked with opposing God’s chosen King for Israel.  God chose Saul to be the King of Israel. Certain people opposed his selection, and they were labelled as the children of Belial, “But the children of Belial said, “How shall this man save us?” And they despised him, and brought him no presents. But he held his peace.” 70 

In the Book of Samuel, Nabal has been called “son of Belial” 71 due to his opposition to King David.  When King David had not yet become King and was roaming in the wilderness, his men asked a wealthy man named Nabal for supplies. Nabal insulted David's men and refused to help them. David intended to slay Nabal and his servants, but Nabal's wife, Abigail, intervened and calmed down David, who spared Nabal's life. 

The remaining references to Belial are identical, where some mischievous, vexatious persons were called the son or sons of Belial without elaborating on who Belial was or why this person was bracketed with him. In all the instances where Belial has been referred to in the Hebrew Bible, not a single reference has any linkage with Satan. It seems Belial was the name of some mischievous and wicked person in Israel who has probably been immortalized for his evil nature by associating him with all bad traits. Interestingly, in the Bible, King David was even once called "the man of Belial."

God replaced Saul with David as the new King of Israel. The house of Saul was furious. Shiemi, a member of the house of Saul, cursed David, hurled abuse, and called him "the man of Belial,” “And he cast stones at David and at all the servants of King David; and all the people and all the mighty men were on his right hand and on his left.  And thus said Shimei when he cursed, “Come out, come out, thou bloody man and thou man of Belial!” 72

From the above citations, it is clear that Belial was not a synonym for Satan or connected with him in any manner. Belial seems to be a bad, wicked, and mischievous person, and these religious scholars had the erroneous notion that every bad or evil person, trait, and thing was linked to Satan. Therefore, without any inquiry or evidence, they chose a convenient, easy, and simple way to associate Belial with Satan, as, in their opinion, both were evils. This is not the dilemma of only Jewish religious scholars to fall into this faulty line of arguments; even Christian and Muslim religious leaders invariably adopt the same position and tend to accuse Satan of all bad or evil acts of people.

Iblis or Iblees

Iblis is a name for Satan in the Islamic religion's holy Book, the Al-Quran. This name does not appear in the religious Scriptures of Judaism or Christianity. Scholars are still uncertain about its origin. The Quran mentions the name of Iblees eleven times, and nine times it has been mentioned in relation to his refusal to obey the command of God to prostrate before Adam as a mark of respect. Al-Quran says, "Iblis’ refusal to prostrate before Adam due to his arrogance cost him his place in Heaven, and he was thrown out to the Earth from Heaven." Thus, in Islam, Iblis is recognized as Satan. 

The same story of Iblis’ disobedience to God has been narrated multiple times in the Al-Quran. The relevant Quranic verses in one chapter say, “Yea, indeed, We have created you, and then formed you; and then We said unto the angels, 'Prostrate yourselves before Adam!' – whereupon they [all] prostrated themselves, save Iblis, he was not among those who prostrated themselves. [And God] said: 'What has kept thee from prostrating thyself when I commanded thee?' Answered [Iblis]: 'I am better than he: Thou hast created me out of fire, whereas him Thou hast created out of clay. [God] said: 'Down with thee, then, from this [state] -for it is not meet for thee to show arrogance here! Go forth, then: verily, among the humiliated shalt thou be.’ Said [Iblis]: 'Grant me a respite till the Day when all shall be raised from the dead.’ [And God] replied: 'Verily, thou shalt be among those who are granted a respite.’ 73

Some scholars are of the opinion that the term "Iblis" means "man of desperate character, to be overcome with grief, to be desperate, struck dumb with despair, seized with despair, etc." 74 However, there is no general agreement on the root of the term. The name itself could not be found before the Al-Quran in Arabic literature or any other text except in "Kitab al Magall," or the "Book of the Rolls," which claimed to be one of the hidden books of Saint Clement the Apostle, who lived in the first century and died in 99 AD. It is a Christian apocryphal work written in Arabic. It also narrates the story of Adam's creation and Iblis’ rivalry with him, and finally, he causes Adam and Eve to be expelled from Heaven by using a serpent as a vessel. The same name, Iblis, its relation to Adam’s creation story, using a serpent as a vehicle, and both being in the Arabic language, strongly suggest that Prophet Muhammad took the name of Iblis and its story from "Kitab al Magall." How the author of Kitab al Magall used Iblis (Iblees) in relation to Adam’s creation is neither known nor supported by any Jewish or Christian text. Except for these two Arabic sources, Iblis was non-existent in world literature before the Quran.

The Serpent

Certain Jewish and Christian scholars claim that certain names and animals in the Hebrew Bible have been mentioned allegorically for Satan. The most prominent name among them is the serpent, though the Hebrew Bible does not give any such hint in the story of Adam and Eve. There are two main questions: whether the claim of Jewish and Christian theologians regarding Satan in the form of the snake in the story of Adam and Eve is correct, or whether they have just stretched the snake’s role out of proportion to accommodate their beliefs that evil exists from its inception.

These theologians believe that the serpent in the Book of Genesis was Satan himself. He tempted Eve and Adam to eat the forbidden fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, leading to their expulsion from the Garden of Eden. They list the serpent as one of many names of Satan75 and insist that the serpent was a metaphor for Satan. 

The Book of Genesis says that in the Garden of Eden, the serpent tempted Adam and Eve to eat the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for which God had commanded them not to eat the fruit of that tree.76  They both ate the fruit.    When God knew both had eaten fruit and violated his command under the serpent's persuasion, he became angry and announced punishment for all three. God said the serpent was cursed above all cattle and every beast, and it would slither on its belly and eat dust all its life. God also put enmity between the serpent and the children of Eve and commanded that the snake would bite Eve’s children, and they, in return, would bruise the former by their heels.77 God also punished both Adam and Eve.

The above verses of the Book of Genesis are very clear about the serpent: it was an animal that beguiled Eve to infringe upon God’s command, thus it was punished accordingly. In the Bible, God brackets serpents with cattle and beasts.78 It shows that the serpent was merely an animal like other creatures. It had no special status or privilege in the garden of Eden. Even today’s snake has the same shape as God had commanded, and it slithers on its belly instead of walking. The wording of the Bible 79 leaves no doubt in the mind that God was referring to the real serpent whom he had punished, and it was not merely an allegory to Satan.            

Most people have their own beliefs and preconceived fixed ideas. When they receive new information that contradicts their notions, instead of weighing the latest piece of knowledge impartially, they tend to truncate it to fit into their indoctrinated mindset rather than correcting their beliefs and views if these conflict with the new scientific discovery and information. The religious beliefs of people are taught since childhood, and they are nurtured throughout life. By reaching a mature age, these teachings are so deeply rooted in the man’s psyche that it becomes very difficult to avoid their influence on the mind or weed them out of one’s life. In religious matters, people are not permitted to apply logic, rationale, or scientific knowledge; hence, they are forced to accept the most illogical teachings because all religions claim their teachings are based on beliefs, above the physical laws, and exempt from logical scrutiny. If today's logic and rationality are applied to religious teachings and sacred texts, then most religions will vanish. Religions take undue advantage of the situation because science deals only with physical matters and cannot counter or challenge any non-existent and unsubstantiated religious assertions that are not supported by any hard evidence and are based only on blind faith. This is the main reason why no one can scientifically prove or disprove weird religious claims like life after death, the existence of souls, the Heavenly world, angels, miracles, etc. 

The following example depicts how people mould information to fit their preconceived beliefs and ideas. In the entire Hebrew Bible, the evil Satan is non-existent. Even in the first Book of the Bible, "Genesis," which narrates all essential stories, the living figure of Satan is absent. In the later books of the Bible, Satan appears as an angel and is closer to God (Books of Job and Zechariah). Against the Scripture’s this position, the following stance shows how certain people present and assimilate information to suit their religious beliefs.


“Satan entered the serpent, a real creature, for the purpose of deceiving Eve. The tempter used his craftiness to cause them to sin. God permitted Adam and Eve to be tested, but He certainly did not encourage them to sin or force them to sin. They could have resisted the temptation if they so desired. Ultimately it was their fault for not resisting the temptation.” 80    



The above quote serves all purposes. It is the gist of all religious teachings that have been taught to people since their birth. The above passage presents God as infallible and Satan as an evil being, a tempter, and responsible for every sin. He used the serpent as a vessel to reach Eve and mislead her to violate God’s command. It also paints a continued struggle between Satan and people since the inception, and finally, all responsibility is put on Adam and Eve for the original sin. This assertion is a classic case of people twisting facts to suit their adopted beliefs. Needless to say, the above statement is against the very verses of the Hebrew Bible where no such event had taken place in which Satan had used the snake as a medium to approach Eve and dupe her. 

There are so many other such instances. Another example is quoted below, which can also shed some light on this art of manipulation used to put one’s own meaning into a religious text. Satan is absent in Adam and Eve’s story in the Book of Genesis, and this story has virtually no room to create any space for Satan. Still, the theologians of Judaism and Christianity, without any hesitation, doctored biblical verses and converted the serpent into Satan, or made it a vehicle for Satan, and whatever serpent talked to Eve was attributed to Satan and thus justified in their religious assertion about the existence of evil from the beginning. Such a line of argument can be seen in the following passage of the Gospel of John: 


Ye are of your father the Devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own, for he is a liar and the father of it.’ 81     



The following citation shows how this verse is further explained:


“The serpent lied to Eve when he said, ‘You shall not surely die,’ and as this is the first lie recorded in Scripture, the title ‘father of it ’ [‘it’ = lies or lying] would seem to be a very apt description of the person doing the lying on this occasion...........

Finally, the serpent’s efforts resulted in the penalty of death falling not only on Adam and Eve, but on the whole human race. Jesus’ term of ‘murderer’ therefore certainly applies to whoever tempted Eve.” 82



First of all, in the entire story of Adam and Eve, Satan is nowhere to be seen, but the writer of this article already presumes that the serpent was Satan and that it lied to Eve. He forgot subsequent verses in Genesis where God dispensed punishments to the serpent, Eve, and Adam. The punishment for the serpent was to slither on land forever, eat dust, and remain in enmity with human beings. Does Satan slither on land? Or do we call all snakes Satan in today’s world? In Adam and Eve’s story, it was not Satan, but only a creature, and he was chastised for his actions. Nowhere in the Hebrew Bible is it mentioned that the serpent was Satan, and he did speak lies to Eve. Moreover, as we will explain in chapter 5 of this Book, according to the Hebrew Bible, the serpent was utterly truthful in his assertions, and instead, it was God who was not forthcoming with truth when he spoke with Adam and Eve.

Now it is the turn of Saint John’s accusation that Satan was a murderer, as he was pivotal in the ejection of Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden, and God punished him with death on the Earth. This accusation is discussed in detail in chapter 12 of the Book. 

Another question arises: why are the theologians of Abrahamic religions adamant about connecting the serpent with Satan? The reason is very simple. Their compulsion was to show the presence of evil from the beginning of the human race. If they admit that from the time of Adam and Eve to Job, a period spanning several centuries, evil Satan was non-existent, then how could they explain to their followers, about several major events, in which evil played a significant part, which were narrated in the Hebrew Bible? 

The whole edifice of Abrahamic religions is erected on the premise that there has been an incessant struggle between good and evil from the beginning, and people are required to choose either of them. In the absence of Satan from the start, it would have been impossible for them to explain the expulsion of Adam and Eve merely at the instigation of the serpent. It was hard for these religious scholars to imagine that a serpent’s mischief could start such a religious big bang. The Biblical book "Genesis" does not tell us why the serpent did it, which led to the eviction of Adam and Eve from the garden of Eden. The Bible stipulates only clumsy reasoning that the serpent was crafty (subtle), therefore, it tempted Eve and Adam to violate God’s command. This reason is not so convincing as it raises another perplexing question: why did God create such a mischievous creature who would, subsequently, dupe Adam and Eve into violating his command? In addition, the Bible does not mention any other instances where the serpent showed its mischievous character, so we can be convinced that the serpent’s malicious, innate behavior caused such a cataclysmic chain of actions. These religious scholars needed more convincing reasoning to explain a far greater design in Adam and Eve’s story than merely a serpent’s trickery. Their problem originated in the Book of Genesis, as it did not provide them any space in the story of Adam and Eve, where Satan could have been inserted surreptitiously, as in the story, there were only three living beings, namely Adam, Eve, and the serpent. Therefore, these religious scholars of the earlier time, seeing no other option, twisted the story and presented the serpent in Satan’s form so the existence of evil could be shown from the start of life.   

The creation of Satan absolves God from the blame of the originator of evil himself and puts the onus on Satan. It is now Satan who tempts wayward people, not God. In the absence of Satan from the beginning, it was impossible to offer any explanation for many events from Adam to Moses, including the murder of Abel, the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the Jews’ worship of the calf, to name just a few. 

In the Hebrew Bible, there is no reference or indication to connect the serpent with Satan. There are twenty-seven books in the New Testament; the last is "Revelation." For the first time in Judo-Christian theology, only in this Book, the snake has been bracketed with Satan. The author of this Book names himself "John" in the text, but his precise identity remains a point of academic debate to date. The second-century Christian writers such as Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Melito the bishop of Sardis, and the Muratorian fragment identify John the Apostle as the "John" of Revelation.83 However, many disagreed with that point of view. The second-century group called “Alogoi” rejected the apostolic origin of ‘Revelation’ and instead suggested that it was written by Cerinthus. But particularly clear and strong in his dissent from the tradition of apostolic authorship was Dionysius, a third century bishop of Alexandria.84  Modern scholarship generally takes a different view, and many consider that nothing can be known about the author except that he was a Christian religious figure.85 Some modern scholars refer to "John of Patmos" as the author of the Book of Revelation.86  The bulk of traditional sources date the Book to the later years of Roman Emperor Domitian (AD 81–96).87    

The Book of Revelation is an apocalyptic prophecy with an epistolary introduction addressed to seven churches in the Roman province of Asia. Apocalypse means the revealing of divine mysteries about the end of time. John wrote down what he saw in his visions and sent it to the seven churches. In this Book, the writer mentions that the serpent was Satan for the first time, “And the great dragon was cast out — that serpent of old called the Devil and Satan, who deceiveth the whole world. He was cast out onto the Earth, and his angels were cast out with him.” 88 He further writes, “And he laid hold on the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.” 89

This verse is the only precise instance where the serpent is identified as Satan in the Christian Bible. Surprisingly, during the era of prophets from Adam to Jesus Christ, no one interpreted the serpent as Satan, nor did God reveal anything about Satan disguised as the serpent in the garden of Eden. Suddenly, an unknown writer, whose identity is still under wraps, writes two verses with a stroke of the pen that override more than a millennium's worth of religious work and thoughts without any evidence, supporting documents, or religious texts. He does not present any plausible evidence but relies merely on his vision and "creates" a non-existent Satan during the time of Adam and Eve in disregard of the verses of Genesis. The Book of Revelation not only contradicts the Book of Genesis but also rewrites the story of Adam and Eve in utter disregard of the Scripture. 

Jacob’s Role

Contrary to the accusation that the snake was Satan himself and he spoke lies to Eve, there is a biblical person who expressly lied to his blind father, and it has been recorded in the Hebrew Bible. Who was that person? An enemy of God, a villain, or some mischievous person? No, surprisingly, this person was none other than the father of all Jews, and his name was Prophet Jacob. This story has been narrated in chapter 27 of the Book of Genesis. Rebecca, wife of Isaac and mother of the elder son Esau and the younger son Jacob, overheard Isaac telling Esau to bring him venison and prepare a savory food that he would eat and bless Esau before his death. Rebecca advised Jacob to pretend to be Esau to obtain the blessing in his brother's stead. Accordingly, Jacob dressed himself in Esau's best clothes and disguised himself by covering his arms in lamb skin so that if his blind father touched him, he would think Jacob was Esau because his brother Esau was a hairy man and Jacob was very smooth. Jacob brought a dish of goat meat to Isaac, prepared by his mother, Rebecca, and it tasted like venison. Isaac then gave his blessing to Jacob, presuming he was his elder son Esau, which conferred a prophetic wish for fertility and dominion. When Esau returned and learned about such deception, he cried and told his father, who also became disappointed. During Jacob’s interaction with his father, the latter explicitly asked three times whether he was Esau, and every time Jacob replied in affirmation; thus, he spoke lies three times with a straight face to his father:


“And it came to pass that when Isaac was old, and his eyes were dim so that he could not see, he called Esau his eldest son and said unto him, “My son.” And he said unto him, “Behold, here am I.”  And he said, “Behold now, I am old; I know not the day of my death.  Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and go out to the field and take me some venison.  And make me savory meat, such as I love, and bring it to me, that I may eat, that my soul may bless thee before I die.”  And Rebekah heard when Isaac spoke to Esau his son. And Esau went to the field to hunt for venison, and to bring it.  And Rebekah spoke unto Jacob her son, saying, “Behold, I heard thy father speak unto Esau thy brother, saying, ‘Bring me venison, and make me savoury meat, that I may eat and bless thee before the Lord before my death.’  Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to that which I command thee. Go now to the flock, and fetch me from thence two good kids of the goats, and I will make them savory meat for thy father, such as he loveth; and thou shalt bring it to thy father, that he may eat and that he may bless thee before his death.”  And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “Behold, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and I am a smooth man. My father perhaps will feel me, and I shall seem to him as a deceiver; and I shall bring a curse upon myself and not a blessing.” And his mother said unto him, “Upon me be thy curse, my son; only obey my voice, and go, fetch me them.” And he went, and fetched and brought them to his mother; and his mother made savory meat, such as his father loved.  And Rebekah took goodly raiment of her eldest son Esau, which were with her in the house, and put them upon Jacob her younger son; and she put the skins of the kids of the goats upon his hands and upon the smooth of his neck. And she gave the savoury meat and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob. And he came unto his father, and said, “My father.” And he said, “Here am I. Who art thou, my son?” And Jacob said unto his father, “I am Esau thy firstborn; I have done according as thou badest me (the first lie). Arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless me.”  And Isaac said unto his son, “How is it that thou hast found it so quickly, my son?” And he said, “Because the Lord thy God brought it to me.” (the second lie).  And Isaac said unto Jacob, “Come near, I pray thee, that I may feel thee, my son, whether thou be my very son Esau or not.” And Jacob went near unto Isaac his father; and he felt him and said, “The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.” And he discerned him not, because his hands were hairy, as his brother Esau’s hands; so he blessed him. And he said, “Art thou my very son Esau?” And he said, “I am.” (the third lie). And he said, “Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my son’s venison, that my soul may bless thee.” And he brought it near to him, and he ate; and he brought him wine, and he drank. And his father Isaac said unto him, “Come near now, and kiss me, my son.” And he came near, and kissed him; and he smelled the smell of his raiment, and blessed him and said, “See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field which the Lord hath blessed. Therefore God give thee of the dew of Heaven, and the fatness of the Earth, and plenty of corn and wine. Let people serve thee, and nations bow down to thee; be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother’s sons bow down to thee. Cursed be every one that curseth thee, and blessed be he that blesseth thee!” And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made an end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarcely gone out from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came in from his hunting. And he also had made savoury meat, and brought it unto his father and said unto his father, “Let my father arise and eat of his son’s venison, that thy soul may bless me.” And Isaac his father said unto him, “Who art thou?” And he said, “I am thy son, thy firstborn, Esau.” And Isaac trembled exceedingly and said, “Who? Where is he that hath taken venison and brought it me, and I have eaten of all before thou camest, and have blessed him? Yea, and he shall be blessed.”  And when Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with a great and exceeding bitter cry, and said unto his father, “Bless me, even me also, O my father!” And he said, “Thy brother came with subtlety, and hath taken away thy blessing.” 90



When Esau knew about Jacob's treachery, he asked his father to pray for him too, but Isaac told him that he had already made Jacob the lord and all his brothers his servants and gave him corn and wine.91   In this way, Jacob got status, honour, and material things by deceit that belonged to his elder brother; or in other words, he was a usurper of his brother’s rights, which he secured through lies to his blind father. 

In the Hebrew Bible, Jacob deceived his blind father and spoke lies three times, but no one questions Jacob because we only want to see what we need to see. We wanted to see Satan as a liar, so we transformed the serpent into Satan, completely changed the creation story of the Hebrew Bible, and called him a liar and deceiver. In fact, not even a single reference in the Hebrew Bible says Satan ever lied or deceived. On the contrary, according to the Bible itself, the confirmed liar was Jacob, the father of the Israelites and usurper of the rights of his elder brother, and not Satan.   
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The Birth of Satan in the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament)

––––––––
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God and Satan are the two most well-known entities in the world. Does Satan exist in the world, or is he only a fictional character? This question has divided people for centuries. Three universal religions, namely Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, have further compounded this confusion as their sacred Scriptures claim the existence of a real Satan who lives in the world and tempts people towards evil. In this way, he is the most maligned and condemned figure in the history of mankind. 

Satan’s name appeared for the first time in the Hebrew Bible, the religious Scripture of Judaism and the oldest Hebrew-language extant book in the world. This book is also the first part of the Christian Bible, called the Old Testament, though its few books have been divided into two, and the placement of books has also been changed. In this way, the 24 books of the Hebrew Bible have increased to 39 in the Protestant Bible. The Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Slavonic Bibles add a few more books, but the primary books are the same 24 books of the Hebrew Bible. The second part of the Christian Bible is called the New Testament, which revolves around the life of Jesus Christ, his companions, and Christianity. From Judaism, Satan found his way into Christianity, and finally, it ended in Islam. 

No other religion, except these three Middle Eastern religions, mentions about Satan. The Hebrew Bible is devoid of any information that can shed light on the personality of Satan. Who is Satan? Where did he come from? And why has he been condemned?

Contrary to general perception, the Hebrew Bible does not narrate any instance that can suggest that he is the antagonist of God, or that he is an evil and condemned being. In the Hebrew Bible, Satan is not a maleficent entity but rather a higher-ranking angelic figure who even attends the court of God and converses directly with him. It may sound strange, but it is the religious position of Satan in the sacred religious Scripture of Judaism. In the Hebrew Bible, Satan has been mentioned in the following roles:


	Overseer of the deeds of people  or adversary who put people in tribulations to test their devotion to God on the latter’s command (Job and his testing);

	Accuser who attends the court of God and highlights the sins of the people;

	In the general meaning of “ adversary,” without attributing it to any real and living personality.    



Satan as a real and living figure has not been mentioned in any of the first five books of the Hebrew Bible, which are collectively called “Torah” or “Pentateuch” (the Five Books of Moses), though these books cover all significant events of Judaism, ranging from the creation of the world,  life, the story of Adam and Eve, Cain murdering his younger brother Abel, Noah’s flood, the life of Abraham and his generations, the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, and Moses’ period in Egypt till his death. These events mention every sin, chaos, disorder, murder, and disobedience of God and consequent retribution, but nowhere in any event has Satan’s involvement been mentioned. Here, a question arises: if Satan was not responsible for such evils, sins, mischiefs, and wrongdoings from Adam to Moses, then how is he held accountable for such acts today? 

Jewish and Christian theologians have confused the literal meaning of Satan by interpreting it in the wrong way. They view Satan as an “adversary” or “accuser” against God, which is a total negation of the character of Satan, portrayed in the Hebrew Bible. Understandably, Satan could be an adversary to God, but how can he be an “accuser” to God? It is very clear in the Hebrew Bible that Satan’s “adversarial” or “accuser” position is not against God but directed against mankind in his capacity as God’s chief prosecutor, as he accuses people of their wrongdoings or misdeeds before God and tries to exact punishment for them. If this meaning is kept in mind, several verses of the Hebrew Bible can be understood very aptly in their proper perspective, rather than falling into utter confusion and disarray. 

Let us clear the confusion by examining the Hebrew Bible (the Old Testament in the Christian Bible) when, where, and in what context Satan has been mentioned. In this sacred Scripture, Satan’s name has been used in two meanings, one in the literal meaning as an adversary, accuser, or opponent; and secondly in the sense of a supernatural being who works as God’s prosecutor and accuses mankind of their misdeeds. The various verses in the Hebrew Bible make it abundantly clear that he is not an adversary to God or against him in any way. He always works within the parameters set by God, and there is no single instance in the Hebrew Bible where he crosses such a limit. This will be evident when Satan’s role in Job’s story is discussed in subsequent paragraphs.

Satan as an Adversary

The Hebrew Bible of Judaism consists of 24 books. The Christian Bible names it the Old Testament and bifurcates its various books into two without changing any text; thus, 24 books of the Hebrew Bible become 39 Books of the Christian Bible. 

The first reference to Satan as an adversary appears in the book “1 Chronicles” of the Hebrew Bible. “And Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked David to number Israel.” 1

This verse is grossly misleading and wrongly written in the Hebrew Bible, as another verse in another biblical book mentions the same census issue but puts the onus of responsibility on God instead of Satan. The book “2 Samuel” (Second Book of Samuel) also narrates the same census but with a baffling twist. It does not accuse Satan of misleading King David as mentioned in the book “1 Chronicles.” Still, this verse accuses God of misleading King David, “And again the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he moved David against them to say, ‘Go, number Israel and Judah.” 2

King David carried out a census to ascertain his people’s military strength. God was furious over David’s such action, and in retribution, he gave him three choices to pick one as his punishment. The first option was three years of famine; the second choice was a three-month period in which David would be pursued by his enemies; and the third alternative was pestilence for three days. King David accepted the last option, and God sent pestilence upon Israel, which killed 70,000 Jews. 3 Thus, in the Hebrew Bible, the killing of the Jews by God was attributed to the evil work of Satan. This is a very strange and confusing verse, in which all blame has been put on Satan for influencing King David to act against God’s command not to count the Israelites. God also acted strangely, and instead of punishing Satan or David, killed 70,000 innocent Jews who were not in any manner responsible for the census nor had any hand in it. Interestingly, in the Book of 2 Samuel, it was God who moved David to carry out the census, and then he punished the Jews by killing them.  
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